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PREFACE. 


--«- 

By way of preface the Author dcaites to anticipate 
possible objections, from readers who may consider* 
that he lias said cither too much or too little. The 
cireumstauccs of the journey absolutely precluded 
scientific obeeiwatiou: the only instrumeut taken, viz., 
a thermometer, Wcos broken at an early stagey and 
travelling by boat and chair is not favourable to 
minute inTcatigation] but the Author can claim to have 
conscientiously recorded the facts which he was able 
to observe and lear’u, and the experiences undergone 
by him, and he ti'usts that these at least may enable 
some succt^sor to leonimorc and accomplish far greater 
lesnlfs than it was in Iris power to attain. 

One other remark seems to be called for, with regard 
to the geographical nomenclature adopted. It has 
Ijccn his desire to represent as exactly os possible the 
Chinese names by English cc|uivalents. The true 
names of Chinese provinces and cities, as well as in 
some cases tire tnre limits, have been so disgtrised in 
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their, triiDsmissiou through Portuguese and Trench 
media, that they are seaieely recognisable; — thus 
Pa-Chin is kuo^v]l as Pekin; and when the Autlior, 
misled by our maps, inquired for Omng-Eing, he 
with difficulty found the city of Chung-Ching, 
The adoption also of local dialects as representing 
the geneixd pionunciation has tended to increase the 
confusion; and he has tliought it the best method to 
obtain in each place the name by which it was known 
to the inhabitants, and express this in English letteis 
as sotuided by English tongues. With regard to the 
!)Iap, it is not intended to show the conect geography 
of the countiies, hut merely to help the reader to 
follow the Author in his narrative; who in this, os in 
all other particulars, desires to be esteemed not a pre¬ 
tentious or scientidc traveller, but a simple iindtrutliful 
Pioneer of Commerce. 
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TRAVELS OF 

A PIONEER OF COMMERCE. 


CHAPTER L 


lyTflODTTCrfOBY, 

A ¥ 1 ^ for lh« OrerkHil ®T^" 

Difficulties-Ur. W*d6'* Adifi«-My ftonawuy Fneods-Au lTifdrl«wl 
E^n«h C«B#al—JI y Intttpreter and Gniil#. 


The great empires of Asia, almost up to our own time, 
presented an unknowa field, whicli very few were able to 
enter npon and explore: religious prejudice and Oriental 
eonservatLs-m combined to exclude the intrusive Western 
strangers ; and but recently have we begun to acquire any¬ 
thing like accurate knowledge, either geogruphically or his¬ 
torically, of the vast empires and peoples of the true East. 
An angry and jealous fear of the aggressive force of AVestem 
civilisation has snoc^-ded to contemptuous prejudice, and, 
at tho present time, renders the Oriental ^oples yet mete 
TClnctant to admit the presence of the foreigner, whom stdl 
they feel themselves unable to exclude. Of this Onen 
exclusivenesa, the giant empire of China, slumbering in t e 
conscious pride of its social and political si^tem, which dates 
from the most distant ages, is tho truest type. None ^ ® 

adjacent kingdoms have equalled it in the perfection o ita 
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social And political organisation; none liaTO stirpassed it in a 
stubborn resistance to progress, ami hostility to the intrusion 
of foreigners. It is true that, within the last thirty years, a 
vast trade has sprung up between Great Britain and China, 
not to speak of Ameriiaui and French intercouise; hut this 
has only touched a few of the sea-ports, while the great pro¬ 
vinces of the interior have been scarcely visited, and the life 
and condition of tho majority of its millioits but superficially 
observed. ITiis statement may surprise those who know the 
number of Iwoks on China that have been published ; but it 
will be acquiesced in by all who, aa students, have sought to 
undeistaud the Cliinesa Tho jealous hostility of the edu¬ 
cated and official classes to foreigners is the first great 
obstacle to increaaed and more mtimato knowledge of the 
Chinese as they are. Next, the great difficulty of tho lan¬ 
guage forbids Its acquiaition by those who might, from long 
residence at the open ports, possess fruitful opportunities of 
familiar interoourae. Men engaged in busdness cannot &i>are 
the time required for long and patient study; and, os they 
Bjo thus compelled in their dealings to avail tbeiuselveff of 
interpreters aud go-betweens, they are really never brought 
in contact with the great middle-class, and are thus 
debarred from a thorough acquaintance witli the more 
numerous end less prejndiced portion of the Chincse^—an 
acquaintance which, if possible, would mutually lead to a 
better appreciation of each other, and do more to prevent 
outbreaks, and consequent wars, than treaties or gunboats. 
To tho zealous and patient Protestant missionaries wo Owe 
several valuable works on ChiDn; but, as they mostly confine 
their residence and labours to the cousular ports, they havo 
but viewed the Chinese, as it were, from without, and at a 
distance. Of the more numerous Catholic missionaries, the 
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c&rly Jcsnits htive bcqueiitlied to us alruost iill our stock of 
geographic^] koowletlge. Their succcssoia, the French mis- 
aiouarles, mattered through oil CJiina, are not pennittcd to 
impart to the world their accunitLlated knowledge, the resolts 
of years, or rather lives, spent amongst the Chincise, This is 
deeply to be regretted; for ao many able men, carefully edu¬ 
cated for their work, and living altogether as Chinese, must 
have acquired an accurate knowledge of the country, its lan¬ 
guage and literature, and tho habits and modes of thought 
of the people, which, if communicated, would cause China to be 
no longer a fei-m incog^iUa, It would be weU for ns if China 
and tho Chinese were better known. Her great past, evideaceil 
by tho enoraious mass of hUtoricni and piiilosoplucal litora- 
tute, her memories of now almost estinet schools of art and 
Bcioncc, and her imperial oigaaLsation, admirable in tlicoiy, 
though out of gear and sadly impaired in its procticial effect, 
would command respect, and conciliato forbearance. And an 
Englishman, who has lived among them as one of themselves, 
may venture to toU his countrymen that to know the Chinese 
middle-classes and the peasantry is to like tlmm. KmdVy, 
courteons, yet impulsive, they nre as easily moved to friend¬ 
ship ns we now deem them readily excited to barhaimiB out¬ 
rage. Their very faults excite pity rather than anger; and 
it has often occurred to me that the most barbarous Chinese 
treatment of strangcis in the present day is no worse Iban 
the raceptiou given to strangers and foreigners not so long 
ago in our own land. More unrestrained and extended com 
morcial and political intercourso between China and the 
West will materially tend to remove ignorance, the source of 
prejudice; and foreign commerce, as it advances along her 
water highways, will be the herald of the superior 'ft estem 
civilisation, with its stoamem, milwaii's, and machinery, to be 
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welcomed es Lbe Jrieiitl, not repelled aa a foe. Sueli n raove- 
ineut of prugress will, ere loeg, it is to be Loped, set in, to 
Save tbe greot empiro from ttie intemnl decay and ruin which 
now more than threatens Leiv To aid in this, by nmkiug 
Englisbnici) better acquainted with a portion of China, and 
by pioneering a road for the adrance of commerce, wag the 
object of my travels; and to have done so will be a full reward. 

Of the three great tinde louies w'hich in former days led 
from Ciiina westwards into Mongolia, and thence to India 
and Bnrniah, but one lemaina open at the present day, 
namely, the great highway from Sz-ebuan to Dtfissa, the capi¬ 
tal of Central Thibet, vid Ta-tsian-loo and Bathang, Vaiiotis 
causes have combined to dose the other routes. TJie difficult 
and dangerous road, traversed and described by Hue, from 
Pekin, through the province of Kan^oo to LhfCssa, bad long 
been increasingly embarrassed by the predatory attacks of 
the Mongol mountaincois^ who, as tho adminisimtive power 
of the Covemment grew feebler, became more audacious. 
SUll liowevcr, in spite of the Mongol banditti, commerce 
continued to make its way along tliis route until within 
the h^-t few years, when the Mahomedan rebelHon in Kan- 
800, which established their supremacy in that province, 
entirely closed it to trade. The otbex route, by which the 
south of China communicated with Bumiali, vid Talifoo in 
Yunuan, and Bbatno on the Irrawaddy River, was suddenly 
and effectuaUy closed in the year ISoi-S by the Mahomedan 
rising in Yunnan ; and thuB the Empire of CJiiaa has been 
left with but one route leading westwawb^tliat from Ss^jhiian 
to Lhassa; and by this she supplies Thibet annually with 
nearly six million pounds of brick tea, which finds its way 
west as far as the borders of Cashmere. 

Causes political, religious, and economical combine to simt 
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out India from communicratlop vnih Qiiiia by tins route; 
and it was with the view of discovering a shorter and tnore 
direct Ime of comniiuaicatiDa bctweeu the two countries that 
i started on the joumoj described in the following pages. 

The pmject of an overland Journey from India to 0iina 
first suggested itself in tlie beginning of 1862, when, at 
Rangoon, I bad the pleasure of meeting Dr. dement Wil¬ 
liams^ whq hiul just returned from an expedition up the 
Irrawaddy to Bhamo. From him I first beard the past his¬ 
tory of the Bhamo and Talifoo route, and a prediction of ita 
future importance to oiir British commerce, now verified by 
the growing interest taken in its probable re-opening. My 
purpose of attempting to reach China from Rangoon by 
follownng Dr. Williainfs's route bad to yield to the force of 
eircnmstanccfip and all thoughts of travel were laid asido^ aod 
not revived until after a residence of several years at Shang¬ 
hai, when, at the end of 1867^ I found mjsolf free to iodulge 
in them. At this time, Dr. Williams's advocacy- of the 
Bhamo and Tali route had attracted considerable attention; 
and, yielding to the desire of iho nuerchaiits interested^ the 
Oovomnicnt authorised an expedition, under the command 
of Major Sladen as political agent, to investigate the trade 
routes and difficulties, a^ well as the disposition of the 
Pantbay or Mahomedau govemment installed at Tidifoo. 
The knowledge of this then led me to abandon the idea , of 
exploring a route between China and IndiOj and turn my 
thoughts towanls South America, ns a promising field for 
travel- Happening, however, to mention this to my fiiend 
^[T, James Hogg, of the firm , of Messrs. Hogg Brothei:^^ 
Shanghai, I was by him indncfcd to take up, in a new form^ 
the long-cberiahed project of trying au overland journey from 
China to Calcutta. Hb long experience of Chitui caused 
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liim to take cortsiderablo interest in ihs development of otur 
commercinl intercourse with that coiintryh Hia petsannl 
knowledge of Cnptimi Blnkiaton^ nnd that oflScer^e gnllaDt 
attempt to rearcb India the YnHg-ta^ mad *^011 bet in 1^60, 
led him at once to propose to me that I should attempt to 
traverse the route suggested by BkkistoDp Leading from the 
farthest navigable point on the Yang-ts^ River^k Li-kiiang- 
foo^ in the north of YunnnOp to Sudija^ on the Bramapootra^ in 
Northern Assam, and thcaoe to Calcutta. A reference to a map 
of China by the einiuent engtneerj, Sir Macdonald Stephenson, 
showing a projected railway from the Yang-ts*' to Bhamo, 
I'ifi Talifoo, showed the importance to Rangoon of commer¬ 
cial iiitercourEo with China in that direction, while it needed 
hut a glance to see that this line would not help to bring 
Calcutta into commercial rclatioafi with her^as the Irrawaddy 
woidd be the hJghw^ny hy which the trade would natumlly 
descend between Yunnan and Rangoon, nmking that por^^ 
instead of Calcutta, the dep&t of trade between our Indian 
possessions and Yunnan. Having nrnved at this conclusion, 
little was needed to induce me to try for a more direct road 
to Calcutta^ by which, if pc^ible, that great Eastern caplLil 
might take part with Rangoon in the trade w ith China* and 1 
decideii, there and then, to attempt Blakiaton'a projeeted route. 

Hnving determined to start on this journey, I felt that J 
bad undertaken n very aerions and aiduous task. For- 
tuuatoly, I had several months before me in which to tlijnk 
over and mature my plans. August, the hottest of all 
months in Cldna, had just set b, aud it would be unadvis- 
ablc to start until the end of the yGar^ for fear of encounter¬ 
ing the winter on the snowy monubiins forming the western 
bonndnricH of China, which would probably involve several 
months detention there. Day by day for more than n month. 
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all the difficnHiea and dangers likely to he met with were 
reviewed, and lost none of their iDagnitude on clwer consiiic- 
ration. Thci« was the jealous aniTnoaity of the offidaht, and, 
as 1 then believed, of the people, towards forcignecB; wild 
tribes; harriers of terrific snow-clad mountains; the danger 
of carrying so large iv sum of money as would suffice for a 
jouraey, whieli could not take less than a year to nocomplUli; 
and last, but greatest of all, 1 did not know a word of 
the OiiuGSO langue^e. The difficulty of passing through 
wild tril^es and over mountains, subsided into insigiiifi- 
cance, beside the danger of carrying a large sum of money 
about with me, and the apparent hopclcsaiiess of travelling 
through China without a knowltnlge of tha languope. In 
thb state of perplexity, 1 had recoursa to luy esteemed friend 
II Lamonier, Procureur dea Missiona Etrangfcrc^ residbg at 
Slmiighai. T knew that the posts of the Frciich missionaries 
extended in an unbrekL-a chain to beyond the western border 
of China; and 1 fdt convineed that only by their help could I 
liope to pai^ through the empire, il. Lamonier, ever ready, as 
are all the Catholic miesionariea, to forwani all useful pojectB, 
soon dispeUfJ my anxiety about the carriage of specie, for he 
arranged to give me a letter of credit for 60U taels 
the aum he considered sufficient for travelling expenses), 
addressed to the mission stations in Yunnan, Sa-ehtian, and 
Eastern ThiVret; W that it would not be needful to cany a 
largo snm b silver, until after passing beyond tlioir posts. 
Ho also proposed a feasible plan for surmountmg the diffi¬ 
culty of the language. A i>arty of young raiaaionaitea were 
expected to arrive from France, towards the end of the year; 
if 1 aooompaiiied them to Sz-ehuaii, 1 could hire a house in 
some village containing a mission station, and, under the 
protection of the misBionarie*, set to work and acquire a 
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sufficient masteiy of the Inngunge. Thia Rirangemciit i^'Ould 
prolong my journey by six montha ■ but the deUy was unim¬ 
portant, so long as the difficulty of the language was got 
over* And thus, beforo leaving M, Lamonior, the two great 
obstacles which seemed for a time to render my journey 
impossible were disposed of 

Slany friends who were interested in the project had 
looked upon my ignorance of the language, and the difficulty 
of canytng funds about with me, as fatal to the attempt. 
The promised nssistaueo of Freuch misidonaries at once 
removed this impression; and some half-dozen of them, 
amongst whom were several professional men, proposed to 
sbaro the expenses of the journey. 

It might have been expected that the prt^eet would 
interest the mercantile community; but I was sorry to find a 
belief prevalent amongst them, that the opening of a route 
betwoeu Calcutta and diina would in some way interfere 
with their own tmde; and this for a time deprived me of 
tho co-operation of those, to promote whose mterests the 
journey bad been planned. Still, among friends who did 
interest themselves in it were several of the must influential 
merchants of Shanghai; and their syin]iathy added much to 
llie pleasure with which I set aljout preparing for a start, 

As my intended compn^jmnis de vo^jage, according to the 
invariable rule of the missions, would to all outward 
appeamneo undistingnisbable ftom veritable Cbma^e, I set 
to work to prepare myself for my own metamorphosis, and 
began to accustom myself to the tail and petticoats, walking 
in which required considerable pmetice before a proper and 
unembarrassed gait could be attained; and I daily rcbearsed 

the part in costume, that I hoped soon to have to pJav before 
the critical Chinese public. * ^ 
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A visit to SliangliBi, paid by Mr. T. F, Wade, QB,, HB.M, 
.SwreLity of Legation at Pekin, affordinl aa opportunity of 
obtaining the tidvice of one whose knowledge of the Chinese 
aa a soIioLit and a diplomatist, oomhined with hk thoughtfnl 
appreciation of their cbamcteT, constitute him, in my humble 
opinion, an unrivalled authority; and I am glad to record 
iiiy gratefn] sense of the cordial sympathy tJiat he accorded 
to a project deemed by others presumpt uoua and Q u Ixotie He 
strongly afl vised me to follow the directions, and imitate the 
example, of the Fathers in all particulars, warning me at the 
same time to ovoid shocking the prejudices of tlie natives, 
and to attract as little observation os poiasiblc, especially from 
the mandarina, Two other pieces of practioil advice, given 
by him, proved of inestimable use j the first of which was, to 
take no lostruments, as the use gf them could not Ciil to be 
observed, and Inevitably arouse the opposition ofthe people—a 
danger too often overlooked by those who seem to imagine It 
easy to make scientific observations in all countries; the 
second was to avoid procuring a consular passport at Shanghai, 
for fear of awakening the obstructive jealousy of the ofiiciatB, 
hut to obtain one at Flu-Kiang, a port on the Yang^ts'’, de¬ 
scribing me os an Lnglish Ss-foo, or scholar, desirous of travel¬ 
ling ou the Great Kiver, and through the countries beyond to 
India. The usual form of consular pasports states that the 
bearer intends to travel by a certain route to a certain place, 
and from this the Chinese authorities will allow no deviation. 
How valuable, therefore, Mr. Wade's advice afterwards proved, 
by enabling me to change my route, after leaving the Yujig-ts''^, 
will appear in duo course. At last a letter from hL Lamonier 
announced the arrival of the mtssionaries, aud I was speedily 
introduced to six young priests, fresh from the Parisian semi- 
natj', but wearing their Cliinesc g:irb, as if to the manner 
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bom, Tliey Trere full of youthful Eeal ond enttmsbstn, ami 1 
promised myself a most agreeable journey to Sz-chunn in tlieir 
coQipauy; and it was arranged that we aboiild start ou the 
latli of November for Hankow, the last open port, about 
700 milca up the Yang-ts", where the final amuigoments for 
our Journey to Ghung-Ching were to he completed. 

A free passage had heeu offered to the Fathers and 
myself by the coiirte^ of Messrs, Russell and Co. and 
Mej>sr6. Glover and Oo,, agents for the two lines of ni!^- 
nificent steamers w hich pjy between .Shanghai and Hankow. 
\\ e accepted the oiler of the latter firm, whoso vessel hap^ 
pened to start at the time most convenient for ua I 
need not detain the reader with any partienbrs of the 
voyage ; sufHce it say, that on the third day we arrived at 
Kiu-Kiang, about eight hours’dirtnnee from Hankow; where 
according to previous anaiigement, I landed for the purpose 
of procuring a passport, while the Fathers proceeticd to 
Haukow, w'hither I followed them in due course, espccting 
to rejoin the party at the mi^on^^house, situatod in the 
native city. My astonishment may lie eoaoeived, on finding 
the missiou-boiiEe uiitenanted, save by one or two native 
Christians, and being informed that the whole party had 
started that moniing from Hankow! For some time I found 
it impossible to credit the foot that I had thusljcen left in the 
lurch by the young missionaries, with whom 1 had already 
become great friends, and who had expressed the greatest 
satisfaelion at the pnjspect of our journeying together to 
Chung-Ching. The disappointment was, fur the moment 
ovenvlieimiug, and the apparently heartkas conduct of the 
young Fathers wos at first sight inexplicable; however, there 
was no use trying to epoeulate on the possible motives or 
mistake which harl caused it, and 1 at once asked myself 
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what was to bo done* No time waa to be loat^ if I would 
overtake tlio missioiciaries, who could not possibly have got 
far nway^ m there hod been no wind to help their boat 
againat the current of the Yang^t^'^ Hnnying from the 
miasion-house, I applied to the Britbih consul, Mr. Mcdhorst, 
for the use of a small gunboat lying off the European settle¬ 
ment. Unfortunately^ her engines were out of repair^ and 
Mr, Med hurst gave me a letter to the French consul, M, 
Dabry, asking him to procure for me the French gunboat 
which had just amved at Hankow, The French official 
received too Vi-ith bare dvUityp and curtly declined my request 
for the use of the gunboat. In this e^rtremity I called on 
Mr. Gower, representative of the finu of Jardiuej Mathoi^on and 
COrp and that gentleman at once placed bis fast-^saiUng yacht 
at my disposal* Before we were well u nder weighp a splendid 
fair breeze sprang up. to which we spread every stitch of 
canvas, and soon bowled along at the rate of seven knots in 
chase of my runaway h-ieuds. For ax hours we kept on with 
an increafting breeze, which carried us pojjt the Chinoso 
junks bound in the same diTuction as though they were 
standing still. About six oVlock in the evening we arrived 
at a Chinese cuatoui-house on the left bank of the Tang-ta^ 
forty miles above Hankowp having haUed every passenger 
junk wbJeh we had passed. The officials at the custom^ 
hoii.se told os that no foreigners had passed tliat day; for, 
aa it turned out, their juuk bad taken the shorter route by 
the Han river and the lakes; so wc put about, and coin- 
toouecd beating back for Kinkow, which we had passed ten 
miles IjcloWj on the right bank, and which wc reached about 
11 P.3(L 

It was just poj^iblc tl^at the missiomiric^ might have 
put in there for the night, but the custom-house people 
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mfonned m tliat no junk with foroigocrs had put in ihnt 
day. So, fairly beaten, Mr. Gower and retumed the 

next day to Hankow, where during onr nbaence, nmidat the 
oxcitcTnent taascd nmong&i the commuiiity by the conduct of 
the inlasionarie^j the fact had leaked out that iL Dabry* 
the French consul, bad forbidden tbeta to allow me to 
accoinpaiiy them, and ordered them to leu've Hankow before 
my arrivah Here was a difficulty with a vengeance. 
Deprived of tlie afisi!it4iiics of the niiasLoiiaries, I foresaw the 
failure of my project 1—this thought roused all my energy, 
and 1 forthwith called on IL Dabry, and found that gentle- 
man atUl more uncivil than on my first visit. At once plung¬ 
ing into the aubject of my viait^ I begged him as a personal 
favour to remove his prohibition. Unfortanatclyi I waa 
then i^^norant of what had caused the initable little Gaul to 
seize with avidity the opportunity of tbwai-ting an EngHsb- 
man. A short time previously, one of a party of French 
sportsmen, shooting in the neighbourhood of Hankow^ bad. 
missed bis bare, and wounded a coTintryman; whereupon 
some half-dozen of the villagers^ naturally indignant, attacked 
the party, and drove thorn ignomiulously to their boats. 
With a view to avenge the insult offered to the flag of 
France, M. Dabiy* instead of patiently waiting for the action 
of the mandarins, ordered an armed party from a gtm- 
boat to make a raid npon the village^ from which they returned 
bringing in triumph scune half-dozen wretched villagers to 
Hankow, This iiigh-handod conduct had been a few' days 
previously severely commented upon by the Hankow Thm, 
and M, Dabry let loose upon my unhappy head the wrath 
which was boiling in bis bosoro against the English editor for 
inserting, and the EritUh consul for not punisbing the publi¬ 
cation of, an article refiecting on hirn, the leprescntativc of 
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Franee, Ah he spoke English very well, I canaot do hetter 
than describe his sentiments in his own words. In ansa'er to 
my earnest representation that his mterferenco with a private 
individual proposing to ertploro the West of Chirta would 
entail on me a certaiu loss of time and money, and possibly 
prevent my proceeding, be replied, "Oh yes! you say you 
are a pri\'ate traveller : you arc a secret sjry of your Govern¬ 
ment. 1 know all about you." Feeling rather amused, I 
disclaimed the honour ■ whereupon he burst out, “ What, sir? 
I help you, an Englishman! Never! What have your 
English newspaper donel They have insulted me; they 
Imve insulted France; and your English consul bas not Tmrl 
the politeness to make known his disapprobation of sneb 
conduct. I will tlirow every obstacle in your way: I will 
show you that I am not to bo insulted with impunity." 

Preserving my gravity with a straggle, I Bugges:tea that the 
critic bms of the English press were free, and that for myself 
I had not seen the article in question; but in vain. Swelling 
with fury, he vociferated, "Ton Englishmen think you ««i go 
everywhere, and do everything. Good 1 go to the West of 
China!” To thb I quietly observed, for this purpose the 
help of the missionaries was required. " Ah, yes! you are 
obliged to come to the French missionaries. You see, without 
the assistance of the French, an Englishman cannot go 
through China.” At last, hading it useless to reason with 
the irate consul, I took my leave and went to the mission- 
house, where I saw the procurcur of the mission. Father 
do Carli, Having told him that the reason of the young 
missionaries’ conduct was now no secret, I requested bis 
advice as to the best mode of carrying out my original 
intention of residing in Sz-chuan. The father, however, told 
mo that he could not act against the wishes of his consul; but 
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if the pToliiliilion "wore removed he liirtisclf would procure au 
interpreter to accompanj me throughout^ and a trustworthy 
Cbriittiaii to not as guide so lar as diung^Chiug, as the intet^ 
ference of M. Dabry would probably tender mj proposed 
KsidencG Kot agreeable to the misssonanefi. Full of the 
lenewcd hope of reaching Sz-chuan^ I returned to M. DabiTj 
and aG^cd him as a personal favour not to vjsit the sms of 
tny countrymen ou me, but to allow the missionaries to give 
mo their assistance. 

Having thus humbled myself before the French official^ he 
condescended to say, that if I would umt until the French 
expedition (then on its way from Saigon to YuimanJ arrived 
in HaiikoWp he would ooment to the missionaries helping me. 

Tills was out of the question^ so I returned to Shangbai^ 
and mfomicd Mr. C. A- Wincheaterj her Majesty's conaiil^ 
of the uncalled-for intorferenca of tho French official 
at HankoWj and then called on Viootnte Brenier de Mont- 
morend^ consul-general for France. His kindness was ati 
agreeable contrast to the demeanour of M, Dabr)% who, by 
hia mediation, was induced to change his tone ‘ and when I 
reached Hankow, a fe w days after,. Father do Carll signed 
his readinefift to anpply me with two native CliriBti{ui&—one 
as interpreter, and the other as guide. 

The expense of the delay, and the unlooked-for burden of 
followers, seemed after all likely to prove a new hindrance. 
Forturuitcly, hoivevoT, tho ungcnemtis conduct of M, D&bry 
liad euhsted on my behalf the ^mpatby of the Shanghai 
inercantilo community^ and a movement (under the leadership 
of my kind friends^ Messrs. Winebusier and Hogg) was set on 
foot to lightoD tho expenses of my journey ; so that the 
French consul's opposition reeolted, after all, in securing the 
support of the Shanghai merchants. 
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A month’s further delay in Hankow was unavoidable, oa 
the inteipreter and guiJo would not stiut until after the 
Cliriiitinas festival. I therefore spent several very pleasant 
weeks with my friend Mr. Cunningham, and enjoyed the 
festivities of Christmas, 1S67, amidst the profuse hospitality 
of tiie Hankow conimunitj. 

In the meanwhile M. Dahiy, acting on the good advice 
of Viscount Brenier, his superior, gave toe letters of intro- 
dutUon addressfid to all the misaions, requiring tliem to 
assist me as far as they could; and these were presented to 
Father de Carli to enable him to act openly in my behalf. 
Two Cliristians were at onoe engaged to fill the posts of in¬ 
terpreter and guide, the latter as far as Chung-Ching only: 
both were trustworthy men, and joined me rather for the 
sake of the irdssionariefl than for any Uking of the journey, 
while both wore admirably fitted for their posts. 

George Pliillips, a native of Hankow, was tbe eldest 
son of a Christian Cliin^, whose forefathers hasl been for 
sevemJ generations mepjberii of the Catholic Church; and he 
Liinsclf had been educated for the priesthood at tho College 
in Macao; but, owing to his conviction that he was unfit to 
undertake tbe serious duties of a priest, he, much against the 
wish of his family, refused holy ordei^ and devoted himself 
to traile. His superior education rendered him, save in 
dress and manner, f[iiito cliffbrent to ordinary Chinamen, 
whose natural superstition and prejudice were replaced 
by intelligence, strengthenet-l by tho study of European phi¬ 
losophy and theology, while a knowledge of tbe Latin, Eiig- 
lisli, and Chiuese languages made the term of interprotor in 
hifl raae no empty title. Such was my interpreter, who 
proved, as I e^ipected, a useful servant and intelligent 
companion, 
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The giiiJe, Timothy, or aJso a native of Hantow, 

was a devout Christiim, and one of tlie staff of guideJ 
employed to conduct young missionaries to distant posts. 
He was veiy meek in disposition, and fully deserved the 
cbaiuntcr for honesty and truth given him by Father de 
Carli. As an additional preeautbn, it was suggested by Mr. 
Medimrst that a Chinese passport should be prociutid from 
the Viceray, resident at Woo-diang, the Chinese city situated 
on the right bank of tbo river, opposite to Hankow; and an 
application was accordingly made by the Consul for a pass 
addressed to the Viceroy of Sz^rhimn at Chento-foo, autho¬ 
rising tho English scholar to travel on the Great Kiver and 
Uirough the countries beyond to India; and in due time an 
imposing Chinese document, some two feet square, arrived. 
By an unlucky oversight, not discovered till it was too late, 
the term "Sang-jen,*' tradesman, was substituted for"Sz- 
foo/’ or Bcholar, as the description of Tang Koopah, who, for 
the present, was happily unconscious of this, as it proved, 
trnfort 1113 ate errorK 


On the 2ud of Janaajy. 1868, Oeoigo Phillips, whom I 
adM Philip for shoMnoss, mfomKi me tint be hod en- 
geged » Lmt fram Eenlotr to SW^o 
.lonW start on the 4tb. So I propaiod by st„»i„g „ 

Eotopenn slut, and some flannel shirts, teoth-brasLo, apalent 

menifeld trriter of 500 pp. f„r a j„uto,l, ,„j 

eavolopot, la a small bo, pbicli eonid he easily shouMered. 
Oa the evening of the 3rd, Philip 

shared my head, aad made, by jadieierndy interweariag fate 
ban- mlb the natmal groirll,. . eapiiol mil, tmasfomdng ore 
at once into « fairly mspeetabWtKiking elderly Chinamm, 

and I si^at my lost night k ijankop in oU the discomfort' 

of pigtiul mid pethcoatiL 


CHAPTER 11 

TI3K FlullKS OF HOOPEH* 

Disprutc th^ Lflwtter—Salt IWIe— rimber JUa*—CLi'n-pm Lake—Wild 

Gchh?—O fleniling tl]c Wmd God—Oil Mill—A Fcoeml Cottage-AmTsl 

at BIiiIfi*—-P liikii sees a Coitt?!—A CMafije Hotel—A iJiuatr— 

FcmiTjLiiv Cimoidty—CliLdHHi BedaUowa^Small DifboadHl Sol- 

diers—Making a of it—Wan-olllett Boat—Atttrapted Mandann 

S4t'U4^czv—A ThoDder SLom—leLoiig City. 

At last a]] was reaJy, and on the 4th of January, 18m, I 
bade aAiieu to Hr. Cuunlughani and hk liospitality, Soveral 
frienJa bad assembled at bis breakfast-table, in tending to 
€Mcort mo to tbe boat; but wishing to depart with the least 
possible parade, I was obliged to ask them to forego their 
purpose, TVhilo getting into my sedan-ebair, a crowd of 
Cbineso collected in front of the Hong, pressed round to get 
a look at the foreigner dressed in their costume, while the 
compradorc and house servants, ’who had assisted to fianio 
extent in my Chines toilet, loudly complimented me on the 
efibet, declaring “ I >vas a very number one Chinaman,” nnd 
as I left gavo mo a cheer. The chair coolies, evidently con¬ 
vinced that they were cnirying n foreigner of distinction, 
hurried at a rapid trot tiirongh the British settlement, and, 
on entering the native city of Hankow, struck up their lively 
carrying song, elbowing their way through the crowded 
streets with loud jokes and Cliinoso chaff. 

As I was thus caiTied nlongp an indoscribable feeling of 
lojicUncss depressed me. I reflected that I was fairly Htnrtoil 
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on a jonmey of several tbousand miles, ’which might txxtipy 
months, and even years, m its accomplkhment My 
for the enterprise amounted to two himiired pounds. The 
pcoplo amongst i^'hom I -was about to Bojourn, and whose 
manners and customs I bad now adopted, bad always been 
characteris<xl in ray judgment by a cruel hatred of foreigners, 
I seemed moreover to have lost my own nationality, and even 
identity, so powerful’was the consciousness of the change pro¬ 
duced by my shaven head and Chinese garb ; and this 1 felt 
the more anutely aa I passed unrecognised several friends of 
long standing; but if for n moment I shnuik from the risks to 
be encountered, the neset I felt a reuewe^ energy and resolve 
to prpsecuie my purpose. I had given up a valuable appoint¬ 
ment—I must go on, and not re<]uite my friends for tbeir 
support 'wdth disappointment ; and rememboring timt a 
French official had ^id 1 should not proceed, I felt that 
death would be more tolerablo than to give cause to have it 
said that a French consul could prevent an Englishman from 
travelling whither be would iu CbinEL Eut such TcUectious 
were speedily dispelled by our arrival at the south City Gate 
of Hankow. And at the bottom of a flight -of stone-stcpf; 
leading down to the river I found Philip and Lowloc waiting 
for me, and was led carcfnllj to the boat. 

I was glsul to enftcoaeo myself at once in Iheeabm, as a 
crowd of Chinese soon gathered mund, attracted by the 
novel sight of a very tall foreigner, as he seemed to tlieni, 
dreaaed in their coatmne. After a few miautc^^ delay, the 
Low Jer, or boat captain, declared himself ready to start, and 
on rceeiviug liia orders, at once got under weigh. Leaving 
Hankow^^ we poled slowly aloDg the bank of the river, 
threading our w ay amongst hundrethi of salt junks^ that lined 
the shore of the Yangts'’ for more than three miles above 
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tlie British eettlomcsnt. As we poled uloog, the crew accom- 
paaied their easy toil with a dsoiiu of boaUongs, the per^ 
fortaance of which surpassed ^ ia spreaniing and chattering 
anything I had ever hoard. Having rnarle our way for 
fiorae three miles along the hank, the Lowder presented 
himself at the cahin door, his fece wearing a cunning smile 
by way of apologetic preface to the impudent request ha 
came to prefer. Ho addressed himself to Philip^ who at 
once entered into a long and angiy dbenssion, strongiy 
objecting to the prop(^l. Upon this a dreadful hubbub 
arose, the Lowder's wife and crew Joined in, and at last 
seemed only to leave off shouting for want of breath. 
Philip, who during this outcry had maintained a dignified 
sUence, now condescended to take part again in the pin- 
ccedings, and appaiently succeeded in throwHng oil on the 
troubled waters. He then informed mo that the Lowdor 
had demanded double faro and payment in advance, and harl 
charged Philip vnth hatflng cheated him in hiring the liMt at 
the ordinary rate paid by Chinamen, when he knew that it was 
for a foreigner, who, aocoiding to custom, should pay double 
hire. Matters had. howover. Ikch arranged, in consideration 
of the Lowder receiving 6000 chen or cash* in advance 
the fuU fere to Sha-a", to which town we bad hired tho 
boat, being 1X,600 chen, equal to elfivcn dollars and a half. 
I cheerEuUy asBeuted to this arrangement and onoo more 
seated myself te continue on np-stream, wishing to get well 
away from Hankow before night-fall, but the Lowder stolidly 
refused to moTo, and infonned mo that ho rntended to 
remain hero for the night; persuasion and an offer of 200 
chen as a present were of no avail—move he would not, 
BO 1 consoled myself with a pipe, and listened to Philip 

• Sm Appebdii, aot* 
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'nubile be relatcfl tales of the rascality of bcMtioeti in 
general, declaring that our Lewder was an exception te 
the niloj loasrauch as he had cojiseuted to fulfil his original 
bargain. 

Having mode fast to the shores the Lowderj his wife, and 
one of the crew left w to return to Hankow, with the 
flseurance that they would Join us early in the TOoming, 
They had not been long gone, ’when Lowlee informed me 
that he must also retura to Hankow, ns he bad forgotten his 
clothes. I did not object, and he set to work to prepare my 
dinner. While ’waiting for it 1 had an opportunity of looking 
round the cabin* and a mere uucomfortable place to be 
shut up in could scarcely be Imagined. Tho boat was only 
thirty-five feet long, shaped like a small junk, and drawing 
when loaded two feet, with an ahsurdly disproportionate 
tall mast and small canvas square sad. About twor-thirds of 
her length from the stem was taken up with cabins ■ in the 
fore part there was a clear space for the crew to row id. My 
cabin ooeupied about twelve feet amid^iliips. Aft of it was 
an open hutch for the stcemnmu to stand upright in, and in 
the stem oompartiuent built over the rudder, the crew slep£; 
in this also were the cooking atoves and titeosib for all 
partiea> while a species of stage projecting beyond the stem 
served as a lumber store for things in general, lly cabin 
and home for the next t’welve days was a rough wooden 
constructien about sia feet wide and five high; the mat- 
roof was perfectly water-tight] the wiisdowless sides of 
rough boards admitted, throiigli intersticos some inebea wide, 
both light and the keen frosty air in chilling plenty, and the 
drought soon extinguished our Chinese candles, and compelled 
Philip and myaelf to spend a couple of hours in cloaiag up 
the apertures ’with mud and paper. By the time this opera- 
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tion was fiDmliet], I*D\vlce maJe his appearance with diaaer, 
consisting of pieces of roast beef^ fowl, fried vegetables, and 
rice, served after the Chinese fashion, and I made a hearty 
meaL Philip and Lowdee were greatly delighted at the 
dexterity wdth which I set to work with ebop-sticka* Eind 
seemed greatly disappointed when, after a few minute^ the 
painful stiffnosg of my fingers caused by their use made me 
glad to drop them ; however, after a few more trials, I 
became quite an expert in tbeir eso. 

After dinner 1 walked along the bank of the river towards 
Hankow^ and as it w^as night attracted no attentiou. 
Hundreds of junks, moored in tiers out from the shore, each 
liea%-ilj laden wdth galt^ showed what an enormous irado 
exists between the coast and Hankow. 1 gathered from a 
custom-iioEise w^ateber^ whom we encountered in our w^alk, 
that upw'ards of fifteen tbousand salt-ladeu junks arrive at 
Hankow every year; each canying on an average 2300picul5^ 
equivalent to 1G6 tona^ tnakiog up the enormous total of two 
and a half million tons* This I state on bis aiitbority, but I 
am. mcline<l to believe that the real quantity is considerably 
lesSw The salt costa on the coast about eight chen per catty 
of If lbs., and sells in Hankow for SO chen j but ax tbo 
manufacture of salt is a government monopoly^ the exorbitant 
duties leave a comparatively small margin of profit for tbo 
shippers at Hankow. 

On returning to the boat, 1 desired Philip to nsk the 
custom-house oflScer to drink a cup of Samshu. He gladly 
accepted it, and on taking his leave wished ns a pleasant 
voyage to the other side of the world,"^ whither in his igno^ 
ranee he fancied ub bounds for 1 had told him that we were 
traveUing to a country beyond Tsung-qiia, or China, which, 
until that moment be had believed contained the w’hole of 
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tho liabitoblo world Foelmg votj tired I tumed in, whilo 
Philip, in Lowleo*B 4 ib$eiice> busied himself in getting up 
from the liolti our slock of providong; dried ducks ami fish, a 
side of bacon, and sausages, a leg of mutton, beef steaks and 
niutton chops, pheasants, wild fowd aud cabbages were soon 
banging from the roof and sides of tbo cabin, making a show 
that spoke well for bis forethought. And noW;, having fairly 
htarted, my anxiety for the time was quieted; the thought of 
the greatneas of my object, and the sense of having already 
ovoreome the difficaltiea so ill-naturedly thrown in my way 
by Monsieur Dabry, made my spirits rise and rejoice in the 
piospect of suMesafidly contending against still greater ones, 
and wdtb a cbeety good night to Philip, I laid down and 
slept Next morning, at daylight, Lowlee, the Lowder, and 
the other sailor- turned up, and at S'30g with a capital breeze 
in dur favour, wc Sot Sail, and ahortlj after entered tbe Kuan- 
kow Creek at a Tillage of that imme. 

This creek leads to the chain of lakes connected by natufal 
and artificial canals^ through which boats of a light draught 
navigate to the town of Sba-s" between which place and 
Hankow the river makes a bend to the south of miles, 
while the distance by the lake route is only 100. 

A strong six-knot current set down the entrance of -the 
creek, and we were obliged to hire six OCMiUes to track us up 
for two milea. The vUlage of Kuankow is the first customs 
station above Hankow, and bore my passporta wore dc- 
immded; on showing the one given me by Mr* Medhurst, we 
were allowed to pass on. 

Towards tbe afternoon, tbe weather, which had $et in very 
coM in the morningp became stormy, with drizzling rain, and 
by i VM~ we anchored for the night above a small hamlet ; 
few boats w ere in sight, and it was a great relief to be clear of 
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the Tiifer, ^'bich at tbia timfi of tbo year is ftill of timber 
rsvfts, brought from Honan. As we passed tUrougb them, sonio 
were b ei"g broken up, while others were in process of build¬ 
ing, prcparatoiry to their being sent down river to Cliing- 
kiang, and the porta nearer the sea. The rafta drift w'ith the 
current, and take from sin to eight tnontbs to aocoinpliaii a 
voyage of six hundred miles} when seen floating down river 
they resemble Luge islands, some baviag as many as twenty 
small cabins built on them, nearly every one with iU piggery 
attached, while numerous children, d<ifs, and fowls runmiig 
' about, complete their village-liko appearance 

Below our anchorage lay the village of Sheow-taarwan, 
consisting of about forty brick-buUt houses, situatecl on a 
slightly rising ground, presenting the nearest approach to a 
hill in the neighbourhood. Philip iaforined me tliat these 
Louses are used as granaries, where the pruduee of the sur- 
rounding low-lying plains is stored ; like other little bills in 
tho province of Hoopch. tbU eminenoo is used by the mhabi- 
tants of the low couutrj^ ss a burying ground, and presents 
the opFarance of being covered with gigantic molehills. 

Next morning we got under weigh early, and for the follow¬ 
ing three days our joumey was througli a miserable country; 
we occasionally passed viUages built on mounds of rough 
stone work, with fleets of small junks lying off theiu, laden 
with rioc and firewood. The manner of adverting the 
cargoes was novel; a log or basket made fast to a rape, 
and hoisted half way up the mast, signified respectively 
firewood or rice for sale. 

Tho weather bad now become so raw and cold, that I was 
obliged to kci^ a charcoal fire burning in the cabin, and the 
wind was often so strong that were compelled to bring up 
under tho banks of the creek for hours together, which sadly 
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impeded our progress ■ tto coimtiy on either bajad was 
covered vnth reeds, groups of reed-built houses lieing dotted 
aloDg the banks of the crook, each ssarrounded by willow- 
tiees growing to a lietght of thirty feet, which act as break¬ 
waters during the floods. But for tbe cvideiioe of the dnft 
stuff clinging round their trunks, on a level with the eaves of 
tbe houses, it would have been hard to believe that these 
hamlets, each with a population of 35& souls, are nearly sub¬ 
merged for four months of the year. A strange existence is 
that of the inhabitants of this lecd-growing eountij; they 
alternately dwell in houses and boats, one moiety of the year 
tilling tbe ground and reed cutting, and the other fishing 
over their fields. The floods often overtake them before the 
harvest is secured, and that in successive years ; Init so fer¬ 
tile is tbe soil, that if one crop in four be safely harvested, it 
supplies tlieir wants. Thus, at tbe time wc psseth there had 
been no harvest gathered for three yeais, yet wheat and rice 
were selling in abundance at one tael five mace per picul, 
equivalent to ten shilliags for one and a half bushels, while 
in harvest yonxs the price falls to eight mace (rather less 
than five shillings) per picuL During the dry season their 
lioats are carefully repaired and thatched over with reeds, 
ready for instant use j for so rapid is the often unexpected 
rise of the waters, that the River Han, a principal drainer of 
these plains, will (as I kamod from a Protestant miBsionarj 
residing at Hankow) rise 18 to 20 feet in three or fonr hours. 
Captain Blakiaton has given an admirable dcscriptiou of the 
country, through a continuation of which we were travelling. 
For three days wo were wretched in the CKtremej sloofc 
and driisiiling min, with a raw^ cold wind, obliged me to keep 
to the boat, but as wo nearM the Chcn-pin lake, through a 
cutting from the creek, a magnificent scene opened before us. 
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Tlie lake gtretclieci away to iho west, as far ag the eye could 
reach, ’while the fiettiog sun shed a ^ood of Liquid gold on tho 
glassy surface of the water, throwing on the wild waste a 
parting gleam of loveliness ere he sank "below the western 
horizoD. From the souths over a boundless sheet of water, 
unbroken save by patches of reedsp dead and blackened by 
the hand of winter, flew tnyrbds^of wild fowl, cleaving tlie 
air with a noiso like the rush of some invisible cataract^ 
while from afar and near their shrill note of calling was 
answ'Ored by thousands of their kind, already cnutled for the 
night on the bosom of the sumoujidjng waters. To the north, 
about three miles from the entrnnee of the lake> lay a little 
ialand, on which stoed one or two houses surrounded by 
trees; we steered for it, and brought up under its lec for the 
night. On the following day, haring pnssed through the 
Chon-pin lake* we entered auothcr Bmnll one, a few miles to 
the west, called Yangchee, and about noon brought up at the 
village of Kwaug-moo-sen, on its south bank. Here our 
boatmen ’went on ghore to buy rice and vegetables, and we 
had not been at anchor long, before news of the foreigner’s 
arrival spread through the riUnge, and men, women, and 
cliiidrea from every house flocked down to the boat. I would 
have gone out and let them have a good look at mo, but 
Philip and lowlee strongly urged mo not to show mj^clf. 
The good fathers in Hankow had cautioned mo to trust en¬ 
tirely to the advice of Lowlee, while travelling in Hoopeh, 
as the people of this province are generally illnilisposod 
towards foreigners. I therefore kept quiet within the boat, 
but the crowd would not be satisfied without a view, and 
BW'amied on boartl, getting on the roof and peering through 
cveiy chink in ray cabin. So many at last got on board that 
Philip and Lowlee became nervous, and shoved tlio boat off 
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frotn tUe sliore, upsetting mnnj of our visitors into the water. 
Upon this T fanciod that a mw was bevitahle, but a Chiuoae 
crowd k ft etmuge thing in its pecnHnritjes * the people on 
shore roared with laughter at those who had fallen into the 
watflTj and the latter as they scrambled on sliore mada off to 
e$capB the bantering of tho erow^d. Our bofttmen having 
beard the disturbance buiried ou board, mid it was with a 
considerable feeling of relief that I found rojself once again 
out oil tho kho. 

Towardis evening we left this lake and eirtercd a canal 
wdth a strong current^ which obliged onr bpatmen to land 
and tow the boat by meana of a rope from tho mast-head. 
As Philip and myself w'ero at dinner, the boat suddenly gave 
a lurch, sending onr cups and chopsticks chasing each other 
about the cabin floor j tho Lowder oomiDenced jelliug^ and 
w'fts loudly answeied by the boatmen from the shore; I wag 
not long in getting on deck, when I found the boot drifting 
gidew'ays down the canal. The Lowuler told ug that in 
attempting to gtetn the cunrent rushing from the canal into 
tho lakop the boat had touched the ground an<l become un¬ 
manageable.^—After some little difficulty^ we managed to get 
her head up-stream, and the coolie-s towed us up to the mgh 
of watcr^ when just as we were up^ creek went the 
towing line, and away we drifted down-stream again. The 
whole ecene was vety absurd; the Lowder teamed at the 
boatmen, one of whom was quite deaf, and the other, after 
repeated vain efforts to make him nudorstand Bomething 
commenced a series of pantomimic gesdures that sent the 
Lowder nearly mad. Aa we wore getting into a state of 
iiLlcr confuNiou, and drifting down-stream at the rate of four 
miles an hour, I thought it was time to interfere ■ so Philip 
and myself act to work with polos, and succeeded in fetchuig 
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tlie boat np along^de tho hriDk, -when a new tow-ropo was 
fastened to tlie most, and away we went, thia time getting 
lip the rush of water all right We anchored for the night 
at a point aoniB distanoe above i and for tlie first tune iduce 
leaving Hankow^ J went on shore- About a quarter of a 
mile from opt andioragej on the banks of a large pool, w^e 
mw numbei-TS of wild go&BOj sn I sent to tbo boat for my 
rifle, and while waiting within three hundred yards of the 
birds, watched them at their oveniog toilet, Tlieir uuEnbors 
were astonishing even to one who has shot among the 
lagoons of East and West Australia, and the jheols of 
India, where wild fowl am considered numerouaj hut they 
are notbiiig to be compared to the numberg to bo seen on 
the lakes in the neighbourhood of the Lower Yang-ts“ river^ 
I have often heard, wiiile in the centre of one lake, the noiso 
of a flock of geese rising from another more than three miles 
off, so wonderfully numerous are they. The Chinese never 
seem to tToublo theuiBelves about catching wild fowl, except 
in the vicinity of htrga townSj consequently the bitds visit the 
lakes: undisturbed during the winter monthgi, and leave m the 
spring for their breeding grounds, but where these may bo, I 
eould never aisccrtain \ the Chinese cdl assured me that tliey 
are far away to the north—^hmv Ikr it is impossible to say^ 
only it is certain that they do not breed In the lakes in the 
central or soutiiem part of China. 

Philip having brought luy rifle, I stalked the Hock to 
within 200 yards, when a few began to rise. Wisliing to 
see them on the wing in a body, I diseliarged a barrel in the 
jiir, when up ro^te a perfect cloud of hirJa all round me, and 
the uoiso of their wings was deafening. In the confusion of 
tlieir risbig 1 fired, bringing down a single bird, and having 
secured this, returned to my boat; but during the whole 
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Dight we were disturbed by the flock returning in detftcla- 
mentii to tbeir resting plac^x 

The Chinese tell a very pretty story of the aiMtimoiiial 
affection of wild geese. They say that on the (loath of the 
male bird the female never iiinte?i ogam, but lives for tho rest 
of her days a widow, nionniing the loss of her first bve; and 
the male bird is equally constant, never supplying the place 
of a lost consort 

Next day we passed tho villages of Fang-kow and She- 
wan*sha-kow, each oonUining about 2Ui>0 inhabitants. At 
the latter, Ijowdce informed me that a native Catholic 
mtsaionary resided, in charge of a eongrogation of over 300 
converts ; but vre did not land, and passed on to the village 
of Nil-kwan, where the Customs officials demanded our 
passport I sent Fliilip with it, and heietiirned accompanied 
by a mandariD of inferior rnnk^ who seated himself in the 
cabin, and proved very inquisitive. My knives, combs, 
brushes, watch, and looking-glass, were closely osamiogd. 
He wished to buy eveiy^tldng, evidently in the hope that I 
would gratify him with a pre^nt of some article ^ in this^ 
however, I disappointed him, and he turned his attention to 
my clothes. My fiannol hunting-sbirts were objects of great 
iulerest, and he could not redst asking for one j and on my 
declining, he appeared very much astonished at my refusal, 
but turned the conversatioii^ and complimented me on my 
appearance, saying that 1 was not like a foi-eigner, hut more 
resembled a Chioamaii+ Having at his request lighted my 
meerschaum, charged with good Cavendish tohacco, I inrnded 
it to him, whereupon ho puffed away with great gusto; but, 
alas I it was veiy strong - he soon complained of feeling 
unwell, and bastUy left the boat with his eatellilea, scoreely 
able to bid me good night. During the day I took a walk on 
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tilt banks of the cauuL Btroro going ashore 1 hod lietl a 
crjmsod silk scurf round my waist; but when Philip saw it, 
be ask«I me to take it off, ns it was a rebel sign, and would 
alarm the people. Of tins I soon Lad confirmation, for as I 
was taking it ofl' an old Clntuunau pa^ed as, and on seeing 
the scarf, shook his head at me. I «]«, made another un¬ 
lucky mistake during tbo day. Wldb standing smoking on 
the deck in front of my cabin, I happened to expectorate 
over the bow, when one of the boatmen puUetl me violently 
on to my back, amidst tbe howling of himself and mate. For 
a moment J felt inclined to throw the fellow overboaixl, but 
PhUip explained to me that I bad, according to Chinese 
superstition, offended the wind goJ, so I told him to toll the 
^tmen that the god would excuse me, ns I had done it in 
ignorance, rbey were, however, very much put out, and 
said that we sliould know to-morrow whether tlie god was 
angiy or not; if he was, we should have a foul wind, and his 
wrath would liave to be appeased with fire crackers, to 
purchase which they demanded some chen, and on tlie 
recommendation of Philip I gave them 250, with which they 
purchased crackers at a village, and in tho evening duly 
discharged them in a propitiatory fusillade 
The natural creeks hod now been replaced by cuttings 
between the lakes, and as I walked abng the bank.s 1 sow 
away inland vast alluvial plains, intemected by dykes, which 
I have no doubt in former times were carefully maintained, 
and served as a harrier against the floods ^ but the decay 
umveniaj in China has overtaken them in many places, and 
«iey now serve only as causeways and partial barriers against 
inundations. In some places about the plains the water still 
fomed large shallow bgoi„,. 

wheat, barley, and rice looked lumriaotJy green. The dykes 
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forming the lianka of the canal rose thirty feet in height, and 
were of great tlnekncss i nuaieroiiB houses were Luilt on the 
summits, while on their slopes peas^ beans, tobaeco, and 
cabbages were grcni iug in ajiundancfe Near evety house 
were stacks of wheat and rice straw, used as provender for 
the bullocks and buffaloes, and cotton and bean Etalks, which 
are UEsed in this neighbonrhood for fuel Along the foot 
of the dykes, and near the water's edge, wihow trees of great 
height were growing, and in the reaches lent quite a Dutch 
appearance to the canal. Crown and a species of wbite- 
hreasted jackdaw forined colonies on their branches, and - 
kept up a constant noisy churuB. In these dyke lands much 
care is- bestowed upon the planting and pruning of the 
willows, which here also servo na a breakwater in the summer 
floods, while their roota bind tbe soil of the dykes together. 

In the construction of the canals there is a great pecu¬ 
liarity- their couree is serpen tino, having from three to four 
large enrvos to the mile, which again contain smaller ones, 
This method of constrnctian appears at first sight ill ailaptcd 
to the requirements of trafiic or dreiniige, besides involving 
much additional dyking; but the people assunaj me that 
this system of canal making in such a plain as that of the 
south and east of Hoopcla which for four laoaths of the year 
is one great Jake Inteiseeted by innumembic. dykes, is of 
great importance, for should the canals be cut straight from 
lake to lake, the water in the autumnal fall would gain such 
velocity as it rushed to its parent, the Yiuig-t8",fla to entirely 
prevent navigatton, and cause great damage to the dykes. 

During my 1 IJr I came to a inige village built along the 
dykedop, at tliis point some 200 ynitls wide. Near every 
house numbers of pigs ware tethered to pegs in the ground 
by rape* passing through holes in their cam; they had no 
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kind of flifilter over them, and I did not see a singlo pig 
ru nning loosa. Tlio resuit o f tills tougU trcAtmaut visible 
in tbair j^timtcd growtL 

Passing along tbo main street of tbc villnge I notit^d a 
great number of oil milk, where oil was being pressed from 
cotton flfiod, and entered one oftbom to os amine tho proccaa, 
wbicb -was apparenti^r siniplo. The seed was ground into 
meal by means of a Luge mili-stone about fire feat in 
diameter, trayclling in a circular trough, ami revolving on a 
pole leading from a post fixed in tbe centre of tlic circle 
made by tbe trough; to tbo end of tho polo projecting oataido 
Ibe stoDD a bullock was harnessed, and siippUcd ibo niotivo 
power. Tho swJ, when ground, was put into rough hempen 
bags, and steamed over a large boiling caiddror, and then 
transferred into round moulds for the pressing machine, and 
the oil expressed. Tlio people were very civil, and were 
proceeding to show me the press, wbeu in walked a Hanfcow 
boatman, who, immediately necognising me, called out, 
" lyawt Yang-jen I “ (foreigner). This produced an instant 
commotion ; the mill people left work, nod crowded round 
me, for tlicy had evidently up to this moment taken ino for a 
mandarin from Canton, my fair complexion rcfwmbliiig that 
of tho CaiitonesQ, Outsidei, people were shouting *■ Yang- 
kwai-b™ [" "Poneigti devil,"and soon the wholevillngo collected 
in front of tlio mill I felt very aerveuB wben I beard the war 
cry of " Foreign devil," and PJdlip aniioualy urged mo to make 
for tho boat; but that was some distance ahead,and we were 
therefore obliged to face the crowd, Tho moment I got into 
the street I was greeted with groaiis and lo. J angry rdiouls 
of ** Yang-k'W‘a[-ta“,'' 

Feeling that it would be useless to run, I filled my bng 
Chincso pipe, and sccitig a reapoctablo old raau who stood 
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by smokings with apjuiTeiit indiffcrenco I askod him politely 
for a. light He gave me one, and Philip at oace engaged him 
in conversitioa. This distraoteJ the attention of the crowd 
—just exactly what 1 w anted; be became very inqiiLBitive, and 
was greatly entertained hjPbilip'a account of me, During 
aE this time we had been quietly walking towards the boat, 
which we could see waiting at the far end of the village. 
AVTienever any one pressed too close upon us^ our new ftiond 
rebuked them^ and the crowds fleeing that he treated me 
politely, ^ined at once to regain their good nature, but they 
followed us to the boat Having regained it 1 asked the old 
man into the cabin, and invited him to drink a cup of Samshu 
with me. He was a kind old fellow^ and turned out to be 
the proprietor of the mill I had entered Me asked me to 
excuse the nideneas of the villager, who he said did not 
understand mamiers, and w ere veiy much afraid of foreignm^ 

After drinking a cup of Samshu he asked permission to 
go, and I escorted him to the tabin-door, whcTC wc took a 
ceremoniona leave of each other. The crowd had nearly all 
dispersed while we were inside^ and the few people remaiiiiiig 
retired with the old man, anxious to hear from him all about 
" the foreign dovil"^ 

As soon m we were clear of tlic vihage I began to breathe 
freelv again* This was my first collision with a hostile 
Chinese crowd j lhad got wdlout of it, but only by assuming 
a coolness that 1 wm very far from feeling, Ptiilip w as greatly 
deUghied, aud he and Lowlee talked our adventure over with 
apparently great pleasure, repeatedly telling me that I had 
hwl a narrow escape, and but for my " savee,”^ — ije., coolness 
—might have been badly treated. Phi] ip's c^uicknesa in 
pei-celviug my object in asking the old imu for a light, and 
at once entering into conyersation with him^ did much to 
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show me that 1 had in my interpreter a man to bo depended 
on in case of diflScciltyp and I c<>tife^ that I felt easier and 
elated rather than otherwise by the adventure. 

A few milea above this village we passed under the first 
bridge since leaving Hankow. .It was a wooden structure^ 
with supjraitB some ten yards apart:; and about thirty feet 
from the right bank of the creek a sort of trap-door arrange- 
mc^itp which permitted the boat’s mast to pasai A road lerwl-^ 
ing from the south to the city of Maiu-jangp about twenty 
tnilcs distant to tho north, crossal the bridge^ whieh w^as 
oiily wide enough to allow two horses to pass each other. 

From this point the country gradually became more ele¬ 
vated, and 1 noticed in the fields the dried stalks of cotton^ 
and young crops of w'heat. harleyp Chiuese cabhageSp aud 
winter broad beans m great plenty Our progress was still 
slow, for a light breeze fn>m tiie north-east blew in our teeth, 
compelling us to make our iivay with oar^ and occasionaliy 
by tracking. 

The dykes hereabouts are frequently used as burial piaeeSp 
the nearest hill being nenriy forty luilea off As we were 
often obliged to make fast to the hank in order to let funeml 
processions pass, I had an opportunity of seeing that of a 
man of fortune. The was very grand; inouroerSt 

banils of musicians, and banners were numerous. The body, 
in oue of the large coffins peculiar to China, was placed on a 
catafalque elevated on planks lashed across three boats; and 
decorated with flags on poles six feet high. The widow and 
mother of the deceased sat on tho coffiu, wailing most 
piteouslyp wffiile numbers of hned female motiiners dressed 
in wliitCj the garb of mourning in China^ filled another of tho 
six boats following the coffin. Such boat was alowly pro¬ 
pelled by oarsmcQp keeping stroke to the solemn beating of a 
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gong, wliilo baiida of reed and instrunieiita occaaiotially 

^riick up iKoumful tuncs^ atu] drowned tbe wadiug of tlio 
female raournera. 

Tlie intcmeiit was to take place a long way from the pomt 
wdiete we met the procession, which would ptohably occupy a 
week in reaching the burial ground, 

We were now neAiing Sha-a^; a fair wind would have 
taken, nn there in ebc honm, but kavlug both wind and stream 
againist us, we made %^ery slow progress. 

On the morning of the l^tb of January, nine days after 
leaving Hankow^ we entered the Tsang-hoo lake, and anchored 
in the middle for the night. We had poled aU day, there 
being hut little water in the lake, the greateat depth fuund 
being four to five feet, 

Numbei^ of large boats were engaged in tiuwling, their 
huge saila appearing three times too large for their hulls. 
Their trawls were very large, and the weedy bottom of the 
lake greatly impeded theiUp rendering the large sails neces¬ 
sary. The immense numbers of large and small fish taken 
hj this method are almost incredible, and fishing gives occu¬ 
pation to the crews of a large fleet of boats, besides numbers 
of men engaged in fishing with cormorants. Near to where 
w^e auchorocl two men in their canoes were fishing wdth a 
flock of some forty birtls, and 1 sat for some time greatly 
interested in their proecedings. Along the sides of their 
canoes U'ene la&hod bamboo poles, forming perches for the 
birds, which^ as they rose to the surface near the boat, were 
dexterously lifted on to them by the men, who each carried a 
long bamboo with a blunt book at the endj this they put 
under the bird as it sat in the water, aud by a sudden jerk 
landed it on the petch. Sometimes a cormorant would come 
up with a fish as big a^ itself, and weighing from seven to 
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eight pounds j then a great eomTOOtinn would take place; nil 
the corcnonuita near would Lurry to its oaaistaneo with boaieo 
cries, and the men would cheer them on by shouts of Haw- 
haw, yup !" until they could get near enough to whip up the 
fish in a landing-net, after which they would perch their 
birds, and removing the rings round their necks, feed them 
with pieces of fish. 

On the foUowing day, after leaving the lake, we passed 
several small villages, the people of which seemed principally 
engaged in the sale of spars for boat masts. These spars are 
brought down from Honan during the summer Hoods, 

The bnuks of the ganal leading from the Tsang-hoo lake 
were in many places faced with stone, and as we neared 
Slia-s“, the pagodas of which were visible, the bed of the 
Canal widened, but the water became shallowor, causing great 
obstruction to traffic. Hundreds of boats laden with cotton 
and cotton piece goods for shipnaeDt to Sz-chuan, and others 
laden with vogetables and oil for Hankow, almost blocked up 
the channel, which within a mile of Sba-s° became uu- 
navigable; so wo came to an anchor in ao immense crowd 
of boats, just above the Ctistoma station, at the village of 
Chow-see, where our passports wore demanded, and the 
mandarin immediately pa.ssed us, sending me a message to 
the effect that he was very busy, or he would have visited me. 

Our first stage was accomplished, and it was ncoessaiy that 
w’c should here change our boat for one of a different class, 
used in ascending the Yang-ts" rapids. Out first task, 
however, was to procure quarters in the city; I therefore 
sent Philip ashore to hire rooms in an hotel. 

Seen from where we lay, the tomi of Sha-s“' was not very 
imposing, a few joss houses and wood j-ards, with their stacks 
of spam, forming the prbcipal features ; while rouud the 
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suburbs 1 noticed ti few fir tTooSi tlie first trees, except 
willowSj ■Hve had seen ruico leaving Hankow, Sha-s^ is 
situated on the loft bank of the Yang-la'"^ and derives its 
principal importanco from the tro-iisit trade through it from 
Sz-ebuan to Hankow'. A great many of the jtiuks from 
Cliting Cbing discbaigo their cargoes here, instead of taking 
the long river journey to Hankow^ and reload piece goods 
brought to Sha-s"^ by the route we had foUow'ed. 

From the nature of the country traveUed through up to 
this point, there are few spots suited for the sates of large 
towns, and there are eouseqnonUy but few of any importance. 
The city of Main-yang, situated about fifty miles N.W. of 
Hankow^ is the seat of government, and the country lying 
between the Han river and is under its jurisdiction. 

On the journey I collected some interesting facts, as to the 
relations of the people living in the dyko lauds, as well as those 
li^dng in the reed-growing country^ wdth the govemmeut 
The only officttds with whom they are brought in contact, are 
the few petty maudaricis at the Cuetoins' stations, who at 
stated seasons tiwcl througli their districtEi collecting ground 
rent, and beyond paying this tax^ the people see little of the 
mandarins, and trouble them less. There are no soldiei^ to 
be seen, each village and hap-klet maintaining its own watch¬ 
man by public contiibutionH The isolated position of the 
people struck me so forcibly, that I was led to make inquiries 
at many of the villages passed through^ ps to the admini¬ 
stration of the law amongst them, and from what I gathered 
it may be said that they literally govern ttkein$elve& 

All civil disputes are settled by the two oldest men of the 
families of the disq^utants, w^ho act as arbitmtom, their award 
being practically final, subject^ however^ to an appeal 
to the civil manclarin at Main-yaiigj but such an appeal h 
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rarely ever maciej, aiid then only m cases where the parties 
are wealthy^ and one or the other seekfi the utter min of his 
opponent p Lesser criminal cases are likewise dispose of by 
the elders of vtUages; but crlmimLlH chafed witli capital 
enmeSr must be sent to Main-yang to be tried by the niMi- 
darins. Tliia mode of partial self-government seems to be 
successful, if one may judge from the industrious and peace¬ 
ful appearance of the people, who aUo look woh-to-do^ and 
are well and warmly clad in wdnter. Contrary to what might 
be eapeeted from the nature of the countryi they seem sub¬ 
ject to few' diseases^ these of aii ophthahnic nnd asthmatic 
nature being most common. As a rule they a^-o a healthy 
looking race^ of fair stature, with strongly marked Taiiar 
features. 

Philip^ on his return to the boat^ mfomied me that he had 
liired a room in an hotol, and that we would have to take up 
our quarters there m the morning. He was fuD of the 
strange sights that he had seen, one of which was a camel; 
some Pekinese drug merchant having hitiught the animal 
with him, its rarity in this part of China serving as a capital 
advei'tisemeut. 

In the evening onr boatmen hod a feasrt, and towards 
bed-time asked leave to present themselves, iliat they might 
take leave of me; the fellow^s had really behaved well during 
the journey^ so I gave permission for them to enter, and had 
to drink Samshu with each of them^ receiving from the old 
IrOwJcr a long address, in which he conveyed to mo tho good 
wishes of himself and crew> for my safety in the wonderful 
journey before me, after w'hich I gave them each a present 
and sent them off quite happy. The occasion of my having 
inadvertently spat over the bow of the boat, was the only time 
that 1 bad reason to complaiu of rudeness on the port of 
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iliesfe men, and it is worthy of remark, aa showbg what a 
superstitious class they ai'e. 

Next morniug about ten o'clock, the people of the hotel, 
where our rooms bad been engaged, sent a ebatr for me, and 
baggage coolies; on our way from tlio boat to the hotel we 
passed through about n mile and a half of suburbs, where 
Oveiy available clear space was covered with-mats, on which 
was spread orange peel to dry in the sun; this, when dried and 
pulverised^ is highly esteemed by tbe Chinese as a stomiichic. 
Along the main street wo met string after string of donkeys^ 
ponies, and mules, laden with country produce for the mar¬ 
ket. The shops were generally of a good class^ and from the 
number of those in the pipe trade, one might suppose that 
the mhabitants did little else but smoke. Provisions of all 
kinds, and in great plenty, were exposed for sale, and amongst 
them I noticed mutton, pheasants^ and potatoes. 

After more than an hour's jolting, I was set down before 
the hotel door« A descent of three or four step? led to tbe 
first, or entremee hall; facing ub, over an mner door, were 
large pictures of Omee and To-foo, princes who, as Chinese 
legends say, were sent to the west from China, to flearch for 
the man who, aocordiog to visions seen by the Emperor in his 
dreams, would by his great wisdom diffuse univoraal peace 
througlioiit tbe Empire/ then distracted by robcUioiL, On 
each aide of the pictures, in niches in the wall, were the small 
gilt Josses or household gods, with a lamp burning in front of 
them. In the outer hall many guests W'ero assembled to get 
a look at the foreigner on his arrival- when they saw me, 
however, dressed like one of tliemselves; with a shaved head, 
and a respectahb tail, they appeared disappointed, and I 
passed through them without causing any excitement 

* ApprnilLr, mst* 
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Tbe landlord oo ushering mo into my rcwnip requested 
three hundred chon per diem, instead of one hundred and 
6fty, the uaual price, aa agreed to hy Philip, who on hearing 
the demand was very angry^ aad it was not until after I bad 
threatened to seek quarters elsewhere^ that we settled for the 
usual charge, which included two cups of rice and a plate of 
imk cabViage twice a dayp and a saucer of cotton oil wuth rush 
wick, to Light onr room. 

We ordered breakfast to be served in the inner hadh into 
which our room opened, and sat down in the presence of 
more tlian a dozen people, lodgers in the hofise; they bad 
assembled for the purpose of seeing the foreigner eat, ex¬ 
pecting n treat, but were again disappointed by seeing that I 
fed like one of themselves^ and all, with the exception of 
three women, went about their business before I had finished. 
Although they seemeti anxious to hoar and see all about mo, 
they were quiets and did not offer the least insult. Curiosity 
is a characteristic of the Chinese, and ita gratifit^tioa 
possesses an irrcsisttble charm for thonn 1 remember with 
shame new, that before I went amongst them, and under¬ 
stood their ways, 1 had often treated as impertinence a 
harmless curiosity, and m doing so, offended the sensitive 
disposition of a really good-natured people. 

After breakfast, 1 paid a visit to tbe Calholic Mission 
Agent, Chco-sion-sen by name, a wealthy mErcbant engaged 
in an extensive trade with Sz-ebuau, with whom I had to 
arrange about fLinds for our journey to Chung Ching^ We 
were shown into a little jpoem next the counting^houBe, 
where w'e found several ChriBtians, merchants from Chung 
Ching, smoking their pipes, each with his cup of tea on a 
small table before him. A.s booh as I seated myself, a little 
boy placed a tea eup before me, and throwing in a pinch of 
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fragTAUt tCAj poured in boiling water from a kettlOj 

wliich he took from a little stand orer a charcoal fire burning 
in an iron bmsier in the centre of the room ; having thun 
helped me lo tea, he took my long Cliineae pipe, and filling 
it with tobacco, banded it to me with a lights and tben took 
up bis place behind my chsiir. Nothing could exceed the 
quiet politene&a and quickneaa, with which this little fellow 
served me j to every one in the room I was a perfect stranger 
and a foreigner^ yet being in a house of business no distinc¬ 
tion was made between me and any of the Chinese present 
Several other little waiters shewed the Sz-chuan merchauta 
the same attention as had been paid to me; my preiaence 
Caosod no inte;rruption to the oonvenMitioii^ which was being 
carried on when 1 entered, and while I waited for the mer¬ 
chant^ I smoked and drank tea at my leisure. 

After Waiting about half an hoiir^ the merchEnt came from 
the counting-house, and saluting me very courteously, apolo¬ 
gised for having kept me waiting, and after a few remarks 
on the crops and weatlier, enquired my business, 

On leaniing the object of mj visit he appeared quite 
pleased, and expresf^ed himself delighted to be able to do 
anything for a friend of tbo FatherSj and leading me into bis 
office, he paid me over the sum I required, merely taking 
from me a receipt for the amount. We then w ent back to the 
waiting-room, where be intrcxluced me to several of the Chung 
Chiiig merchants, and explained to his guests that I was a 
foreign morehont undertaking a great jonmey to open up 
commerce, and complimented me on my couiage in starting 
alone on so great an enterprise. 

We all sftt smoking and drinking tea for nearly two hours, 
when 1 noae to go; but my host fioid that dinner waa just 
ready, and he would be glad if I would join himself and 
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apologising at tlie same time for his homely fare^ 
saying that if he had knowa I was comings 1 should have 
had a proper diaaer. 

I was so charmed with the manner of this Chinese gentle- 
man—for such in bearing he really was—that I accepted bis 
invitatioQ, and sat down again; and in a few minutes all 
the other merchants, esEcept two young men^ who were per- 
tmnent guests, kfh and a serving-man then laid out the 
tabki placing a pair of ivory chop-stieks, tipped with silver, 
for each of us, and brought in the dinner^ consistiag of fish 
soup, liolled and fided fish, atewed ducks, mutton and fowL 
We took our seats—the ho^st Inst—and w'ere then hanided 
cups (about the sbe of a Large breakfast^cup) of rioe> and in 
the interval before the soup and fish were brought in, baked 
melon seeds were placed before us on small plates } these we 
nibbled at for a few minutes, until our hesL taking his chop- 
sLiebi upp put Lheir points into a plate of fish, and looking 
round the table, bowed to ns^ whoreupon we siirLuhnneeusly 
helped oui^elves^ and ootnmenecd our meal I kept up a 
lively conversation on the subject of foreigners and their 
wonderful uiventions during the dinner^ which I thotoiighly 
enjoyed When we bad finished we all stood up, holding 
our ehop^ticka by the tips with both hands horkontally in 
front of our foreheads as a sign of thankfulness and aL«i 
respect to our host. We then sat down sgaiUj and little 
kettles of hot Samshu were brought in, and we commenced 
to drink wine with each other* 

The two young merchants soon bocamo very loud in my 
praise^ flaying that 1 was quite difibrent to tlio foreigners in 
Hankow^ I was more like a Climoman j hut wore very 
anxious to know if 1 was of the same reli^on as thenisolveSj 
and when told that I was a Chmtkn, repeatedly embraced 
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me, calling mo n brother. We sat over eur Sanishii and 
sinckcd for u long time, the absence of anything like con- 
fitraiat amongst us, and the genuine hospitality of onr host, 
mak Lug the hours pass qnickly, I felt that I waa aeeLng 
Chinese life from a staod-point hitherto unknown to meat 
Earopeans, especially Englishnion; and I felt much gratLfieil 
with this my first adiniasion into the private life of the 
people whose manners and customs I bad adopted. During 
the time I was in the house I saw' no femaleSp with the 
exception of a servant, nor did I ever ia the house of any 
lespectahlo Chinaman meet the womankind during the 
greater part of a year epent amongst this people. 

It was post six before I rose to go. I could have stayed 
longer, but the potent Banish ii was gradually shortening my 
memory of passing time, and at last after a pressing invita¬ 
tion to yimt iriy host again, he led me to the outer court of 
bis bouse^ where his Eeilaa-chair^ coolies and lantern-bearers 
were in waiting for me. 

One of the young Sz-nhuon merchanis embrace<l me several 
times at parting, pressing mo to caH on Ills father at Chung 
Ching. At Iflist I got into my chair, and bade a good night 
to Cbce-sicn-sen, 

As I was going towards the hotel I could not help reflect' 
ing on the scone I had just left, so different in all respects 
from any previous idea 1 had formed of the ChiacKO character, 
of w'hich, though I bad dwelt for yearn in their conntiy, I ood- 
fess with shame, I had un til now know a nothing. 1 could 
not holp contrasting the leception my host had given me, a 
tot4d stranger and a foreigner, with that which he would 
probably have received at tny hands had he visited mo in 
Slianghai, when, as is usual with us Eagliehmen, he would 
very likely have had to come into my office without the least 
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pulitc cDcouragfcineDt from «c, and have tranBactcd his busi- 
aeas standing, after whieb I should probably have diemiascd 
bim Tvith a geHture of impatience. It Beams a great pity 
that vre Eingllshmen, being aucb a great commercial peoplej 
do nut associate ourselves more with the people amongst 
a'bom we trade. In China we would do wisely to tetnamber 
the old adage which tells us to ** do in Romo os the RomanB 
do,” and to meet the Chinese mere on a footing of ct^uality; 
in fact, adopt as much as possible their ways of business, and 
by this means do aw'ay with the systom of go-betweens 
which ia so detrimental to us in all oui dealingis with the 
people, of whom we really know notbiBg, By being brought 
mote ia con tact with them we should pick up tlieir language, 
and instead of being at the mercy of that villanous thing 
known under the name of Cbmprarlore, we Ebould at once 
preserve our digni^, and enter into more pleasojit and 
profitable relations with a people whose closer acquaintance 
ia better w'orth cultivating than we in our national insularily 
are prone to believe. 

On reaching the hotel I w'as glad to get to my room, 
and bad just taken off my Jacket and outer long coat, wh eu 
some one knocked at the door, and a Chinaman, aceom- 
paiiied by three ladies, who were lodging in the hotel, 
presented himself, asking if they might come in and see 
the foreigner, ^ol thinking it wise to attempt seelusiveness, 
I invited the party in, and giving the visitors our only two 
chairs, Pliilip ordered in onr teapot and kettle, and old 
Lowlee acted os waiter. 

We all freely entered into conversation, and the ladies soon 
made known the real purport of their visit, namely, to inspect 
the euiious things which foreigners are supposed generally 
to cany about with them. My pipe, brushes, and comb. 
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looking-glass, rifle, and pisiolp were all examiae^l mos^t 
minutely. One of iUe ladies, wliose husband was a Haukow 
trader, ssaid 1 was not Hte the foreigners she had seen there, 
but looked more like a Caaton mandarin, which she laugh¬ 
ingly said she believed me to be. On taking off my green 
spectacles which I had put on previous to admitting them, to 
disguise mj eyes, the three ladies visibly started, and con- 
fesse<l that 1 must be a foreigner, fkstn the look of my cj^ 
\Vlien pressed to tell mq wlmt pcculinrity they saw in 
them, after a good deal of hesitation the lady who hod 
first spoken said they looked like devirs eyea” I did 
not feel much flattered at hearing thia, and put on my 
spectacles again. This seemed to remove their timidity, 
and we continued talking until a late hour. During their 
visit I succeeded in making a friead of one of the ladies, 
whose baby, about eight mouths" old, I nursed and 
eventually put to sleep in ray lap. On taking it from my 
arms she told Philip that if I had any washing or sewing to 
be done, she woidd do it for his kind old” master. 

My visitors left about 11 P.SL, and I then prepared for 
bed^ Shortly after tuniing in, I suddenly began to feel an 
uncomfortable crawling seosation in several parts of my body^ 
accompanied by great irritation. I mentioned this to Philip, 
who thereupon advised me to get up, and be would see what 
it was. \Ve looked^ and discovered insects innnraorable. 
This was my first experience of Chinese beds. The first 
shock was painful, and I hesitated to turn m again; but 
Philip, and Lowlee, who had come in to help in the 
search, assured me that every hotel in China was the same^ 
and if these small matters prevented me sleeping, 1 should 
have a bad ,time of it I suppressed my horror as much 
as po^blo, and turned in again, but not before 1 had 


Ch. H ] CHINESE BEDFELLOWS. 45 

tlic straw mattraas, which is always pro^idtjdl at hoti^lsp 
throi™ into the court-jard In a very short time my tor- 
nionts began again, sleep I could not^ and I lay tosaing about 
on the bard boards in perfect Sigony, At last I groaned 
aloud^ and attracted the attention of one of my noighbours 
and v^isitors of the evening in an adjoining room, who 
inquired what was the matter, and on Philip mfomdng her. 
she and her companions screamed with laughter. Finding 
sleep impossible, I got up and dressed, and sought solace in 
my pipe, while 1 sat for hours thinking over the day, and 
making a survey of the room. It was blackened by tho 
tobacco Eunoke of ages, and smelt like a ferret cage. Dirt 
formed a coating several inches thick on tlio floor, and 
would have rendered U\dng in such a place impossihb, but 
for the ventilation admitted through a largo hole in the 
wall which did duty as a window^ Two of the four walls 
were mat-partitions separating our room from two other 
dens^ in one of which an aged Celestial coughed throughout 
the night with asthn^atic eneigy^ while in the other were 
my Indy visitors and their children, which little cherubs occa¬ 
sionally joined in a duet of Rcroams, Towards morning I 
fcU aaleop, and slept undisturbed in my chair until Ijowleo 
brought me a cup of tea and my pipe^ 

On leaving my room about ten o'clock, I found many of 
tho lodgers were out iu the court-yard, porforruing their 
toilet; men were cleaning their teeth, and the women 
combing each other^s hair* The house barber waited on me 
to know if I wanted shaving, and as my hair and beard had 
Ijegun to grow again, 1 ordered him to come iu the aibemoou. 
The cook then informed me that my moruiug rice was leadVj 
and I $at down to a breakfast of rice, salt fish, and stewed 
duck^ I/)wlee having procured the latter at a cockshop next 


TSAVELS OF A I’lONEEIl OF COMMERCE. [Cn, n, 

door. We had also very good fried potatoes, and Ettle 
whcaten cakes, and I made a capital meal in the prewDce of 
a number of people, who, boweyer, paid little or no attent ion. 
Several children were running about, and on giving them 
some oranges they crawled about me without the least fear; 
nor were their tnothera airaid, the general impression being 
that I was not a Yang-kwni-ts" such as are seen in Hankow. 
This confidence of the people gave me great pleasure, 
especially as I remembered how, when travelling in the 
neighbourhood of Hankow, children on seeing the Yang- 
kwai-ts“ would run screaming to their mothers, who, folding 
them in their anns, would huriy away as frem an evil spirit. 

After breakfast, many women came to the hotel on pre¬ 
tended visits to the female lodgers, only, howrever, to gratify 
their curiosity about the male foreign devil, and as I sat 
smoking they with their children gradually drew round me, 
and, some sitting on the ground, and othora on benebca, plied 
their needles at variong articles of dress and sUk^mbreidered 
shoes. In the course of the morning I chatted freely with 
them. Mkmg through Phibp many questions as to their 
manners and customs. Many of their children were great 
fat things, their faces and hands covered with soi^s. On 
eakmg the cause of the latter, the women told me that, as a 
rule, mothers do not allow their children to laato any other 
food but milk until they a« two yc-ara old. at which age they 
are weaned, and the sudden cliange of diet from milk to rice, 
salt vegetables, and pork causcKl the some I had nodcod, 
^eujg a numfer of little girb tmldling about w-itb their 
feet tightly bandaged. I could not help asking their mothora 
why they tortured their children in such a manner. My 
quesdon appeared to cause some ami^emenUnd they replied 
It was Churn custom, and no female of any respectobmtv 
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coulfi poaaiblj have Jarge feet It m veiy strange that Queen 
Fashion sliould, even amongst the practical Chinese, reign 
supreme, in deiianee of comfort. Tlie Chinese, however, 
ekim a show of reason for the dofoimitj, which, they say, 
prevents the women gadding about, and jeopoidising the 
honour of their husbands, wrbile it adck to that helpless 
depopdenco on ronn which, oven to onr European idcaa^ adds 
so much to the natural charms of woman. Chinese poets liken 
the helpless, tottering gait of the smalhfooted w^oman to the 
grai^efiil waving to and £ro of the Kly, 

Some writers have said that the small foot Is not common 
throughout Chino, and have probably mrived at this con*- 
elusion from observations made at Canton and Houg-keng^ 
w here the lower classes do not praetbe the defonnity so much 
OH in other parts. It is, however, a fashion that exists every- 
when? as a mark of respectability, and in no city more so, 
perhaps, than in Canton, though ainuogat the Tartar women 
the deformity is never seeiL It is no old custom in China, 
and was in vogue before the time of Confucius. The common 
version of its origin is that it first originated in the seraglio of 
one of the emperors, whose favourite wife eloped with a water- 
cariiBr^ This is doubtless a popular legend, founded ou the 
probable fact that the custom first origrinated amongst the 
ladies of the imperial seraglio, before the Tartar dynasty 
reigned, not os a punishment^ hut growing out of the desire 
to nuike their feet look small by bandaging, instead of 
w'caring tight shoes with heels in the eeutre of the foot* 
which they found, probably, caused them as much pain in 
the wearing oa the bandage, without tmlf its effect. 

Whatever mBucuee this deformity may have had on the 
virtue of the mmates of the palace, it is certain that Cbins^ 
like all other civilised countries, Im as yet faded to put 
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down prostitution, in the ranks of wlueh the innnll foot attnuis 
itn greatest perfection; and I am inciined to think with 
Doolittle, the ablest of our English writers on the social life 
of the Chiueac, that the eustotn originated rather in the 
caprice of fiishion than la the desire of the Chinese by this 
means to guard the chastity of their women; and this 
appears still more likely from the absence of any legislative 
enactment on the subject 

DifiFering from other writers on the subject, I am disposed 
to believe that the compression does not inflict the pain it is 
supposed to cause, for I have noticed in child ren in all stages 
of bandaging that they crawl and toddle about without much 
apparent diflSculty or pain. The bandage is first applied 
when the child is three or four years old, and operates so 
gradually that 1 am certain the pain Is much less than is 
generally supposed. All the femides that I have spoken to 
on the subject assured me that the most painful time is when 
they are about ten years of age, and growing very fast I have 
never been able to get a look at the deformed naked foot, 
but, as may he supposed from the extremity being so small, 
and from what I have been told, the foot is reduced to a 
shapeless mass, and is offensive to look at, for it is generally 
covered with ulcerated sores from the breaking of the skin. 

About mid-day a party of disbanded soldiers on their way 
to Sz'Chuan arrived, and took up their quarters at the hotel 
Tliey were a set of lawless rascals, and os soon as they entered 
took possession of the house, driving oil the respectable 
lodgers to their rooms. Several of the fellows emne to my 
table, and helped tliemsel vee to tea and tobacco, and asked 
Lowlee some questions about me. When infomed that 1 was 
B foreigner, they told me they had been fighting against the 
rebels in company with some Europeans, and seemed very 
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proud of the fact I leaxoedp however, afterwards, that they 
had boon diabandcii by au Imperkl order, made at the 
petition of the people wliose coimtry they had pillaged on 
the march to meet the rebels. 

After they had dined, they came and sat down close to me, 
and commenced to gamble for chen with dice and dominoes. 
Tliey asked me to join them, so I sat down, and was soon 
deep in the game of chance. They were a true type of tho 
Chinese eoldier—'braggarts, thieves, opium smokers, and 
inveterato gamblers. We smoked smd drank Samahu the 
whole afternoon, each of us ordering liquor in tui-n; the land¬ 
lord supplied them because he was nftaid to refuse, well 
knowing that if he did they w'oxild take itas to payment, 
he never imogmed for a moment that they would be guilty of 
such a things However, to tne they were very civil, and Tied 
with each other in showdng me attentioiL 
As soon as the barber made his appeamnee ho was taken 
possession of, and the ragamuffins went in for a shave, each 
in his turn. As soon as the last one operated on, and 
the grumbling barber had been rewarded with ton ohen, 
about a twentieth part of what he was entitled to, I took my 
station on bis stool and Bubmitted to the operation, not 
without a slight feeling of diacomfort at the idea of being 
operated on by the ^me fingers and inatrumeuts os my 
disreputable eompanious, some of them being very scabby 
add covered with sores. However, an effort at self-controi 
heljied me, and I went through the ordeal while they con¬ 
tinued to play. 

The Chinese use no soap in shaving, but the head and face 
arc bathed in very hot water until the Lair is soft, and then 
the ra^r passes over one's scalp m amoothly as possible. 
Without faiusing the least dbeomforL It is surprising how 
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little smarting aecompnuies the process^ Every part of the 
faco, head, and neck is ehavedp and afterwards one feela a 
acnaatioti of pleasure similar to that after a good bath. It m 
certainly the great luxur^^ of the Chin^KW toikt. 

After our evening meal I received several presenta of 
oranges from the soldiem and lodgers. The former ail went 
out for the night, and I received several new visitors^ amongst 
them Captain ilurking-kgw, who took Captain Blaklston 
and his party np the Yang“ts“ in 1860, It was amusing to 
be told by him what strange indiidduals the foreigners were—^ 
fierce and hairyp but great men, and capital paymasters. He 
thought 1 must be quite n different kind of foreigner to 
those he bad taken tip the river^ and while ho sat in my 
room told me wondetfnl stories about them. It will be 
gratifying to Captain Blakiston to know‘ that the **devD '' 
who looked at the sun so much was quite a favourite with 
this jiiiik skipper^ who appeared to think him a very grvLUt 
achcilar, with much ” fire ic., bravery—in hia lieart, A dog 
betoDging to some of the party held an important place in the 
aupemtitious memory of the old man, who assured mo very 
confidentially that it was a devil-dog. 

In the evening Philip informed me that he hod hired a 
boat to take ua to Chung Ching, and ivo decided to leave 
Sha-s“ next morning. He had made a veiy good bargain, 
the Lowder having agreed to take 48,000 chen far the 
voyage, 28,000 to bo paid at starting, and the balance on 
arriving at the City of Quifoo, half w'ay between Sha-s“ and 
Chung Cliing. This did not include the customary weekly 
present of 20 cheu to each of the boatmen; this weekly 
pa^Tnenl is so much a recdgnised custom, that on hiring 
a boat it must ndivays be taken into consideration, as it 
makes ail the difference whether the pa^enger or the 
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Lowdcr pays it; in the latter case it mu^st be specified 
in tbe agrcemeot, or cbarter-paity, without the aigtting of 
which documeot liy both parties, ao boat cau safely be 
hired. 

In the bight, after I Jiad been seme time in bed, I was 
roused by a dreadful dLsiurbance in the boose; our soldier 
fnends bad returned in a very noisy wood, and bent on mis¬ 
chief, bad entered several rooms occupied by femalc-s, in spite 
of the loud remonstrance of the terrified landlord, who fol¬ 
lowed them about half undressed. The femaies whoso room 
adjoined mine, broke into my room sereammg, and were fol¬ 
lowed by several soldiers, who when they came against 
tne as I blocked up the doorway, winked in a familiar 
and an^-thing but pleasant manner; they did not, however, 
attempt to enter, but turned away with some jocular remark 
to Phibp on the good fortune of his master. Shortly after 
this, the landlord came to me with a request that I would 
join them, as they were gomg to make a night of it I refused 
at first, but on oecond thoughts, thinkbig that they might 
be troublesome if I refused, Joined them; they were very 
noisy, but appeared satisfied and even pleased at my having 
accepted their invitation, I was obUged to submit to their 
drunken ombraccs, w hile they declared repeatedly that I was 
a "how jen," U capital fellow. After PhUip and myself bail sat 
with them some time, I complained of being tired, and asked 
them to go to bed • they were almost incapable of shewing 
resistance, and went off quietly. On returning to my room, 

I found the women who bad sought refuge in it asleep on 
my bed. so 1 turned in alongside of Philip, and was soon 

At a very early hour next morning the soldiers went away, 
having first come to taka leave of me, when I thought I was 
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fairlj rid of them ; but they sdod returned with the landlord, 
who complained that they wjjshed to cheat him, having only 
paid half their liquor bill, which, they all speaking at once, 
assured me was most liberal on their part, considering that 
they were soldiers. Not wishing to be bothered with tliem, 
I told the hotel-keeper, that I would pay for the other half* 
amounting to 2,SOO chen, and the fellows took themBelyea off 
in high good humour, not, however, without a suspicion on 
my part, that I had been looked upon in the light of a pigeon 
by them j hut I felt thankful that I was not subjected to 
further inconvenience:. 

As we did not intend to embark imiLL midday, I ordered 
breakfast, and during the meal received visits from numerous 
sick people, who came to ask for medicines to cure their 
various complaints j some were asthmatic, others almost blind 
from ophthalmia, and not a few were inveterate opium 
smokers, who aftked for medicines to cure idiolr appetite 
for opium. To attempt prescribing for them all w'Oidd have 
been ^"ain, so I was obliged to say that my mcdiclDes were on 
board my boat As I was getting into my chair, tw'O lepers 
stretched out their ffngcrlcss hands^ entreating me to eure 
tbemj they were a shocking sight, and I was much grieved at 
not being able to help them. 

By noon our boat waa properly atowed, and though less 
than the one we had travelled in from Hankow to Shn-a« 
was comfortable and, above aM, safe. It was thirty feet long, 
with four feet beam, the lx>w and the stem turned up canoe- 
fasliion j a space of twelve feet in the centra part was covered 
over with water-tight reed matting, forming a capital protec¬ 
tion against wind and rain. In the fore-part of this bttk 
cabiup which was divided by a cross^mij, w o kept our smaU 
earthenware stove, cooking utengils, and baggage. Philip and 
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Lowlee aJso mjulo up tlieir l>ed3 there; the other itivisicm I 
occtipicd, which waa long enatigh for me to lie dowu at faU 
longtii, but I was obliged to crawl in and out on my hamb 
and knees. A space of ten feet from the bow was occupied 
by the three boatmen, who at night eovoi-etl it orer with mats, 
making themselTca veiy snug, and an equal sjiace aft, eeired 
as a shelter for the Lowder, This description of boat is mlmir- 
ably adapted for the navigation of mpidfl, for they draw veiy 
little water, and are built of an racoeclingly tough wood, which 
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grows in the district of Wan-chicn, a small town on the left 
bonk of the Yang-ts’*, in the province of Sz-chuan, wbeaco 
they are known along the Une of river as Waa-chien boats; 
they are propelled by oars, and a square sail itot on a pair of 
shears by way of mast, which can bo easily lowered or hoisted. 
A tow-rope IS attached to the mast-head, by means of which 
the boatmen haul the boat up rapids, and also track when 
the nature of the tivor banka permits them to walk. 

Having made all snug, we were about to cast off from the 
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81101*6, when Captain Elakigton'^ old Lewder came 
tawanfe us, evidently in a great state of OJtdtement He 
infortneJ us that he liad just iieen told by another Loader, 
newly arrived from up river, that one of tbo sU young 
Father, wdto bad left mo behind at Hantow^ had been 
drowmed m ascending one of the rapid 0 . This was not at all 
cheering, and bad a disheartening effect on Philip and Low- 
Ice; they shook their heads, and foretold alt sorts of mishaps 
for ourselves. Seeing that they were so tnuch affected, I 
pretended not to believe the story, and said that be had only 
made it up to frighten us i both, however, begged mo not to 
start until next day, by which time we could ascertain the 
trutlu I refused to delay, feeling quite sure that if the 
many's tale shoidd turn ont correct, it would only tend to dis¬ 
hearten them more. So I made Philip give our Lowder his 
sailing orders, and we started on our toilsome ascent of the 
great river, imssing along the ^Ume dyke, by which the 
town of Sha-s“ is protected against inroads of the Yang-ts'*^ 
It is a massive more than a niUe long, and of great 
thickness, rising some forty feet above the winter level gf tho 
river, and faced with dressed gnmite. A Mandarin stationed 
at the city Kin-kow, aome seven miles from Sha-s“, is epeci- 
allj deputed from Woo-chang to look offer this dyke, which 
is kept in repair by coutributions from the inhabitants of 
Sha-a*, whose safety, during tho summer floods, depends on iU 
efficiency, as the whole of their town, w ith the exception of that 
part which is buDt along the dyke, is some twenty feet below 
the summer level of the Yang-ts"^. It happened to be a lucky 
day, according to Chinese ideas, for starting on a journey, 
consequently wg had nearly a dozen boats in company, bound 
Uke ourselves to the fertile province of Ss^ihuaiL Wlien we 
anchored for the night, after tracking along tJie left bank all 
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the afternoon, several boatuien paid our fellows a visit, and 
took their evening rice with thetix Just beforo turning ia^ I 
was informed that our Lewder and crevr wished mo to driuk 
to the prosperity of the voyage^ and on Kignifying that I 
woiild comply with their reque^^t^ tbcj crawlcti into the fore 
compartineat of my cahin^ and the Lowder preBenting me 
with a small cup of Samshu^ made an oboLsance, ob did also 
each of the etow^ w-hlle 1 drank it^ and wished us ail a 
prosperous voyage. 

A tedious journey of two days brought us to the village 
of Tuug-lssee on the left hank^ and my passports were 
demanded by the customs* offidals^ 90 I sent Philip on shore 
w'ith the one given me by Mr, Medbiirst. Me soon returned, 
Eaying that the mandarin had demanded Soft chem As this 
%yas a "squeeze/* I refused to pay it, and this hai,l the effect 
of bringing the official to the bout. The fellowr crawled into 
my cabin, upsetting everything ia bU way, and shaking bia 
fist at mp in a tneuaciDg manner^ demanded laBtaot paymeuL 
When I represented tliat I was a foreigner, and disinclined to 
submit to a " squeeze/^ he consigned all yang-kwai-hs'’ to the 
care of the father of devils, and insUted on payment. I called 
his attention to my passport, which he snatched out of m j 
hand, saying, "I don't care for that piece cf paper, and know' 
nothing about it/" Having thus dehvered hiuiself, he threw 
it ott the floor and spat on it Seeing this I knew that 
the fellow was a reckless scoundrel, for no moderately decent 
Chinaman would treat any written Chinese character with 
disrespect, such an act being considered disgraceful. I, 
therefore, picked up the document, and folding it with app?i 
rent respect, put it in the bosom of my coat, from which I 
took out the \ iccr&y's passport., and banded it to him i and 
as soon as he had reatJ it, he asked for the consurs piss, which 
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he wiped with his odat^deeve, and refolding it^ handed it 
back to me with a respectful bow, begging me at the fsame 
time to excuse his Tiolent coaduet^ remarking that be had 
not thought such an rnsigniftamt looking document as the 
British censura passport could have been of my importanoa 
He then took himself off quietly without hk 350 cheo, and 
we shoved off from the shore. It seems a znktako that we do 
not in some measure try, hy noticing tho Chinese official 
manner of doing things, to command more respect m China. 
It k well known that all Chinese passports are documents of 
groat fikop Those given by officials corresponding to the 
rank of our consuls^ ore BcaTcelyever less than eighteen 
inches square, printed in large tj^oe, and lock very imposing, 
while the British passport is about as large as small sized 
letter paper^ printed in small type — a saving of paper 
doubtless; hut if they wore printed on Chinese paper 
six times as iargOi they weuld perhaps not cost one quarter 
as much as on English paper, and would appear in Jthe eyes 
of the Chinese respectable documents. But then wc aro 
much more pow^erful thrm the Chinese# and it is perhaps not 
w^orih while to notice their prejudices ; an appeal to the 
British gun-boat soon puts these little matters straight, espe¬ 
cially if the peaceful Protestant rnksionary bn concerned in 
any little rnkunderstanding with the literary or official class 
of the population of China 

On the evening of the fourth day from Slia-s° we sighted 
the Pah-yang hilk near Ichang, Inland^ on either bank^ the 
conntiy' was strewn with quai-t% and granite boulders like 
those embedded in the tufa rock of tlic river bed, Numhcis 
of speckled kinghshers# rcsembliag in plumage those seen 
along the river Ganges^ plied their busy avocation; these 
were the first laige kiughshcrs I had seen La China, though. 
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I Irtslieve, in the southern provincea they art comingp enough. 
Aii ’^ve approiiohocl tht Fah-yaag village through a fine river 
BCtDt, oar boatTnen snddenly to ’^vake up and aaiiuino 

a difierent character. Oq the left bank high sandstone cliffs, 
rising pcrpendiculEirly fh>m the river, threw back the echoes 
of their joyous boat-songSL In place of the dulJ, sleepy, and 
spiritless fellows who had toiled along from Sha-s“, they 
becaino full of fun and frolic, working with an irresistible 
will against the increased curreiit of ilie river^ and seeming 
to recognise in the hil]^ which wo were entering, old and 
familiar friends^ At night we anchored a few miles above 
the Pah-yang village* and towards midnight were roused 
by a terrific thimJer-stonn, which raged with great violence 
for several hours, causing great oonsteraation amongst the 
crews of the boats in onr <5onipany. Our men crawled into the 
quartera of PhiJip and Low lee, and smoked during tho stoim, 
which they deemed a foreboding of w^ar and fearful calamity to 
the country, occurring as it did in the winter season. The 
serious and prophetic air with which the men talked, while 
ever and anon vivid fioshos of lightning lighted up our cabin, 
added not a little to the enjoyment with which I listened to 
the loud peals and roaring of the thunder. As Philip 
interpreted to me the forebodings of our Lowder, I could not 
but think what a true type he was of the mass of Chinamen, 
Underneath their practical and gonaible exterior there lurkg 
a sleeping demon of the blindest superstition, which requires 
only the slightest touch to change them into insensible mad¬ 
men, reckless of life, and savage as wild beasts j and this 
dreadful curse is not only common amongst the uneducated, 
hut amongst the literati and governing classes tdso. It waa 
daylight before the storm died away^ and as the cold w^as io- 
tense we pushed on for the city of Ichang, and by ten o^dock 
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sighted Us large octagonal pagoda^ distant aljout aevon 
milcst Some two miles helow Ichaog a tum in the rivef 
sliut 0131 the riew of tlie plains of Hoopch Iwhind, and we 
were fiiirly amongst the hills. Before arriving at Ichang 
we parsed the FiUago of Ooolow-pai, above which the bill 
ftcenery (m coatraat with the plains we bad been gaUiug 
through) was magnificeiit ■ huge masses of coarse ooaglo- 
merate rocks rose towering from the water on our right, and 
compelled the boatmen to use their oars instead of tmcking 
along shore, and as we glided on they commenced a boat- 
song, which the overhanging walla re-echoed mwild plain¬ 
tive fitrains. On oin“ left, mountain on mountain towered 
up until their sharp peaks wore lo^t in lovr misty clondsi, 
while on their lower slopes tlie fresh vorduro of young 
wheat and barley crops lent a softening tint to what would 
otherw^ise have been savagely grande Passing through such 
scenery as this we neared Ichang and threaded our way 
through an immense fleet of junks bound up-riveij and 
waiting at this point for the last day of the last month of the 
Chinese jeaip on which, according to ancient custom^, they 
can pass the euEtoms* station without paying duty. 

About 2 P3L we came to an anchor off the city, and for the 

rest of the day our crew busied themselves in laying in a 
■■ 

store of provisionsy bamboo ropes for tmeking up the rapids 
and other ncocasarfes, making a thorough piepanution for the 
rough work before m, 

Ichang, though a city of the first grade and of considerable 
size, derives its importance principally from ibs position as a 
border town of the plains, and the first custorus' station at the 
entrance of Hoopeh from Sz-chuan. Here also the heavy 
Cliung Ching junks on their down voyage to Sha-g^ and 
Hankow re-ship fresh ciiews accustomed to the navigation of 
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the lower Yang-fs°, and on their return vojage again sship 
crews accuBtomed to the rapids of the upper Yang-fe^ 
These Sz-ehnan junks^ many of tbom earrying ISO toafl 
of cargo, require from forty to sixty men to navigate them in 
^aBcending, and about fifteen in descending, the upper Yang- 
ts"", wiiLle below Ichang a crew of six to eight men are 
sufficient, m sails alone are used to propel theta. 

bought fowls in the market Iteie at the mte of 120 
chen each, mther dear, owing to tlie near approach of the 
Chineso new year^ which raised the price of evoTything, 
Chaixoal waa 750 chon per picuL Vegetables, such as cab¬ 
bages, potatoes, aud leeks, were twenty chen per catty • 
beef, 48 ; pork 100 ; and beef and pork suet 100 chen per 
catty. 

By BundowTi we had completed all arrange tneutB necessaTj 
to continue the voyage, and iu the evening I took a walk 
with Philip amongst the houses that line the river bank 
outaido the city walk Most of them were of a tempotaTy 
nature, and the river being very low^ they were built dowri 
to the water's edge, and consisted principally of cook-shops, 
samshu and tea-houses, seemingly doing a thriving business, 
and well filled by boatmen. There w^ero also a great many 
barbers' shops, which attract numerous customers^ as the 
discharged crews, after being paid off, never do anything 
until they have indulged in the luxury of a clean shave. 

Lato at night 1 had a visit from a customs* mandarin 
accompanied by half a dozen of his satellites; he was most 
polite, and took a cup of tea with me- After smoklug nearly 
an hour, during which time he asked many queatious about 
the ^'Ta-Ing-qua Tefaug/' Great Country of England,^ ho 
took his leave, and I was glad to turn in. 

The prospect of entering the famous Ichang Gorge (about 
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the grandeur and terrible appearance of which our Lowder 
had fairly eriiausted his imaginative powers of couvcraation) 
served to enliven my spirits I was eager for the erdtement 
of ascending the rapids, and for the prospect of the garden* 
like province of Sz-chuan. A totpJ change of eoenory was- 
before me, and behind me lay tho drcaiy plains of Hoopeh. 


CHAPTER III 

ICHANO TO CHryG-ciriNQ. 

IkpEdj^^rthe irpp«fYii]g-la^A4ceDiing& Rnpid—A Pftrta^jis— 
An Bgly T^imbl*—A happy Kew Year—A TmirdilDg Boole^U^r—Fclt^ 
hy Giinboal-iDHTt— Yba B^ittlory of HEupeli^ —IitdisiKi^hiDii — 
Tatan for a Cramlfatbor —Official Rogueiy^—Wr«ek njf a Jaak — Drvgon 
Frocewiou—CLhsDK Ckriadopa—A Mls^uaiy Dtownad-^Sz-ehTum Qtuir- 
lYtiicn^A Xight in A tiapld— ^J^l-rapping —TruIo of the Yang-ts“— - 
Steamers oa tba Upper YaIlg- 13 ^ 

TllB morning broke with thick miny weather, which 
eompeUod na to remain at Ichang untU nearly mid'day, 
when it deaned up, and we, in company with several other 
hoat^ got under weigh, A eoupic of hoars' rowing hmaght lu 
to Blnkiston'e Mussulman point, rounding which we entered 
the mouth of the Ichang Gorge; the scene was nmgnlhcent, 
the mighty river, up which W'e had been toiling for several 
days past, bad namowed to a channel about three hundred 
yards wide, in which it glided, a black, sluggish-looking body 
of water, its surface unbroken save by the wake of a few 
Sz-chuan junks bound to lehang, or the sudden splasli of a 
school of porpoises as they sported round the month of the 
gorge, apparently afraid to enter its confined waters, for 
beyond this point I did not see any more. Rising perpen¬ 
dicularly on each bank were huge walls of rock, throwing 
their sombre shadow over the river, and resembling, in their 
pcculiar castellated formation, the turreted strongholds of 
giants. In contrast with the dreary aameness of the plains 
of Hoopeh the sudden effect of the solemn grandeur of this 
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gorge overpoweriiig. As procoeded, iip ocen^ioual 
rcLvioe iotemipted the walUiko aides of the gorgOj opening 
to uM views of distant tnoiiiitaia peaks tipped with snow. 

I had expected to find the current in the gorge much 
stronger than we hnd esporieneed below^ hut Each was not 
the case, Tlie river bad worn a deep channel through the bills, 
and I found from soundings at the mouth of the gorge 
eighteen fathoms, and some three miles further I could not 
fetch bottom at twenty fathoms. 

At 4 ^10 we passed the locality of the first rapid mentioned 
by Captain Blakiston, but we found the water unbroken 
dvcQ by inercased current. Above this pomt we passed an 
island of boulders in mid-^stroamj and the hunks on either 
hand were piled up ia confused masses of granite boulders i 
we made fast to the right bank for the nighty and while 
my evening me^ was being prepared, I landed, and clam¬ 
bered with difficulty up the tugged sides of tbe gorge i the 
sun had just set behind a range of hills to the we^, and 
the twilight throw' a gathering gloom over the scetio before 

me. ffo house, tree^ or vestige of cultivation spoke of man_ 

all was barcp silent, and awfol. 

The steep sides of the gorge seemed to be composed of the 
of shattered hilU; huge masses of rock were nveiy- 
where piled in formless and chaotic disorder, some projecting 
hundreds of feet above ua, os if poised, ready to roll from 
their resting place and crush the intruder In mid river 
similar masses, as though burled from the clifi&, reared them¬ 
selves from the water in fantastic confusion. TIio whole 
formed ono of the wildest ^cenea 1 had ever witnessed, and 
OH I gazed 1 (alt overpoweringly impressed with a sen^e of 
the litdoness of man and the mightiness of his Creator. 

After dinner I mt dowm in the stern of the boat to examino 
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imoro Icisiirely tlie chasm which seemed to hero m in. Close 
btdow us lay tlie island of huge boulders, immediately beyond 
which the wall-like sides of the gt>i]ge seemed to close in j 
about a mile ahejwl, (uiotber projecting point at a sharp turn 
of the river closed the view, and as I looked 1 could baidly 
realise the fact that we were on tho great water highway, so 
much did the scene resemble some black, silent lake, secluded 
amidst inaccessible mountains. 

Some eighty feet above us tho water-mark on the cliffs 
showed tho height of the summer flood. I could easily see 
that the boulder island in roid-stream must in the firet 
spring floods occasion a formidable rapid j but as the plains 
of tho lower ItaTig-ts" become flooded in summer by the 
inundation caused by the local mins and tho overflow of the 
Dan river and tho Timg4mg and Poynag lakes, the waters of 
tbo upper Yang-ts>' are kept back, and rise to their highest 
level by the middle of August. At this time this island and 
many other obstructions are deeply submeiged, and offer uu 
obdt^iclo to navigation. 

I had to-day another opportuoity of witnessing the effect 
of superstition on our boatmen. WTiilo passing along a very 
narrow part of the goige, where its sides were perpendicular 
and rising 800 or 900 feet high. I gave the Australian oiy^ 
of coohee, and after repeating it once or twice, auswere<J 
each Ume by a thousand echoes, a large piece of rock, several 
tons m weight, fell within ten yards of our boat, deluging us 
wiih the spray from iU plunge into the river. The first 
notice I had of the follmg mass was a crash like thunder as 
it struck a projecliDg crag ^0 or 300 feet above us^ and as I 
rought amorocuta,y glance of the huge rock disappearing 
beneath the water, I shuddered at the danger we had Z 
narrowly escaped. When J turned to sec the effect on the 



U TBATEILS OF A PI□^^EEB OF COlMEBCE- [On.tP 


bcutm^^n, they were kneel big in the bottom of the boat> nor 
did they stir until eveiy echo awakened by the report of the 
fiaUlng mass strikiog the water had died away amongst tbe 
distant hills ■ then they rose cautioualy* aa though still afmtd 
of impending daiigerj and rowed us swiftly to the other bank^ 
along whidi they kept for more than an heur^ without a single 
word spoken by any of ns. Meanwhile, I fell asleep in my 
cabin, but was roused by Pbihp, yt\i% laughing, informed me 
that the Lowder and crew wore anxious to speak to me. On 
going out to them 1 was made qoito uncomfortable by the 
dreadfully serious expneaadpn on each of their faces, mid 
inquiring what was the matter^ the Lowder informed me that 
1 had made tho god gf the hills reiy angry^ and he had tried 
to kill ua by burling a rock at ns ^ under these cLncumBtance^ 
if I had no objeetionj they would nnohor for the night, and 
bum a few sacred tapers to appease bis anger. To this, 
however, by the advice of Philip and Lowlee, I objected, but 
told them that I would haye no objection to their making it 
all right with the offended spirit in the evening, after our 
day^s work w^aa over. So we continued on our way, bnt the 
fellows were ovidently iU at ease, and immediately after their 
evening meal commenced burning tapen$ and letting off 
crackers to flueb an extent that I found it difiSeult to sleep. 

Next morning, haring started at daylight^ we arrived about 
9 AM. at the Ta-tnng mpld, called by BLAkislon Kwadnng, 
It is a dangerous rapid, caused by a rocky ieland in mid- 
channel, dividing the river, which on either side rushes in a 
foaming torrent for more than SOO yards, uudl it becomes 
calm round a point below. 

It wTifl an ugly place to look at, and the wrecks of two 
junks ou the lianks showed that wc had now reached the 
Yang-ta'* mpidfi In earned. By the advice of our Lowdor, I 
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lajidetl and walked along tlics rugged baziks to ibe head of 
the jn 2 >id. 

Oiir Lost, a^mall as slie looked, aBcendod the rajjid with 
liide difficulty. Some half-dos^eu villagers (mamy of whom 
nro always oa the look out to earo a fg-w elieu by helping to 
haul up junky or boats) laid hold of our towing hne^ and soon 
dragged her lip ; it was^ however^ an aimoiis time for me^ na 
I had left evgiything I possesi^ed in her, oud in a^nding 
^he appeared almost buried in the foam \ tbo winter curled off 
the hows two or three feet above tbe gunwale, and looked 
every moment as if it would swamp ber, but sbe got up 
without fdiipping a drop 

A large junk, which was Ijdiig at tho foot of tbe rapid, 
waiting for tmebers, next made the ascent; but as she was a 
craft carrying about eighty tons of cargo^ and drawing over 
five feetp the task w^as not so easy for her. Upwards of IGO 
men, who had been collected from many of Ibo adjacent 
villages,.laid hold of tbe long plaited bamboo rope attached 
to her mast-head, and dragged her up, moving her inch by 
inch, while a few bands on board worked steadily at the bow 
sweep, by which she was steered clear of rocks and the 
river bank. It was often, necessaiy for the trackers 1o slacken 
the tow line or make a sudden stop, and in order to convey 
tbe oidera from those on boards n man sat on the deck beating 
a monotonous tune on a tom-tom, using certain mriatioua of 
the tune as sigimls to those on shore. 

In the crew of tliesc largo junks there are alwa}':s sevoral 
men (ailed water-men, whose duty it is to dear the towing 
line from projecting and sunken rocks. This, os may bo 
imagined, is a very arduous and dangerous OG^upntiou, for it 
often happens tlmt the line gets foul of a sunken rock in the 
middle of tbe rapid, and then these water-men liave to clear 
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it. They are, hawever, veiy e3q>ert ip swlminlng apJ diving, 
and appear quite at herae ip the niid^t ef the heree&t mpid i 
but it (Hx^LBianally happen^ that tliey got jamroed ataoug the 
rocks by the tow-liao and lose their livesL 

I think, without e,^ceptioii, the SK-chuan junk-men are the 
most hard-working beings I }mve over seen; they are at it from 
early nioiti till sundomi. Their pay is from 100 feo 150 cheii 
and sbe cups of boiled rice per diem, yet the fellow-s are always 
cheerful^ and as lianiessed to the tow-rope they drag the junkd 
along the banks of the Yang-tz^* they sing nneeasinglyp 
swinging their arms from right tolefl in time to the cadences^ 
Tliey aio food of too, and eveiy' largo juut cani^ one or 
more jesters, Tlieso fello’WB^ whenever a hard pie«e of 
tracking b to be done, jump out from the rest, armed with 
a long piece of rope, with which they Ixulabour tlieir com- 
pauions, and cut the most absurd capers^ yelling, shouting, 
and urging them to pull witli the most frantic gestures; and 
woe be to the unlucky wight that is caught shirking j he is 
covered with ridicule by Uiese jesters, who shout out his 
name, calling bipi a hzy rascal or some such epithet, and the 
whole lino joins in wilh groang and yells at the defaulter. 
These jesters are invariably ^Dg-masters—that is to say, in 
a crew of fifty men, there will be pierhaps of them, wbo 
arc paid by the junk captains to bnsJ ten men each at so 
much per head for tho voyage, and they make a good tlung 
out of ik for at the end of the voyage the crews, boin^^ so 
badly paid, arc invariably in debt to the gang^master, and 
mnyt accept his temaa for another trip. 

Wc ascended the rapid on the right bank, tlint on the left 
Ivciiig used exclusively for junks desoeDding, and some three 
bouft’ pulling brought ns to the Tungnin Rnpid, formed alrto 
by rocks in mid-river. Having iusceiidcHi it without difficulty, 


ch, in.] 


A POUTXOE. 


w£ Baina in sight of tlie Lukmi Gaigij.* TIio view from tliia 
spot was veiy fino; the mouth of the gorge rcacmblotl n cleft 
in the face of a hugg mouataiii, the peaks of which were 
oovertrtl with saow. In an hour wo reached the gorge; it 
seemed as though we were about to cuter some fitibterraiiean 
passage, so great was the gleom. The river, scaroely lOn 
yards wide, flowe<! between walls of rock rising perpen¬ 
dicularly soveral hundred feet, and then sloping at an anglo 
of perhaps SO** tiU they terminatod in peaks at least 2000 feet 
high. This is the most striking of the Yaiig-ti“ gorges in ita 
soiemn grandeur, and is well worth tmToUing a thousand 
Tuiles to see. 

We pasaed through the gorge, and reached the villages of 
Ta and Show Teing-tung. or Great and little Ttfing-tung, 
picturesquely perched on the right and left banks of the 
river, just below the scries of rapids of the same name. This 
is one of the most dangerous rapids, and as it was necessary 
for os to dbchaige everythiqg from the boat before attempting 
the ascent, we made Ta-tsing-tung our halting-place for the 
nigbt> and 1 took a run on shore. 

A great many jnuka were diiiohar]^ng their caigoes of 
cotton bales, which were being carried up to the head of 
the rapid Biulea and coolies. The muloa were barnossed 
between two long poles, the enda fitting into wooden saddles, 
forming a kind of stretcher, and the hales and packages 
were slung on tho poles. Whole strings of mules thus 
laden, together with hundreds of coolies, each carrying a bale 
of cotton, were busy until a late hour, working by moonlight. 

Tho little village also presented a busy scene; its ringlo 
street was crowded with boatmen engaged in pnrehasiag 
supplies of vegetables and rice, while the number of fowls and 
• S« Blikistoo^s ffltitchea bj- Dr. Barton. 
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crackers o?«posc<l for RXilo dotioted Ibe Cliinesc festivAl of tlic 
Now Year, 

As the night closietl in it l3eeaino very cold. Oii the opposite 
bank to ub, mountains 2,000 feet high, rose almost immediately 
from the river, their summits covered vidth spow^ from which 
a cold piercing wind descended in gusts that ad most froie us. 
1'lie country around was very wild, though a few patches of 
cultivation in the neighbourhood of the villages nestling at 
ibeirbase spoke of the industry of the inhabitants. These 
villager are famous for peaches, w'hich grow plentifully in 
the sheltered nooka of tlie surrounding hiIU+ 

I was roused early in the morning by our fellows^ who 
commenced unloading the boat, and I walked on to the head 
of the rapid, from which spot I had a capital view' of the 
Milan Gorge and the rapids^ three of wbicb follow each 
other in close snccession, the last and most dangerous one 
occurring some 200 or 300 yards below the mouth of the 
gorge, from wdiich the river rushes in an unbroken volume, 
until interrupted by a ijcw of rock, over w'hicb it pours it^lf 
in a fall of some five feet, during the winter inouthH. At 
this Boaaon, all boats and juiiks are, by order of the mandarins, 
obliged to discharge half their cargo hefore attemjiting this 
rapid, so that few accidents occur, * 

The velocity of tlie sti-eam is bo groat that the Junks 
always descend partly sideways, to prevent tlioir going l>ows 
under. Several that descended, while I stood waiting for our 
boat, seemed for a s^nd or so to have gone under, but they 
soon reappeared, hurried down the mpid at a ti-emeiulous 
pace, 

Onr boat came up in its turn, but it was not until nearly 
three o'clock tliat we bad reloadetl and entered the liitan 
GoFgc, After lewiug ootne two uiile-s up the gorge, wo an- 


Cn.IIL) 


.IN uol.Y tuatui-E. 


chorcd at the mouth of it mmM inoiintain stream, which falls 
into tlie Yang-ta*' from the left bank. As soon us we had 
imwle fast, the Lowder aiul boatmen waited upon me with the 
request, that I would allow them to remain here to-morrow^, 
ftB it was their Nj&w Yea^s Day. 1 was not at all $ony to 
comply wTth their request, for tlio doae conHuement of my 
cabiii was hegiDiiTng to toH upon me, I could not stand up¬ 
right in it, and had only the nltomatiro of lying down j writ¬ 
ing, sketching, or any other occupation, while under weigh, 
wa* impossihle, and want of change of position caused ray 
IxKly to ache most painfully, and I realised the misery of the 
unhappy captives confined in cages by Louis XT. 

Had I at any time csnlled n halt in our voyage, I should 
have had to pay 500 chen per diem for the boat, besides the 
daily wages of the crew and Lowder, so that 1 was lucky 
now to have the luiuiy of a mo m shore without pay ing 
for it m 

As the evening was very fine, Philip and myself went on 
shore, and by way of exercise, ascended a hill, about 600 feet 
high; it was very steeps and almost bare of vegetation, atid 
we found it very diffieidt to keep our footing. Philip, half 
‘ way up, complained of giddiness, and lay down on Mu back, 
while I managed with oonsidemble difficulty to reach the top, 
from which 1 had a fine view of the mountnins, which loso 
peak after j>eak, as far as the eye could reach. I found it 
abuost impossible to keep my feet on the steep declivities, 
covered with a loose hard gravel. I had. therefore to squats 
mid literally slide down in a very undignified manner, and 
very soon gathered such way that I could not slop, and 
gradually going faster and bister, at last went head over 
heels in a vain endeavour to put on the drag, tuid roUed 
down at a tremendous pace, cutting and bruising myself 
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terribly, bringing up at kst a Uttk below the spot where Pbilip 
waia lying ou bb hack. Having oi?cerbijned that niy damages 
ware not various, I tried to indaca PbiLip to follow me down, 
but ho wii£ nf™d to move, being veiy giddy, and sEemingly 
quite overpowered' however we got do^m to the boat, and 
during OUT after-dinner smoke bad a good laugh over our 
adventure of the afternoon, and I turned in, feeling all tho 
better for tlie walk, and in light spirib^ anticipating another 
ramble in the mommg. Two other lioata had anchored neat 
us, and during the eveniug, the crowa kept up an ineessaut 
beating of tom-toms, and our fellowa Joined them in a feast, 
prolonging the harmony until one o'clock in the morning, 
when they returned, bearing unniistakeable marks of tlicir 
Laving spent a jolly evening. 

Shortly after 1 had dressed, next morning, my Lowder and 
crew presented themselves with a tray of boiled fowl^ rice, 
samshu, and sweetmeats^ which they placed l>eforo me, with 
many good wiglies for a happy new' year. I drank a cup of 
spirit with them, and returned the compliments of the 
sexison, aooompaniod by a present of 500 cben^ to buy 
crackers; and then started wuth Plulip for a ramble in the 
bills. 

At tho landing-place, the Lowders of the other haats came 
and wished me a happy new year, dasping tlioir hands in 
front of them, they made n low obeisance, afler^ tho common 
mode of salutation amongst the Chinese, w hich I returned 
in like nmnner, with many good wishes, 

Leaving the river, we struck up the bank of the little 
stream, which soon led us amonget the hills—and followed the 
path several hundred feet up the side of a high mountain, 
from whence we IcKiked down on the cascades of the stream, 
winding down in the glen below, the fur roar of which, now 
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and then reached as a faint rounniir. AWc and arnund 
us towered huge black mountaius, their snow-caippeJ peaks 
wreathed with clouds—here and tlicre^ close to^ and in the 
ilistancc, litUe white houses peeped from jiatcbes of cultiva¬ 
tion on the mountain sides, looking like gems of oivilisatioji 
in a setting of the wildest natural siirronndmgs. 

I strolled along eajojing tlie freedom and fresh air, 
occasionally passing some little cottage, surrounded by fields 
of beaus in flower, loading the air with delightful per¬ 
fume, and towards midday entered & small villngo, Tlie 
people were in ten t on boliday-making. men, woineu, and 
children, were ilre^d in tbeir best, and "groups of old and 
young men wore standing about talking over the prospect of 
the new^ year. My ajjpeamneo at first w^as sjarcely noticed 
beyond a passing ealutatioD, with the conipiiments of tbe 
ilay+ But as soon as it was know u that I wm a foreigner^ a 
number of the eldera of tbe village joined me, and m tbe 
name of the community, Invited me to partake of tea and a 
smokcv Feebng somewhat fatigued with my walk, I was 
glad to take a seat on a bench, in frontof tbe bead man's house, 
w^hile his wdfe, and some other female members of his femily, 
brought out a table, and hid before me sweet cakes, walnuts, 
and boney, and banded round tea and tobaocoL I was soon 
engaged in conversation with the old*man; tbe whole village 
gathered round us, and I found enough to do in answeiing all 
their questions about the Se-yaiig-jen (men from tbe west). 
Such was the term applied to foreigners^ and I did not unco bear 
the opprobrious term yang-kwai-ts^ Hised I w aa treated wdtb 
great kindness, and in return delighted thedi by sketebing n 
few portraits of tbe children ; wfricb wore banded round and 
iminensoly admired. Several females, at the command of 
their lords, brovigbt mo small presents of tobacco and wub 
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nuts, anil wlien.aft^r spending more iban two houns with tlie^e 
kLoilly-dispoaed villagers* [ rose to go, 1 did so amidsit tho 
genemllj expressed good iiisbes of them all The head nmn 
and the patriarchs of the vUiage* esconed me uearly a mile 
on the road hack* where I bade them a final adieUp and went 
through a formal leave-taking wdtli the head manp each of us 
bonding the lofl knee* and raising our dasped hands to our 
foreheads. And bis parting wortia w'Ore* that the \isit of a 
foreign acliolar on the first day of the year* jin omen of 
good for their village. 

I learned from the people, that the harvests of wheat, 
barley* peas, and beans, are generally good in these moun- 
talns^ while firuih sneb as oiangc^, porneloes, and w'alnuti}, 
also grow abundantly. On this bank of the river* little silk 
is grown * but on the south bank* some distance inland, it m 
hugely cultivated* and of a very fair quality* Some cocoons 
w'hich I proenredp and forwarded to itr, James Hogg, of the 
firm of ile?sr&. Hogg Brothers* Shanghai* were pronounced a 
fair sample* but the web was not considered so good as that 
produced in S7*-cbiiaiu In my walk* I obser^^ed on the 
mountain sides, numerous bnabca of wild roses* and what 
I took to be myrtles* and a luxuriant growth of various 
ferns. 

Several kinds of pheasants* foxes, wild goat^* and 
boars, wore described to as denisseus of the mountains* 
and snakes from 20 to 30 feet long are sometimes killed* but 
I heard of none that were poisonous, AVe met, about two 
tnilea from the boat, the Lowder and crew who* dreading some 
mishap, had come in search of iia; they had evidently lieen 
keeping up the new year, for on seeing us, each in turn em¬ 
braced me, swearing that their bearta had been sore on 
account of Ta-jen's absence. As 1 was really very tired* I 
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■wjia ntst at all ^rry to get liack to out l™t, where Lowko 
was wiiitiDg djixiously; and the gocHl old fellow evinced great 
ildigbt at my return^ as bo also hail feared gome accidents 
He hud studied my taste, in preparing a roast fowl for dinner, 
to which I did ample justice * and so I ended tny Chinese 
New Tear's Day, as a Chinaman. 

At Ichang we had taken in a passenger, bnt ns ho kept 
very quiot, and lived behind with the Lowder, I had not 
noticed him, until ho wished me the compliments of the 
season in the morning before starting on my mmble. So, 
after dinner, I called him into the cabin to have a talk ■ he 
turned out to be a travelling hooki^jeller, from the province of 
Kiang-see, on his way to Sz-chnan, He had travelled much 
in Lis native eountijp and 1 learned from him that the pro- 
vince of Kiong-ace produces paper and rvooden type ebcoper 
than that of any other province in the Empire, The publish¬ 
ing trade conhne themselves to the isHue of dictionaries and 
collections of legends^ our bookseller had several cases of 
such works, and wooden types on bonidj for which ho informed 
me he would find a ready market in Chung C3iing nod 
Chen4Uj the capitnL of Ss-chuan. He would at the latter phace 
lay in a return stock of novels and historical works, which 
he w'ould dispose of at a laige profit in Hoopeh, Kinng-see 
and the neighbouring prcrt-inees. On asking him why novels 
and historical w^orka were cheaper in Sz-chuan than in hb 
own province, he said, that m this province bml for veara 
been undistiiThed by wars (except a few ingignificant out¬ 
breaks) the people were rich and prosperous^ and generally 
well-educated and fond of reading—novels especially, Chen- 
tu^ the Capital, boosts a celebrated college, whicli turns out 
more Hterary graduales thau even that of Clanton; and thus 
there is a constant demand for the reproduction of the 
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8tandanl historical works, wliicb constitutij the Bubjoct of 
examination^ 

The book and type trade througbout China, is a anfe one, 
reluming small but sure profits, and is one of the very 
exempt fitmi duly, 

I showed him a eopy of Blakiston's work, to.hi^ great 
delight; the illuslrations appeared to astonish him, and he 
much admired the neatnesa and style of Hr. Murray^s hiod'^ 
ing, and when quittmg my cabin, begged leave to take it 
with him to examine the workmanship more closely 

Leaving ouf anchorage next morning at daylight, we 
tracked a considerable distance along the left bank, against 
a Edrong current, and about noon passed, without stopping, 
the fortified, bat unimportant, town of Kvrei-Cbow, llio 
coimtiy was more open, the mountains receding from tUo 
river, their sides elethed in many places with a kind of low 
eemb, rcBerabliHg boxwood. 

Above Kwei-Chow, we came to a long reach of the rivet, 
somewhat difficult to navigate; for the hanks of sandstone^ 
which rose peTpondicnlarly from the water^ presented a 
perfectly smooth face, without affording tbo least hold for 
boat-hooks, though above the higher water-mark, there were 
liuiidreds of holes drilled by sand martins, 

A small path was cut out of tho face of tlie icek for the 
trockera^ and at projecting angles, huge wooden rollers were 
let into the rock for the towing lines to sEde on. 

Towards the afEemoOD wo reached the Tintan Rapid^ Which 
in winter k of conmderable strength, but does not exist in 
Hummer, and near to the feet of the rapid I landodi and 
walked up to the head of it, where I aat down to smoke untU 
my houtcfime up;and here for the first time I suflbmd rudeness 
frotn the peoplcH Just above ms a Ctiincso gunboat which 
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lijid f:QmQ froin Hankow was Ijidg at anchor; tto manilorin, 
weing me sitting on the bank, sent some of hi« men to inquire 
who I was. The fellows, on leamiiig that I wm a foreigner* 
went Isack w'ith the information, and shortly returned with 
several others. They commenced throwing stones at nie^ 
and soon collected a crowd of Junk-men, who, seeing the 
soldiers treating me in this mannor under the ey^ of a 
mandarin, fancied, I suppose, that I was lawful game, and 
commenced pelting me also. Seeing me thus beset, 
Philip and Lowlee rushed up in a great state of alarm, and 
the former, having the Hcopeh Viceroyimssport with him, 
hurried me oft', amidst a shower of stones, to the gunboat, 
which we boardei Walking up to the maudaiin* who was 
lying in the stem, apparently enjoying the sight of my dis¬ 
comfiture, I sat down 1>edde him and drew' my revolver, 
winch I quietly pkced on my knee; Philip then mdred him 
bow he dared to see a foreigner carrying a Viceroy's pass 
molestc<i by his crew. He read the iiasaport, and immediately 
liecame very civil He called his crew on board, rated them 
severely, evidently much to their nstonisbment, and ordered 
the crowd to disperse; hci then bogged me to excuse his men, 
and assured me that had they kiiow^n who I was nothing 
would have happened. I, however, &aid that I would report 
him to the Viceroy at Chen4u, to ’whom my passport 
was addressed, and insisted on his crew escorting me 
to the boat He at once gave the order, and half a dozen 
fellows waited on mOj and my boat having by this time 
ascended tho rapid, they made way for me througii the 
’wondering crowd on shore, and did not leave me until I 
’was on boiiird, W'hcn they retired, very crest-fallen, bofore the 
crowd, 

llicsc gunboats arc eniploycd on preventive service, one 
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bumg st^atioued sibove or below every OuRtoms* station on the 
Yang-t'^'*, ready to give clia^e to any junk tlisit may attempt 
to nm past without having paid tb^ legal uiiJ illegal duties 
imposed. This cla^ of Customs boat is to be met with on 
sill navigable rivers and creeks in Cliina ; they eany two 
gunSp stem and bow ebasers, and are manned by erews of 
bom thirty to forty men^ commauded by a mandarin of low 
rank. Like tho soldiery on land^ these fellowa are most 
unscrupulous ruffians, the terror of aU^ peaceable traders 
and travellers by water^ levying bbek mailj or nither robbing 
defenoeloss junka whenever they can do so with impunity 
I rememl^er a party from one of these boats IwanJing my 
boat when on a shooting ejceursioii in the Ta-hoo Ijiiko, 
and one of tbem^ thinking the foreigner was on shore, forced 
his w'ay into the Oabin tO plunder, hut unexpectedly encoun- 
tcred the yang-kwai-ts''* from whom be met w^ith such a 
receptioUp that he retreated without delay over tlie bow 
into the water^ 

I felt mucli relieved wheu we were once more under way, 
whileT^hilip and Lowlee commeDced praying and telling their 
l>cads. The poor fellows were some tune before they re^ 
coveted their fright, and for the rest of tho day were much 
depressed. I have no doubt that but for Philipps presence of 
mind in bringing tho passjMrt to my relief, I might have fivred 
very roughly at the hands of these ruffianly gunboat sailors 
and excited junk-men, who, it appeared, belonged to a junk 
bound to Chung Cliing from Hankow. 

Just before dark we ascended the somewhat dangeroQS 
rapid of Nieu-kowv and anchored for tho night just above it. 
We pased a great deal of the peealEar gW^ed sandstone 
mentioned by Blakiston, looking like large blocks of black 
lead, which when broken is a common dark saDilstono: I 
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liavc noticed snniktone wearing the same appearance on llw 
of the Sraiaapootm, in the ML^ibmce country. 

TJie next day wo pa-ssed Pah-tung, tlie last town of im- 
[xirtance in the province of Hoopeh. It la a small town, 
built at the foot of a hill on tho right hank, existing princi^ 
pally on its trade in coal, which is extensively worked in the 
neighbouring lulls, and potatoes, which find a ready market 
in Hankow. From this point until we entered the Wn-shau 
Gorge the country was open, and the hills on each bank gnulu- 
nlly receded in gentle slopes, which were carefully cultivated 
w ith peas, beans, wheat, ludion com, and potatoes. 

At noon wc passed the village of Kwon-du-kow, situated at 
the Tooutlr of the Wn-shim Gorge For nearly a mile below 
the vill^e we bad to contcnil against a very strong rush of 
water, formiug along each bank a continued rapiih 'JTie 
entraocc of the Wu^hau Gorge is scarcely so remarknhte for 
scenic effect as the Lukan Gorge, although at its month lofty 
perpendicular walla of blnckiah limestone present a very im¬ 
posing aspect. This stone is exceedingly hard, and it was with 
great difiSciilty that I succeeded In knocking off a piece of it 5 
the people in the neighbourhood call it iron-stone on account of 
its hardness. We happened to have a good breeze to enter 
the gorge, which enabled na to sail up a few miles to the 
villago of l.ani-min-yuea, where we anchored for the night, 
Wcooutinued our voyage next day with a fair wind, and 
paased the boundary of Hoopch, marked by a deep fissure in 
tho mountains on the left liank, and on the right hank by a 
small mouutnm torrent, which ruM into the river a few 
hundred yards above. From this point we gradually lost tho 
breeze which we ha .1 carried with us all tho morning, and in 

Its place got a strong head wind, which compelled us to anchor 
at 2 p.M. 
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Jiifet Wlow OUT unchoragfi wre passc<l iiiuler tlie wreck of 
a very large Sz^olnian junk, wliich from iU poaitloiip ten feat 
above the level of the river, had axipaTontly struck on a 
projecting rock and auak Etem foremoEt, during the liu miner 
flooii 

Towards evening Philip;^ who had been all day complaining 
of indigestion, brought on by a surfeit of unripe pears and 
raw salted tnmliie, was seized with a violent attack of tsolie. 
He refused all medieine until, as he screamed witii pain, I 
forced some clilorcdyiie down his throat, Lowlee protested^ 
iLgainst foreign medicioe/' and, like a true Chinnmnn, sat 
with hie face buried in his hands, moaning, and utterly 
uselesB. I stirred him up, and pointing to the kettle with a 
menacing gesture, made him at last oomprehend that he must 
boil it. In the mean time Philip kept crying out that he 
was dying, and callmg uow upoa the Virgin nod sdnts to 
spare him, and now on dear Mr- Copper ” to save him. 

By the use of actual force I got him to submit to the 
application of Bannel steeped in boiliiig water, and the pain 
abiittog, he fell asleep> having final kissed my Ikand and blessed 
mmster's care of him. This was my fir^t grf^t anxiety; as T 
watched him till midnight, 1 had ample time to reflect on my 
possible situation shoiilil anything deprive me of his Borvices, 
I realised forcibly liow hitherto his attentba Imd prevented 
my exporienciiig the slightest inconvenience from my igno¬ 
rance of llio language, and how disabled I shotild be without 
him. He at last awoke, and asked for more of the black 
medicine ; I giivo him thirty drops of chJorodjno, and he fell 
asleep again. Lowlee, whom Philip's partial recovery seemed 
toliave TBstorod to hia senaea, now signified his willingness to 
watchj and I thankfully availed myself of it 

Next motoing I found Philip better in body, but despond- 
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ing in mind. Ho said hia brotlier-in-law had waraiMl liim 
that tbid jonrqoy would be hiis death, f wiabod him to ttikq 
quinmo as he was very feverish, but he objected, and Lowlee 
supported him, saying foreign medicines would "kill liim.” 
It suddenly struck mo that fear of the enterprise bod a good 
deal to do with Philip's illness, so 1 peremptorily fbrlvrdn 
Lowlee to meddle further, and made Philip reluctantly 
swallow the doso, and he sulked all day, tliongh apparently 
better. I was loath to believe that he was mclined to shirk 
the journey, but I now remembered that for the last two 
days he had messed with Lowlee instead of with myself, as 
he had previously been wont to do. 

I felt convinced that the two were ooncoeting some plan, 
and I anxiously museti over the chance of my interpreter’s 
desertion; in which case I could not proceed, nor could I hope 
to reside with the missionaries iu aiung Clung long enough 
to acquire such a colloquial mastery of the language aa would 
render me independent of his aid. 

About n^n we reaehe^i Wu-shan^hien, a walled dty on the 
left bank, just above the western cntrancs of the Wu-shan 
Gorge. As the Low’dcr 9 family lived hero, he of course asked 
leave to remain for the rest of the day. Philip, aocompanied by 
Lowlee, went on shore to the barber’s, and returned in an 
hour or so, the former decidedly better; but I could see, now 
that my attention was aroused, that ha was. ill at case and 
s^smed anxious to talk to me. So I proposed a walk on' the 
nver Wiik. We lander] and strolled out of the city, and 
about a quarter ofa mDc beyond the wall sat down to smoko. 
The poor little fellow was very serious, and after one or Jtwo 
attempts to speak, blurted out that master was vcy kind, 
but ha feared our undertaking was very dangerous. Every 
one spoke of the danger of passing through Yuunna, where 
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the Maliomedans would ho to cateli wa^ and as cortainlj 
cut off our beods. And^ besides, to the west of Sz^huan tbero 
were uiimcrou^ tribes of wild meiip who killed every Chinaman 
that fell into their Lands. 1 let him run on initil he Inid 
erfiausted his stock of iiiformation^ and then simply replied 
that we could not depend on the tales of i^iomnt boatmen, 
but would satisfy ourselves as to the danger of proceeding 
when we had heard what the bishop at Chnng ChLog had to 
Bay* Reassured by thH he seemed suddenly to brighten up^ 
As we were returning towards the city wo met a very 
pretty girl walking out with her brother^ and as we passed 
her, my little dog Zeila, a tiny but accompliBhed black and 
tail terrier, tan up to her and stood on its Lind lege, per- 
forming various antica for the purpose of attracting attention. 
The girl, on seeing it^ osclaimed to her brother that it was a 
yang-gow," foreign dog,^ and stooping down took Zeila in her 
arms. 1 stopped and ssat down on the eide of the road near her, 
and through Philip asked her many questienB; to wliidi she 
replied without the least emharrasament, but with a pleoidug 
nir of modesty* My little dog greatly interested her, and on 
its leaving her and coming to mo, she caressed it while it lay 
in my lap. She had been on a visit to the city with her 
brother, and waa returning up the mountain to her home. 1 
was much struck with the confidence she ilisplayed towards 
me; even on learning that I was a foreigner, she did not 
appear the least afraid, and I could not roBist asking her how 
it was that she did not fear the Tang-jeu, w'hen she replied. 
Old men like you are too old for girla to fearbut added, 
that had I bceu a young man, the eustom of her country would 
have prevented her, an tinmarried woman, from speaking to 
me. Oil taking leave of her, 1 told Philip to wish her a 
good huskmd for me^ and she in return w iehod me a pleasant 
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joiimQy. Here again I bad been taken for an old mmi—for 
a gnmdfaiher, 'as Philip said So much had sbaving my 
bead and beard altered mu* that youth bail diaappoaied, 
and spectacles ba<l completed the change, by ^ving me 
a venerable appearance, lly lady visitors in Sha-s“ bad 
spoken of me to Philip as his kind old master, and several 
times during my walks on shore I had been asked by men if 
I had any sons in Ss-chimn. From this time, as long as I 
travelled in China, I assumed the character of an elderly 
man. It was an imexpectod incident of travel, thus suddenly 
to step hem youth to age; but I maintained the latter cha¬ 
racter throughout my journey in China Proper without the 
least apparent effort.. 

We did not leave AVu-shan until 10 A.JI, next day, and at 
1 P.1L ascended the Tung-kan-tz^' Rapid, at this time of the 
year a dangerons place for navigation, hut presenting no 
obstacle in summer. We contbued our oourae through a 
ancoesslon of small rapids untU G pjhl, when we moored to 
tho left bank for the night, about twenty miles below tbo 
city Qiii-fock. The country on either side was open and 
undulating, and covered with growing craps of wheat, barley, 
peas, beans, and poppy, the latter now about two inched 
above ground. The river banks in many places cousiated of 
large boulders of hard olay-stoue, broken with difficulty, but 
when broken splintering into pieces about half an inch 
square j others, of the same formation, were quite brittle, 
crumbling under pressure of the fingers. 

Our boat hail rough work all day, very often she was 
pulled bodily over rocks, thumping and grinding In an 
alarming manner, so much so, that I remonstrated with the 
Iflwder, who, howler, only laughed, and informed me that 
the wood of the Wan-chien bo&t could stand a great deal of 
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ihia kmd of work witliout damage^ ajad 1 must sajv in spito of 
tlie rough UBOge, she appeared quite uninjured. 

Philip was decidedly better this evening, and discussed 
cbeerfiiJly our prospects of reaching CalenttA While we 
sipped our tea, he grew quite communicative, and told me 
a wonderful stoiy of five tea^trees^ wldch grow on the Cbusan 
island, in the Tung-ting Lake, and produce tea of an 
cxtiaordinary description, with a leaf of groat suse, one heing 
fluSicienl to brew ten cups of strong tea. All the tea 
manufactured from these trees is sent to Pekin for the 
Emperorj whose personal property the island, is considered to 
be, and as such is guarded by imperial soldiers. 

The trees, wliich grow near a small founttdn of water, 
annually give an immonfio yield of leaf, and it is supposed 
that the waters of the fountain influence the growth of the 
trees, as dips or roots transplanted to other soils always 
die. 

Nest Tnoming we entered Fungsiaag^ or Wind-bos Gorge, 
remarkable for the spacious envems scooped out beneath the 
overhanging cliffy in which the fishermen snugly lie-to, and 
ply the universal scoop-net. On issuing from the gorgCi, we 
aighied Qui-foo on the left bank, and passed a temporary 
village built on the now diy diingly margin of the riven This 
place presented a very bu^ scene ; hundreds of men and 
women w'ere engaged in boiling salt, there being several 
brine springs existing near the low waler-llueir which are 
worked only in the winter months, from November to 
Mnrch,and are covered during the summer rise. 

The wells were Bunk about twelve feet and boarded, form¬ 
ing a kind of shafts from the bottom of which four naked 
fellows handed ujj the salt water to others standing oa a 
stage half-way up, who in turn handed it to others on the 
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luiDk, from Trbcnee it was carried to smnll tOuJ reservoirs 
dear pans placed over intiJ-btiiii fane-plaoes * the fuel used 
l>eiiig TPiy fine bright coal^ brought in abuddonco firoin the 
surrounding noighl>ourbood, Tliese ealt-woriss belong to 
gOTcmmeat, and are a source of codslderable revenue to the 
chief maodarin at the city of Qui-foo, who^ bj means of the 
squeeze"* system eoiumon anfiongHt bis class, pockets enor¬ 
mous s iima , The pans jdeld on an avcnige ] OOif piculs per 
diem, which b sold at 32 eben per catty, I landed and 
Kpcdt more than half an hour looking over the w'orks 
and then storied for mj boat, which had gone aheadj and 
before 1 caught her up, had anchored off the custota-liouse 
at Qiii-foo. Here I found Philip in a towerldg rr^e, sur¬ 
rounded by some half-dozen emtem-house officials, wbo were 
dcmimding the Bum of eben before giving the permit 
necessary to pass the gunboat stationed above the city. 
They had seen the British consul's passport, which they how¬ 
ever treated with the greatest contempt. On my arrival 
they retired, saying, they would return m half an hour for 
the chen. I, therefore, dispatched Lowdee with the Viceroy's 
pass to the mandarin, who, doubtless being a party to 
the squeeze, referred him to the ofHciab who had already 
vbited US, and they retiimcd with him, demanding to be 
paid at once on pain of liaving my boxes broken open. On 
this I ordered Philip to coimt out the chen^ and placed them on 
a box id front of inc, and desired the inaudarin to produce a 
receipt stamped with the seal of the custom-house. This ho 
refused to give, mid triuniphantlj placed his hand on the 
chen; ljut liq hval reckoned without liis host, for I removed 
lib hand, saying, it was not my custom to pay money with¬ 
out getting a receipt. The fellow became veiy angry, and 
ordered ns to open our boxes^ I said that my hexes were 
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re^vdy, und having \inl{xrked them myself, 1 teld him to 
btgin. At the same time pnoclucmg my nate-book, I a^ed 
his name, and declined further conTcrBatioo, He eora* 
menccd to puU one of myboies about, but soon desisted, 
and laughing^ said it was all fun; but it was cuBtomary for 
passengers to make tbe customs* offiemls a present, and if I 
■wonld give him S60 cben it would be all ligbL I simply 
replied by a request that be would proceed with tbe search; 
but the whole lot took thcmfielves off, and returned in a 
few minutes with another mandarin of higher grade. He 
having first requested pcmiiBsion to enter my boat, asked for 
tho Ticeroy*3 pass. On reading it^ he said I must excuse 
what had happened, hut that a present was cusiomaiy, and if 
I w'OuJd give something it would be all right. So I paid a 
peuson calling himself a broker l€fi chon, saying, that had I 
been asked civiRy for a present at first I would have given 
ih The mandarin then called another officer^ who octom- 
panied ub to the gunboat, and having passed us, took his leave^ 
I havfl mentioned this little adventure with the customs* 
official only as am iUustmtion of tbe difficulty a traveller 
w ould experience in travelling in the interior of CJhiua with¬ 
out any other document than a passport given him by a 
consul, and I firmly believe, that in Ihe absence of the 
Viceroy a pass, I should have nm a great risk of being often 
maltreated, if not altogether prevented from prosecuting luy 
journey, 

Qubfoo is a city of tbe first grade, and the firat customs' 
station on the Yang-ts^ after entering the province of 
Sz-chuau. It is pleasantly situated on the left bank of the 
riverj and contains many fine joss-houses and temples* The 
country surrounding it is veiy' fertile, prcHlucing opium and 
sugar in huge fiuautltics; tho best coal in the province is 
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also fouuid m the district of which Qui-fqo h the chief 
city- 

I wiB glad to get ele^r of Qui-foOj and we did not anchor 
for the night, until we had rwichcd a point some milea above 
the city. 

Next day we ascended the Timg-yan Rapid, which is con¬ 
sidered by Chinamen, at this $ca$dD^ one of the most Hanger- 
ou^ so much so that hero also a mandarin b stationed to see 
that boats partly unload their cargo, and that all passengcis 
dbembark before shooting the rapiil Just before we anived, 
a large Junk, laden with cotton, in tiying to ascend had 
stnick on a sunken rock and gone down, within ten yards of 
the spot; she had been buoyed up by four bu^o boats, abd 
her crew were busy baling out the water. She was very 
much chiinagetb and even while her crew were busy at work 
about her, numbers of wreckers were deliberately pilLagiiig 
her spars and coigo, while her owner, a Sz-chunn merchant, 
fiat by utterly helpless. I believe^ however^ that tbero is 
fiome cufitoni on the upper Yang-ts“^ by virtue of wliichp the 
people of the neighbourhood claim part of all nTccks that 
ooine to shore. 

There wore extensive works in course of progress for im¬ 
proving ihb rapid \ large einbankments w^cro in process of 
construction on the left bank, and masses of rocks, appearing 
above the surface of the water, wore being blasted by w^ay of 
deepening the bed of the river. The expense of the w^ork, 
which had been in pi-ogress for several years, was defrayed by 
contributions levied on the owners, of junks and caigoea 
passing up and down^^ and this contribution will be leWod 
until the w ork is finished j when that will be it is difficult to 
say, as the several nLundarins, under whose supervi^on it is 
carried ou^ reap a grand hfirve^t of w^etilth from it, as I was 
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mfornted tliat fully twchtbimls of ilie auniml amoiiDt Taisoil 
for the work goos into tbeir pockets^ 

We had a capital breeze with us after ai5eendiBg thb rapicl^ 
and by the time we mooi-cd for the night had made a run of 
more thxui forty miles since the inorning. Between the Tniig- 
Yim Bapid and the town of YuDg-yan-ehieiig the river banks 
for more tbiin a nulej in a regular line of pyTaniidal hills, 
about 3Q0 feet higb^ with basea of equal diuienaions, each in 
succession presenting a uniformly Bcarped facOi wMIe the 
sides sloped, at exact and uniform angles, down to the inter¬ 
vening ravines; the whole foimation, in its apparently arti¬ 
ficial regularity^ being one of the most remarkable scenes 
so far met with on the Yang-ts’*^ which here narrows to fifty 
yards in width, and is very deep. 1 felt strongly iadined to 
christen thb Pjimnid Gorge, but for niy intense objection to 
subslitute English names for the Chinese designations; every 
part of the river already having its native siguifioant narac in 
use amongst the boatmen. 

Two daj^u" journey through a fine country, with wdl tilled 
fields of peaa^ bean-^ and poppy, brought us to Wan-chion. 
This dty is ccmspicuoua from the river for its picturesque 
appearance; two very fine joss-houses adorn its eastern and 
western suburbs, wbicb occupy a considemblo extent of the 
river bank. 

Wamjhien chiefly derives its importanec from being an 
opium market, to which laige quantities of the drug are 
brought for shipment to Chung Ching. \Ye happened to arrive 
jiist 03 the great annual new-yeor proceasion was moving along 
the river banks, attended by hundreds of people droned m their 
holiday clothes^ An old law or custom obliges all the chief 
officials to take part in thia piiocessioa in full state costume, 
and so strong h the public fcobog on the matter, that ill- 
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hc&Rh, or th€ tlcMli of a parent, cjould alone be sufficient to 
excuse the absence of any officer^ no matter how high hjs 
rank. 

One of the chief objeeta in the procession, was an immense 
fignre of a dragon, some fifty feet loog^ carried on poles by a 
number of grotesquely dressed mea^ who by moving their 
bamboo poles, caused the figure to imitate the iindulatiiig 
motion of a serpent Numeixms bands of musicians accom¬ 
panied the procession, whow music combined with the shouU 
of the crowd to produce a deafemng noise. 

As a procession of this sort natiimlly excite-s the people, I 
gave orders to proceed, much against the wish of our boat¬ 
men, but a present of 200 chen overcame their objections i 
and we proceeded up-stream, after having laid in a few pro¬ 
visions, and hired another lioatman m the place of one who 
left us. 

Towards siin-dowu we reached the little Hu Bapid, Though 
there would have been little danger in ascending it by day¬ 
light our task was not so easy, as it was nearly dork, and tlio 
wind blew a perfect liurricaue up-stream; we dared not 
approach the shore, the river was a perfect boiling canldi-on, 
and ouf men were obliged to jump from tlio boat on to tho 
rocks, and so doing fell into the water, without any damage, 
however, beyond a wetting, and being knocked about by the 
waves. As soon m tho men had hmded, and oommenced 
tracking ua up tbe mpid, I perceived tbat our poaition was 
becoming daugorous; it was quite dark, and the wind howled 
so loudly, that tho boatmen on sliore could not hear the bow- 
num, and before I bad time to finisb taking off my heavy 
garments, we struck heavily on a sunken rock, and broached 
broadside to the stream; how we got clear of the rock, 1 don't 
know, for we were free by tlie time I hod succeeded in getting 
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off my long coat; but our boat waa half ftiU of water, and 
stUl out in tbe centre of the rapid With the weight 

in Ler^ our cooUea cxiuld not make way agaitiat the current, 
and we Lad to wait for nearly a quarter of an hour, until 
half-aniozeii rillagera came to our asaiatance * the darknc^ 
was increaaing, and every moment seemed an age, until wo 
were clear of the lapidp and in still w'ater. Fortunately for 
us our boat was strong; had elie been stove, we should have 
gone, and nothing could have saved usl The Lowder had 
undere^stimated the strength of the current, and fancied that 
our men could haul the boat up without assistance, in which 
ho was docoivod* hut hCp and also the bowman, proved thera- 
Belvea sbauncli feUows, for they w'sre cool and qmot throughout 
the whole accident 

* As my bed and everything were wet, I was not sorry to got 
on shore, and take mj dinner in a little tea-house on the 
river bank, frequented by boatmen, and by midnight my 
blankets wore dry enough to turn into. 

Starting eairly nesit morning, we passed several villagea^ 
their little white houses looking very clean and nice, with 
many deiaclied dvrellinga erubosonied bi gardens and oreliards 
of orange trees j in fact, this style of single homesteads and 
cultivation seemed to have superseded the small clustcra of 
houi^, and formed a fx^cuJiar feature of the countiy* The 
river bed, wherever exposed in long shingly beaches, was, in 
maii^ placeSp converted into gold waslungs; a great many 
men were busy in gold seeking, which, as far as I could bam, 
seemed to return but licaiity profit, and those employed in 
washing appared, a mle, very old and poor. 

Towanls eveniug we pasacd the vtllago of Slii-pow-cliai, 
with its fiiinoLS aeven-storied pagoda, built like a etfliroase 
agaimt tt bugo aiuare rock, the upper Btotj comamaicating 
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with other temple buildings on the summit, while the 
village nestles round the bn$e of the tenraee on which it 

Nothing could be more channiug than tho suoeessivo view^s 
of the fertile country from Shbpow-ehai to our halting-plaeo 
for the night. The hill-sides running up from the river were 
literally covered with groves of orange and pumiloe trees^ 
while peach and pear-trees wem white with bloasoin near every 
little white houses many of which peeped out from the foliage, 
recalling to mind scenes that I remember seeing in Wales 
wdien a boy. The river above Shi-pow-ebai opens out con¬ 
siderably, and must in the summer-rise average for ^veral 
miles inoro than half a mile in width. On leaving our 
anchorage next morning we entered a very wide reach of the 
river, which was divided into numerous channeb by ledges of 
flat rocks, about six feet out of water. This part of the river 
is exceedingly dangerous m summer on account of these then 
submerged reefs. 

In the afternoon wc arrived at the small town of Chung, 
one of the prettiest towns on the Yaug-ta^ It contains 
numhem of pagoda^ temples, tkree-^ried houie^ and 
ya-muns, which, seen from the river, peeping out of the 
luxuriant foliage in and about the town, compete a very 
pleasing picture. 

We had not anchored more than half an hour before several 
Chinese Christians entered our boat, and among them a 
student of the Mission school This young man politely 
invited me to come with him to see the Chinese priest, who 
resided in the town. 

Having accompanied the student !o the Mission-house, I 
wa^ most kindly received by the Father, who was n fine speci¬ 
men of an educated Chinaman. He was an elderly mpu, 
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witli a long wbito beard, stately aatl venerable in apfH^amnoe> 
with grave aad eourteous manners. 

After conversing mtb me awhile, during which I learnt 
that ho had been educated in Romo, he ordered me some port 
wine and cake. The wine was a great treat, and my evident 
enjoyment of it caused liim to amibi Wliilc we were con¬ 
versing, several merchants came on a visit* Having beard of 
tlio arrival of a foreigner, they bad conoluded that I must be 
a Father, and on entering the room each of tbera caime up, 
and, bending bis knee, asked for my blesaing. When Udd 
that I was not a Father they appeared surprised^ but <bd not 
in any way alter their respectful behaviour* After an hour 
or two spent at the Mission, I bade good-bye to the Father, 
and strolled through the city ^vith the young student and 
PhilipL Tlie cleanliness of the town wos romarkablo. The 
temples were voiy fine bidldiugs, gorgeously decorated with 
carved work, and resplendent with gilding and colour. Our 
young guide led us to the Ya-mun, and would have taken me 
in to see the mandarin, whom he described as a very great 
friend of the missionaries, but I rofrajneii from tmnblLng hiiffij, 
as suck visits are generally costly, owing to tbe custom of 
giving presents. 

In many sbops I noticed abundance of cotton piece-gtiods 
for sale* and much Opium, I observed for tbe first time in 
Chung a custom which* though I believe it to be confiTnon in 
Chino, I had never board of or noticed before. At the comerB 
of streets, in niches at the ends of houses* were long white 
deal boxes* which I learned were cofBns j fmd on asking why 
they were so placed there, I was told that they were provided 
by the various city wards for the purpose of biujing paupers^ 
of whom, I was glad to learn* few were to be found in Cbung. 
Tiio town was well built* and the wall suTreunding it in 
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thorotigb repair. Altogether, I was struck with llie general 
weil-to-do air of tho place^ which on a closer view does not 
disappoint tbo cxpectotioiis nuBcd by its imposiog appearance 
m ^en from tbo river. 

ltd superiority in tbia respect, aa contrasted with the 
general dirt and neglect of Cbinese towns, can only be attri¬ 
buted to the influence of ibe Cbiistians, who comprise nearly 
one-third of the population, and chieily belong to the wealthier 
classes, which, I may say, have fumbhed most of tho converto 
through Sz-chuan. 

I ieamt with great regret that the talc which Bbkkton'a 
Lowder had to)d*us about the drowning of the young Father 
wad too true. It appeared that in ascending one of the rapids 
he was holding on to the tow-rope, by which the junk was 
being dragged np, when it broke, and tho rcjcoil throw him 
overboard into the middle of the rapid, when be sank, and 
was never seen again. One of his oornjmnions jumped over 
after him, and w'as nearly drowned in hk efforts to save him. 
This piece of news seemed to affect Fhillpand Lowleo eon- 
sidcrably, and the former, when tuming m, agaia complained 
of being ilL Just before 1 retired for the night, the Chinese 
father sent me two fowls and a basket of delicious little 
sponge cakes as a present, and I sent bltn in return a bar of 
common brown floap and half a dozen wa5C candles, artielcs of 
rare value in the eyes of native Christians. Foreign soap is 
a luxury highly prized by all Chinese, and 1 wns asked for it 
whenever 1 wont on shore. The common soap of Cliina is a 
very coarse article^ made of tallow mixied with ashes, and 
sometimes from the soap nut, and very expensive * the soap 
nut is principally used by the poorer cla^s in Sz-ehtmn for 
wasbuig clothes, for which purpose only soap in any form is 
used, as the people never employ it to wash their persoiis, 
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We left CHimg next moming, contmniiig threuffb n well- 
cultivated country. The ftogrsnoe of the bean flowers was 
delightful The lost few days’ travel bad brought us into 
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quite another climate. In pLvre of the cold^ piercing winds 
from anow-capped motintama^ wo had now delightfai balmy 
breezes laden with delicious perfaruCj while the hiilfl were 
EiuJlitig with luxuriance, cultivated to their very summits. 
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The day after leaving ChiiDg we passed without stopping, the 
city of Fuug-cliieu. !NeRr the river were numerous quarries, 
where uumbcrs of quanymen were harJ at work, sciiiio dressbg 
the blocks, and others splitting large masses of sandstone into 
squares by means of iron w'edges and huge iron hammers, 
weighing from twenty to thirty pounds. 1 watched the 
fltano-splitters nt their work, in which they displayed great 
dexterity, each man selecting a huge piece of sandstono free 
from crocks, bored small holes about three inches deep and 
eighteen apart, marking the outline of the square block 
requiTEid ; ho then inserted a wedge-shaped piece of iron into 
each hole, and struck them in rotation until tho stone split, 
leaving a large square block fit for dresaing wdtli mallet and 
chisel Tlic use of the hammers requires great espertness, as 
the handles are mads of flexible cane, about the thickness of 
one's finger^ and four feet in length. The hammer is allowed 
to hang Ijetw'een the workman's legs, his body is then moved 
to and fro till the hammer swings over his head^ aad us then 
by a sudden jerk brought down with tremendous force on the 
wedge, each blow being accompanied by a loud ^ nglL*" 

In the eveniDg we anchored at the walled city of Fu-chow 
above the mouth of the Kung-fan-ho, a small river which 
Hows into the Tang-ta** on the right bank. Thb river is 
navigable all the year round for several dayjourney, and 
is the highway of a considerable trade, judging from the 
numbers of largo jlinks lying at its mouth. There is a pecu¬ 
liarity of build in these vessels by which they are known 
from others. At a certain point of the river Kting-tan-ho 
there is a narrow pnssagej m which a rock projecia over tho 
stream j 2md, to eimble the junks to pass, they are built with 
a twist in the stem that gives tlicm a curving, oDC^sided 
appearance. As we W'ore leaving Fu-chow, after making a 
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few purchnses in tbe way of provisions, a fire broke out 
amoqgHt the wooden houses huiU along the river bank out¬ 
side tlie city wall It burned with such mpiJity that, before 
we were fairly out of sight of tlie towiij it had made a clean 
sweep of eveiy^ bouse along the bank for more than 200 yards. 

Kext day we intended anchoring for the night at the city 
of Cliung Chow i biitj in bringing-tOj we ran into another 
boat, and did her considerable damage. Of coiirge^ there was 
a dreadful row between tho two erews; and the Lowder of 
the damaged boat demanded 100 taeW compensation; but 
after a long talk, consented to take twenty^ five of which our 
Lowder paid down and promised the balance in the moming; 
and this arrangement having been mado^ the other Lowder 
retired to bis boat^ and all was again quiet Jnst, lioweverj^ 
m I was abont to turn in, I beard our men moving quietly 
about the boat, shortly after T felt we wore urider weigh. 
Rousing Philip, I strongly objected to travelling in the dark; 
but the Lowder bad made tip his mind to evade the promised 
payment in the moming, and on we went, feeling our way 
in the dark. After pulling about two miles, we came to a 
small rapid, and our fellows jumped on sborc-tvith the 
tow-rope, and commenced hauling j bat we stuck half way. 
The Lowder begged Pliilip and Low lee to help the crow^ and 
I turned out with them; but all our efforta proved unavailing. 
The current was too *rtrong, and the hank was so precipitous 
that we could not get fair foot-hold in the dark. We could 
not venture to descend the rapid again for fear of the 
nnmerous rocks; and tbore was nothing for it lyai to make 
fast where we were, and wo bml the jdeasure of trying all 
night to sleep while tho water boiled and roared about usl 
W o were lying in a strong eddy inside the nish of water, and 
every few minutes our hos^l was sH^ung round like a top, and 
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was only saved from being completely smiisbed by two of the 
10 ea beeping a sharp look-out at tbe lx>w and stern. Our 
positioUf at lastj became so dangerous that I landed, and aat 
on the rocks smoking till daylight, and ou its first appeanmeo 
we all set to work manfully, and succeeded in getting up 
the rapid, Hie river here made a sharp curve; and 
while the boat was rounding the bend, wiehiDg to 
enjoy the beautiful moridug, I walked aeroas the country 
to meet her. A little path led us througli voiy beautiful 
country ; sometimes wo walked through patches of sugar“ 
cane, eight and nine feot lugh i then tlirongh hc'lds of beans 
all in flower^ affonrling a rich repast to myriadE of honey 
bees ■ while the wheat and barley, all dibble-sow^n, according to 
tbe immemorial practice of Chinese agriculturists, were a 
foot high, and very^ lujcuriant In facb the w^hole countiy 
now—in the month of Fobmaiy—wore the appearance of 
Epring as seen in the month of May aljout the neighbour hood 
of Shanghai. Large patches of poppy, more than half a foot 
high, W'ere distinguished by their lovely green appearance ; 
while numbers of the little white farm-houses lent an 
additional charm to the landscape^ 

Entering some of these cottages in quest of a drink of 
tea and a light, I could not help contrastiug their extremely 
dirty interior with their pleasingly clean exterion Inside, pigs 
were lying under tables and in comers of the rooms; while 
children, dogs, fowls^ and ducks indiBCrimmately occupied the 
dirty mud floors^ This Irish style of interior is common 
everywhere in Cliina amongist the agricultural population, but 
is certainly more remarkable amongst the people of Sz^uan, 
who am exceedmgly well off, and pay so much attention to 
outside appeamnijca By noon we passed the largo village of 
Lo-shib, ou the left Lank; and on the neighbouring hilb 1 
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observed & great many irOD-smieUmg furnaces, tbe country 
being exceedingly rich iu this metal 

About G P.^t, "R'e anchored for the night »t the village of 
Hutting, surrounded by beautifully fertile country, and less 
than a day’s ’walk from Chung Chiug. After dinner Philip 
and myself indulged in one of our usual nightly conversations, 
■which generally follo’wed aiy lessou in the colloquial Cliinese. 
He was particularly communicative; the prospect of reaching 
CbungChing on the morrow having temporarily dispelled his 
illness and low spirita. Our conversation turned on Chinese 
conjurors—a doss of strolling blackguards, both clever and 
numerous. From this subject we came to the siipematuml; 
and he then related to me how certain people in China com- 
nnuniCAtc with &pirit<&. A tuode eommoii fimcmgsli wom^n is 
il 9 follows r Oil tli6 tliirtciOTit}i of tbo R.rst irioou thB fcEoalo 
Bpiritu^l^ shut tb^nweWes tip in a room; a bamboo Vmsket^ 
something like our dotbes" bosket, is placed upside down on 
a tablOj witb o eliopstick laid on the bottom i two women 
grasp tbe bwer rim with their right haneb, while a third, 
mcdiuiD, I snpposse!) bowing her face to the ground, contmues 
crjdng ontj " Have you come yet ? bave you come yet ? ” 
After some time spent thns tlie spirit's presence is announced 
by tbe rapping of tbe chopstick on tbc basket i he is tben 
intenroguted as to tbe ago of tbose present, which ho tolls 
correctly by a rap for evoty year. Other questions are thou 
put, generally relative to tbe prospect of a bnsbaad or of 
children. Wlien I lienTd this Ktory it stnick me so mneb 
like tbe reproduction of our own s^pirituolista' stances, that I 
fancied Philip might be e^erebjug his pawners of sareasm i 
but, after qn^cstbuiog him very closely, I could not doubt 
that he was relating tome what he considered a fact^ wbiie 
be assured me that lie had never heard of foi-eigneis in- 
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dulging ID tbifi iofonD^ me that the 

practice waa mnaideitt] iovr aniODgat the CbiDeae, and that 
few people indulged in it, as they were afraid, and many 
Chinese, whom I have spoken to On the subject, appeared to 
he well aware of the practice, and to believe in the commu¬ 
nication with opiritG; hut they invariobly spoke of such 
doings os had and diaieputable. 

Many men also gain tlie reputation of demoniacal poa- 
ssession ; the presenm of the deinon in them is nmnifested by 
n duplay of pTOtOmatnml powers, the eneigumene breaking 
thick burs of iron, handling red-hot masses of metal, eating 
crocker)', and writing on paper withent touching it^ simply 
by describing the charoeters in the air, after which the paper 
is held to the fire and the w^riting appearsL These tricks, 
however, are evidently mere legerdemain; but tlio basket- 
rapping struck me as worthy of description, as it so much 
resemhles out table-mppiog at home. 

Next moruing we started at daylight, and, passing through 
n hilly country, by noon eutered Blakiston's " Iron Gorge," 
where Dumerons columns of smoko marked the place of iron- 
smelting furnaces- and by 2 p.m.^ we sighted the tops of 
pagodas and junk-masts at Chung Ching, w'here we arrive^! at 
S15, and anchored in the Chung Ching river, which enters the 
Yang-ts^ from th e left hank^ and dividea the town of Li-rai n 
from the city of Chung Ching 

Immediately on arrivEkl I dispatched Philip and Lowlee 
with my letters of introduction to the CathoUo bishop re¬ 
siding here. After an absence of two hours^ Philip returned 
with a message from Monseigneur DesHeches, to the effect 
that his house was at tny disposal; but as I ahouJd have to 
receive many [f I would wait until the mommg he 

would procure me a mandarin's house for myself. Philip 
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further infomied me thnt hia lordship Lad received a letter 
from Monsieur Dabry, in which I was described as a gnvem- 
mcbt confidential agent on my way to open a trade route 
through BurmaL, From this the good bishop thought I was 
a man of gnat consequence, who would require a vciy graud 
residence in Ghutig Ching, and espieEscd his iutentiea of 
visiting me on the morrow. Fortunately, however, for me 
Lowlec remained at the palace over-night, and having no 
doubt had bis instructions from the good Mhcr, O. de Carli, 
fully exphuued my position to the bishop, liarly next 
morning he returned to the boat, bringing with him the 
bishop's chair and bearers, and a message to the effect that 
rooms were ready for toe at an hotel in the city. Pro¬ 
ceeding thither I took up my quarters, glad at Inst to escape 
from the boat Our joamey from Sha-a'’ to CbnngChing Lad 
dccupicvl twenty-five days, making a total of twenty-nine 
from Hankow, an average passage for a small boat at that 
time of the year. Before proceediag further with my narra¬ 
tive, I must trouble tbe reader with a few remarks on tlie 
great river and its navigation, which I leave at this point to 
continue my jonmey by land. 

The Yang-th", from its great length, depth, and cuonuous 
Inulc, may he OBsigned n prominent place amongst the great 
rivers of the world. Taking its rise in Thibet north of the 
latitude of Lhdssa, it follows an east course fur some distance 
under the name of Kincha-kiong, or Gold Sand Biver, and 
then turning sharp, it flows for more than 300 milm due 
Booth, until, reaching the Province of Yunnan, it again floa-ft 
costwanl, augmented by the Ya-Iong-kiang, b}' a somewhat 
tortuous course of more than iSOU miles to the sea, under the 
names of Yaiig-U“-kiarg and Ta-kiaiig, or Great River, the 
Litter beiug applied to it after its junction with the Ya-loog. 
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Ar Swi-foo may be practically rogartlcd tke terminus of 
rivei-bome tmde, veiy few l>oata ascending fiiiiljer^ and 
irnne being able to proceed beyond Pci-eha^ we may consider 
that the river iiom this to the sea, following the broadly- 
marked divisiotiS of the bidy and chainpajgu countries 
traversed by it, is divided into the Upiser and LpOwer 
Yang-ts^ the first imme being given to the tdream as it 
forces ita way amongst the bills of Ss^hnan through a auc- 
cossion of rapids and goiges^ terminating at lelmng^ fiOO miles 
from Swi-foo, 

From the entrance of the Ichang Goi^ it broadens into 
the majeatie stream which rolls its watem for liXX) milt^ 
through the plains of Hoopeb, Ngnan-hoci and Kiang-seo to 
the sea* 

The Upper Yang-taw receives several navigable tributa.rios^ 
the Kimg-tan-lio on the right bimk^ and on the loft the 
Hotowj, sometimes called Liimn or Chung Clung liver^ at the 
dty of that name, and the Jlin at Uio city of Swi-foo. 

The Kung'tan-ho and LI min aro navigable during the 
whole year for junks drawing five foot watcr^ the first 
for nearly ai^Ety miles into the interior of Kwebebew Pro- 
Yinee ; and the second as far os the city of Chong Ching, 
During the summer months the ordinary Ss-chuon junks 
ascend llio to Chen-tu* the capital of Sz-chuan, and all 
the year round to the dty of Kia-ting-foo, about twcKthirds 
of the distance! between Chou-tu and Chung Chiug^ which 
last is the emporium of all the trade in Western China, To 
this centre all the large traders from the principal marts of 
Yunnou, Rwei-chew, and Sss-ehnan arc obliged to bring their 
morchondiae before they cfui obtain the Syceo ailver to 
buy foreign goods, tbe trade in which is held by the Chung 
Ching merchants as a monopoly i thus the richest products of 
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Sz-chuim, sudi as silk^ the so-called vegctahle waiCj. 
ftiitl opiuni find their waj to Chutig Cljiiig*. 

The means of uavigatioiQ oa the Upper Yang-L'^", as 
already described^ is the common fiat-l>ottomed square-bowed 
jnnkp prepelled sometiiiied by oars^ but generally by track¬ 
ing. The busk of iL&eeDLiing the dangerouR rapida requires 
considerable skill and fortitude^ beyond wbicb few difficulties 
oeCiir to interfere with t he constant traffic pasjdng up and down. 

Over the worst of the eight principal rapids there were six 
feet of water when I aacendod in February during a remark¬ 
ably dry season. Want of water, therefoi^j can never inter¬ 
fere witb an iinproved inodo of navigation, and I tbink thatp 
with a little expenditure of capital and engineering skiffi the 
Upper Yang-ta’^ might be made perfectly safe for properly' 
constructed steamers, and indeed^ in its present condition^ I 
can Bce no obstacle that would prevent such a steamer reach¬ 
ing Chung Cbing. I venture to expr^RS thb opinionp thongh 
contraiy^ to that given by Mr, Dawsonp* on the simple ground 
that where a loaded junk of 1^0 tana burden can ascend^ a 
boat with the aid of steam could perform the same feat^ 
though filie might require the additional assistance of lowing 
in some rapids. There are several hundred milea cam- 
para tivoly free frem rapidf^ where the junks are projjelled by 
oars, or slowly tugged along by trackeine^ at a snail's paoe^ 
whereas a powerful steamer could easily make six miles an 
hour. Strcis has been laid on the fact that the descent 
would present the most serious difficulty in the way of stcain 
navigation; but without pretending to any practical know¬ 
ledge of the navigation of vesaela amongst rapids^ I would 
hazard the remark that Bteamers adapted to such navigation 
could shoal a rapid ns safely as a junk of the same size^ and 
* r^CoDglll Swinliap'i 1S70 l 
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I fully belicT^ wLtb Captaib BlakbtoB, that an nttompt^ Eucb 
M has not yot ho^n to ascend the Upper Tang-ts'* in a 
" high-power light-draught ^tcaTaer^ with double engines and 
disconnected paddle-W'hecH especially constnictcd for river 
uavigatJon,” would prove sneoessfuh and open a new ehnnnel 
for British commercial enterprise. 

For the purpose of developing the trade of SzHshuan and 
ficcuring it to the British merchants at Hankow and 
Shanghai, steam navigation is of great unportance. Exports 
from Chung Ching will naturally find their way to the 
Hankow market^ by descebding the Yang-ts'* in from eight 
to ten days, ib preference to seeking a luarkct ib Burmah 
vi& Tali-foo and Bhanio^ by an overland journey of several 
hundred miles. As to the produce^ therefore^ of the Sz-chtiau 
and Kwei-chew provinces^ our Chinese merchants need never 
fear the competition of the British merchant in Buriiiahj 
save in the event of a maritime vrar; nor after the intrt> 
duct ion of steam on the Upper Yang-ts"^^ need they be at all 
ubert^ as to their trade in piece-goods wdtli Sz-chuan, The 
province of Y unuan will prolMibly give her trade in imports 
(and exports if she bas any that wiH find a market) to 
Bangoon by some direct route^ such as that advocated by 
Captain B. SpryCj to Burmah; but beyond that province it 
seems difficult to conceive what further advantage Burmali 
wdll reap from couimuiiicatiob witji Western China. 

At present there reinaibs hut ono great step to be taken 
by our Chiua merchmits to sccui^ to themselves the wdiole 
trade of Eastern, Central, and Western China (exclusive of 
Yunuan}^ and that is the introduction of steamers on the 
Upper Tang-ta'^. The abundance of coal, worked and ua^ 
worked, in Sz-chuaa sccureii the necessary supply of fuel on 
the spot; uud tho city of Qui-foo^ situated about midway 
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botwecD Icbaag nnd Chung Clung, -would he admirably 
suited for o coaling depot. Before quitting thia subject, on 
which I do not wish to be thought to speak as a nautical 
authority, I would refer my reader to the able paper read by 
Consul Swinhoe before the Royal Geographical Society, and 
published in cjctenao in their Journal, giving the results uf 
the most rocent expedition on the Upper Yang-ta*. They 
will there find much more accurate and acientific observa¬ 
tions ou tbe navigability of the river than it was in my power 
to tuakc as a simple CArncse traveller. 


CnAFTER IV. 
cHTOfd cimfa 

Tim Rm Clwct—Kctej^tEyn or ths Biabop—Hy Frieitcl Fun-Taanini Rock 
Tenijilo*— Dinimr witli IIib Tflirn Jeli—DcMjr of ChmcKn Art — A ItiijBil 
(V»in{«r—The Sic-cbiiiin rcrEcculioti*—'UmaiMTy liffl 

— tt^MpecI paid to thiii FbUhjTb —Boy§' ud Girla' ^i^Dok—Dimuiri^tiioEit 
of MOTchadta—Clslnwe Theatre- 

The city of Clioiig Chingp at which I had how arrived, may 
lx> aptly described aa the liverpool of Western China. It ia 
a walled city of the first rankp containing with its oj;.tensive 
suburbs, a populadon of ahont two hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants^ whose dwellings cover the slope of a 
hLU^ forming a point at the jiinctioii of the Hotow river, with 
the YaHg-tB“. On tho oppos^ite bank of the Hotow^ stands 
the Binaller city of Li-min, from which the river often takes 
its name. Although the city of Chen-tu, as the residence 
of the Sbaj-tai or Viceroy^ and head-quarters of tho Provin¬ 
cial Government, holds the first rank, yet politically Chung 
Ching is of great importance, as it contains the imperial 
treasury, where all the revenue of the province is rccoived 
and stored, and the office of the paymaster of the Western 
Frontier Arniy^ under the administration of on official ap- 
pointed direct from Pekin, independently of the "'tneereyp 
Numerous roads from aU parts lead to this great Em- 
porium, which also Iihh water-couimuuication with idl the 
principfd cities of Yunnan, Kwd-cheu, and Sz-chuaa Twice 
u year, that is just after the Chinese New Year^ and again 
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after tho aubsidence of tbe sumfoer floods, the port is 
crowded with himdreds of jiinks^ Ijiog m tiers off the river 
bants. This scene on our arrival presenteil an appearance of 
bustling activitT, which at once impresal me with an idea 
of ihe enormous trade carried on in this great inland mart. 
About a da/s sail below the port, we had enconntered more 
than a hnndred junks, the first instalment of the downward 
bound fleets which annually leaves just after the New Y^ear, 
This is oonsidei^ed a lucky poriod, and the junks starting at 
thb time with their cargoes of produce, are fkble to accom¬ 
plish their return voyage from Hankow^ liefore the navigation 
m impeded by the summer floods, Ve^ little tniffic takes 
place at that season, owing as well to the want of freight, 
as to the increased labour and danger of the voyage. After 
the floods, the junks start on their second downward voyage, 
returning by the New Year, thus accomplishing the joumay 
to Hankoiv and back twice in the twelve months 

The Chung Ching merchants have the reputation of being 
the richest in China, and their crediti is established in the 
remotest part of the empire, w^hile the Syceo silver bearing 
the local marks of this city, on account of its purity 
unalloyed by copper, ia gladly taken at a considerable 
premium j in every other province, the Chung Ching sIiocb;* 
as the ingots of silver (which from their shape appear to 
have been moulded in a diminutive pie dish) are eommonly 
caUedj are easily distinguishable by their smalhiess of size 
from the larger and more alloyed Sycee of other towns;* The 
landlord of the hotel, haviog received advice of my coming 
from the bishop's messengers, was ready to give me a civil 
reception, and a comfortable breakfast was speedily served by 
the chef-de-eubnno of the cstahliijhnieDt My new quarters 
were a great improvcioent on my first experience of Cbineso 
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liottls at Shtt-s« j the aptvrtmenfca were roomy and clean, tbs 
liouBO being reserved for the cxcluBive use of mauJarias, one 
or two of which close, witti their families, were staying there 
at the time. 

Having settled myeelf in my new qnariers, I had leisure 
to calculate the chances for and against the successful prose¬ 
cution of my enterpnae. Philip was evidently wavering, if 
not altogether disinclined to proceed; but bis decisiou would 
bo. I knew, jntuuly influenced by the wish of Monseigueur 
Desfleches; Lowko had already said he would not proceed 
beyond Chung Cblng, at which point, his engagement to act 
as guide terminatcih 

The consistent reports, current everywhere of the successes 
of the Maliomedan rebels in Yniman, had made it too 
probable, that the route to Likiang-foo was impracticable; 
tins would entail the ahandouinent of my origrEsJ project 
of taking the comparatively straight line from Likiang to 
Sudiya, on the Eramapootra. The only other chance of 
reaching India, seemed to ho by striking northwards to 
Chen-tu, to which point my route was rendered secure, by 
the passport addressed to the VicGToy there resident, and 
thence through TLihct to Nepaul. Hod 1 possessed anything 
like an ample supply of funds, this change in my route would 
have caused me little conceni, for 1 had hut a slight Idea of 
other obstacles which were destined to prove insunnauntable. 
Time and distance were nothing to me. As it was, this 
change of route, involving an unknown amount of expense, 
was a subject of serious and somewhat anxious contempla¬ 
tion. However, the thought of retreat did not enter my 
mind, and the flattering vision of success gradually dispelled 
all forebodings; and when in the afternoon. Father Deschamps 
armed with an invitation to the palace. I met him cheer- 
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fully, and sspoke with such appapcnt ccriaiiity uf prooocdiugx 
that the good inissioDaTy clapped me oa the shoulder^ 
^layirigj ** You Engliiditoen are bmvc meo^ aud make light of 
difficulties^ but there are many before you/* 

I was soon following the Father through the dtj, in the 
bishop’s close chair. Am the palace was at aomo diatancep 
there was a good opportunity of noticing the aspect of the 
streets thronged with pcoplOj intent on husmesa. Many 
streets appeared to consist entirely of shops devoted to one 
particular branch of trade, and but for the Chinese lettering on 
the advertising boards hanging outsidoj and the ChinaiTsea 
inBide, there was little to distinguish them from the ordinary 
Loudon shops. In several streets^ nothing hut foreign piece- 
goods wei^c exposed for sale; others were full of watchmakers* 
i^hopsp the Viiadows stocked with cheap foreign watches and 
American clocks. In fact, we seemed to pass from Colil- 
smiths' Square along Toy Shop Lane, through Draper Street 
iuto Butchers' Lnnc, mid then along Bird Street^ where live 
pheasante, wild ducks and geese, and song-^binla were kept in 
bamboo cages, and then into Bootmakers' SquarOp up Bakei^' 
Hill, (lowm Greongrocera^ Hill, along Mandarins* Giardens to 
the Bishopb’ Palace. Th is was a fine buildhig, piiToly Chinese in 
architecture, and richly omamentod wuth carving and gilding. 
Having entered through the grand porch, we proceeded 
through two large outer holls^ and were set down at the 
inner folding-doors. Here Moaseigtieut DesflechoSi habited as 
a high-cIaBa mandarin, received me with kindly courtesy, 
^rupuloufily observing, however, the punctilious ccrcnionial 
prescribed by Chinese etiquette j I might have imagined 
myself in the presence of a Chiistian Shai-tai, especially as 
hb costume was of the green colour^ which none below that 
rank presume to wear. 


Oh. IY.] RECEFTTOSr BY TUE BISHOP* m 

wcrne served m a» iimi^r room, huJ at 
ODC^ otibered oh o dmca^loH of my plaa& Having 
clearly explained to binip tbftt the British GoTenimcnt was 
not in any way inloregtcd in my project^ I rcqueste<l liis 
advii^ os to the best rOiato for meaohiag Indio. He replieilp 
that if I wo^ resolved to ottempt the Likiaog route, he would 
gladly give me a letter to the Bishop at Si^i-foo, but cautiooed 
me ot the euuuo time, that in bis opinion tbe Malioiuedan 
rebellion rendei'ed such an attempt hopeless. He then 
described tbreo other routes : 1, direct to Tolifoo in Yunnan, 
and tlionce to Bbamo on the Iirawady^ which however^ was 
closed for the same reason; 2^ through Chen-tu md Ta^taion- 
loOp Lithaug tmd Rathang in EasterD Thibet, to Sudiya on the 
Bmmapootra *; and % the same route to Bathnngp thence 
diverging in a nortb-weaterly directbn, tbtough Central 
Thibet, into the Indian frontLer distriot of Darjeeling. He 
promised me the help of all the missionaries as for as 
Bflthnngp but distinctly declined the responsibOity of recom¬ 
mending any particular route. He further said, that a pass^ 
port from the Viceroy of Sz-cliuan to the Cliinese hlinbter 
at Ui&ssa, would be requisite to emable me to proceed 
beyond Bathaug. To a question, whether MnnsiouT Dabry had 
represented me as n Government agent, ho replied, that 
Monsieur Dabry was a good gentlemaiip and had probably 
been mialed* He invited me to dimier tJie ne 3 ct day, with 
an apology for not having given me quartern in the Slission- 
bouse, and expressed his inteution of paying all my expenses 
in Chung Ching, and providing me with tnistworthy servontSi 
I took leave of the good bishop, much impressed with bis 
kiodiiess, and, having reached the hotel, I found Philip com- 

* About iLta route tbo Bisbop vm UDcortaiii, but it m\l\ bo well tli»t a 
Cbmrsr tnuier ancrWilxila nimof 4li doiiLt 4 U ttio subjeo^ at Baiiuug. 
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plnlning of ilIn pR.q, so I tri^tl tlifi effect of three CcKskle^a 
pills ground up aod mixed with wrateTp Next morning the 
bare suggeatioti of a repetition of the do®e proved most salu¬ 
tary, for^ on the arrival of tbe biahop^a cbaii^p he was well 
enough to iict:otn|Kiny toe. During dinner* Mooseignetir Des- 
fleches told me that the Chen-tu Viceroy liad Bent repeatedly 
to hitn to inquire whether 1 had arrived. We talked over 
the route through Eastern Thibet, which I had decided on 
following, and he promised to communicate with Bishop 
Chauveau at Tat-siaa-loo. He also talked to Philipp who 
confessed to hiui hk feais m to our journey ; and on onr 
return to the hotel 1 was glad to hear that he would proceed 
to Tatr^shm-loo^ as Fan Ta-jen (the bishop^a Clunese mnne) 
had desired him to do so. 

On the day Mlowiug,^ a raeiT^lmnt under whose care the 
bishop had placed mo, came to take me for a walk round the 
city* He was very particular about my appearance—nothing 
less than my best suit would please him; and my speetaeles 
-which w-ere somew^hat dilapiihited, were at once replaced by 
a pair winch he produced from bis pocket w'itli an air of 
proud satisfaction, and adjusted d la Chhi&iae. II there is a 
vanity the Chinese youth indulge in, it is tho wearing 
spectadcEv made of pebbles, and set in horn or silver. Thus 
a young graduate affects the leam&d man by aid of his 
goggles and loug hugor-nails. As soon as I iv~as dressed to 
his satisfactioijjr wo sallied forth, myself soinewliat oppressed 
by hia multiplied cautions as to the necessity of pnt h&trajmg 
the fact that I was a foreiguer, while lie assumed an air of 
importance that yms intensely amusing. As X walbed lu 
front of him through the outer court-yard of the hotel, he 
suddenly stop|jed me, and gave me to undersLand that I di<i 
not walk with sufficient dignity. Ho then proceeded to give 
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me a leseon, slratting up aud down the yanJ, nodding at me 
at every step^ saying, in Chinciio, “ Like thial likcthbt^’ 
and then I, in turn, went til rough my drill, stnitting up and 
do-wn before him, till, having acquitted tnjwjlf to his entire 
Satisfaction, we sallied forth. As soon as w'o were Ln the 
street, Fan began to talk na though we had some subject of 
interest under dlseusslon. On looking at him inquiringivj 
he gave me a most espressive wink; and as I, taking up the 
cue, occasionally gave uttenmoa to a very correct ‘'Awl*' 
be looked at me with an approving smile. We walked, 
unmolested, through many of the principal streets, and called 
upon one or two wealthy merchants, personal friends of 
Fan’s, with whom we smoked and drank tea. I was greatly 
surprised to notice the number of shops stocked with foreign 
manufitetures only. Glass and crookciy ware, wax matches; 
scented soap, cheap engravings, obscene French photographs, 
watches and clocks, bra<B buttons, pocket-knive^ and foreign 
piece-goods, were eveiywhere exposed for sale. 

After having taken a survey of the towm, we made for the 
river bank," and, taking boat, crossed the rivet to the hill 
opposite the city, where landing, we hired chairs, and ascended 
a series of long flights of stone steps leading up the river 
bank. After proceeding a couple of miles, we alighted at a 
tei-housa. Fan’s importance vastly increasing as my (%oified 
presence attracted the attention of a number of respectable 
men. He gave them to understand that I was a great 
scholar from Kwongtung (Canton), and produced my pocket- 
book, oontaining a few rough sketches, for their edification, 
evidently greatly impresaing them with the importance of 
the stranger who, he condescended to inform them, was his 
Low pungyew " (old friend). We adjourne^l from the tea- 
bouse to vidt a celebrated pagodn, called " Powngan Ta" 
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(great pagoda),*of nine ^storie^. The approach to this ljuLiJidg 
was estrcmclj pretty. Following tlie bank of a little stream, 
wc passed through a amaiiiental atone gateway into a 
series of gardens picturesquely Idd out with evorgreens, 
beds of camelliaa^ dwarf trees^ and ponda AV'e ascended the 
pagoda, tmd front the top story cominaudcd a magnideent 
view over the flurrouotiing country. Tkb OiMco, and sU the 
lesser buildings attached to it as residences for the Buddhist 
priests, were m unusually good repair; though most of the 
public buildings within the city of Chung Ching were 
suffering more or less from neglect and decay. 

The priests had hung outside many of their dormitories 
largo barrel-BliAped beehives, made of wicker-work, pliLsiered 
with mud, in and out of which swarmed myriads of bees. 
At one of tbe large pondB the priest whom Fan had secured 
as a guide, ordered a boy to beat a piece of hollow wood to 
attract the fishes^ and soon numbers of huge fellows rose 
lazily from the bottom. The boy proceeded to feed hia finny 
flock with boiled rice, which they devoured greedily. These 
Buddhist priests consider the preservation of atl animal life 
as a most meritorious action, and feed numberra of goats, 
dogs, and cattle. 

As we were leaving the pagoda. Fan asked me to make a 
sketch of and brought out a ebair from a little house dose 
by. A fcw people stopped to look op at my work, anil 
graduaUy othem, attracted by curiosity, joined them, until, in 
a few minutes^ a eonriderable crowd bad assembled, and &o 
great was the esedtement amongst them that those outside 
pushed those! inside, until I wds knocked Over, and m a fair 
way of being trampled upon. Poor Fan was dreadJufly 
alaruied, and dragged me into the house> through which we 
made our exit^ and procuring chairs, started for the country. 
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We jogged along for miley tlirongh-an andulating 

couritry, the low hilb ridily oultivnted to tbeir Huraniits; 
rttiiall but oarefoUy-tilled Gelds, or rather patohea, of wkEjat, 
barley, beaus, peas, sugar-cane^ aod poppy, in sticcession 
divetaified the tcrracctl hill-sidcSp while eveiy here and there 
the slopes were gay with the yellow flowers of the Hung- 
gowhar, a spectea of cuadder. I noticed ia several places 
indications of surface coal on the bilK The valleys w^ere 
devoted to the cultivation of rice, the rice-grounda being 
now flooded, in preparation for eowing the crop. Here and 
there were little bomesteada aurrounded by fruit-trees, and, 
in the distance, one or two hu^a vHh^s. I struck by 
the numbers of small birds of very gay plumage, whkb were, 
apparently, feaile^ of molestation. At length we readied a 
hiU covered with pine-trees, and ascended one of the tisual 
flights of stops which form hill-roads in China, and having 
descended a little distance on the other side of the brow, 
entered a gate in an encio^te, We soon reachi^ a teo^e, 
one of a succession of terraces occupying a great portion of 
the side of the htlL The whole formed a Taouist temple 
enclosure, containing numerous edifices; some were literal 
rock-temples, e^casTtted in huge masses of sandstone wliieh 
jutted out of the hill at different heights ; others were built 
against the face of the roct Flights of stone steps^ some 
carved in the rock, led up and down, and the terraces and 
intervening slopea were picturesquely laid out with Ixids of 
camellias, and plantations of shiiibs, mter&paiued with ponds 
full of the flowering lotus, and every here and there small 
stone grotto-like summer-houses ; the whole forming a heau-^ 
tiful pleosaunoe, laid out and kept with the greatest care. 
Onr chairs were halted on the terrace in front of one of the 
rock-temples; a portal, aonie ten feet high, with pillars and 
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ftTclntrave ndomed witU a Cbinc^ inscriptioDp gave jiulmigsiati 
to the cavernous interior^ the on either mJe was 

ornamented ivith the various fautastie forms of the Chinese 
Paiitlieon beautifully carved like the portsd, in <dto r^luw, 
out of the eaudstoue, and overlftid with gilding; every hero 
and there was to he fioen tho mystic symboh-^" Tiii-ke>” 
which denotes the union of the Yan and the Yin^ the two 
principles of growth and decay^ and flignifies tie finite 
Iwing, 

The richly paint<ed and gilded door stood invitingly opon^ 
and enteringj we found oumelves in a hall, about forty feet 
aquare, and twenty feet high, dimly lighted by small oil- 
lamijs j facing tia at the eud, sat three gigantic figures, fifteen 
feet high, representing the Taouist Trinity, or Three Pure 
Ones^ before which was n gilt railing. On either side istood a 
row- of figures, tea feet high, representing the various ele- 
montal deities and tutolaiy genii. These figures, many of 
which were splendid with gilding, were canned out of a 
grejdsh stone, different from the sandstone of the temple 
itself; some w'ere unfinished, and two sculptors were bueily 
engaged chiselling the lower ejctremities. There w'ere no 
worshippers, or offerings to be fieen/but the whole inferior 
was spotle^Iy clean, A naiTow passage to the left, al§o 
lighted by oil-lamps, led into a smaller chamber, in the 
centre of which stood a stone table^ and tlmoo large stone 
chairs, and at the end of the room a stone couch, all hevsm 
out of the living rock; finm this room w-e emerged into the 
daylight, through another carved and omamentiil doorwajp 
and proceeded to stroll through the gardens, passing every 
now and then, through one of the grottcnlike buildings, each 
of wbicli wiu! fitted up with ehaim and tablea Numerous 
vieitoi's, all appaientlj like ourselves, simply actuated by 
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curiosity, were walking about tbo grounds | but I nottccil 
that some, wbom by tho way Fan pointed out with a con- 
temptnoiM gesture, as they passed before tho deities repre¬ 
sented on the facades of the temples, devoutly chin-chinned 
them. These temples were all of recent conatruction, the 
CTpense having boon defrayed by the voltintaiy subscriptions 
of the wealthier cksees of Chung Ching and tho neighbour¬ 
hood, whUa the poorer people had assisted by giving their 
labour gtfttuitouslj. 

As we wore testing ourselves in one of the temples which 
was built against the few of the reck, we were joined by a 
Taoiikt priest, who politely saluting me, asked if I would take 
some reJreshment. Fan accepting, on my behalf, his proffered 
bospitaiity. he retired, aad soon returned uulh a trey con- 
tmning dishes of preserves, sugared fruits, crystallized sugar, 
and tea. During hfe absence, Fan pointed to'my nmuth. Ld ■ 
placed his hand over his own, teihng me not to speak ; so 
when tho priest, having done the honoum, commenced 
making inquiries about me, my protector confidentially 
whispered in his ear, with a knowing iviiik at me ; the priest 
opened wide his ayes, and making me n prefound bow, oom- 
mcnced a long oonfeb,. evidently fully intent on being 
mystified by Fan, whov enjoying his important position of 
confidential eompanioa to a swell mandarin, highly enters 
tamed the priest, and saved me from eommitting myself in 
convemation. liVe sat for somo time enjoying our tea and 
sweetm^ts. Oiir host then proposed that wo should dine wilh 
him, end we adjourned to a grotto where a priest, eiddoutly 
0 ower brought in several plain but good dishes, of 
stowed ffeh, fowl, and pork, and then handed round the rice. 
Fan and myself mnde a hearty mool, wadied down with very 
good samshu, something particular, which the priest infamied 


r 
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me was Kwniig-tuiig Cliu, wim niaile in the province of thnt 
iiajne. He hiioself eftt wpiittugly of rice and fish, and begged 
to l>t 3 cKCUscii joining ua in the wine; notliing could esceed 
the dignified politenes^ii of hia beharioiiT;, and I confess that I 
was mnch atnick by itv for I imd looked upoa priests in Chhaa 
as a set of scoundrels holding a very low position in the social 
scale; and so far from expecting mdi hospitality as 1 had 
met with, had naturally concluded that we would have to 
pay for the privilege of visiting the temple j onr host, however, 
declined a pre^nt of several hundred chen which Fan do- 
positwi without remark on a small side table, hat was 
greatly delighted with a small plain gold ring which I took 
from my finger and presentctl to him* 

From the pccidiarity of his dress, which consisted of a 
black flowing gown, simikT to the yeUow ones worn by the 
" Buddhkt priest^ and a small round cap made of black silk, 
through llie crown of which protnidci.1 a knot of hair, T hail 
oonclnded that he was either a priest of peculiar rank amongst 
the Buddhists, or of aaother reiigiou ■ and it was not until 
after leaving the temple and inquiring of Fan, that 1 dis¬ 
covered he was a Taon-jop, or Taon-mati, ie., a priest of 
another religion, differing widely from Buddhism, and whicli 
may bo said to represent the ancieut polytheism of the 
coimtry^as reformed and engrafted with a peculiar theosophy 
by Laotse, the great rival of Confucius, At last we took our 
leave, and descending to the river which ran tliroiigh the 
valley, returaod along iU bank. I much regretted that I 
could not make a sketch of these Taouist temples and their 
picturesque eurrotiudinga | no%'or until I visited them had I 
seen anything in the Celestial Empire which at all realiBcd 
my expectations ■ from my hoyhctod 1 liad foimed, what ex- 
peneucc proved to be, very exaggerated ideas of the beauty 
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of CLineag scenotj'. Many a wistful IcNjk at tlie futniliar 
willow plate, aiui the Boeaes depicted on japanned tea caddies, 
had filled my imayinatbn with pictures of lusuriaat gardens 
and rich if fantastic architectnre; while, more recently, the 
stud3^ of porcelain vases, jade carvings, and the works of 
Chinese artists, had impressed me with the hope that in the 
interior of the country many a scene of beauty which wealth 
and taste had comhined to adorn would reward the tTaveUer, 
I must say that such in my experience have been very few 
and fin between j China's age of art and decorative taste 
seems to have passed away; the cruel rapacity of the rehehi 
and of the unrestrained imperial soldiciy has laid waste her 
most famous Eastern cities. When I visited Soo-chow-foo, 
the city of beauty, the theme of many a Chinese poet, whose 
fair-complexioned maids are now only remembered in the 
proverb, “As beautiful as a Sooebow woman," nmk beds 
of weeds overgrowing the ruins of the once splendid villas, 
alone marked the sites of her renowned gardens, Pekin 
itself ia a city of ruins and decay, though there, to some ex¬ 
tent, and at Chen-til, Chung Chiog,and Canton, but scaroeiy 
anywhere else besides, is encouragement still given to the 
works of art, and even in these cities the secrets of the manu¬ 
facture of the finest porcclmn and moat precious enamels are 
said to be lost. The workmen of Kiang-see now only turn out 
articles of orflinaiy quality, and spedmensof the ancient craft 
of lier ceramic artists are growing daily rarer; the taste ami 
luxury w'bicii oneo everywhere embellished the retreats of 
the oflieittls and nobles, seemed to me to Lave taken refxigo 
in tills SjH^liiian aanctuiiry, 

JUte ill the aftemoou wo reached the hotel, much’to my 
relief, for on our teturu journey my friend Fan was in mther 
a captious temper, having taken either too iniicii or too little 
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of the famuUB Cku. J was too tired to proaervo 

the swaggering gitit befitting a Mandarin of mjr assutned 
dignity j my hat toOj which had been knocked off in the boat 
and replaced too much after the English fifishion of wearing 
hatis, square on the head, was to him a source of great irrita¬ 
tion. Several ratlier sboip digs in my side from hia dhow, 
accompanictl by contortions of his rubicund countenance and 
frowTiing looks at my lieadp intimated thEit it was out of orderj 
and I twice endeavoured to place it on the hack of my head 
with the proper Chinese jauntincs% but I conld not please 
him; at last he took a stealthy look ronnd to see that be w as 
unobaervedp and making a gmb at my hat atljustcd it accord¬ 
ing to his idea of correctness, and continued his walk with 
an air of having accomplished an act of stem Justice^ 

I had barely time to change mj swell attire before my 
protector walked me off to hifi house, some few doors distant 
from tlie hotel; there 1 met a number of respectable Chris¬ 
tian merchants. Philip having aecompatiied me, I w as asked 
a inimher of questions relative tq myself and my colmtl:y^ 
Their inquiries about Insurance Companies showred that such 
schemes were not unknown to them, but the prevailing idea, 
CJtpreiseii without the least reserve, was that noth regard to 
fire and life insurance no insuired personas life would he safe, 
and junks w'ould certaiuly never reach their destination, 
while houses would be burnt most advantageously to the 
owners—but to the utter ruin of Itisurance Coiopanics | and 
they unanimously agreed that under Chineiie nmnagemeut 
Huch schemea vrould never pay. As to steamers plying on the 
Upper Yang-tfi^, they seemed to think the foreigner’s steam 
ship was uU-powerfulp and es pressed the sttongest w ish for 
its arrival 

On the following day as I was engaged with a Father, who 
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called OP by arder of ibe biebop, to armuge ns to tbe 
pniouut I Tivould require to draw bere^ oar hotel waa suddcply 
tbrowu ioto great coofuidoii by the arrival of a royal courier 
l)earing despatebes froio the Viceroy of S2£-obijiap to Pekin* 
relative to the Sopaoleso Embas^yp whicb rmnoiir stated 
bad been detained in Chen-tu and ordered to return to 
Kliatmaudoo. 

The courier diemouAtmg from his Jaded pony, called out 
for food and frtesh horses^ and depositing his sarldle-k^ 
containing the despatches on a chair, sat do™ on them and 
proceeded to abuse everybody* and the landlord in particular, 
fur not using sufficient alacrity in attending to the wants of 
a Toyal courier^ The fellow was dressed in scarlet trousora 
and jacket, with the M^iuidariu hat and long thigh bootSp a 
long cluniJ^ sword himg from a leather waistbelt* and n light 
gingnll tjr matchlock was slung across Ida sbouldcnn. He w^aa 
evidently tired, and apparently suffering from wjmt of opinm ; 
this latter w^ant, however, was soon supplied^ as one of liis 
attendants quickly prepared hia pipe in a room opposite to 
mine, to which he retired, carefully taking with lum the 
despatch bags which ho converted into a piilow'. Out of the 
tw^o hours that he remained in the hotel be smoked opium 
for at least an hour and a half, the rest of the time he spent 
in eating and being shaved ■ and wken at length fresh ponies 
were broughtp the one reserved for biro, os soon as it was 
saddled, was further w'cightcd with the despatches and a 
huge mattrnss, on top of which the bold courier threw him¬ 
self, and, preccKlod by a subordinntO to clear the way through 
the crowded streets, he departed on his journey tow'firds the 
capital, which lie had condescendingly informed me would 
occupy Idm twenty days, travelling day and night, 

During tiie day i had many ™ItorB fiom amongst the 
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wealthy menchttuts of the cttyp and wjus up to a late boar 
engaged in answering tbeii nntnerouB questionia, principally 
directed to 6nd out the object of my travels in their country. 

1 however succeeded in getting rid of them at last^ and gladly 
ret lied to bed| frgiji which 1 was uneeTemoiiioxisly rt^iised 
at daylight next momingr Suoday^ hy my friend Ftui-Bion^ 
sen^ who gave me to understand that he w'as going to mas^ 
and Tang Ta-jen ranst accempany him. Tlio good follow wto 
too thorenghly kind to be refuaed, so I rc^signed myself to his 
direction and quietly submitted to be dressed in my Snndny 
suit. When properly attired to liis satisfacrion, expressed 
hy jerking out his fist with the thumb pDiisting npwardsij 1 
followed tiim to the readeuce of a Christian merclrantp wlicre 
in a large inner court 1 found an altar raised, and a nuniber 
of benches filled w^ith a silent and devoutly attentive con¬ 
gregation, the men and boys occupjdng several of the front 
row's divided by a temporary sort of mUing from those be¬ 
hind occupied hy the w^omcn and girls. 

On the altatj covered with a red velvet clothe stood the 
usual Itouiish omamentSp &c. Shortly after our entrance a 
Chines Cither accompanied by two Chinese youths us aco¬ 
lytes entered from a side door, and the service commenced 
mass, of caui-Bc, was said in Latin, but the congregation aaug 
twice in Chinese w'hat appeared to be hymiie; and the priest 
delivered In an Impressive manner a Chinese sennon. 

Throughoiil the w hole service there waa visible the greatest 
levorence and attention to what was going on, and as I 
looked round me aud «aw this little Uod of Clmstiaas 
vorelijppjiig the God of my fathers >filb n devout decorum 
unmirpa^e<l in any Europeau clurcL, I could uot lielp feeling 
influenced hy their example, and offered up a slleut prayer 
for the aucee^se of the Catholic Misiiioua in Cliiua. 
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After service I reTUftlned ’bebitid ivitb tny conductor, and 
iiiiroiluced to Oiri£i»yiitkS find die priostp who all 

thanked me with unfeigned sincerity for condesceiiding to 
attend their little chapel One and all, on loaming that I 
was not a member of the Church* espressed a hope tliat 
I w^ould liecome a Catholia 

The impres^iopft left on my mind of its niarveUoiai success 
caused me to acquaint mjEself, as far as possible^ w ith tlie 
histor}' and macliineiy of the ’Western China whose 

agents, moreover^ rendered so much asaiefcance in mj joumeyp 
and at the head-quartern of which my fii'st observations of a 
Chinese Catholic congregation ministered to by a Ghineao 
priestv, were mode. The results of my inqumea will not, I 
hope, be (Icemed irrelevant; if so, the reader can skip tbemu 
The present power of the QithoUc Blissioda in China if a 
most strikiiig instance of the inutility of coercion directed to 
restmin freedom of mind in religion. Tlie fearful persecu¬ 
tions tliat assailed the mbsioiiaries and their coaverts during 
the eighteenth century fidled altogether to mrest the spread 
of Catholic Christianity, which now, but a huntlred yeaia 
latotj numbers its adherents by hnndreda of thouaandSi to 
be found in all the provinces of the empire* 

The history of the Sz-chuan Mission, from its conimenws- 
meat to the present time, differs widely from tlmt of the 
JesuiteK From the day that the bvo brave follow er& of 
Xavier, Fathers Ricci and Euggieii, baptised their first 
convert in Chao-King, the misaionoriea of the Society of 
Jesus seem, with trifling checks^ to have achieved the most 
astonishing and rapid successes. Hue has vividly described 
the impression made by the scientific attain ments, combined 
w ith the most fervent iseal for convemion, of Sehall, erbiest, 
Gerbilion, &c+ The gnmd design of wimiing over the emperor 
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and grander, and, in their train, the wliole nafionp to the 
Catholic faith, seemed almost accompliahed when the mag- 
uificent church reared itself in Pekin, adorned with ia^rip- 
tions, presented by the first Matitohoo Emperor, the represeu- 
tali VO of Confucius, and Uie President of tbo Board of Rites, 
It fieemed, then, without doubt, that this would prove tbo 
mother church whose daughters would speedily cover the 
length and breadth of the Flowery Land. The first blow to 
these sanguine hopes was given by the death of the young 
Emperor Chun-che. I will not enter further into the vicis- 
citudes of the Pekin Missions^ which ended in their virtual 
suppression The disputes as to conformity with the custom 
of vencitition of ancestors^ and the wcll-knowil decree of 
Clement XI, not only alienated the Emperor Khang-bi, hut 
also made the class of literati understand that this new 
religion of the Lord of Heaven was absulutely intolenuit, 
and that thdr fixed principles of government and neUgion 
tnust give place to the now Jaw, From that time they were 
tesoluto in their opposition to the religion whoso teachem 
would not bo content with a contemptuous or complimentary 
tolcrntioii, hut tocnaired unconditional submiHSion. This class 
has ever idncc boon Viie promoters of all peiisecutions of the 
converts^ who are still bi danger whenever tlie annual ex¬ 
aminations at once assemble and excite the animosity of the 
candidates for litermy honouis. The Jesuits soon exchanged 
their prosperity for persecution ; and, instead of counting 
among their liearers princes and magistrates, were obliged, 
like other mLssionaries, as the ^‘Lettrea Eili6aiites ” tell usj 
to find their converts among the poor and in the country,” 
The Sz^huau Missions, from their fiist actual coinmencemeDt 
by Appiani, in 1701, hud to euconuter a series of iiersecu- 
lions uurelievL^ by imperial favour. The Jesuit Fathers BugUo 
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and Magalliaena had essayed to propagate the fidth with 
slight Huccreaa. At the time that the blcHxi-thirsty Tehaiig- 
hien tyraiiiiised over this province they Lad, however, barely 
escaped with their lives j and the utter desolatioEi of this 
fertile country, which Tchang-hica IieuI declared “ ahrnild 
remain for ever a desert,"* prevented the resumption of Ibelf 
abortive mission. 

The vacant field was oecxipied hy the Lamrists^ Their 
work was speedily interrupted by an edict of banishment, 
Appiani being itnprisonod till Ids death. Twenty years after 
the intrepid Bishop Mullener sneoeeded in reiutmag and 
labouring nudetecttsl until 17+3. Another violent persecution 
broke out in 1745, during which ab the missionaries were 
detected and sent away; while in other provinces several 
suffered death. Tlie success of the Sz-chiuiti Mission dates from 
the arrival of Mon^igneur Pettier, in 1755;, at which tune the 
converts numbered 4000. Notwithstanding the persecution 
in 1767, two yeai's idler, at the date of the consecration of 
Bishop Pottier as Apotftolic Vicar of S^-chunn, with charge 
of the Missions of Yunnan and Kwei^^hew, the Cliiistiims 
amounted to 7tK)0, aiid^ iu a few years laore^ their numbers 
were doubled. 

Under the superintendence of MonscigDeur Puttier and his 
successor Didier, the mission hold its ground, though repeatedly 
assailed by the Chinese autboritiesL During troublous 
times of the French Revolution the mi&^ioiLarieB^wem sus¬ 
tained by little help from home, and were oftentimes expelled 
from the country, or obliged to lurk m fugitives from their 
persecutora. The converts, however, steadily increasing, num¬ 
bered 40,000 at the beginnmg of this century. How^ever 
much one must regret that the devoted men who laboured in 
the arduous and dangerous work of tliese missions were not 
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ll»e apostles of a gimpUr and purer faith, it is imposaible to 
withhold a tribato of unqualified adiuinition for their solf- 
dcnyuig and heroic pcraeveraace. 

TheSz-ehuan mission can boast of one martyr bishop, 3Ion- 
Bei«nenr Dufresso, whose successful labours as Vicar Apostolic 
clijsad ill 1B14 by bis clecaplt^ition in Cken-tUp ’ivlitle i^n 
i>f ibe native priests perahed under the bonsk either of tho 
torturer or osecutlooer during the four following years. 

A more peacreful period commenced in 18^ and in the 
year 1S33 the Cliristions in Sz-clman were computed at 
uuder Uie cjimge of two blabops, nine Frcncib and thirty 
native priests. Hue states that at the time of bk visit this 
province eounted nearly lOO^tXlU Cbristiaiis, whose numbeTS 
were obviouRlj on ih% increase from year to year.** I do not, 
liowever, llunk tliat at present tlie number amounta to 
100,000; as te the auunal in crease^ J ani not able to give 
4 my precise statements^ 

Tbev are reeruited principally from the well-to-do middle 
class, althougli in tbo villages there nre ninny little Christian 
communities whoso membora belong to tbo industrials 
peasant class. Tliey at present enjoy eonipleto toleration, 
and, indeed, comniatid respect, while in Chung Ching the 
numbers and wealth of tlio converts give them, as a socictyp 
considerable weight The account of the precautions which Mom 
seigneur Desfleclies, then in biding for fear of the persecutor, 
was obliged to take m commiiDicatiug wdth Messrs. Hue and 
Gaibct, w as strikingly contissted with the circurastances under 
which 1 in fide my acquaintance with this good bishop But 
this appaient prosperity and tmnquillit}’ might at any moment 
be eichaugcd for all the perib of persecution; I mystdf ob¬ 
served tho marked dislike of the Ckristians dihplajed by the 
literati and ofiJciols at ChendUn During the animal esamina- 
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lion, held juflt before my visit, tbe busbop bad been obliged 
to absent biitwolf for fear of viokoco; further west, lb is 
contempt and hatred of the Christians were continually njoni- 
festofh TrtUy these miasioiiaiies carry their lives m their 
hands. But It is time to give semio acoount of the system by 
means of which they cariy ou their work among a popidatiou 
at one tiinori iidiffcront and at another capable of be mg 
roused to fienco anger against all retigious innovatora 
Tlio Societd dcs Missions Etrangfires, which from its head- 
quartern in Parui diiiect the affairs of this mission, is most 
caieful in the selection and traiumg of the amdidateE for 
missiouaiy life. As their work lies much among the wealthy 
and educated, though the poor and igDorant arc by no means 
ncglectctl, every missionary sent to Sz-chuan U Epeciaily 
educated for the puqKise of meeting the Cliiaesa literati on 
cipial tcrrus. They land in China generally na young and 
ncwly-ordaiued priests^ under vows by which the rest of their 
life is dedicated to the Sz-ebuan Mission. Onco Imring 
entered upon their work^ they never al^andou it, nor return 
to their nnti'i.^e country ^ iadced> it b impossible for them to 
do so, for 1 have good Jcason$ for stating that any recreant 
who may seekp in riolntioii of his cngagemeiitSi to quit the 
countiy, is certain to be apprehended by the Mandarins and 
sent Ijack to the jurisdiction of the mission. Thb has an 
apparent connection wdth the edict of Khaug-hi, wiiicli 
accorded toleration to those missionaries ouiy who would 
sW'Oiir never to return to Europe, The young miss^ionaiy on 
entering China strips himself of kb notleunlity | he shaves 
bis bcatl, and adopts the Chinese costume, and conforms in 
all re^ipocb to the Chinese mode of lifa Hb first tw'o yearn 
are spent either at one of the princiiKd mission staticus or at 
some out station, in close attendance on an old and ex- 
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pericnced Father^ under wli(>se care her syst^jraiiticallj studies 
the Urngunge aud manners of the people to whose service ho 
ba3 devoted his life. He is also trained In the working of 
tlie mission, and as soon ns he is a proficient in the ianguagep 
is appointed to a permanent post, under general orders from 
the bisliop of the district to which he has been sent from 
Paris. 

It can earily be imagiiicd that a mission nmnberiiig its 
converts by tens of thousandand carrying its labours over 
fiuch a vast extent of country as Western China and Eastern 
Thibet, must be a wgll-oiganised institution, systeniatically 
admiDistered, 

Taking advantage of tlie division of all the ptovinoes into 
districts, each district is worked by the mission with more or 
less activitYj, as the disposition of the people will allow. The 
Apostolic Bishop resident at Chung Cliing exercises a metro¬ 
politan nntlioritj over four other libhops^ who reside at 
Chen-tu and Swi^foo, in Sz^hnao, Ynnnan-foo in Yunnan^ and 
in Kwei-ciiow, and Bishop Chnuveau at Ta-tsian-loou llie 
latter has charge of the mission stations of Eastern Thibet 
estahllshed at Bathangj^ Ti'oogin, and Tz-coo^ on the western 
banks of the LantsJin-kiang I was informed that there were 
in ISS8, 300 French missionaries^ besides native priests and 
catechists, engaged in the missions w^orkiiig in the above pro- 
viaccs* llie imy of a missioirary varies from 100 taels 
iMir meusern—the salary of a bishop—to 20 tack, the scanty 
stipend of the aimple Fathers, Out qf tlia they provide them¬ 
selves with eveiything. At smaU out^stationa, of course, the 
people give inany prescnls of fond, hut even then the pay is 
BO trifling, compared with the salaries di-aw^a hj Protestant 
missionaries, that one can only wonder how these French 
missionaries manage to esiat, and H is only when their sdf^ 
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cltiiiying ajiJ ali^tLcmious niodfl of lift is witnessed tlint an 
adequate idea cad ba formed of rent nussiou work. 

Bjr a strict system of reports, coming fiiom every misfiioaniy 
m cLarge of a distriet through his bisiiop to tlie metropolitan 
bishop at Chung Cliing, ths nflaits of the mission are ad- 
ministcred with the regidarity of n well organised govern¬ 
ment. Eveiy station maintnina its own courier, and thus a 
strict of communication is kept up. Closely observing 

the Chinese ciiiitomH. the bishops assume tiie titlo of Ta-Jen, 
" Excellency,” and the Fatheris, aceordingto their precedence 
in themLsaion, Ta-loiv-ya, "GniatEItkr”and Low-yn, "Elder.” 

Every eonvert coming into the presence of a Father is 
obliged to bend the knee, a custom which a recent able 
Preoch writer declares he bas bimself heard tbo Christians 
complain of as unbecoming. In e,^actidg this apparently 
slavish mark of homage from their fiock the PatlieiB imitate 
tbo magistrates, and by this means, as weU as by the influence 
they naturally acquire in the direction of civil affairs among 
their converts, they very probabiy excite the jealousy and 
liatred of tho governing classes. As an illustration of this, 
I may quote the words of an oJd and expeiiericed Father: 
" We are not persecuted on religious grounds, but on political, 
because they fear our influence over the people.*’ From my 
own escpericnce of the Chinese, I must say thnt (bowevor 
repugnant to our Western ideas) the exaction of the utmost 
respect from their converts is absolutely necessary to the 
maintenance of the religious anthority of the clergy, for the 
Chinese, as yot, know no intermediate step betwceii servile 
Bubmisaioii and insolent independence; and when compared 
with thnt of any Protestant mission in the world, their sneceas 
isao wonderfiilly great, that I feel inclined to give them tho 
full credit of knowing from experienoa what is best for the 


iiao of a rioxEEB of romrERCE. [Cn. iv, 

iuterGst of their mission. As it is, the pcculiAntie^ of the 
Chinese character cause occasional difficulties^ The number 
of natives ^vho are deemed fit for the priesthood h very small 
in proportion to that of tJio converts, and tlioEO selected are 
not always disposed to be su bard bate. While I was at 
Chen-tn a grievous scandal di^iurbed Ihe minds of tlie 
Christian commimity. A native priest had been for some 
time minister mg at an out-station with complete satisfaction 
to his congregation I a French Father was sent by the Bisliop 
to assume the charge, but liis Chinese reveronoe, hacked by 
the leading converts^ resisted the intrusion, and maintained 
his ground ei armis, refusing to let the new-comer into the 
mission preinises. In this difficulty tbo Bishop appealed to 
tho Mandarin, who, however^ Gallio liko^ dedimal to interfere, 
as he held it to be a religious quarrel between two nieinbera 
of the CJiristian community j and when I left the dispute was 
still unsettled. J am not aware that sinee tho time of the 
learncnJ Lopez any Chinese prieat has hcen advan<!^ to the 
episcopate, and the present rule is decidedly to hold out no 
orpcclation of such advaucenicDt. The rea^n assigned is 
that the ineradicable propensity of every Chinaman to .sell 
any appointmont in Ids gift would certainly lead to the 
simordacal bestowal of the priesthood, In connection with 
this, I Temcmber an amusing instance of another Chinese 
characterifltic, viz., overweening self-conceit. A young eatC’ 
cbist remarked to his bishop, in a serious and reflective 
manner, "'Father, I see many French bishops and priests, niiLl 
a few Chinewis priestB ■ w*by are there not Chinese biahops ? ** 
The Bishop, lu reply, reminded Idmof the failing of Ins eonniry- 
men, aud ended by asking him if he knew any Chinese whom he 
could point out as fit for the episcopate, whereuijcm the youth 
replied, with a gesture of complete self-coufldencc,'' father. 
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1 am (it td be a bishop.*’ His conceit was punished hy tlie 
bishop calling in all the CbristiauB in the hou-se, and pre¬ 
senting him to them aS' the self-designated bishop 

The education ofthe^j'oung is a special object of care ; utall 
the principal mission stations there are separate schools for 
boys and girb. The^ys are taught to read and write ditimsc 
and Latin, besides/gepgraphy and other useful in formation, 
which tends to dj^l tlieir Chinese prejudices. Promising 
candidates for the!priesthood are usually sent to Macao and 
Hong'kong, and JsaRioiially to Rome, to receivo their pro¬ 
fessional cdi|pation. The girls are taught to read and write 
--Chiiffis'c, and are instrueted in sewing, &c. 

At Chung Ching and Chen-tu there are ’boarding-schools, 
where young girls are edneated till they are mamageahle. 
These pupils mo eagerly sought for by the converts in 
marriage, and ore reputed to moke eKCollcnt wivea. Tlie 
native Clirisliiuia, as a rule, are leniarkablo for their good 
character; their houses are distinguished by their superior 
cleanliness and order. The habit of opium smoking is only 
tolerated in those who, having been accustomed to the dnig 
before conversion, are considered unable to discontinue it 
without prejudice to their hciillh; such persons obtain a 
special dispensation, but any convert ivho is discovered to 
havo Tiewly luloptcd this peruicwxi^ ctiistoin ij? e.TConjniiJJii- 
catei 

I cannot but record how forcibly I ioapr^sed by their 
devout atteiitiou to the offices of their religion, jind this ia 
not merely superficLal, they are stuunch adhereut^ of their 
faith, but few being ever Found to apostatise even under the 
prcissuto of persecution; and having inyBcif witiies£k?d the 
beneficial effbeta of their labours, T coadude with wislitug 
tlic utmost success to the pious and labonous agents^ 



12JJ mWET*^ OP A PTOXEEIl OF COifirEnt^E, [Cir IV, 

wlioise self-deniiU has been rei^iTtled by such cstrocrdiiaiury 
results. 

Oq the Sundny evetuug about eight o'clock, Philip, who 
had asked Jcuto to speod the day wilh his oonvett friends, 
returned accompanied by sfiremi of the merchants who hwl 
visited me the day before ■ ps soon as they hnd comfbrtublv 
settled down to tbeii pipes, the subject of Insurance 
Companies was again introduced, and after I hod esplamed 
as well as I could the system on which they were a’orked in 
Europe, 1 was somewhat startled by one ipf my visitors be* 
comingr|uite enthusiastic \ he entered into a long convensation 
with his companions, which ended by their oBering to'pirSi 7 dc— 
30,000 taels* to stmt a company in Chung Ching, if I would 
only undertake it in my own name, in order to secure it 
from the depredations of the Mandarins, who they said would 
not dare to squeeze a foreigner. As a pmof of the treatment 
that the native promoters of such on rindertaking would be 
likely to expertence, they related a most Bagrant instance of 
bad faith and rapacity on the part of their locol Mandarins, 
which was now causing great indignation. Two yeara ago 
128 Christian metchanta negotiated with the local authorities 
n concesrioti of the tight to manufacture and export salt, and 
an enormous «iim wtis agreed upon as the price to he paid by 
instolmente within two years. The last instalment ha^-ing 
been paid, the Mandarins simply revoked the concession, 
retaining the monopoly which they had sold and been paid 
for [ My visitors urged my acceptance of their preposal, but 
of course to no purpose. They then departed somewhat 
chagrincil, leaving me to reflect on the anomaly of the 
existence amongst the Chinese, so eminently mercantile in 
their pursuits, of such an ohstocle to trade, as the inter- 
• £ 10 , 0 * 0 , 
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fercDce of the officials. But such is the fact; the energy of 
the Cliieeao merchant, upon which the very life of the 
empire depends, is crushed by tlie extortioa practised by 
those who should encourage it; and capital, insteml of 
circulating, is buried j banks are eminently unsafe, from the 
fact that they arc preyed upon under the most impudent 
pretexts by the thoroughly corrupt mandarins, and a mToie 
for wealth acquired by any individual, comrorts him into a 
miserable wretch, from whom the Icech-Jike eflScials extort 
money, tiU in the end, by the most abominable persecuticn, 
they kill the goose that lays the golden eggs: It must not be 
supposed that I have here drawn an exa^erated picture of 
one of the numerous evils which are retarding the progress of 
the Chinese empire. No one can live long in this country 
without observing that for the want of good government her 
vast resources remain undeveloped, and a groat aptitude for 
advancement is neutralised mimilo so complete as to bo 
utterly beyond the coutrol of the Pekin government, and it 
needs only a alight acquaintance with the Cfhinese who are 
immediately ooncerued in trading with foreign merohanta at 
the open ports, to oonviaoe the impartial observer that they 
are not only keen and succe^ul spemilatora, but just and 
liberal minded in their dealings with those who by a simihw 
line of conduct gain thoir conddeuce and respect. 

The misrule so prevalent throughout the country, cannot 
fail to alienate from the government all the sympathy of the 
people, and especially the mercantile dosses, who arc ever 
ready to evade the tajces, the bulk of which goes, not towards 
benefiting the empire, but into the packets of the governing 
class. This is the cause of aU the robeUions that shake the 
empire to its very foundation, and will continue to do so 
until the country is opened to closer intercourse with 
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the free anJ oiiliglitoaeil cmiDltics of tlie woifi; and 
force of cijniincTCCs Jemandii qiuckot mmm of cornmnuicatbu 
throogliout the ompirii. Sndv eonTOUnicatlouH bj land ami 
watet^ aiid the free e 3 £prca^icm of public opinion^ must bo 
ftecored, bd’ore the theoretically perfect flyfftom of Chlaese 
government can bo properly fulrainistored- And other 
coubtnes have iwn from a ^tato of barbaristn to hold tlioiir 
place Amongst the great nations of tlie eartbtSO will Chinn in 
her tnm aasume the station amopgst thorn for ^vh ich ahe is oip i- 
ncotly fitted by her wonderful internal wealth and resources. 

I had now boon five days in Chuog Oiiug, and felt 
ftnrfmiH to proceed westwards, so that wlien Father 
Desebaiups again visited me nest Jay^ by re^iuest of the 
Bishop, 1 signified my intention of leaving Chung Ching on 
the following Wednesday. 

In course of conversation, the good Father infomieJ me 
that he had been upw'ards of thirty years in Sz-chnan, long 
enough to see the growth of opium itiirodueed—for when as 
a young priest he first entered the provinsM, its cultivation 
Was scarcely known. This statomeiit of Father I)estlaaiiQip5% 
will fairly acconul for the compEnativn lienee of Hnc on the 
cultivation of the drug in that province, 

Afler the FaUier had taken his leave, Fan-BieO'Sen made 
his appearance, and informed me that I must come and see 
the Chinese theatre, I prooeeded to diesa myself without 
bis assistance, os ho had evidently been walking fast, and 
was out of breath ■ but he watched my toilet with a very 
critical oye j having tied my silken scarf ^mowhat carelessly^ 
he tihook his head and mode a gnttural noise, like an 
animated iloath-tattle. Just by way of caution j and on my 
readjusling the scarf signified his approval with a sharp 
shake of his heoil^ and a proLonged cough. 
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We vkitcJ several very fine Baddhint templea, eonspicuoiui 
for their ciuring, gildingp and painted Josses; connected with 
one of winch was a theatre^ kept up by voIuntaTy sruhscriptbn. 
The stage, which was decorated with a proseeuiupi gorgeous 
ivith cartiing and gilding, was built at one end of a spacious 
courtyard, about iifty yards square, round which were wooden 
galleries, also vety bantlsoniely decorated ■ in these gaUcrics 
were arranged ebatra aod tables, at which the audience, men 
and womep, sat and aipped tea, which was supplied gratia 

A large band of brass and reed instruments was stationed 
in one comet of the ^tage, and kept up a continual noise, 
that woji almost deafening 

Tlie actors, amongst whom were the females that 1 
have O’^er seen on the stage in. China^ were gorgeously 
dressed iu silk and satin embroidered vestments of great 
beauty and costliness^ and although I watched the perforta- 
ance for more than two hours, 1 did not notice any mdecont 
gestures, such as, as a nde^ dis^graco theatrical representations 
in China. S umbers of Buddhiat priests strolled round the 
buildingp acting as hosts ; and they too were superior in their 
appearance to the geneml run of their brethren. In the 
large courtyard, forming the centre of the buildings rows of 
chairs and tables were arranged^ at which in the summer 
evenings^ the audience sit and enjoy their tea 

Having spent a somewhat tiring day I was glad to get 
back to my hotel, and enjoy a little quiet, but this w$« 
denied lUOi for nuniemus visitom agatn took possesion of my 
mom^ and I was obliged to eatertam them until nearly 
midnight, when 1 got to bedp fairly knocked up, and feeling 
the effects of a severe cold. 

In the morning I was quite ill, but by the aid of chloro- 
dyne managed to take a farewell dinner with MouHoigneur 
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Dcsflechee. He had received a letter from the hisbop at 
Chen-tu, saying that the Nepaiilese EmbASsy hod been 
ordered back, and adviaed me to hold as. little mtercounse 
as posj^ible with the Amha^dor on mj arrival at the 
capital, as tlie officials were sorely mcensed against him ; but 
to obtain my passports and push on for Tliihet After 
bidding a hearty farew'^ll to this acoampllBhed gentleman, I 
retumedj and commenced pocking for a start in the 
morning, glad at last to escape from the constant labour of 
answering the numerous questions of my Chinese visitom. 

Just before I turned in, Lowke presented himself, to take 
leave of me; the old fellow shock his head, and looked very 
fionowfnh telling me to pray to the VjTgin for protection, ns 
I was going into a fearful countiy, where in all probability I 
should lose my bead j a present of 2000 chen seemed to cheer 
him, and confiding my letters, a box of speeimens, and my 
little dog Zeila, to his care for Hnnkowr, I took leave of him. 
My tiny pet and companion, Zeik, created so much attention 
and excitement on our arrival at Chung Ching, that I feared 
to take her any further, thus depriving myself of a grant 
source of amiisemeiit in her nlTectionate little ways. So 
ended my first visit to Chung Cbing, And my next stage 
wrill lend me thiough the moit fertile province of Chin^ the 
dtecrTj>tion of which 1 must reserve for llie nest chapter. 
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CHOG CHISG TO CHEiT-Ttr, 

KoteI Unilirtllft—Ttfl Fortlfleitiotia—A Famaiis lEuiijc*- 

kwwa—Do I }Qnk like ■. Devil l-^A OWflit S»lJEer—Hoktn^ Vr^y for m 
Hindonn—Ciutoiqs—Hie KdkIcps Bride—Sftle of Wh m—A n 
Awkwapil rY«dH»meut«VainELti Sfiiag-^The pAriK of Chiiu^Hapteioas 
Coota—A piomking Fois^L 

Karly in the Enoinjiig of Februnjy 19thp wo wore rouged 
by the Arrival of two for Philip and myself with eight 

coolies as carriers. These at onoe commenced a noisy wrangle 
over the adjustment of their respective loads. Though feeling 
much indisposed, and loclined to postpone my departure, 
T nmnaged, with tlio help of a strong dose of chlorodyne, to 
dress and inspect tho vehicles provided for our knil journey. 
They were flimply constructed of bamboo wicker-work, 
covered with oil-ebthp resembling nothing so much as a taiU 
liner'^fl basket of Brobdingnagian dimensionSp and just large 
enough to contain the passenger in a sitting posture* without 
an inch to spare. Each chair was carried by three men. 
Two pole^ fastened on either side, germinated in a cross-*^ 
piece ; to this, in front, a smaller pole was attached, the 
projecting ends of w^hich were grasped by two bearers, while 
one supported tho weight i>eblnd. Wo were still de]aye<l by 
the non-arrival of a money-ehanger, who was to bring 10^000 
chen for our expenses on the roajd,—^a necessary provision 
against loss on the exchange of silver When he did come, 
a new dispute broke out, the baggage coolica objecting to 
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cany Oils copper coin j aud a wordy warfare at hsi ended in 
half the dien being stowed in my chaiiv ho arrangement 
wbicb seriously curtailed tbo already scanty room, ri.nd obliged 
me to sit with my knees and dun in nncomfortuble pmadmily. 
Just as we were startingi Fatlier Desdiamps arrived^ intent 
on sedng me off, bringing kindly niossoges fiem the bishop, 
Onr mutual farewells were cut short by the coolie^ who 
hoisted my cbaiTj and, followed by tho rest of the little 
hunied me through the city at a good six-mUe^n- 
hour trot. 

AVe passed out by the western gate^ and after ntaking our 
way through the crowded suburbs, got into the open country. 
We tmirelled for some tw-enty-five miles along a road about 
six feet wide, w'dl paved with granite, and in good repair. 
At different intervals, espcdally near the villages, we passed 
under lofty stone arches, hamboindy omameUted with llie 
usual carving and gilding. Theso apparently useless con- 
Btructions resemble in their pui-po^e our ovm triumphal 
arches, and are memoriais of depurted w^orthiea An nffeo- 
tionate widow wEl often peq>C:tualc the virturaa of a deceased 
husband, or a viUage community honour ihe memoiy of a 
bBuefhetor, or head-man, by building one of the^ arebes^ 
which Hot forth, in huge gilt letters^ the names and merits 
of the deceased. All along the road I was surprised by the 
spectacle of innumerable beggare^ principally women and 
children : they seemed out- of keeping -with the otherwise 
prosperous appearance of the adjacent couiitiy on aU sides. 
The hills and" valleys alike presented a succession of lovely 
kndscapea; everywhere the pretty whitewashed farm-houses 
peeped cut from their surrouudiug fruit-trees, now white 
w ith blossonip an d the eye roved over an endless suceession of 
fields of growing ccru^ siigar-eaue^ poi>pyi oiid other crops. 
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iha forwardnciss of which, together with the delieioufi Roftness 
of the ntmosphero, miule ooe feci na if it wore Mjiy justoiul of 
Febnmcy. Many of the bw-ljing fields were flooded, pre¬ 
paratory to sowing rice j aiid the mioiatnre lakes tiius fonoed 
glistened in the sunlight. 

We passed many villuges and road-side heuses. At the 
entrance of some of the TjHages the read was roofed ovor 
with a rough straw shed, iindor the shelter of which Luckstcra 
of every kind exposed their wares for sale, while groups of 
idlers lounged about, with no apparent occupation but that 
of examining every traveller as he passed 

In the open streets and tnarkct-ploces w^ere many al /negeo 
shops, the owners of which protected thetnselyes and their 
wares fram the sun and rain by huge nmbTellas of the 
dimensions of small tents, mode of oiled paper stretched on 
ijamboo frornea, and gaudily coloured and lettered with the 
advertiBcmcnt of the shopkeeper: the^ were often m tntich 
as fifteen feet in diameter. They formed a picturesque 
feature in the busy sconct and werei, as far as my Chinese 
experience enabled me to j udge, peculiar to SzrchuMi. 

The endurance of our porters was remarkable. They 
trudged along, accompanying their work with a cheerful ciyp. 
and rested but six times during the day, halting twice for 
food at one of the many restdiouses scattered along the 
road. At these, rice, vi^tables, pork, and samshu w^ere 
procurable. At one of the rest-houses I took a meal, con¬ 
sisting of some fowl which Philip had brought from the 
hoteh supplemented by rice and cold salt ttihlmgep 1 did 
not alight from my chair, but had my rice, banded to me 
as I sat inside, Chinese dignity not allowing a great mnn to 
alight at such placca The coolies gorged thcmBelvcs so 
much that 1 felt some anxiety about their (lower to proceed ; 
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but after their tneal, and a ^mokop I Tvas? agaiu taken up, 
nnd carried along at the usual pace, irhile a number of 
■wretched-looking cooUes, in the last of scodinesa froui 
excesalve opiuni-sRioking, followed us, begging our bearers to 
allow them to carry tho chair* Onr fellows kept up a run- 
rung haggle with these poor wTetches, which ended in a bargain 
on the part of three of theui to carry my chidr for three 
miles at the rate of three chen per mile per main The 
eagerness with which the jwor creatures changed places with 
the bearers showed how terrible was their xwvertj. 

I had imagined that tlie S^-chuan bcatmen were the worst 
paid of any class in China, but, compared to them, the chair 
coolies ore mere alavea, Wc had armnged with a chair 
proprietor in Chnng Ching to provide chairs and cocliea to 
Chon-'tu, at the rate of four taels per man, including the 
chairs, and he, according to custom^ engaged the coolies at 
about two and a half tueha per head (tael = or at the 

rato of 250 chen each man per diem (about 8ci, English)* 
For this small sum these poor fellows carried me nearly sis 
hours every day, and found themselves. This eost them 
180 chen, and their daily opium cost them 50 chen more. 
Tljey are a wretched class of men, poorly clad, and wearing 
an emaciated look, that speaks very strongly of the effects of 
bard w'ork and opium. From constantly carrying the chair, 
the muscles of their backs and shoulders are so much 
developed as to resembio a deformity/while the akin in 
texture ia like tbe Lide of a ptiobydennAtoiii aniiual. It 
see nos tliat tlicy are rarely lonBdivedj liani work and opium 
generally breakiogdown tbeir conslitutione before they reach 
thirty years of age. 

About 6 F,SI. we reached tlie end of the fii^t dayV etage 
frotu Chung Ching, and stopped for the night at ao hotel iu 
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a sfnaU My baggage was srtewcd in a ycry dirty 

rooiDj the sole fumiture of which cooBiffted of two hedideoil^ 
igtipplied with straw This room, like oU the 

other gueBt-noomi^ opened directly fmm the eentie common 
hall. When aU had been safely carried in, a house cooly 
brought me a little wooden ba-^in of hot woterj with a piece 
of rag in it^ to servo as a sfjooge. AVhile pag^ssing through 
the hall, I had seen a very dirty-loo^ing Cdoly washing him¬ 
self with the rag, and neing the same basin^so I deshned 
that fresh water might be brought This, howoverj the 
waiter informed me could not be done^ as the supply of hot 
water was nearly exhausted. I was therefore, notwithstand¬ 
ing the uncomfortable thought of my dirty pitnlece^r, 
obliged to content myself with using the water in my own 
basin I and I took my wash, and felt considerably refreshed 
We then had onr dinner, and a smoke. Though feeliug 
better for the fresh air of the country, my boaes ached fear^ 
fuUy from my cramped position during the day'^s ridc^ and 1 
was gkd to throw mj^self on one of the beds, haying first had 
tho more than suspicious-looking mattre^ replaced by tny 
own bLaukels end pillow. 

About eight o'clock the cook, or man-^if-all-work of the 
hotel, jumped on a table in the hail, and made an oration to 
the coQUes“ Jjodgers, if any of you have not had enough 
to eat, speak at once; if any of you wish to take a hot hatli, 
speak * if smy of you want tea, speak now, for in half-an-hour 
the fires will he out, and you will not be able to get any¬ 
th ing+" Having delivered himself thus, he took his gtand 
behind a sort of counter in one corner, and aU the lodgers in 
* turn Tcceived from him a Luge cotton-lmed counterpone, 
cquippctl with which they retired into their roomB to amokc 
opium, the fumes of which soon filled every p-ail of tho house" 
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About ati liour after, just os we were tuniing in, tlio pn>- 
prieter pre^tited himself, accenling to the ttolversa! eustom 
at these stogc houses^ with his bill for food and lodging for 
the night For the rooin we paid 400 chen^ and for rice ^00 
clieu e^h; this indaded a cup of tea and two poached eggs, 
which, he promised, should be brought to m? early next 
jjiotning. After the proprietor had departed, the cook, or 
uion-of-ali-work, presented himself for his customaiy fee, 
whick he informed na, waa, *' whatever I cbosej' I presented 
him with 100 chon, which was really much more than he ex¬ 
pected, The fellow, however, looked at it as a cabman might 
at a shillings and asked for more. Pliilip flew in a posslou, 
and asked him what he meant j when ho very coolly replied, 

Ob, it*s only the custom^ We always ask for more than wo 
get. DonT bo angry; Fm quite satisheih for, as a rule, I 
uever get more than twenty chea from any gentleman or 
inoDilaria who occupies this room,—the ocolles never pay 
anything, bo I get as much as I can from the passongeiu^' 
Having thus enlightened ns somewhat as to the customs 
of Sz^huan liotehsi be bade us a very civil good-mght. 

Exactly at four o^clock nest morning the cook entered my 
ruoni with a basin of hot water, and ih^ rug in it, I insisted 
on having fne^sh water, which, after a deal of fuas^ ho brought 
me, saying that T seemed to be very particular. He had been 
many years in an hotch hut bad never known even a mau- 
dariti of the highest rank refuse to wash with th^ house rug. 
As soon as 1 was dressed the poached eggs and tea were 
brought in and soon diseussetL i!y chair was brought up to 
the door of the bedroom; and, having again doubled myself 
lip m it, we started on our day's journey before dajlighL . 
Siive a few^ early tmvellcmj like ourselves, there was no one 
as^tir In the village street; hut lights and the sound of 
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hatumei'B 'm Tnany of tha houses bare evideiiae to tbo iiidustry 
of tlio iuhnbiL^nifL From the top of a lull, distance 
aloag the road, we had a fine view of tho mu. rising firom 
behind a range of lofty bills to the east. As the day ware 
on w^o OFcrtook numoToas droroa of bitifalocs, shod with 
nhocM, on their way to the market at the little town of Win- 
chiii-chien. Towards the afternoon we ascended a high and 
ix'^bir nmge of hiJlsi running north-east and south'^wes't; 
their counter-slope was reiy precipitous, and cut up by deep, 
narrow doBloa, across wiuch were erected strong fortiheations 
or walls of masduiy^ with masaivo arched gateways oper the 
road. These fortified hills are celebrated in Ssf-obnan^ and 
w^ould, no doubt, present a capita] line of defence against an 
army of rebels marching from the w est r^nst Chung Ching 
and the surrounding countly. 1 saw no soldiers in charge of 
the gates in these fortifications^ which were all more or less 
dilapidated,—the Dcnnal couditiou of most public works in 
China, 

We w'ere now fairly into the heart of the provineo of 
SzK^huan, and I alreaily began to notice a alight differeace in 
the appearance of the people The countrymen were of 
middle stature^ healthy-lookhig, and robust ] but not so much 
80 as I had been led to expect They were well clad^ wdth white 
turbans of cotton in place of the skull cap, or wide-awake, 
common in the eastern provinces. The w^otrieii were fair and 
good-looking, w^earmg picc^ of cotton doth on their heails in 
tho shape of hoods, very becoming to the young women, 
ilost of the w'omon had feet of the natural dxo, about one in 
ton only having the deformed small feet so univorsal cbe- 
where. 1 sufforod much all day from thirst, tbe tea supplied 
at the resst-houses being tnoulcly^ and tho water muddy and 
strongly impregnated with ilrxompijscd vegeLibk matter. 
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&o I refreshed mymlt with utigjir-cane and oraiage^, which^ as 
well as were sold in all the villager. 

Id the surroiiDdmg hills coal was very plentiful; and we 
overtook numbers of coolies carrying it in the direction of 
li\T^n-cliin-chien, where wc arrived at o'30 p_it^ and put up for 
the night m an hotel id some degree better than our last 
nigbt'a resting-phice, 

Siiiall braders, containing cliarcoal fixes^ are much used hy 
the people in China, Nearly every house m winter has its 
little fire in the centio of the room; and many persons carry 
about with them little brass paps with perforated Uda, re¬ 
sembling the scald ini| so dear to the Tuscans, in which live 
charcoal is kept These w'anning-pans are even sometimes 
worn suspended round the wi^, under their gnmienta 
Charcoal hj tbereforOj a very necessary oiticle everywhere, 
and in thinly-wooded districts is very cjcpcnstveH In tbe 
district of Win-chin-chien it is monafactured in large quan¬ 
tities from a kind of thorn, which is planted everywLero as 
hedging. 

Continuing our journey next day, we paissed through a very 
rich country^ thickly cultivated with opium, madder, and sugar. 
Herds of veiy large black swine, straw^-sliod for the journey, 
wore being driven to and from Win-chin-chiea market, and 
large flocks of tame ducks were to bo seen feediog in the 
flooded [Middy flelds, tended by old men or boys, whoso 
cheen* voices were often heard calling back stragglers from 
their flocks, 'fhe birds seemed to be well trained, following 
their keepers like sheep. 

In tbe evening we halted at Win-tsang-chien, a small, 
walled city^ and put up at the Kung-kivaii for the night. 
Ill travelling from Chnng Ching to Chon-tn there is a marked 
improvement in the appearance of the towns ncaror to the 
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latter CApitaL The Blreeta ajne much wider, aod the walia 
and public buildioga seem to be maiutalued in slJglitJy 
better conditioiL, LcaviDg Win-tsaug-ebico, we creased a 
fine atone bridge, with a roadway aomo thirty feet wide, 
BpADniEg, with one arch, the river Tbo-king, a lea^r tribu¬ 
tary of the Yaag-ts^^ about sixty yards wide at tliiB point, 
Numbera of Biaall boats^ laden with coai^ were plying up and 
dow'n the river, some boiiud for Chung Diing, and others to 
the capital. 

In the evening we arrived at the famous Kimg-kwan, or 
Public Guest Hal I, in the town of I#oii ng^hang. This buildiag 
was originally built for the residence of a Mandarin, but had 
been purchased by the government, and converted to its 
present use. It h quite famoits in S^s^huau, conferring 
celebrity on the small town of Loung-chang, It contains 
upwatds of fifty rcoms, in two stories, aurrounding an 
immense hall, nearly IGO yards square^ covered by a highly 
omameuied root; from the centro of which hangs a largo 
brass ciiandelier^ with sockets for 100 candies. These, how¬ 
ever, are only lighted on the arrival of high official Tlio 
custodian of the establishment at first refused us admittance, 
on the pica that I was not a Mandarin, and accompanied his 
refusal Tivith an angry address to the inmates on the presump¬ 
tion of a person la my station of life dating to seek admission 
to his Kung-kw'anH His eloquence had so much mfiuence on 
the crowd of idlets that they began to boot me ; but, at this 
juncture, Philip came up^ and, alighting from his cliair, forced 
himself through the crowd—already closely packed roiind 
me; swelling with dignity, and in a loud tone of voice, he 
called out for the master, who, evidently impressed by little 
Philip's lo% demeanour, stepped forward with a how, and, in 
return received the Viceroy's passport, with an order to "read 
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thut" Mino boat, liaving cwt lib eye over it, bumeJ 
my ebair, aodp opening the tioor, me to ftliglit; anil 

as T stepped out ho knelt before me on one kuee; tben^ 
rifiingp calletl out in a loud voice," A room for Tang Tarjen/* 
Tang being my Chinese name. Tlio discomfiteil mob col¬ 
lapsed and disappeared; while tho master escorted me to 
a Toom^ wherCt again bending bis knee, he refused to rise 
until mj pardon for his mdenesa was grantetL So I gra- 
cionrfy aBsuTod him I ’would overlook his first behaviour, and 
dismissed him by a wave of the hand. 

In leaa than an honr be umbered in a capital dinner^, and 
insisted on serving me himself i indeed^ hb attentions were 
m overpowering that it was quite a relief when bed-time 
came and ho left ns. 

Next morning he again waited on me at early break fast, 
reiterating bb entreaties for forgrvenchss, bo I gave him n 
present, which reassured and comforted bim^ and with voluble 
good wbhes for our safe joumey, we started before the stars 
bad disappeared. About mid-daj we halted at a small rest- 
hon^; on entering it I saw hanging up on the wall of the 
room a sketch of a foreign Bteam-boatj which the loDdlurd 
informed me be had purchased of a travelling Chinese arii$t 
n few weeks before. There was no mistaking the picture for 
anything but a Chinese production, it was ail hull and w heels, 
with an cnormoufi chimney pouring forth a huge cloud of 
smoke. On asking the owner what the picture represented* 
he replied, " A fire-boat used by the people in the Hankow 
countrj'.” Being furtheir asked whether this was not the kind 
of boat used by foreigners, be said, " He didn't know any¬ 
thing about the Hankow people, he had never been there. 
The Hankow people nsei iire-boats, and that was all lie 
knew about it*’ 
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a crowd giitbcrctl round tqq wlaile quostjoiiin^ out 
Murlj host abjut hb picture, fuid soveral of them asked mo 
aljout the So Yang*jeii, Western foreigner, if I hod 
e^er seen any of thein^ and if it was true that they were 
yellow-haired men, looking like devils? 

Seeing that the croTvd was eomiwscd of gocMi-aatured fel¬ 
lows, I took off my spechucles and making a polite bow, asked 
“ if I looked like a deviJ ? ” For a mometit or two they 
laughed immodeTatcIy at what they thought was a capita! 
joke^ but I very soon heard one or two saying " Look at iih 
ojefll" and there was a madden silence, of which I took 
advantage to ask the proprietor for wine to enable his gui^ta 
to drink my bealtbi This at once took with my audience^ 
and more than a dozen of the older men sainted me and 
diank my health. The little hotel soon filled^ and every 
t:ible w^as token np by knots of men all Id tent on watching 
the ^ang-jem As soon as breakfast was over my chair’ivas 
brought np, and as I rose from my seat and bowed they all 
got np and simultaneously returned my bow, testifying tbo 
greatest respect. 

During the day we passed a grotesque but pretty stone 
bridge, built in the shape of a dragon^ the logs composing 
the arch thirty feet in diameter* and the roadway earrietl 
along his back, while the wings rose as parapets on cither 
Hide. In the evening we stopj^ at the walled oltj Nin- 
cbeang-foo, on the right bank of the Liu Kiang, There was 
an appearance of busy traffic about this city, numbers of 
large Chung Ching Junks were lying in the river loading 
sugar and salt, the latter article being made in large quan¬ 
tities from Bidt woUs on either bank of the river. Thb city 
abounded in laigo and liaoilsonie shops* and coal yanls wore 
very numerous. It is also a great market for ginger and 



every shop. A.t Niu-chewig-foo 'ft'e experienced grEnt 
difficulty in pasaing the chen brougiit froni Chung Chlng* 
indeed the people abiioliitely refuBOd to take them except 
at a discount of twenty-five per eenk, at which we were 
obliged to exchange all our cash, as beyond thia point the 
Chung Oiing choQ would not paaa.* 

I made a great effort tJais evening to get n hath; the land¬ 
lord of the hotel, however, expre^ssed an opinion on the re¬ 
quest which rather startled me. On being informed that 
I wkbeJ to wash my body^ he laughed at what he fancied 
was a joke; hut as I bsisted on having water, he replied 
tliat it roaJly conld not be done in my room, and aa for going 

* Sf e Appendix 1+ 
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glue, which is exported to every part of the empire. I ob¬ 
served large quantities rnade up in strips three or four feet 
long, and several inches wide* exposed for sale in nearly 
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outside where the coelies were wanliiog', of course a man of 
my could not do that; and^ taoreovei*, a gentieman 

like myself who never did any hard work ought not to re¬ 
quire washing, but if I was determined^ why then I muEt do 
it the best way I could. So there was oath mg for it hut the 
universal bribe, w^hich premuted the bath at last, much Low^- 
ev^er to the surprise of iniue host One soon gets accustomed 
to Chinese want of cloanliness, but to the traTellcr putting 
up at hotele, vermiu are an absolute tortui-e; the fake alarms 
and real attacks of the Chinaman's pet rentier w'aking Life 
a perfect misery, yet^ grange to say, lb© more respectable 
Chinese pretend to have a great hoTTor of Yormiu, and would 
not for the world admit that they mc infested by them ; but 
it is universally admitted that both high and low guffer 
equally^ the only difTcrence being that the cooly will take 
off his jacket by the road side and search for the coniniop 
enemy in the face of all men, while the Chinese gentlcmaii 
goes through the same perfonnanoe in the privacy of hk 
chamber as regularly as a Christian k supposed to say his 
prayers. 

The ne^ morning we followed the Liu Kiang for several 
miles through a verj^ fine country^ The sugar-cane was all 
han'est^, while the lusuriant crops of barley and wheat 
were in full ear. Along the roadsides the dandeliou and 
primrose bloomed as in Engknd. In ona or two villages 
that wc passed through I was surprised to see large flocks of 
Muscovy ducks, which were very tame. Towards evcniug 
we aeared the city of Tz^'-choWj the last under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Chung Ctiiug Man-darinj surrounded by a very fino 
country, composed of undulating hilk of sandstone covered 
with a auifaee soil of light clay cultivated io the highest 
pitch. 
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About a mile from tbe city 1 ali^tcd for a walk, ami just 
before entering tbe gates happeaed to take otf my speotMlea 
to wipe them, when a little girl osclaiaiea, “Yang-jeal 
Yang'jen 1 *' T-'bis immediately attracted the attention of a 
number of fioldiora and youtbful candidatca for miUta^ 
honoiir3> who were returning from tbe annual competition in 
axobery. They at once surrounded me. hooting loudly; one 
fellow, evidently tbe worse for samsbn, caugbt hold of my 
skirts and nearly pulled mo backwards; the usual crowd 
speedily assembled, and tilings began to look awkwmul A 
happy thought occuirod to me. to chaaoa an appeal to the 
sense of the ridiculous, which is strongly developed in John 
Cbinaman; so I made my persecutor a reverential bow, and, 
striking an attitude, osclaimed, with a wink to the bystanders. 

" Surely this is a great eoldicr!" 

Is’ow, be W’aa bump-backed, and very ugly, and by nomeang 
beroical, and the crowd yelled with derisive laughter. The 
hero, much abasbed. let go my dross at once, and in retreating 
tambled down, whereupon T jumped over him and got away. 
My coolica arrived on tbe instant, and took me in to my 
chair, congratulating me with boistcroufl laughter on my 
escape from “ tbe great soldier," 

Nothing is easier than to infiuenco a Chinese crowd, if 
collected by curiosity only. Tliey are fond of a joke, and are 
always readier to laugh than to come to blows, 

I had now' practised self-restrniiit among the Celestials for 
so long, that I did not on this oocaaieix betray tlie slightest 
symptom of anger. Had 1 done so, the crow'd would have 
caugbt tbe infection, and vented their wmth on luCi As it 
livaa, 1 took it all as a joke, and mode them laugh ui spite of 
themselves, aud so escapcil fuidier molestation. On such 
trifles may tbe life of a traveller in China bang, for this 
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crowd, easily iBove^d to ktigliter, Tpoiild have beoD os easily 
led on to bloodsheds 

While fit diimerp soon after our arrival at the hotel, a great 
number of the townspeople came to bcg tho foruignor;” so 
I sent out w^ord that I would ghow myself immediately after 
I had dined. The laudJord was rather nervous, and once or 
twice came ia^ begging me to huny, as his house was fall of 
people, who were sadly in the way - so,, carefully adjusting my 
spectacles, and lighting my long pipe, I loisuiely sauntered 
into the public hall, and taking a seat vacant at a tal>le 
partly occupied hy three respectable elderly men, callctl for 
wine and tobaceo. Philip then joined us, and I entered freely 
into conversation with tny neighbours, asking many questions 
about the crops, Sec. I found the old men veiy talkative, 
and our evident fHcndliuess seemed to impre^ the crowd, 
'ivhich padually melted aw'ay after Laving been gratified, or 
rather disappointed, by n close view of the Yaag-jen^ for I 
was ee tmioh like one of themselves^ that my new friends 
laugliingly told me my appearance made the people look 
foolish. I heard several say aa they departed, Tung, eyangde^ 
TsuDg-qua-de-jcD I" (He is the same os a Gunamnn.) 

Three days* journey from Tx''-chow brought us to Kicn- 
cheWj a fine walled dty on the Liu Kiang; the principal 
incident ett vras of a disagreeable character, A short 
distnneo from Tz*»’^;how we met tho advance escort of a 
military Mandarin of high rank, consisting of two mounted 
tioldiers carrying the banners of the Mandarin, on which wem 
painted in large letters hh name and rank, followed hj 
coolies carrying his baggage. There was plenty of room to 
allow of both parties passing, and my chair coolies gave them 
the inside, keeping themselves as close as possible to the 
edge of the road, which was borderc-d by a ploughed paiddy 
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fiolJ, iiewlj fiocuJod. Tlie soidiers oniemi my fellows off the 
road into the field] and on their natural Ij objecting, one of the 
soldiers, without more atlo, rode at my choir, knocking chair 
and coolicB bead orer hoeb into Uie field. Fortunately, no 
great barm was done beyond a wetting, and bespattering with 
the soft umd, about two feet deep, and in which I left my 
satin boots, wliile struggling to regain the road. But when 
wo had picked ourselves up, one of the soldiers added insult 
to the injury, uttering a volley of foul abuse. I was so in- 
fuiiated, that 1 made a spring at him to drag him from bis 
pony, but before I reached him blood gushed from my nose; 
this sobered me, and ordering the coolies to get me some 
water, I walked on, pursued by the laughter of the soldiers. 
It was fortunate that I was stopped in time from inflicting 
a richly-deserved thrashing on the ruffian, for some two hours 
afterwards we met the Mandarin himself, with a numerous 
escort; we Imlted, and aa he passed he scowled at ms fiercely, 
and ordered one of his n^ed followers te inquire who I 
was. The fellow executed the order by dragging me most 
uDccrcTaonlously from my chair, and delivering his message, 
garnished with a good sprinkling of oaths. After reading my 
passport, he merely remarked, ■' Aw 1 yang kwai-ts",” and 
walked after bis superior. 

Shortly after our encounter with this Mandarin we met 
another procession, which turned out to be that of a bride 
going to the house of her husband. First came a hand of 
music, immediately Mowed by two coolies carrying a huge 
chest of drawers, and otliem laden with four boxes of clothes; 
then came two little boys, bearing a silk^mhreideied table-’ 
doth over a bamboo, from which streamed twelve liand- 
kerchiefs; next m order came a washing tub and wooden 
buckets, then a pet deg.a oat, a duck, and a fowl, each emried 
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by a ooolie | tbed, pixjceded by a Rccond babd of muflic, oamo 
the bride’s two youngest brothers in cbairs, escorting her 
chair, which waa very gorgeous with gliding and «ilk curtains. 
Behind the bride's chair marched eight coolies, each carrying 
a beautifully embroidered silk pillow; and the rear of the pro¬ 
cession was brought up by the "go-between" by whose 
inteirention, according to custom, the marriage bad hoeu 
arranged. 

The bigoted adherence of the Chinese to "custom ” pre¬ 
vents them from altering many of the sodal laws, which they 
themselves admit to be productive of much misery. This 
applies in the greatest d^ree to the sodal regulations con¬ 
cerning marriages and burials. Both are celebrated with the 
most extravagant outlay, which, in case of the latter, often 
reduces the family of the deceased to utter beggary. TJie 
marriage, ceremonial, though ruinously costly, does not, of 
course, produce so much mischief, but the principle of niatri- 
monlol contracts maiiitaiued by custom destroys the happiness 
of hundreds of thousands, Bxcept among the labouring 
classes, husband and wife, save perhaps by stealth in some 
cases, never sec each other until the day of marriage; all is 
arranged by the go-between, or match-maker, who is usually 
a mutual friend, hut employed by the family from the heads 
of which the finst overtures proceed. Thus the parents of a 
marriageable daughter will settle upon a young bachelor, 
pcriiaps not among thoLr acquaintance, as a suitable husband 
for her; they then apply to a mutual friend of mspectable 
standing to give his servioes in the business After all par- 
ticulara as to dowry, &c,, have been explained to him, he is 
introduced to the damsel* having taken a mental Inventoiy 
of her charms and accomplishments, lie visits the parents of 
the desired husband. He tells them that So-and-so has a 
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daughter with 90 much fortiine^ jnsd suitabb a3 a wife for 
their mn i ho extols her beauty and oxcoUeaces, aocordiug to 
tho amount of riewatd he expects to obtaia if siiccessfuh If 
the &it!$L ptoposab are eutertaiueti^ be carries further messages 
between the families until matters are fully arrangeili tbo 
is'eJiliTig-day sottledp and the bridegroom's cadoaii dolirered 
to tUc bride, with her birthday^ age, and the time at which 
the marriage is to lake place, engraved on it. In tiie mean¬ 
while the go-betweeu is sumptuously eDterUuDcd by both 
families. 

’When the wedding-day arrives, w^bich is often some years 
after the betrothal^ the bride goes in grand procession to the 
bouse of ber husband, at the door of wlilch she is met by the 
mother-in-law, and other females of the house, who escort 
lier to an inner room, where the bride, still closely veilisl 
with a red silk kerchief, kneels wbilo the bridegrooTn 
advances and W Dlcomos her. He then performs bis devotions 
to the honsehoUl godsi after which they retire to drink 
tea together, and then generally for the first time do the 
future man and wife behold eaoh other's face. If the bride 
is gofid-looking, and without deformity, the go-between is 
rewarded iiandsomely by the huslnuid ' if not, he escapes as 
quickly as pos^rble, after delivering over the brido to her 
bufibarid. It often happens that the go-betweens are bribed 
to give a fake deseription of the Icuiy, which natnnilly causes 
mtich misery j for after the bride bxs once unveiled hemelf 
before her husband, ho cannot refuse to take her, even 
tbougb Eslie bo deformed. 

I Ti-aa once dining ivitti an oM militaty Mandarin, who told 
me a capital atoiy iUustrative of the rasesdity aometimcfl 
proctUeil by go-bctw'eens, 

‘‘In the city of Pekia there lived a wealthy merchant. 
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who had an only son, to whom ho purposed marking over his 
buRiness, in order that he himself might enjoy his case 
during the remainder of his life* As may be supposed, the 
son of such a wealt}iy father was regarded as a prrize by all 
fathers of marriageable daiightera^ and raaoy were' the go- 
betweeus that were sent to open negotiations j but for a long 
time none were BuecessftiL There resided in a distant part 
of the city a Mandarin^ who had retired from the service, 
iiaving been sUowed to retain the rank of his office, as an 
especial mark of tlio Emperor's favour [ he was necessarily 
obliged to keep up great state; so much so^ that he found it 
difficult to make both ends meel The old gentleman heard 
one day of the rich merdiant^s Bon^ and having an only 
daughter^ he bethought himself of marrying her to the 
youug heir, and thus replenishing his almost exhausted 
coffers. There were, however^ two great difficulties in the 
way. Firsts bis pride rebelled agninst the idea of allying 
himself to a base-born raembant; thiB Impediment, however, 
vanished before the increasing pressure of impatient cre¬ 
ditors ; but the second was not to bo so easily got rid of j hb 
daughter^ though a highly accomplished ncedlewomaUj haAl 
^10 1 ^0$^ f and it was not likely that the young merchant 
prince would take to wife a wonmn so tcrrihlv disligured. 
However, the old Mandarin took into his counsels a neigh¬ 
bour* one of the literati class, but out of office* who was 
accordingly poor, and ready for any intrigue by which money 
could be made* -without his appearing to work for ik No 
fiopner hatl thk worthy beeu placed in possession of the old 
man's confidence, thmi he declared himself ready to underbiko 
the xK)St of go-betweon, and assured his principal that the 
young meicliaut aliould soon become his son-liidaw^ 

“The old merchant was bocoining aimous that his son 
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should be married bofora assumiug the responsible position 
of head of such a large business, an J liad very nearly listened 
to the proposals of a go-between from another wealthy mer¬ 
chant, when he was favoured by a visit from the Maudarin’s 
literary friend, who condescendingly informed the old gen tie- 
man that an illustrious Jfandarln desired a marriage between 
his Only daughter and the merchant's son. 

The old merchant could not refuse such an honotir, and his 


son yfus m raptures, especially whan he heard that the young 
lady was highly aecoinpliahed. He timidly naked if she waa 
heautifnl ? to winch the go-between unhesitatingly replied 
in the aflirmative. Her feet were the smallest of the small, 
her hands were delicate, and her finger-naib} unusually long. 
Her hair was abundant, and os black as the crow's wing ; 
her eyes were glorious as the stars, and her gait as graceful 
as the waving of the liliesi Her father, though of illustrious 
descent, was not rich, and she would bring no dowry—and 
indeed, she would come to him wanting many things 
usually deemetl essential to the outfit of a bride; she had 
but few silk dresses, and she had not got a n^edU-stoiie. 
These dcfidences, however, were regarded as unimportant as 
the wealth of the young merchant oouid easily more than 
supply them. 

“ The youth and his father were delighted at the prospect 
of a maiTisge with the daughter of a Mandarin. So maftens 
were soon arranged, and an early day fixed for the marriage 
the go-between haying been vmy Landsomeiy foM by both 
parti«^ m ^ppy day arrived, and the eager bridegroom 
nneoverod the fa^ of l>is bride, wLen-horrible sight 1 -he 
beheld a fa« without a nose | Pushing the trembling girl 
away rom him. he rushed from the room and proclaimed the 
Iromble news to the assembled gueat^ who joined him in 
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Joudly abiiaing the go-between for his fomd. He calmly 
replied r ‘ Did I not tell you that the daughter of my friend 
had not a needle-atene. ATliy, then, do you accuse toe of 
deceit ?' The poor bridegroom leraombcred that he had 
been told his bride Lad ’ no needle-atone;' and retired to 
grieve over the blight which liad been cast upon his domestic 
happiness.” 

To understand the equivoque of tho go-between, it must 
be explained, that Cliinese women are very expert with the 
needle; and those who are rich enough gcnemlly possess a 
needle-stone, a little article somewhat like a lazor-atrop. 
On one side they sharpen their needle, and on the other 
there is a piece of oiled cloth, on which they grease their 
needle, to keep it from rusting, and make it work smoothly. 
This little article U considered a necessary possession by all 
ladies. The poor women, however, who do not possess them, 
rub their needles on their noses, instead of the strop; 

hence the term "needle-stone," as applied to a womnn’J 
noso. 

When once the preliminaries of a marriage have been 
settled by the go-betweens^ neither party is expected to cry 
oS: If, however, the man chooses to do so, he may, but 
forfeits the betrothal presents. When the woman’s family 
breaks oft the match, the man can bring an action and 
recover heavy damage^ 

When a widow signifies her intentiDn to many again, her 
deceased husband’s relations generally dispose of her to the 
lover who bids the most. Th« is often the cause of great 
mischief, for the widow may prefer a husband of her own 
selection, and this leads to an elopement. wUch somehow 
always results in a fight, and the favoured suitor lias both 
her relations and those of the highest bidder to contend 
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A widow has, however, one privilege j she camiDt 
bo forced to marry against her will 

Women io China have do status * they caonot give 
evidence in a court, “J>d are the absolute slaves of the men, 
The father may sell his daughter, and the husband hia wife, 
which latter transfer is executed in a somewhat curious 
manner. The deed, after reciting the circumataoces under 
w'hich she is sold, and the amouiit to be paid for her, is 
signed by the purchaser and the husband, and, by way of 
adding a seal, the husband smears the palm of his right hand 
and the sole of his right foot vidth ink, and then makes an 
imprcaaion of both on the deed, and the transfer U complete, 
in justice to the Chinese, however, I mast say tliat the prac¬ 
tice of wife-selling is not considered respectable, and it rarely 
happens but amongst the lower orders. Concubiues are per¬ 
mitted, and live in the house with the wife proper. TIte 
sons of the latter take precedence over those of the former, 
but generally all inherit in equal proportions. Concubines 
are sold without any formalities^ and are often the first sacri¬ 
fice mode by a Chinaman who has to ** reduce hia establish- 
menW" 

One day's joujmcq^ south of Chen-tu-foo we passed through 
the walled city of Kien-chow, built on the right bank of the 
Liu Kiong, the market-place of n large district nearly in the 
centre of which lies t)io capital of the province. 

Some distanco beyond this city wo met four prisonere 
tinder aentCBce of trsDiiportatiod to Tartaiy. They wore 
bright red coots, with a snaall chain wound round the waist. 
Their Leads were unshaven, and llieir hair, instead of being 
pUiUd into the queue common In China, was simply twisted 
with black cord, aod rolled round the licml in the shape of a 
turban. In company with these political offender was an 
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old man under aenteuce of death for being ooncemcxJ in a 
muider at a small village near to Kion^how, Ho was 
dresi^d in a oomplcto suit of scarlet, with u heavy chain 
round Ilia waist, and escorted by two soldiera Tho Viceroy 
had passed sentence on him, and he was being taken for 
execution to the vUlaga where ho had eDmcnitted the crime, 

A filioTt stage from Kien-chow^ brought us to the capital, 
which wc entered by the east gate after passing tlirough an 
iinmeiise extent of suburbs^ and procoefled down the leading 
tlioroughfkre of the eity. 1 was mnch struck with the spa¬ 
ciousness of tha streets, and the bandMonrte appeamneo of 
the shops^ with their large and nia 3 sivelj-gilded sign¬ 
board b, 

Wa happened to arrive during the annual exaimnatien of 
candidates for Utemry and military honours^ and the city 
was crowded wilb excited students. This alarmed both 
Pliilip mill myself Our chair-coolies^ too, not knowing wdiore 
to find the Mission-house, were afniid to ask any one leat tho 
veiy name of Chmtian should rouse the passions of the 
ppulace j so, after we Lad completely leat ourselves in the 
city, Philip suggested tliat I should remain at the corner of 
a fitfeat closely concealed in my chair, while ha went alone 
on foot in saarch of the Mission-bouse. 

We had tried several hotels, but all were full of stiideiits. 
There was iiotbmg for it, therefore, but to send off Philips 
and patiently await bis return. 

For two long, wemy houra I sat in my choir tremhliog, no 
every now and then lumds of riotous studenia paascil up 
and down tho sircct T w as quite ojoae ; for the moment 
that Philip left, all the coolies betook themselves to the 
nearest wiue-sliop, leaving me, like a bale of goods, in the 
street. A more helpless condition than that in which I now 
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found it would b& impossible to coucoive. If I should 

be discoveredj my ignoradce of tho lauguage would be sure 
to subject me to the jests of the cmwd^ if aot to violence; 
and my fears w'ere shortly much Increased by the coolies 
turning up id I much the woree for thoir vidt to the wine¬ 
shop They talked loudly among themselve. 9 , and grumbled 
at being kept so long waiting ; and as they frequently used 
the term " Yang-jen,*' an inquisitive crowd snon gathered 
rounds and a serious disturbance seemed inevitable. Luckily^ 
how'ever, Philip turned up just aa one or tw^o of the crowds 
more inquiaitivo than the rest, wero lifting tip the curtain of 
my and, wdth his usual tact, gave the cooUea dircctious 
to proceed towards the Mlssion-bouBo, and off we startedi 
followed for some distance by the crowds which gradually 
dispersed. 

After threading our way through mimeroue fftreeU, we 
again halted at a cpiiet comer, Philip now Informed me 
that tho bishop and priests liad all left Chen-tu on account 
of the eicnmination, and tho native Christiau in charge of the 
llission-house declined to receive mo or in any way to iden¬ 
tify himself with us^ os ho feared to attract attention by 
harbouring a strange foreigner who w'as not a mh^ioiiaTy. 
Philip, who had tried in vain to find a room at an hot eh was 
dreadfully alarmed^ and asked mo what wo should dOj so 1 at 
once gave orders to go to the iris^ioa-hoirse. On our arrival, 
the native Christian, named Peter, came out, begging that I 
would go away, I replied by getting out of my chair and 
walking into the house with him. The poor man was eri- 
dcntly alarmed, but dvUly ordered tea and cakes, wbieli wero 
most acceptable^ for 1 was faint with hunger and anxieErV^ 
Somewhat refreshed by my cup of tea, I informed the go^ 
Peter that I wanted a room at an hotel, or, in default of it. 
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would have to remain In the palaee, whcreuiMm lie Bent ofF a 
messengeTj whoj m less than lialf-au-bour, returned wilb the 
wckotne news that be had fomid a room for me at a largo 
hotel. On our amval wo found tbo landlord waiting to 
receive us. Ho wag very civil ; and after showing me the 
room^ ashed for my passport^ to send to the Yanjun. 

Having paid off the cbair<^Dolies^ 1 diuedL and then feeling 
quite tired out^ turned in. Nert momiiigj Mn Peter paid me 
a visit, and in course of conversation^ iufonned me that the 
Nepaulese ambassador ivas about to leave Chen-tn for Nepaul^ 
and that I had better noeompanj him„ otherwise the 
Mandarins ivonlJ not let me proceed. He then told me that 
last year the bishop's palace at Chung Ching had been 
wrecked by an eKcUed mob of candidates; and hence his fear 
of admitting me yesterday. While he wdth me a soldier 
arrived from the Yamun with my passport^ and a message^ to 
the effect that it would bo unsafe to show myself in the 
streets, owing to the number of candidates at present in the 
city. 

My chief anxiety now was to have my passport changed 
for one authorising me to proceed through Thibet to India^ 
I therefore sent Philip with my old passport to the Yamun, 
and wrote a note to the Nepiuleae amhas^sodor to the effect 
that I had just arrived, and begged to bo allowed to pay my 
reepccte to hitm 

Philip Boon ■ returned from the Yatniin with n mcffisage 
from the ALmdarin that 1 could have a passport to go through 
Yunnan^ but that tlic Viceroy declined to give me one for 
Thibet. 1 had ii33epected to meet with hindrances from the 
Mandarins, and therefore trouhled myself little about thdx 
message, well knowbg that it was simply a dodge, ns an 
Imperial pass w'oulJ be quite useless in the Mabomedan 
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part of YittitiaiL In tlie aftcmoOii two tinJer^rappera or 
apioa from the YamuiL, introduced themselves, pretending 
that they were mcrcJiatitfip and a^ked a ^reat many qnestioiiR, 
Among others, they naked how I iDtended to get thipough 
Yunnan ? as they had heard that I was to have a iKaasport 
for that countiy. I replied that I did not intend to go to 
Yunnan at all, as I could not go through rebel countiy, and 
if the Uundarins would not give me a passport for Tse-tsang 
(Thibet)* I would go on without one, and they would be 
responsible for my safety The fellows took their leave - 
and just before dusk, a message cama from the Yamun 
through Peter^ to the effect that I must write a letter to the 
authorities, upon receipt of which they would consider my 
requesL 

1 also received a note from the ambassador, saying that he 
would come and ace me in the morning | an honour that 
caused Mr, Peter to treat me with great respect And I 
leamt, for the first time, from him, that in the jia.S£pott 
procured for me by Mr, Medhurst, the consul at Hankow, 1 
wnd described as a tiudesnmn/' and that this was the 
reason that no MoudaHn would come near me. 

On the following day. His Excellency Juggnt Share, the 
Ncpaulese ambassador, amved. He was a young man of veiy 
courteous bearing, but aeemod ill, and his conveiaation soon 
show Oil me that he was not only ill in body but greatly de¬ 
pressed in fipirits. His position was aujtliibg but pleasant, 
and he confided to mo the history of his embassy on its w'ay 
an far towards Pekin. He had left Khatmaudoo nearly two 
years before, and after a long journey through Thibet, had ar¬ 
rived without encountotiDg any serious difficulties at Ta-Lsian- 
too, the border town of China. Here ho tnot his fiiat repulse \ 
a messenger from Pekin brought him an Imperial order to 
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deliver tha pre^eots sent by Jung Bab^Mioor to the Emperor 
lit tLat plaoe^ and retura to Xepaub ^ tbe mad to Pekin 
was I'endered un^fc bj the Nieu-fei rebels. Tloa tbe joiidg 
ambussador refused to do^ pleading his instructions from 
Jung BahAdoorj whicli compeUed him to deliver the presents 
in person. Tlie authorities were determined to enforce the 
EmperoT^s orders^ and Juggtit Share was equally deteniiined 
to piooeed to Pekin ^ another application aocordinglj had to 
he made to the Empemrj^ for a reply to which ho waited 
Bcverai monthsL When it came^ It waa in the form of a 
permission to him to proceed 04 far as Clien-tiL, In order to 
dispose of severfid hundred chests of opimrij, hronght for sale 
in ChinB^ and then to retnni home. He soon rooclied 
Chen-tu^ and hoped to proceed further j hut the authorities 
made this impossible. He could bire neither coolies nor 
boats, and what was worse, no one would buy his opium ^ it 
was too strong* and the people preferred the native dnig. 

At the time of my arrival^ he liad spent several moutlis at 
Chen-tn* vainly pressing bis request for leave to proceed to 
Pekin. The oSclais treated him with great di&oourt<jsy, 
hoping by this means to force him to return^ and had 
lodged him m a dirty hovel outside the city* which, as he 
said, was so filthy* that he was ashamed to ask me to visit 
him in it. 

The visit of Juggut Share, who ^ent a couple of hours 
with me, caused me to rise in the esLimatba of the 
Mandarins; and I had during the next tw^o or three days 
Bcvcrai visits from understrappers of the Yamun. I was 
informed that the Viceroy would grant me a passport for 
Thibetj but that I must wait a few days. I therefore, 
ba%upg leisure time, started to take a walk round the city^ 
first carefully disguising myself with laige apeetaeles. 
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Philip and 1 sofin found our way into one of the? main streota, 
in whicti there were a great number of drug shops, and tin 
all-pervading odour of mimk, immense quantities of which, 
and hartsboni, are brought by traders from Tliihel to Cbcn-tu, 
and arc thence exported to Chung Ching. Chen-tu-foo deserves 
to be called the Paris of China. Its shops contiun the 
richest coUectbns of works of art, which find a ready sale 
amongst the numerous Maudarins who constantly reside in 
the city, and give it an aristocratic air that I ha^'e not noticed 
anywhere else in China. The number of silk mercery 
clothiers, and hook shops is prodigious; and from the number 
of well-dressed and specteclod individuals constantly walking 
in and out of the latter, it is plain that literature is greatly 
patronised. The city, built in the centre of a large fertile 
pLain, is surrounded by very citensive suburbs, and fortified 
bv a wall nearly twenty fbot in thickness. Tlie main street, 
leading from the east to the west gate, U probably one mile 
and a half in length. All the atreeta and buUdinp have a 
modem look, greatly in contrast with other Ini^ cities that 
1 have visited. This is probably due to its having been 
rebuilt after the great fire which, during the last century, 
almost destroyed the old aty. Its public buddings, such as 
Yamuiis, temples nnd massive gateways, are in an excellent 
state of preservation, and conspicuous for their architecture 
and massivo decorationsi In the course of my walk, I 
entered a temple erected to Confudzu.*' Passing through a 
bandBome atone gateway, we found ourselves in a loigo open 
court, nearly loO feet square, paved with granite, which wos 
covered with a rank growth of slippeiy moss^ showing how 
little it is 't'isited by the followers of Confudzu, At the 
opi>ositc end, a fitgLt of stone steps, occupying the entire 
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width of ibo court, led into ti boll op&a in fronts and built 
of graDitep beautifully omameiitsd with carved 

scnoll'Work. 

The ball was compictelj empty, save ht a loiv pulpit, 
standing againat the wall at the upper end ^ on each side of 
wbicli bang two iableta, commemorating the great sage. 
The building wore a look of EJiuplo grandeur, more impoBiiig 
than the gaudy magnificence of the Buddhbt temples we 
afterwards visited. passed tbrougb a door into extensive 
gardens^ tastefully laid out with uumerous fishponds and 
grottoes. 

A solitaiy watchman, whorn we found smoking his opium 
in one of the ont-buildingSp informed mo that this temple was 
quite modem, ha^dng been erected by order of the present 
Emperor^s father; but that, cieepi at the annual ceremony 
of sacrificing to the memory of Confudzu, the temple was 
never visited. 

On Tctuming from my ramble through the city, the hotel 
cook infomied tne tbat^ ttocording to the cuistonL prevailing in 
all first-clckss Lotets, he had prepared a dimier for me at bia 
own espense, fthuplyp as he said, that the distiuguisbed 
foreigner might speak well of liim in distant countries j but 
in reality to Bqiiee 7 -e ” the stranger. 1^0 had roast pigeons^ 
stewed fowls, boiled beef, fish, and tender bamboo Eboots. 
The dinner was veiy good ; but 1 had to pay veiy dearly for 
it Before wc left 1 handed him five taels, enough to pay for 
his dinner three times over, and leave a very handsome tip * 
hut the rascal pocketed the money, and very coolly askwl mo 
for another three taels for the dmner presented by him. It w as 
no use growling. universal tyrant, was appealed 

to, and I was obliged to pay* 

These hotel cooks were the greatest pest that I met with in 

It 
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Cliiria; tlicy are leeches never to be ; they receive 

no wages^ but, on the contmrj^p pay Large Kiinis, like our 
waiters at borne, for the prmlege of preying upon unfortunata 
ttavelleE^, for whom they do uothing bat boil Tice, Yeb 
wliatever fee m given to them, they demand more, and almost 
invariably abuse yotL 

On the Bixth day after mj amval at Chen-tu^ tlie Bkhop 
retnmed to his palace j but H was not until the day after 
that 1 heard of his lordsblp^s arriya^ and the next day 
received from liim an invitation to dinner for the morrow. I 
aiLswercd the invitatioiL in person, and learned from liim that 
my pasi^port would be sent to me nest day; bo I at onco re¬ 
turned to the hotob and sent for a cooly contractor, who 
agreed to fiiniisli two chairs and nma coolies to go to 
Ta-tsiaadoo, on tlie froatiem of Thibet^ for 6S,0()0 chen. 
Higliiy elated at the prospect of an early sfartj in the even¬ 
ing I sent for a band of native runsicians, and invited my 
next door neighhour, who was a military Mandarin;, witli a 
wife and seven children, on hi-s way from Yuiman to Pekin, to 
spend the evening ^vith meu 

Our musieians wero supposed to be the first artifita in 
Chen-tu* and for six long houm they kept my guests and 
Plulip in raptures. One of the petfoimers was hlind, anti 
played a stringed instrument wliich gave forth really very 
eweet musics It was a species of dulcimer, shaped like a toy 
harmomcon, but, in the place of glaea, there were sots of wire 
strings, hke those of a piano, upon which the performer 
played with two small wooden hammers, covered with 
leather. Another played on a tliree-strioged fidtUo ; and a 
third on the bones ^ wliilo they sang in turn in different voices, 
—one singing base, anotber tenor, and the tJiird soprano. 

They carried with them a case of small books, each con- 
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tjuning the ’woTtla of opoia^ wliich* before comnieticuig* 
they h&ndcd to ns, and my mditaiy Wend selected ^veTal 
fnv-curfte piece^j whicL wen? played duriDg the evening. The 
Chinese pky entirely by ear; and nlthough, accottling to 
Suropcan iJeas^ithej know nothing of musiCp yet^ after their 
o'WTi fashion^, they are no mean performers. 1 bad to p^y each 
performer two taek for the evening and give them a aiipper^ 
They were in the service of the Viceroys and come to me aj9 a 
great favour. 

On the day appointed I dined vui^i the Bishop^ and had the 
honour of meeting a Bomaii Catholic Mandnriii of high rank^ 
and two French prieata We had an ejEcellent dinner, con¬ 
sisting principally of fish, as it was Fnday, and, wliat to one 
who for two montba had been living d la was a great 

treat, a bottle of raisin wineL 

At the hotel I found my passport waiting for me. and a 
message from the chief civil Mandarin, wishing mo a pleasant 
journey* 

Nothing now retnained for cm to do but pursue my route 
m quickly as possibleL The Sz-ohuau Vicemf s passport was 
addressed to the Chinese tiiinistcr resident at Idi^^ssa, the 
capital of Thibet, and ordered all Thibetan and Chinese 
officers to aid me* It further stated that on my arrival at 
Lh Assa, I was to pmsmit it to the minister* who would change 
it for one antfaorisuig me to proceed into Nepaul or Darjeeling. 

Armed with such credentials, for an hour or so I indulged 
in a dream of successfully reaching India; then I rompkted 
my packing ready for the morrow's starh glad of the prospect 
of once more being on the mo ve* 
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Qv^l departure from the hotel at Chen-lu on the morning 
of the 7th March was prooedod bj the usual wraaglmg and 
fihoutmg on the part of the chair eoolra. Threading our way 
along numerous small streets^ we left the dtj by the west 
gate. Here a delay of ten minutes OGCurred while a Custom¬ 
house officer, having examined my passport^ registered my 
name^ destiimtiozi^ date of departure^ and number of at¬ 
tendants, with the name of the contractor who had fumialied 
the coolly and the number of paekagea eompmiijg my 
baggage. Then having passed tlirongh the extensive but 
dirty and straggling Guburba^ the road led through the fertile 
plain of Ch en-tn. 

During our first halt at a rest-house a numher of the usual 
half-starved idlers eagerly bflered to relieve my heai-ers i the 
latter having agreed to hire four^ at three chen per mile, the 
chair poles were at once seized by four eager pairs of hand$. 
Tlie poor wretches were at once displaced by otheis as eagerr 
and m less than no time some fifty ooolii^ were stnigglijig 
for the coveted job, and dragging the chair about the road ; 
my coolies thereupon came to the rescue, and used their 
hamboois freely on the heads of the rivals. A general fight 
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CDSued, sticks and stones flew about, and at last the chair was 
capekod^ tho top pulled off, ^nd the occupant roUed out on 
the road. I jumped up, add began to lay abodt me John 
EuU fashion ; the sight, however, of my tall figure pTodueed 
an immediate effect on the moh "Ta-Jen^ was whiqwred 
about, and ao great was the terror pn>duoed by the discovery 
that they had, as they thought, molested a Mandami tmvelUng 
iitcoff.f that all feU on their knees begging for pardom 

The rest-house people eame forward with profuse apolegios, 
and some of the more respectable vilbgcrB caught the liog- 
leaders and tied them as captives to mj chair. Within ten 
minutes hardly a soul was to be seen j ail had fled from the 
wrath of Ta-jcn* When all was over the head man of tho 
place appeared^ and by his orders the village hlack.smitli 
repaired the chair, which had suffered considembly. 

The cooHes, also, who had received a full share of cuts and 
bruises^ had to be doctored, and w*c were delayed for two or 
three hours repairing damages i but my feelings on the wbole, 
was one of amusement at tho effect produced by my sudden 
and undignified appearance on the scene^ while it was a great 
relief to have escaped a too probable detention and exanuna- 
tiou by the authonties. 

At last we continued our Journey, The phdn presented a. 
suoOession of most luxuriant spring crops of wheats barley^ 
sugar-cane^ and opinm. The country was thickly dotted with 
small fhrtn-housas surrounded by plantations of bainl>005 and 
white pine treea^ the whole enclos^ed by low whitewashed 
mud walls, which contrasted picturesquely with the verdure 
of surrounding crops. 

It happeued to bo market day in Chen-tu* consequently the 
road was crowded with countrj' people. We met women 
astnde of ponicis smoking their long brass pipes and diivmg 
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atringa of oxea mid mules luden with vegetables^ grain, coal, 
ciiarcoal, and ooke ; and women, 

ennyiog nowly-made chairs, tableSp bucketSp and stools made 
of deal, all for the Chen-tu market. 

Towards evening we crossed a ferry on the Kin-ma 
or Golden Horse river, a ixibutaiy of the Min, which la 
winter is about forty yank wide, and navigable for small 
boats drawing act more than eighteen inches from the Yang- 
river as far as Kin-chin-ebien, a w^alJod city on its right 
bank, where we halted for the night. 

The laige gateways of this city, as of others in this district, 
were w^aUed up, with tbe exceplion of a doorway jnst' large 
enough for one man to pass tlirougk They bad been thus 
blocked up in 18G0, when a body of rebels, or^nised in tbe 
city of Swi-foo, ascended the river ilin as far as Kkting-foo, 
and threatened even the viceregal city of Chen-tu. Tho 
country people of Kiating-foo, however, rose, and defended 
their counbrj^ for aevarnl months iigairi^ the lawless banck, 
eventually dispersing tbem writbout any aid from Imperial 
troops, which* m in^imh existed only on paper. In all the 
lat^ge towns on tha main mad fmm Chen-tu, ^ far as the city 
of Yo-tzow, on the western branch of the Min river, the 
people, in order to secure themaelvcs m tha absence of troops* 
built np their dty gates. 

Fifteen miles to the west of KiD-chin-chieu we iiossod 
througli the city of Gbung-ehow, famon^ for its paper 
nmnufactorics. The rice-stinw paper manufactured here is 
unrivalled in quality as writing paper; it b ako extensively 
\ised to make spills, as it possesses all the properties of a dow 
match; when lighted it sniouldcFS, and is easily blown into a 
flama These spills are sold in bundles of fifty or more all 
over China. 
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The wlido CQuotry so fer wm well irrigated by numardiiii 
natural and artificial water-courses, wbieli turned the wheels 
of nuinbcra of cons and Enigar mills. 

"VVe halted at Chung^jhow for the niglit, and put up at an 
hotel occupied by sevora] military Mandarins and a detach¬ 
ment of loO soldiery the sole Tepreseutativi^ of an army of 
40^000 men, which^ according to Impemi orders^ was supposed 
to ha¥0 marched from Chen-tu-foo six months previous to 
suppress the Mahomedau rebellion iu Yunnan. 

The general coianianding this mythical army had never 
left Cbon-tu, hut had resided there, and, in oollusion with the 
^ iecroy of Sit’-chtian and other high officials, had drawn pay 
from the Impeiial treasury for 40,000 men at the rate of 
four taels four mace per man per mensem. 

This mighty army, the muster-roll of which had never 
exceeded 250 men, had occupied nearly six months in 
marching a distance of thirty miles, and hevd been witliout 
pay up to the time of my arrival in Chung^ohow, tlie rtsult" 
of which was that they had fdriy gutted the town, and the 
greatest distress and confusion prevailed eveiywhere. Nearly 
every shop was closed, and the city more than half empty. 
Kufliaiily and unshaven men, only recognisablo as soldiers by 
thediseolonred shreds of what had once been a red coat, roamed 
everywhere about the city like so many wolvcst some dragging 
helplc^, ecreamiiLg women along the streets by their hair, 
others loaded with broken doors and window shutters, which 
they were canying off to the hotel for firaw'ood. AltogethoTp 
the city more rEsembleti a place that being sacked by 
the enemy than a peaceful and industrious town, as it were 
under the shadow of ii viceregal court, and occupied by on 
Imperial army* 

It was with no slight anxiety that 1 found myself located 
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in the MTTie lioiifte with such a band of mffiaDS; and na soon 
ns wo were settled in a room I sent Philip with mj piissport 
to tho Mandarins, requesting protection from tke soldiers, who 
had entered my room and commenced puUIng my baggage 
about very inquisitively. Philip soon returned, aceompaniwl 
by an officer of Inferior Kink, w^ho ordered the soldiers to 
leave my room, and posted npa notice on the door, lo the 
eficct that any person found in the room of Ta Ingqua 
Tang Koopaa (the English merchant Tang Cooper) would 
receive lOO strokes of tho bamboo. I scarcely hoped 
that thin w'ould have any influence, but it proved most 
effectual. The soldiers were completely under the coU’- 
trol of their officers, wlio, like themselves, were without 
pay, and held authority over their men hy protectidg them 
against the oompbiuLs of the mhabitants and sharing the 
plunder. 

Beyond stealing tho best part of my dinner on its way U> 
my room from the cook-house, my military neighlKiui^ ilid not 
molest me in any way, letting me off, as the lauiUoid said, 
very cheaply. 

Some of my readers, unacquainted with Chinese mannem 
and customs, may suppose that the picture I havo dtawm of 
the state of Chung-chow is an exceptional case, but it is not 
The march of troops through any part of the Empire is 
invariably characteriacd by such scenes as I witnessed on 
this occasion^ and is a calamity from which the uu Fortunate 
people of China arc constantly suffering, varying in magni¬ 
tude aeconling to the forces of the marching nnuy^, so that 
they are scai'celj less dreaded than a foreign enemy. Properly 
adminixtercil, the militaiy' system of China would be far from 
biidj but the prevalent corruption in this, as in every bmnch 
of the Bcndce, weakens the Empire and ruins its prwpGrity. 
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I was glad next morning to Iea¥€ the uafortunate city of 
Chung-cliow, actiog on the advice of the Lindlord, who hinted 
that it would be as well to put oa much dktnnce as possible 
Ijetweea us and the soldiei^ boforcj dajlighL 

Outside the city we eroased a stone bridge of fifteen arches^ 
spanning the Tung-aan river. This bri^e ivos a fine speci¬ 
men of CliLnese skill; the roadway was at least forty feet in 
width, and each arch was over thirty feet in fipan. We had 
now CDinmeneed ascending the line of hills which bound the 
plain of Chen-tti on the west^ and the increBsing cold mndc it 
necessary to use cliarcoal-pans in our qhaiTS^ The scenery 
was lovely; liill-aides clothed with woods* alternated with 
fertile and cultivated valleys* forming one of those landscapes 
which make all visitors to Sz-chuan enthusiastic iu their pr^ee 
of its scenery* 

To the west of us loomed a high range of jnountams, their 
sides renderwl black by distance, contrasting with the while 
wreaths of clouds which hung round eoroe of their loftier 
peaks. Though scarcely fifty miles from Chen-tu and its 
environs^ clothe<l with the lu.vuriant Terdnro of spring* the 
country hereabouts seemed scarcely to have shaken off the 
gi-asp of winter, Tiie wheat and barley were hardly two 
mches abov^e ground, and beyond this point westward but 
little opium waa cultivated. 

The peasantry of this district were conspicuous for their 
fine physique* being much more robust than those of eastern 
Sz-chuau^ the women especially were fine ereatures, and 
were, like those met with en- rout^ to Chen-tn, free from the 
fashionable defoimily of Kmali feck Wo met many women 
carrying apples, pears* and walnuts to market; and nnmhers 
of men staggering along under heavy loads of pig-iron and 
iron ware* All* however, appeared well dressed and happy; 
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men* women^ and ^vea tlie cLildnea^ fmiQking tbeir long 

pipoit 

That tho meJi of thii district did not l>elie their appear¬ 
ance, wc soon experienced A party heavily laden with iron 
ware, lead, ooal, and slabs of a kind of cedar wood nsed for 
making coffins, slopped just m front of as, and threw down 
tbeir loads to rest. My coolies peremptorily ordered theDi 
out of the way, but they took no notice, whereupon tny 
fellows commenced to burl all kinds of abu^ at them, and 
soon both sides were yelling at each other at tho very top of 
tbeir voices. My coolies attempted to force a passage, and 
in doing so gave one of the countTyrnen a push, who returned 
it with a shove, and this was tho aignal for a regular Bct-to. 
Sticks, stones, bamboos, and splinters flew aliout, and at it 
went both sides like perfect devils. My clmir-poles were 
pulled out and broken, and in the mUSG I was again iipti^et, 
and obliged to get out of the chair, receiving in doing ao a 
severe blow on the leg. My august presence seemed to throw 
a wet blanket on the fun, and both alde-s drew my cooliea 
baviug bad decidedly the worst of it, much to the delight of 
the countrymen, who shouldered their goods, and passed on, 
leaving our discomfited party to bind up their wounds and 
repair damages. 

At the end of two days' journey from Chung^how, wo 
crossed tho Ya-bo river by means of a floating bridge of 
bamboos. The river was some fifty yaids wide, running 
through a broad and fertile volley, in which lies the city of 

yA*t 5 ?ow, famous for the mantifiicture of the brick tea used in 
Thibet. 

At Die gates of the city the customs^ officials, a number of 
whom kept the strictest watch, ordered m to step and c^pen 
our baggage for mspection. On prwluctiop. of my passport^ 
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however^ an officer stepped forward^ find making u profound 
how^ mfortded me that my anival bad l>een loog expected* 
as the Ticoroy liad sent orders that the Englidi merchant 
was not to he ^objected to the Custom-house regaktions. 
The oflSciab were most pohto, and sent a soUUer to eopduet 
me to nil hoteh where a room was r^dy for my reception* 

The city of Ya-tzow is tbo last Urge city of importance in 
tbe west of CSilna, Besides the celebrity of its tea manufac¬ 
tories, it is fdscj fiimoiis ns a great military stronghold, being 
weR fortified, and oontainlog, for a Ghiueso city a huge gar¬ 
rison of regular troopa 

During the ivam which ended in the anaeioition of the 
eastern kingdom of Thibet to the province of Ss-chuan, 
Ya-t 20 vv was tiio head-quarters and basis of all ndlitafy 
operations, and has ever since been the great military depot 
of Western duno. 

The district of Ya-tzow is extremely rich in nvinerak. 
Coal, iron, lead^ and copper are veiy abundant ■ and It is 
principally from this district that S2-chuan is supplied with 
metala, e^cially ^el and copper. 

But the greatest source of wealth to the city and aur- 
rounding district is the brick tea, which gives employment 
to thousands engaged m the nmnufacture and portage of tea 
from Ya-tssow to Ta-tsiau-loo. Tim tree from which this 
peculiar kind of tea is luauufactnred grows chiefly along the 
banks of the Ya-ho, and, unlike that wbieh produces the tea 
exported to Europe, is a tall tree, often fifteen feet high, with 
a large aud coarse leaf. Little care is bestowed on the culti¬ 
vation. It ia often planted along the bordeni of fidda and 
homesteads, each former gathering his small crop of tea, and 
finding a ready sale for it in Ya-tzow to merchants who pay 
tlio government enoimons suma for the monopoly. 
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I nev^er had an opportunity of witnessing th^ process by 
which the tea b into the exceedingly hnxd bricks 

which find their way to Thibet ’ and so great is the jealousy 
with which the moDopoly is guarded, that even bribes failed 
to procure penuiBsion to enter the warehouses where the tea 
Ls packed for exportation, I am indebted to the landlord of 
the hotel where I lodged during both my visiU, for the fol¬ 
lowing imperfect dc^criptiom The first quality U gathered 
in June and July^ or shortly after the comihenccTnent of the 
summer raina in the end of May^ when the leaf is about axi 
inch long. Wlien gathorcdi it is spread in the sun till 
slightly withered^ and then roUed with the hand until moist 
from the exudatien of the sap. In tins state it is robed into 
l)alb about the size of a krgo tea-cup, and laid up tin it 
ferments. It is tlien ready for the wooden brick-monids, 
which ore made with the ends movable, and fastened by 
pegs. The moulds, when filled^ are dried over charcoal fires 
until the tea k baked into a tough solid ma^. Wlien taken 
from the moulds, the bricks ni^ ready for deliveiy to the 
merchants of Ya-tzow, By them the bricks ore enveloped 
in peculiar yellow paper covers, bearing a govorntnont stamp 
iuid the trade-mark of the exporter, and are packed in 
baskets four feet long, made of thin strips of bamboo, Tlie 
bricks thus packed fotm what is called a basket of tea, 
weighing about twenty pounds. These baskets are carried 
by coolies to Ta-taian-loo, n distance of two hundred mile^, 
where they are carefully covered with green hide, as a pro¬ 
tection against wet, and are then ready for exportation to 
Lhfi^, and the countries to the west of it, where this par¬ 
ticular kind of brick tea is principally oonsiimed, selling for 
about fifteen taels per basket, or four shillingB and eightpencr 
per pound. 
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riiG aecoad quality, wbicL oousista of tho older and yellower 
leaves, is maaufaetured in the Bamo manner, and e3qwrted 
principally to LitLaiig and Batliang, where it is sold at five 
taels per basket, or about one ahillmg and ri jj^ence per pound* 

A third quality is made entirely of elippmgB, without the 
leaf, and resembles bricks of chopped twigs. The nmniifac- 
tune of this kind differs from the olhers, rice-water being 
used to make the twigs adhere and retain the brick form. 
This quality m only used in Ta-tsian-loo and its immediate 
neighbourhood, selling for ninepence per pound. 

The quantity of brick tea annually exported from Ta-tzi^w 
to Thibet bas been roughly estimated at over six million 
pounds. 

We Tcinained only One night at Ta-tzow^ continuing our 
journey next day through a mountainous countryp The road 
in places was very bad, being little more than a path about 
two feet wide, out along the sides of almost peipcndicular 
hills three or four hundred feet high, rising from the bank of 
the Ya-ho river. The country was exceedingly W'ild, and 
covered with a rank vegetation, while parasitic plants, and 
fems growing in the forks of trees, betokened a damp climatOp 
Where practicablci the hill-sides were cultivated in terrass^ 
and in the valleys extensive tracts of rice-stubble were 
flooded two or three inches deep, preparatoTy to being 
ploughed for another crop- 2^unlbe^s of tho white-cfi^ed 
paddy birds were busily engaged in feeding on the numerous 
small fry whicli find their way into the fields from the 
streams which feed the artificial water-courses. It was 
amusing to watch the metho<Ucal dexterity with which these 
graceful little birds secured their prey. They would first 
nio mpidly up tho field between the rows of stubble, into 
which the frightened fish were thus driven; then, slowly 
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retraciDg their they etruck with their feet e^h tuft of 

atuhblo, aud^ 03 the fish darted out from their hidliig-^ptacefl:, 
they were pioked up with uiarv^ellouis c|iikkut^. 

As we opprooehed the end of our day’s sroge, 1 left my 
chair^ the cootinual Jelting of whieh^ owing to the eoDstaut 
sUppiiig of the coolies as they toiled up and down the greasy 
patlis along the hiU-sideis^ had become almost unbearable. 

At a turn of the road I met three men in charge of a pack 
of thirty-two dogs all coupled together^ and attached to a 
long leading-string held hy a man wnlting in front of them* 
They were a peculiar breeds so remarkahly uiufonn in colour 
(tan, with a block shade along the back, and black painted 
mussr.k), that they attracted my attention. The owner in¬ 
formed me tJiat he had purchased them at Ta-tdan-loo, from 
the (as the Chinese call the Thllfetan peopb)i They 

are highly priced as w^atch-dt^ in SsE-chufln, and realise high 
prioca. They are handsome hound-like dogs, standing about 
eighteen inqhea^ clcamlimbcd, and deep-chested^ shapely 
quarters ■ their ears hang, but are smalh The Man-ts^ 
use them principally as retrievers in the chase of wUd boar 
and doer. They hunt by scentx with a mui^ical cry^ and 
rarely fail to briiig the wounded quarry to bay, I gave the 
pack a "YoiokHr^ which echoed through the mountains^ 
and rciU50<l the degs to frenzy. They answer^ w ith a burst 
of melody that made my very heart tingle. There was the 
true, dear, romdcal note of the hound, which sounded in the 
mountains like fairy music; and as I again and again hal¬ 
looed to thorn, they grew so eatcit^d that the men in charge 
became alarmed, and begged me to pass on. WTieii I left 
them, their struggles grew fierce; and as I turned a comer 
of the lOad, the men were laying about them wdth their 
whipa, 
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Every day*s joumej westward now took us into wilder 
coQutryj where for miles oeither houses nor ciiltivHtioD were to 
1>e seen, the hills gradually assumed the size of moon tains, and 
tho road was dreadful; some parts were so steep that 1 Was 
obliged to walk, getting however mnnj severe falls on the 
large slippeiy stones with which the path was paved The 
coolies secured their foothold by the use of crampons or iron 
plates studded wdth spike% and fastened, when reqnimh to 
the heels and toes of their hempen saudab. Besides the hhio 
cotton jacket and drawer^ the coolies plying between Chen-tu 
and Ta-tsian-loo wear a turban of thick coarse blanketings and 
bandage their legs from the swell of the calf to the ankle 
with strips of the same, leaving the knees hare ■ this series 
as a protection from cuts and hruisesj and as a pr^^rvative 
from severe pains in the Icgs^ with which the tmvellor if un¬ 
protected in a sLmdar manner is sure to he attacked ; both 
Philip and myself suffered severely, until by the advice of 
the coolies wo adopted their method of bandaging, and felt 
no further mconvenicnce. Just before roacliing the villcLgci 
of Quaii-yin-foo, where we were to sleep, wo pasjtcd some coal 
mines. A number of shafts or adits, about three feet square, 
were driven horizontally into the face of the almost perpen¬ 
dicular hill side; 1 entered one^ and crept along it for forty 
or fifty yards through a seam of hue bright coal, renting on 
a soft slaty stratuim At the end crouched a solitary miner 
hewing the coal with Iiis pick by the light of a candle,—he 
was ns black, and proved to bn as bearish, as a pitman of our 
own black country" msenting my intrusion with a volley 
of growls, winding up with an intel%ibb demand for cben. 
Having gratified him, 1 tried to ask a few questions; bat ho 
resumed his pick, and beyond muttered growlings vouchsafed 
no further uotioe. 
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Starting at daylight from Quan-yin-foo, we at once began 
to climb the Yaag-Nin niountama^ mnping N.R and S.\V*| 
tbe firsit of tbc eferiea of groat Kmges to the wesit of 
Cheu-ta, We were obUged to walk to tha etiinmitp getting 
thoroughly wetted m soon aa we outeted the doxids, wbicli 
clung half way down the mountiim. The summit was roacbed 
at nooUp and we bTcafcfasted at a solitary rest-house. Tbe 
wxsteni slope wass perfectly dry and free from cloudy and a 
bright sun soon dried our saturated garments. Near the 
foot of the tnounlarin we overtook a party of traveUera; these 
proved to be llan-ts'" women,—a lady and two attendants^ 
wearing their remarkable costnnie, viz.j a volominons turbao 
of blue clothp and a coat-hke dress of the same reaching to 
the ankles, and confined by a yellow girdle. They weii; lair 
and good-looking, and devoid of that shyness which marks 
the Chinese womenp owing to their seclusiom The mistress 
who, with her young infant, travelled in a cbair^ was the wdfe 
of a Chinese nierebant of Ta-tsinn-loo, whither she w^as re¬ 
turning, from a pilgrimage undertaken to offer thanks for the 
birth of her first-lrom son, at tbe celebrated Buddhist brines 
of the Holy Mimutaiu, Omec Shan, near Kiating^foo. We 
travelled almost in company during the rest of the day* la 
the afternoon we met two other pilgrims, Chinamen^ pro^ 
ceeding in accompliahment of a vow to a temple some twenty- 
five miles distant They wore wliite coats and drawers, and 
travelled barefoot stopping eveiy three steps to bend their 
hejuls to the grounth They were bound thus to perform the 
journey day and night, w'ct or fine, only halting thrice a day 
to eat rice, Win-che-chieu, our next bait, is famous for ita 
manufactures of iron and brass, the adjacent country contaia- 
rng numerouis iron and copper mines worked by monopolists^ 
tbe government drawing a large revenue from mining grants. 
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Hnving trieJ Otio hotel in Wm-che-cluen, we weto 
obliged by its unuaufll wretcbcdnests to go to tmother, 
whore we found tbo prty who had passed os near 

tho town, and by them wc were warmly greeted. After 
dinner tho lady flent to ash for somo opium, which how¬ 
ever it was not in our power to supply; but, notwitli- 
staudiiig, we fltnokad our pipes together, and by means 
of one of the attondants who spoke Cbineae, had a long 
and pleasant conversation. She declared that I must 
be a Man-ta^, though at firat she had taken me for a 
tnlostonaTj, 

We wore now among the eastern spurs of the great 
snow-clad Fei-yne-ling range, and made our way alowly 
up the paths that the Chinese describe as only fit for 
hiida ^ tho road led up a ravine, down which a mountain tor¬ 
rent fell in a auccession of noisy cascades on its way to the 
Ya-ho. The sjaes of tho glen wero gay with tho white 
flowers of the large-leaved tea-tree, from which rang out the 
clear loud notes of a Bell bird, carrying my thoughts back 
far away to the hush of Australia. At a turn of the gkn 
we came to an iron Buspension bridge, constructed of double 
chains stretching thirty jarxla from rock to reck, about 120 
feet above the torrent The readway was formed of plonks 
laid on the chains without edde-rails or support of any kind, 
and as we creased over, the slnicture vibrated and swung 
beneath us so as to make the passage somewhat perilous. 
We afterwaida passed two other similar bridges, and halted 
for the night at a little village called Show’-quan, nestled just 
below the snow line, so as to commence at daylight the diffi¬ 
cult and dreaded crossing of the Fei-yne-ling, At day dawn 
we left the little cabin, fiom the roof of which hung icicles 
two feet long, and commenced the ascent. The snow by 
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ueveml deep on tlie steep sides of the inoimtaia peaks 
which 'towered above na, while down the ravines avalanches 
of thawing snow shot ivith thundering reports into the lower 
valleys. 

The track was often blocked up hj' these fallen masses of 
snow, obliging us to dig ouf way through it In other places 
the snow had been trodden down, and the previous night’s 
frost had converted it into abeeta of ioe. In sneh places we 
were obliged to tie ourselves together with long ropes, and 
scramble along, often on hands and feet. At other times we 
crept along the edge of fearful precipices, overhanging terrible 
chasms of unknown depth. 

As we were cautiously making our way over the frown 
surface of a snow hank, which some days before had slipped 
from above and lodged half wav down a small ravine, two of 
the cooliess carrying my chair, trusting too much to their 
spiked sandals, slipped, pulling the other two after them,— 
chnir and coolies made a glissade down the mvine for about 
twenty yards; fortunately one of the clvair poles stuck in the 
snow and brought the party to a stand still, not ten yards 
from the hriuk of a precipice 400 feet deep. We, who were 
up above, were obliged to crawl along on our hands and 
knees, and after getting safely over the dangHjrous part, let 
down a rope to the terrified beai'ers, who dared not stir lest 
a movement should dislodge the chair pole, which alone saved 
them from destruction, and nearly an hour passed liefore they 
were all rescued from their perilous position. At rare inter¬ 
vals we came upon alieltered nooks free from snow, where 
moss and stunted ferns and brambles grew In profurion, and 
tiny yellow primroses peeped even through the snow where 
it lay in thin {itches. After seven hours’ bctcto toil, ren¬ 
dered more difficult by the dense mist which bung over the 
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mount&in and whitened our clothes and fooes with riTUti we 
Burmoimted the summit, which to my surprise was free 
from spow, and arrivi^l at a little rcst-liouse just below it. 
and more than 12,000 feet abore the lovd of the sea. On 
nearing the house we heard a loud roar which 1 imagined 
to bo caused by an avalanche, but which the people at tho 
restr-bouse informed me was the sound of a violent wind, 
which, during ten months of the year while the snow lies on 
the eastern slope, blows on the western side, invariably com¬ 
mencing as soon as the sun reaches tho meridian, and con- 
tinning till sun-down. 

As there was not a particle of snow on the -western side, 
the descent offered no difficulties, save those caused by the 
steepness of the declivity, lake most of the great ranges 
which lie between Chen-tu and Bathang, tho Fei-yuc-hng 
mDiui tains rific by very gi-adual ascent from their eastora 
base; while the countor-filopa falls so abruptly, aa to seem 
ahuost perpcndieular. 

For 2000 feet a thick mist, hiding every object more than 
ten yards distant, enveloped us aa w'a made our way down a 
zig-zag path, cut in the bare limestone, not a rign of vegeta¬ 
tion being visible. Suddenly we came out of tho mist into 
brilliant sunlight, and the whole appearance of the mountain 
seemed changed, as if by magic ; instead of the bare and 
nigged limestone the mouutain-sido, though steep, appeared 
perfectly smooth, and was clothed with n dense growth of dwarf 
male Iminboo, presenting ibc appearance of high gms. e 
looked down upon tlie walled town of Chin-ebi-chioo, lying 
as it were at our feet in a basin-lihe plahi, suiTOunded by 
hills covered with bamboo. In tliat clear atmosphere the 
roofs of the houses appeared quite close to us, yet we occu¬ 
pied four hours in traversing the mad which we saw. like fl 
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wLito line, winding down tho moaolniii nml througb tho 
verdant plain. 

After leaving the lino of mist we weie overtaken by ti 
violent wind wliich sw'ept down the raonntain with the 
sound and force of a hundred a%Tdanche5^ rondering it diffi¬ 
cult for us to keep our feet \ indeed, during occa4onal gusts 
of unusual violence, we were obliged to crouch down until 
JU fury was somewhat abated. This was the wind which had 
been described to us by the keepers of the rcst-ho^lBe. It 
coutinued to blow till sun-«et, and w e heard it roaring out¬ 
side after wo were safely housed in an hotel at Chin^hi-chien. 
In the evening two ChristionSp residing in the towu^ paid us 
a visit ‘ and frorn them I learned that Monscigneur Chau- 
veaUp the Vicar Apostolic of Thibet, w^as veiy ilh and residing 
at a Tuissicn station oaUed Ta4iii-piu, on the banks of tho 
Ta-tow-lio, a day's journey to tho south of Chin-chi-chien. 
Next momingr theiofore, we struck off from the high road to 
Ta-tfiian-loOp and proceeded southwards to a village named 
Hi-yan-ky^ about a niile and a half from the Bishop's resi¬ 
dence. Leaving my baggage and coolies at an hotel, I pro¬ 
ceeded with Philip to Ta-lin-pin, along a broad bed of sand 
and shingle about a quarter of a mile wide, and more than 
two uiUes long, endosod on either hand by a wall of steep 
monntains, A small stream meandered through this glen^ 
which, in tlio summer rains^ is complelelj occupied by tho 
sw ollen w utera pouring themselves into the Ta-tow-ho, about 
two miles west of Hi-jan-ky, A ztg-zag path led up to 
the village of Tn-Iin-phip consisting of two furmdiousea, and 
the miBsioQ station, perched 500 or 600 feet up the moun¬ 
tain Our approach descried, and, half way, we were met 
by a young prieat, Father Careau, the Bishop's secretary. 
Immediately on our entrance dinner was served by order of 
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the Bisbopp yfho sent a kind message that he would rise and 
receive me after dinner. On our journey from Chen-tu, 
save at one or two small towns, nothing but rice and salt 
vegetables had been procurable in the way of food ; so 
that the unexpected feast of roa^t kid, potatoes, breatl and 
butter from Ta-taian-loo, wi th an abundance of c3Eoellent rice- 
wine, w^aa done justice to in a manner which elicited manj 
expressions of sympatliy from Father Carean, who kntiw by 
experience tlie hardships of our route. 

After dinner^ and a social chat over our pipe^ the Bishop 
signified his readiness to receive meH On entering bis room 
I perceived a venerable old mau, dressed in Chinese costume, 
with a long, snow-white beard. I shall never forgot him as 
long OpS I live* He was sixty years of ago, forty of which 
he had spent in China as a mi^ionarj. But long illness made 
him look even older. His countenance w^as veiy beautiful 
in its benignity; his eye, undiroincd by age and suffer¬ 
ing, lighted on me with a kindly expression; and he 
bade me welcome in Euglislip which he bad learned from hia 
mother, an English lady, with a tremulous but musical voice. 

My arrival was unexpected, Tho more so, as he had 
written a letter which I should have received in Cheu-tu 
saying that he was confined to hia bed, and advising me to 
coiitinue on to Ta-taiandoo and wait hia arrival there. How¬ 
ever, Providence, as he said, had directed me to him at Ta- 
lin-pin ; for, since writing, he hod lost the use of his legs, 
which would have prevented his joining mo in Ta-tsian-Ioo 
for some w eeks. At liis request I explained the object of my 
joumeyv namely to reach India either by LhtSjssa or Assam; 
and, further, that I w'as only a private individual travelling 
for my own pleas^iro^ and in no way connected with the 
British Government. To this ha merely tepHed that ho had 
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been miamformed on tbe aubject of my jokimey; and oi- 
plained that I could not proceed beyond Ta-tsiflii4oci for 
se vend wceks^ aa tbo road was still cloaed by the Hnovfn This 
interval he advised me to speud at Hi-yan-ky^ where hia 
people would assist me in prociniiig food Thb would, alsoj 
bo more convement for hiin, as I would not refiniro to draw 
upon bim for funds until we readied Ta-tsiandoo, where lie 
kopt the treasure belonging to the mission. 

After an hour spent in cooversation, 1 took my leave of the 
Bishop^ promising to remain at HL-yan-ky for a fow weeks, 
untd he should be ready to accompfliiy me to Ta-tsiandoo, 
and returned to the hotel not sorry at the prospect of a rest, 
as I was feding rather the w'orae for the last ten days' 
journey on short allowauee of food. 

Still, my prospects now were anything but cheering. 
Besides the certainty of an unexpected dotcnlion of at \&3st 
a month, it was evident that the ebanoe of my reaching India 
seemed very doubtful to the Bishop, who, from his long resi¬ 
dence on the bordem of Thibet, and his tbocougb knowledge 
of the Chinese and Thibetan officials, knew^ too well, the diffi¬ 
culties. HoweveTj nothing but the prospect of mj funds not 
holding out till I oouLd reach Bntish territory^ caused me any 
anxiety j and I set about making myself as comfortable as 
my circumstances would admit of. Having returned to Hi- 
yan-ky I discharged the coolies, who daimed their full fare 
to Ta-tsian4oo, a demand which, though it involved a clear 
loss of tvrenty taels, it was impossible to dispute. My firat 
day was devotal to secruriiig myself against a acaroity of food, 
and, by the evening, we reJoicCTl in a larder well stocked with 
pticasauH of the Lady Amherst species, and half a pig, 
purchased from a countrj man, beddes a present from the 
Bishop of rcniikrkahlj fine kidney potatoes^ and seme loaves 
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of briGttd, made by his own cook under the Buperin tcode»ce of 
Father CareaiL 

My next move was-to devise a culiowy ineaii5 of deliver- 
ancG from the everlasting round of greasy C?tiiie$o 
At a blacksmith^Sj next door to the hotels I succeeded m 
partly making a gridiron; while the smith sat looking at me 
in good-natured afitonishnicDt> apparently quite content for 
me to usurp his place at the anvil, so long as I gave him 
tobacco and paid him for bis Ltoil By noon the gndiron was 
Hnishcd to my entire satisfactiorL 

I bad no difficulty in rigging up a suitable fire-placSj for 
clmrcoai^ brought from Cbhi-cbi-chien^ was easily atnnnable j 
and n large iron cauldron, set on four stooes juat outside my 
door, answered all tk^ purposes of a cooking-iange^ so that in 
the evening my exertions were rewarded by tbe appearance 
of grilled pheasant, pork chopa, and boiled potatoes, ivhicrb I 
washed down with rice wino j and foTgot, for a time, that I 
was alone in the West of China, far away from Mends, sur¬ 
rounded by a people buried in tho darkest superstition^ and 
liable at any time to fall a victim to their passions or pre^ 
judicesL 

Thus I spent several daya in recruiting my strenglL 
Father Careau paidi me a visit nearly every day, which 1 
returned at Ta-lin-piu. During one of my visits tb the 
Bishop, he proposed that I should accompany Father Carean 
on an excuision into tbe Ma-kianshan tnountains, which were 
said to abound in wild boars, deer, and pheasant*, I had 
had no qiort siiico leaving Sbanghab ajad was highly plea^d 
at tho prospect of sotno deer stalking, or a chance sliot at a 
boar. So nrmngomenbi were soon made for a start on tho 
next morning. Leaving Philip iu charge of my baggage, I 
seL out alone for tho Mission-house, and aJTived In time for 
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breakfast ] and tbet 4 in company with tlie young priest^ and 
a mimbcr of mountaiiieer^ carrying bedding and provi^ioii^^ 
Htartcd for tbe moimtaina 

Our road led up the side of th& mountain abovo tko 
mission station. The ascent was very steep and dangerous^ 
and the huq shono with oppresdve heat; but three hours' 
toil landed ua on the summit^ from wliicii we obtained a 
YiQW of the Ma-kia-shan snow-capped mountains^ frowning 
down upon us from an enormous height^ and dwarfing to a 
mere hill the mountain on which we etood. 

Seeing that it would he impo^ihb for us to reach our 
intended resting-pkee for the night (in the hut of a mouu- 
taineer^ perched on the steep declivity of Ma-kin-shan^ just 
below the line of suow)^ I pniposed to halt for the night at a 
nearer hiit, visible some dktanco above ua, TJiLs preposition, 
however, seemed to inspire tbe young priest with a spirit of 
emulation ; for he good-naturedly laughed at ray fear$, and 
chaUeuged me to a race up the mountain, and with the light- 
hcartednesH of Ida countrymen started off w^ith a ineny 
ringing laugh, and soon hailed me from a great height 
above. 

It wag pkin that we could not hope to reach the fiaow-Hue 
of Ma-kia-shaii until long after dark, even if our endunmee 
held out] for myself, I had little fear^ I was in capital 
walking condition, and so far had taken it very coolly ; but I 
hfia noticed that my companioq, oq rtticLmg tlie summit of 
tbe finst nioge, looked flushed und exhausted; so much so, 
that I hod perauaded him to join me in a reviving pull at 
the fliisk. However. 1 answered his hail with a clieer, and 
settled down to mj work. la Jess than two houra 1 overtook 
him, aitiiDg down, evidently much distressed, but still full of 
pluck, and we Jogged on together for a few hundred ynnls; 
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when he agnln pulled up^ IwkiQg^ ^ Ul that 1 became 
nUrincdj and quickly adminbtered another dc«c of aJeobol 

It Tvas already lato^ and out destination was fully five 
miles offj so I begged of niy companion to retuni to the 
neaiost hut wo hnd pasfjed, a mile below ■ but lie continued 
ebstinate^ and we again pushed onwards. We hfid scarcely 
travelled another milo^ when the poor fellow, utterly ex¬ 
hausted, and perceiving loo late that w^e could not reach our 
journey's end^ thiew himself down and fainted. 

Our coolies were far ahead, and night closed on usi while 
a fierce cold wdnd, which grew in force towards sunset, 
almost froae us to death. I could not let my companion lie 
where he was, though I doubted being able to find the but 
below us in tho dark. However^ I soon decided on the 
course to pursue. I bailed tbe coolies^ and after making 
the mountOiiiis eebo with repeated ** coo-ees,*^ succeeded in 
attracting their attention. 

They understood that something was wrong and turned 
back. In tbe meantime my imfortunate companion lay 
insensible, and waa only restored to partial consciousnesa by 
a laige dose of rice-wine poured down his throat. He was 
quite unable to stand, and as the severo cold made it 
daugerous to wait for the coolies^ I hoisted him on to my 
eboulderu, and commenced a downward march, and with 
much diflSculty, and not without help from a cooly, wo at 
last arrived safe at tbe hut. This wzls only a shanty with 
a flat roof of boards, covered with mud, resting ou low stone 
ivalls buHt against the mountain^ which formed tho back 
wall. The interior was divided into three staU-Hko compart¬ 
ments, tenanted by throe niountaineem and their families^ 

Round a coal fire, kindled on an open hearth, were huddled 
men, womeiij. children, several mangy dogs, and three 
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kau pigs, bcMtica numerous Tlie poor people, wlio 

were Christians^ gave us & kindly welcome, and hastened to 
place the young priest in one of their bed places, which were 
bunks scooped out of the mountEun rock. 

I soon had the sati^ffietioii of seeing my companion fall 
into a Boand sleep i and then joined the family round the 
fire. They wero busy at their evening meal of potatoes 
roasted in the ashes, and timidly asked me to take n share; 
and I added some rice-wine from my flask, w^hich w^as a 
great treat to my poor hosts—with whom I sat smoking 
for a long time. 

Next morning, long before daylight, I w™ roused by the 
crowing of cocks^ and general stir among the live stock, im¬ 
patient to commence the day j so 1 turned out agaiD, and 
joined the family in a pipe until daylight, when the young 
priest, quite recovered from his exhaustion, joined us, Un¬ 
fortunately, our pmvirion eooly had not been amongst 
those who had returned with us to the hut; m we were ghiAl 
to share our hoat^'s breakfast of roasted potatoes and salk 
The people of the house were delighted when they knew 
that our object in visiting their mountains was to kill wild 
boars, which they pronounced to bo tbeir greatest enemios^ 
de^roying their only crops—potatoes^ and Indian com. 
Herds of these animals descend from the almost inaccessible 
heights, and, if undisturbed, destroy in one night acres of 
potatoes. The unfortunate people are therefore obliged to 
keep a constant watch over their cultivation j and the boara 
arc 30 cunning and hokh that the people consider themselves 
fortunate if one half of their crops are saved. 

• Ths dtEcicft; ruLEDc f&r tlni polmto ia Yiuig-yti, nr ** forrijjn nMtj,** iitd lu 
St-cltuiia ] w&i larDnijci:] ttial U had bN^a llltIlmluc^^l long ai4{0i, by tho fcdrcf^u 
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’Wo soon the moimtain ngiam, and by 8 a,m. reached 
the hut to vrhich tre were bouDd. The ownere of it wore 
ClinitiMs, and doD^^hted at our visits With a kindly 
thoughtfulness they had prepared breakfast^ and expressed 
great sympathy for our trouble^a on the previous night. 
After a hasty moal^ we sallied forth in quest of sporty 
accompanied by several mountaineersL 

From the summit of ila-kia-shanj we looked down ou the 
Ta-tow river, and oouid see the Jeddo sno^vy range, Ijing to 
the west of Ta-tsian-loo; everywhere around huge peaks 
towered, into tbo clouds^ their hare nnd rugged sides utterly 
destitute of vegetation, except here and there in sequestered 
valleys, where patches of coarse gross and stunted trees 
furnished tbo Co vert a for herds of wild boars. 

To one of these valleys we bent our steps ; fioni where we 
stood it appeared quite closop but it took nearly three hours to 
reach it, and then, much to our disappointment, the beaters 
failed to start even a pheasant, and wo returned to the hut 
quito tired with our morDing^B work, took dinner, and turned 
in long before: nigbtfaU; such was our day’s sport among the 
heights of Ma-kia-shan, In high disgust, wo decided on 
returning to Ta-lin-pin on tbo morrow. 

The inlmbitants of these mountmns^ though quite Chinese 
in habits, language, and costume, are not of pure Chinese 
race; iu &ct nearly the whole popuktion, west of thcFei-yue- 
ling range of mountaina, are of mixed breeds between Chinese, 
Thibetans, and Lo-lios; wkich latter are a very powerful tribe, 
inhabiting a considerable tract of coimtiy, lying to the west 
of the Ta-tow river. Though nomiimlly tributary to China, 
they have never jfet boen thoroughly subjugated, and are 
constantly engaged in predatory forays into the country lying 
between the Foi-yue-ling mountains, and the Ta-Low river. 
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Diimig time3 of pence maDj Lo-Los emigrate to tbe 
settled districts bordenDg the left bank of the river, and 
intermajiy with the people^ whom they closely reaemhle, 
even to coatmne^ language, and habits. Their houses^ are 
precisely similar^ and Buddhism is their pmfe^ed religion. 

It happened that during our visit to Ma-kla-shau a party 
of Lo-Los were out on a foraging expedition^ and bad vndted 
the hut of our Christian friends, and, strange to say, had 
loft them unmolested on learning that they wero followers of 
the new Law# which even these trihes had heard preached 
from the Ups of the brave and persevering French 
missiouarieSr 

We descended Ma-kia-shaa next day, and reached Ta-lm- 
pin, considerably disgusted with our trip, in wLich bad 
undergone so much toil without seeing so mneli as a feather. 
Philip, however, rejoiced at my early and unexpected return, 
for during my ahsence he said he had thought too much of 
home. Indeed, our sojourn at this pbeo was dull enough—a 
daily lesson in Ctiiuese, cooking, skiumng and preserving 
ornithological specimens brought in by the natives, with an 
occasional visit to Ta-lin-piiij made up the routine of our life, 
and so the time passed gradually. 

We managed to extract some amusement from an almost 
daily review of mules brought for sale. As beyond Ta-tsian- 
loo the baggngo would have to be carried by mules instead of 
porter^ the Bishop had advked me to procure them hem ; 
placards, accordingly, had been posted, advertising that a 
number of suitable beasts wore required, for which good 
prices would be given. In consequence, all the mule-owners 
for mileg round brought tboir vicious and broken^own 
animals for mj^pection, each vaunting his miserablj blemished 
or intractable brute as tbe uu^t perfect and gentlest in the 
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worJd* A crowd always gafcli&mi to enjoy the ftuip ^ on the 
nirival of ao unusually vicious mule the owner woii alw^ayi? 
C0ELi|HilIcd to mount and show his aiiLEual's paces^a proceed Log 
which iiivariahly ended hi his dboomfiturOj to the groat 
delight of the lookersnoit 

Out of more tliaii fifty I only bought ono^ a little grey 
mare, standing abont twelve handg. As. her owner aaid, she 
was of the “iron breed,” a term commonly applied to the 
mules of YmiDJiii, which p though smallp perform piodigieg in 
the way of weight-carrying and travel, 400 |>ouiids weight 
being an ordinaiy load. The " Iron Duchess,” as I named 
my purchase, did credit to her breeds for she was the only 
animal out of sis that held out dunng several months' 
Jottmey. 

I hml been living for nearly three weeks at the hotel quite 
contentedly; the people were very friendly-disposed, and 
never attempted to molest me in the least; I rambled about 
tho country alone, and often went visiting at the houses of 
many of the more respectable people. Suddenly one momlDg 
I was aroused ont of a deep sleep by the landlord, who, 
knocking furiously at my door^ shouted in a voice of great 
alarm, The soldiers are coming” Outside^ there was bean! 
loud m^dng and wading of w^omen, and a great uproar. 

Dressing hurriedly^ I armed myself with revolver and 
tomabaw^k, thinking that the house wag attacked. Philip 
soon gathered all our baggage together and placed it under 
my bed, and nailed up the doors leading from our room to 
the two adjoining ones. Somewhat amused by his notions of 
security, I laughed, and told him to am himself with my 
long hunting-knife; it was now his turn to laugh, for he 
replied, Oh, the soldiers are not coming to fight; they are 
only ihofciie fellow^j we saw at ChuiigHshow^ on the march.” 
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On going out into tho mam street of tlie village the 
■ {^nfuBiQD was cU'cadfUl } people were leaving for tlie country, 
carrying witli them all their poitable valuables^ and every 
sliop wa^ dosed. An advance guard of some balf-cloj^ red- 
coated niSSans were going round, fixing arrows with small 
tlLree-comered flags to all the hotel and wme-shop door-postsi 
The flags were numbered, and as the mnm body^ some 20ft 
strong, marched, or rather straggled, into the village, each 
company took up its quarters at the house marked with its 
number; 100 were billeted an enr hotel, which was the 
largest bouse. 

Some of the soldiers made straight for my room and burst 
open the doon On asking the foremost fellow what he 
wanted, he answered by telling me to go to a certain place, 
and ordered Philip to bring tea and tobacco; then putting 
down his baggage, lie tlirew himself full length on my lx>d, 
and asked where his pipe was, I quietly informed him that he 
could not smoke in lay room, and must leave it; he only 
replied by snatching up my pipe, and shouting at me to bring 
a light on poiij of instant punishment As I was in the act 
of crossing the room to throw him out another wretch 
knocked open the door* which swung back, striking me on 
the temple i this roused me, and as the fellow pul his face in 
I knocked him down ; it was now his comrade's turn, so taking 
him by the tlinoat, I dragged him to the door, where 1 held 
him in one hand and felled him with the other. This 
brought the rest of his companions upon me like a pack of 
howling wolves, but as I drew my revolver and covered them, 
they nocognibcd me as a Ibreigner, and diecked their advance^ 
Just then the mandarin m command rode tip on a small 
white pony, Wlien be learnt what I had done ho was 
furious, and rushed at me in a frantic manner, nearly bring- 
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ing hie fmjQ in contact with the revolver; tlie moment he 
perceived it he calmofl dowii, and requested mo to spenk to 
liim inside. I uahered him in and presented him with a 
pipe and tea, and desired him to read the Chen-tii Vioeroy'a 
pasaport. This was quite sufficient; lie called up the soldiers 
to my door, shewing them the passport, and pointing to the 
seal, on seeing which they nlJ kowtowed, bent the 
knee. 

This mandarin tamed out a very good follow; he dined 
with me in the evening, was very amusing, affected the 
languid swell to admiration, and, as Philip aaid, was a great 
poet. He got very drunk, however, anil I was very glad 
when, long after midnight, two soldiers airried him off to bed. 

Next morning, getting up rather late, I received a very polite 
note from him, wishing me m poetry farewell and a pleasant 
journey, and heg^ng my ncceptance of n packet of rare tea, 
which, as he poetically wrote, his sons of tigerg had borrowed 
from the baggage of an illustrious traveller. This packet of 
tea had positively hoen stolen from my baggage by tho 
scoundrel who bad Iain on my bed. I laughed heartily over 
the joke, and then went out to console with my landlord, 
whose house was fairly gutted. He and his family were 
praying in the midst of their min to the little household joss, 
and upbraiding him for having permitted such a calamity to 
fall upon them. Doors and window-frames bad been broken 
up for firewood ; even the partitions of many of his rooms 
bad been torn down for the same purpose. Broken cbolrs, 
tables, and creckeiy were scattered about all over the place; 
a large kitchen goiden, which the day before was full of 
vi^ctablos, was bare, and the paling surrouiitling it had been 
burnt. 

Throughout the village the same devastation prevailed. 
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wbilo the ‘HTotcbed people sat in tbo streets bewaiUog 
tbeir mbforttme. Only yesterday the place liad been a 
thriving little village, and the people happy and contented ; 
to-day all woa min and miseiy. 

The Bishop wrote word to say that he iutoDded to etart for 
Ta-t^an-loo the next momipg; I therefore packed np^ and at 
^ AM, on the Srd of April the Bishop and hia party arrived. 
We breakfasted together^ and then I once tnore turned tny 
steps westwards^ and left behind mo tbo ruined village of 
Hi*yan-ky, 


f 


JF 


CHAPTER VII, 

HI-TAK-KY TO TA-TSUN-LOO. 

CwmonuJ «r AtOttBlMBt—LoOHiin-ehoiF SuHpeiwion Bridgo—Don Ijuixato 
ill TM-ImDg—Tc* Oiman—Tliibctui Hotel—T!i» Border Towa—Vtalt 
from A LoinA—Prajor OrliuOira—Latitn Monke—Vuuuaii Li>ii«ni—PoUi- 
(KMt« or TrmueM—JlBti-U* L«ili«e—Eqmjniientii for Tliibot. 

We left tlio villa^ of Hi-^on-ky in great state. The 
Bishop’s atteudonts, incluJidg coolies and mounted foUowcis, 
numbertid uearljr forty men, and, added to my party, made 
up quite an imposing proceaaion. Hb flag-bearer led the 
■way, carrying a small tnangujar yellow siLk flag, on which 
were painted, in red letters^ tlie Bbhop’s Chinese 
• (“ Ting ”) and title. Immediately following, came the Bishop 
in his large green chair, carried by four coolies, and eight 
were pulling in fiemt by means of long ropes attached to each 
pole of the chair. Close behind came the baggage-coolics, 
each canying, besides his load, a small flag rcscinbliug that 
in front, and after them three mounted servants and Philip. 
My chair and baggage brought up the rear of the cavalcade. 
This order we preserved nearly all throughout our journey tn 
Ta-tsion-loo. 

A little difficulty occurred at starting, which was charac¬ 
teristic of the grce<l of the cooly contractor; for the journey, 
BO hir, nine coolies had sufficed ; and ns Philip now 
exchanged his chair for the saddle—riding the Imn Duchess— 
it hod been agi'eeJ that seven only would be required to 
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take myself and baggage to Ta-tsian-loo, Those the coa- 
tractor bad agreed to furnish for a sum of two taels each, 
tbough he only paid them one tael, thus clearing a hundred 
per cent, by the transaction. Kot satisfied, however^ he in¬ 
formed me that I must engage two extra bandSj and od 
receiving a refusal, insolently throw the seven taols paid him 
in advance, on the ground, telling me to find a chair and 
coolies for myself. He was, however, brought to his senses 
by entreaties on the part of the Bishop’s CLineso sccretaiy, 
forcibly supported by Philip with his whip. During the day 
he continued to complain that he had been forced against 
his will to accompany us, and at the hotel, in the evening, 
was overheard volubly discoursing on tJie bad treatment be 
had received from the “ foreign devil.’' Now, I was aware 
that, according to custom, the bearers had, on receiving a 
portion of their pay, returned to him a certain sum as gom- 
missioQ, w'bicli entitled them to the possession of the chair, 
so, ueit morning, in presence of all the people to whom lie 
had complained, I informed him that I could not think of 
forcing him to accompany,me against his will, and tlierefore 
absolved him from his eugagemeat; telling him, at the same 
time, to return me the amount advanced to him, and that I 
would settle with the coolies for their day's work. 

The fellow had not a word to soy, and, amidst the laughter 
of all, with a veiy bad grace handed back the money; there¬ 
upon 1 engaged Iho coolies, for a tael and a half each, to 
Ta-Umndoo. Both they and myself benefited by the new 
arrangement, and all parties were Ealisfied except the con¬ 
tractor, who, besides losing his profit, was ridiculed on all 
sides. 

For the first two or three days after leaving Hi-yati-ky we 

traversed a wretchedly Urten mounfiuous country, resting 
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occufflonally at smnll viUnges, and putting up at the Kung- 
kwans. The small cultiv-ated fields wore enclosed with rough 
stone walls, to protect the crops from dgokeTs, droves of 
which were froin time to time met Tidth, laden ’with coal for 
diin-chi-cliien. One little town, named Ngee-too, lay in a 
kappy valley, the fertility of which was evident in the Sou- 
nahing vegetable gardens surrounding the place, tlie bouses 
of which were of a superior description, Ngee-too, from the 
salubrity of its climate, and the fame of its vegetables and 
wine, attracts ail tlie rich people of the surrounding country, 
who rosort to it as if it were a foshiouablo watoring-place. 
At the time of our visit it preacntftl a very gay appearance. 
A great roligious ceremony had just taken place, namely, 
praying for fotgiveness of sins and deliverance froni im epi¬ 
demic which had been for some timo prcvaleuL Tlie cere¬ 
monial, which was neither Buddbist norTaeuist, but Ubng(xl 
to the true popular pelj^theistic religion of China, consisted in 
processions and litanies, while fowls had been sacrificed, and 
their blood sprintlcd on the door-posts. All the houses both 
inside arid out, were decorated with green boughs and gar¬ 
lands of wild flowera, in token that atonement had been 
made, and the seoitige of sickness removed Banda of music 
wore playing in the main streets, and the people, chiefly 
Chinese, all dreased in their holiday elothea, hunied about, 
intent on paying mutual cougratulately visits. This cere¬ 
mony is very common in tho western provinces of China, but 
1 have never, on occasions of epidemic sickness or other 
general calamity, witnessed it In the enatem. 

At the end of three days' tnareh wo put up fof the night 
at the militaiy station of Owha-liii-piu, lying at the western 
foot of a veiy high rengo of snowy mountains, at the pass 
over which our passports were demanded by a guard sta- 
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tioxiLHi at a kind of tower, willi a gatewa}^ tbrougk which tho 
road paswuL Tlio guard, however, i"oc<^iKing the Bkhop, 
wore very respectful, and caused us no delay. 

The station of Owhadln-pin is built on a spxir of the 
great range, and commands a strong po^dtiom Four rows of 
wooden houses, numbering about fifty in a constitute the 
l>aiTack& for four hundred soldiers, a detach truant of tko 
Western Frontier Army, supposed to number ra^veml hun¬ 
dred thousand, distributed along the borders from Yunnan 
up to tbo Great Wall. Nearly every' man has a family, 
and carries on some trade or calling j most of them, in 
addition, cultivating little farrns of Indian com and potatoes. 
None but soldiers and officiala are allowed to reside m the 
station^ the few' shops to he seen being all kept by the red 
coats. We found quartore in the Kung-kwan^ and I was 
amnacd to see, on my arrivalp that Philip, who was deter¬ 
mined not to be bekind-hand in doing things properly^ had 
made nic a fiagp black and white, witli my name^ ^‘Taag 
Koopcdi,^' painted on it This flag he had stuck in the door¬ 
post, Opposite to the BLshop^ia flag. FStigg similar to thc^ 
are always carried by ChlneBe men of rauk, and are regarded 
very muck as a livery or coat-of-anns in England* At some 
hotels in the more populous parts of Szechuan I have seim as 
many as a dozen different flags stuck in the door-posts, 
announcing the prcftcncc of the owutrs- 

From Owha-liii-pin a day^s march brought us to the 
city of Loo-din-chow^ faraons for its chain bridge, which spans 
the Ta-tow river. Tlim city is the last in SzH^hnam pr&per^ 
as tlistinguisbcxl from the border tcrritoiy, witkla which the 
authority of the Man-ts'* King m acknoivlcdged, and ta which 
the local name Manclua b given* Amongst its inhabit- 
anl^ (numbering, probably, eight thousand soub) there are 
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i\ groat miriil>ET of Tliibotau and Chinese half-bne^a^ the 
feniales genemllj wearing a modified Thibetan co^me, and 
greatly surpassing the Chinese women in tlieir personal 
appeanince. The dialect spoken^, a mbeture of diinese and 
Thibetan^ proved a diHiculty for Philip^ whose pure Pekin oso 
^vas in its tnm almost lininfolligiblo to the natives. The 
famous bridge Lappeuetl^ Inekiljj to bo out of repair^ and our 
vrhole cavalcade had to cross the river by the safer means of 
a lajge feitj'-boat Wliilq crossing, the Lead ferryman* w'bo 
was very commimicativop told us tlie history of the chain 
bridge of Loo-dlmL‘liow* 

Shortly before the annOJ^tion of Eastern Tliibet by tiio 
Cliinese the Pekin Government offored a reward of 3(hO(Kl 
taels to any one who could sucsceed in building a bridge over 
the Ta-tow river, which, from its sudden doods and great 
depths was a serious obstacle to regular coinmunicatbii 
between China and Thibet The swiftness of the current 
flowing Ijotw&en very high banks, rendered all eftbtts tu span 
the river by means of stone arches unsnccessfuL At lastp 
however, a blackismitb of the town bit upon the idea of a 
chain bridge, Tlie officers appointed to receive proposals 
approved of his plan j andj ttccording to Abbd HiiCp in 17^11 
the bridge w^as completed. Ita const ruction is verj^ faulty 
Nino large chains, not quite so thick as a ship s cable^ with 
a space of four feet betw^een each, are stretched over largo 
square buttresses built against each bunk, and securely built 
into masses of masonry ; the roadway is simply a flooring of 
boarcls, unsecured by any ballast or hand mi I' and the vibra¬ 
tion is so great, that at times it Ie almost impoRsiblc to keep 
one's feet. At noon ever}' day the gates leading to the bridge 
are c1os£m 1 until 4 P.M., and no person is allow^ed to cross, m 
the terrific winds sw^eeping along the gorge between the 
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mountains wliieii rise on either bank rtrider tlio pas^LTg* 
excesslvelj dan^orotii For a year or after its construc¬ 
tion it is said to have answered its ptiipose very well; but of 
late years most shocking accidents, causing great loss of life, 
have occuired through the chains breaking* 

Having Kafely crossed the Ta-tow^ wo continaed our journey 
for a few mUcs along its right bank^ and put up for the night 
at the anratl Man-t3“ village of Ta-lee^ the fiist under the 
jurisdiction of the old Mmi'ts'* King^ whose rnle^ under that 
of the Viceroy of Sx-chuan, extends from Ho-kow^ on the 
Yadojig river^ west of Ta-tsian-loO, to the right bank of the 
Ta-tow river. 

Our landtonl^ a half-breed, w^as a man of great literaj^^ and 
artistic taste. His house was fuU of Oiiuesc works of art* 
Buch as paintingH, bronsies, and old porcelain ■ while the 
garden, adjoining the bouse, was a perfect little Ctunese 
Eden : orangCj leiiioa, shaddock, and pear trees grew most 
luxuriantly ; and the water of a pondj tastefully surrounded 
with rockw^ork, glittered again with gold-fish. After 1 bad been 
shown over his house and grounds, and praised theni to hh> 
heart's centent, he ushered me into w^hat he called his guest 
chamber, fiiniished according to the Chinese ideal of luxury. 
The small tables and chairs were all of highly-poliahed 
ebony, and the walls were covered with choice specimeuB of 
Chinese pictorial art. Two tables, iu the centre of the room, 
were IcNwlcd with beautiful bronzes and china vases; but the 
great treasure of aU was a steel engraving ofHon Quixote 
received by tho Duchess" IVomen,^ which a misaionaiy had 
given him several yeaiw before. The care bestowed on the 
picture by its dilettante owner was most amusing: it was 
encased in a yellow silk cover, houTid mlh bkek, and having 
above it a scroll of tcarlet paper, on wliicli in golden Chiiaese 


t'li. DON QUIXOTE IN TSE-TgANG. 100 

ohanicteis were macribcd the qaine of the doaor and date of 
presentation^ Mine host was very nniuous to obtain n de¬ 
scription of the scene represented; so, after dinner, 1 gave 
him a sketch of the history of Don Quixote and Sancho, 
ivljicb greatly delighted him; ami long after the good Bishop 
had retired for the night my host ordered a hot supper, and 
produced some veiy delicious wine, which, ha informed me, 
was a present fiorn the Chinese minister at Lbiissa, who had 
been Ids guest on his way to Thibet. 

Neat morning, when starting, I was surprised to find a 
basket in my chair, containing wine, lemons, and a cold 
roast fowl, provided by the kindly host, who, in taking leave, 
embraced me, begging me to remember him always, and 
when I returned to my own couatiy to tldnk of Leanta- 
lowya and his little house in tlio mountains of Tse-tsang. 

Our road from the village of Ta-lec led for several miles 
along the right bank of the Ta-tow-ho, which flowed directly 
at the of the precipitous cUffis soma hundreds of fact 
below. Just before entering the goigo of Ta-tsiandoo, a 
uariow path about three feet wide, cut in the perpendicular 
side of tbo precipice, led upwards to a shoulder of the 
mounUiln, from the angle of which we looked sheer down on 
the river 600 feet below. One of my front chair-coolies 
became giddy, and fell; the chair-polo nearest the edge 
snapped, sitd the chair, with the weight of my body, hung 
suspended over the precipice. For a second or two I sal 
looking down into the fiightful depth at my feet, paralysed 
and unable u> move. The bcarem, though as much terror- 
stricken as myself, held on to the chair until somo of our 
baggogo-coolies came up and tinned the chair on to the 
ledge again. Vhou 1 got out, 1 nearly fidnted; in fact, but 
for the coolies commencing to cry and moke a great noise, I 
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believe tlmi I sbould have Iwconie ioseusible. Tbe ngoniRing 
feeUog of ,Ru,spenee, in every sense of tlic worcl^ while hanging 
over the frightful preeipbe wiis temblc ; RTi^ it was a clay or 
two before my nerves recovered the shock. 

“No sooner had wo recovered oui-selvea sufficiently to pro¬ 
ceed, than we were obliged to run far our veiy lives, for the 
noise of the mid-day hurricane was bcaixl coming up the 
valley of the Ta-tow, mid we only just succeeded in getting 
into the Ta-tsian-loo gorge as the furioua whirlwind passed 
up the Hver with a fearful roar* Notliing can excee^i the 
terrific force of these whirl winds, and woe to the unfor¬ 
tunate traveller caught by them when on the verge of the 
precipice, for he would be swept away like a feather. Many 
dreadful stories are told of the fate of unfortunate people 
wlio have been hurled into the Ta-tow river from this dan¬ 
gerous height 

At tlic entrance of the gorge wc overtook a string of nearly 
two hundred coolies carrying tea from Yn-tKOw to Ta-taian- 
loo. VTc bad already passed hundreds along the road, who 
excited onr sympathy as they tolled along with their boayy 
burthens; the party now met with, however, particularly 
arrested my attention They were carrying a large consign¬ 
ment of tea, sent as a present by the Gliinc^ Govern rnent 
to the Grand Lama at and bad been impressed for 

the service by the Mandarins, wlio, out of their ebUy wages 
of two hundred chon, p&ckete<l one lumJrcd ami fifty, Jenving 
the poor wretches barely sufficient to purchase half a mtion 
of Indian com-meal. Their aspect was pitiable in the ex- 
Ireme; each man carried on an average eight baskets of tea, 
cquAl to 160 lbs., irad mway of them enmed twelve buskete 
or 240 lbs. weiglit, TJia bajikets were pocked one above tbe 
citlior m a woodoo frame, sluog oo tlie ahonldeiH by means of 
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brostl te^atber strapft; the fniniewAfi so coiiAt meted as to curve 
over the head, causing; fully half the load to rest above the 


«1iott]dcr^ and couipelling the bearer to inarch with his lieatl 
bent forward I thua equipped and half Btoi-val they had to 
perform tlioir laborious joumey of one hundred nnd fifty 
miles, the legitimate profit of their toil not coming to them, 
but going into the pockets of the Matidarin^. 
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^Ve- hiid now Mrly cnt^r-etl iUo terriblo and glooray 
of Ta-tsian-ioo, at the head of which lies the border town of 
that name. TLia dehio Htrikcs at right angles the west or 
right bank of the Ta-tow-ho^ where it receives the w^aters of 
the Ta-tsiaa-loo rivers or rather torront^ which foami^ down 
a succession of falls throtigh the gorge. 

For twenty miles on either hand oUflBi one thousand to 
twelve hundred feet high, and approaching each other some- 
iiines wdthin twenty or thirty yards, rise perpendicularly, 
their summits capped with snow, while a cloud of mist 
overhangs the lower depths^ producing even at mid-day on 
obscure twilightp The torrent, as it leaps on its headlong 
course to the Ta-tow-ho^ washi^ in many places the narrow 
path running along its right bank with spray from numerous 
waterfalls j while huge boulders, forced from their resting- 
places high over head by tho fierce hurricaue which seems 
ever to sweep the bleak summits of the^e mountains^ ever 
and anon fill the goi^e with the noiiie of a hundred thunders 
as they crash into the angry stream helow* Many lives am 
annually lost by the faU of these tcnJcs, and we passed a con¬ 
fused heap of ruins marking the spot where a cluster of 
hcnisesp with all their inhabitants, had been overwhelmed by 
a huge fragment of clitt After traversiug ten miJcis of the 
gorge we spent the night in a kung-kwau built against the 
mountain-wall, and as the people said, rarely visited by the 
sunlight Kot leu paces from the door the torrent roared in 
all ita fuTj \ and it was impossible to get rid of the feeling 
that sia hundred feet of cliff overhung the frail building, 
re^wly at any moment to roU down its death^ealing bonldem 
Ten fuoro miles of the gorge w ere passed safely next day^ 
ami we brcatlied more freely when the mountains receded 
OD either band, and we emeifged into a more open valley, and 
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SWII, titnvet] at the town of Ta-tsiau-Iao. Wo took up our 
quartor^ at a Man-fan** Iiotcl, 'wliero rooms bod been eugogetl 
by a sorvaul of tbe Binihop^s, who had boon dispatobod in 
advance from Hi-'yaii-ky. Xho proprietor was a soldier iti 
the service of the old Mau-ts” Kingt and was absent on duty 
in the mountains. His wife, a Iiaadsome woman of thirty, 
did her Ijcst to make us comfortable, and having been told 
that a foreigner was to be her guest, bad carefully sw'ept 
out the two rooms reserved for my use, I was greatly sur¬ 
prised wLeu she observed that her rooms were very small 
aud consequently very cheap, Ibe rent for each room being 
only ten cben per dietu, incluclmg a daily supply of water. 

The house, situated iu the Chinese quarter of the town, 
was built partly aoooidiug to the Chinese fashion, with four 
square main walls; the ground door being used as a stable 
for the yaks, ponies, and nudes j above it, and reached by 
means of a flight of wooden stairs, wen? the rooms for the 
family and guests, some of them lighted by small square 
barred windows without glass, aud dosed by sbuttets on the 
inside, while others wore like ordinaiy Chinese rooms. 

During the first night of our stay we discovered that ror- 
min were unusually numerous, but the esperieuoe acquired 
since leaving Haukow had taught us to make light of this 
annoyance; and, on the whole, I was contented with the 
quartets in wdiich I saw a prospect of remaining some weeks, 
os beyond Ibis point our road was still rendered impassable 
by the snow. 

The first few days were devoted to walking about the 
town and observing the maaners and customs of the Tlii- 
betans, who fonii the majority of the inhabitants. 

Hic town itself lies in a deep valley, between the snow¬ 
capped mountains, where they commence to slope back fretii 
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the western month of the gorge. A stream mns through 
the middle^ dividing the Thil>et4m quarter oa the left hank 
from the Clibese quarter on the right Tlie height and 
ftlmiptnesfl of tlie mountjuiui on either side of the valley 
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render them naturally impregiiable fortificatiotiH; while 
htroDg Walls thrown across each end of the valley close the 
only approaches to the town. 

The Chinese quarter consists of shops occupied by Cliansi 
merchants, who trade in turquoise stones, tea, and snuff; 
'which they exchange with the Thibetans for musk Jiartshorn, 
drugs, gold, and V'arious peltrieSp such as th'e skins of lynXy 






















Cu. VIL] 


TOE BOEDER TO\m 


205 


otteiB, leopards, wolves and bears. Tkerc arc also uumbeis 
of silk shops, where GLina silks of all kinds are soUI. The 
univer^ tea shop is not wanting, and Duiuerous butchers’ 
shops, are well stocked with pork, mutton,and Yak beef; the 
tw'o latter being in great demand by the Thibetans, and 
exceedingly cheap—costing about twopence a pound. Pro- 
mlons of all kinds are plentiful and cheap, AVe found a 
large and cseelJeat white cabbage,pickled somewhat after the 
manner of Bourcrootr a pleasant change from the wretched 
Siilted vegetables of China. Many of the Chinese residents 
in thia quarter ore klahomedans, undlstinguishable, however, 
from the rest of their countrymen by their dress; they did 
not scorn to be much acquainted with the Koran, though 
rigidly observing its prohibitions of pork and wine. Their 
mosqnc, which waa situated close to uiy hotel, is the hand¬ 
somest building lu the Chinese quarter, with dome aud 
minaret after the model of those in India. It seemed well 
attended hy worshipperB, w ho were summoned to pmycr 
inomiug and evening by the loud and dissonant blowing of a 
horn, which often broke my slumbers. 

The Chinese garrison is oompoised of 250 foot, and 100 
horse, who are daily drilled outside the western wall. The 
garrison is oomniauded by a blue button Mandarin, while the 
civil authority la exercised by a Taou-tai, who alone decides 
all coses of life and death. This is the only limit to the 
Jurisdiction of the MaU'ts'' King, wboso position in relation 
to the Chinese government seems somewlmt analogous to 
that of some of the native princee in British India Tho 
present Man-t3« Kwan, as the Chinese c(Jl him, is over 
seventy years of n^, ho is the lineal heir of tho fonner 
native rulers of the country, and still exeieiscs a limited 
sovereignty over the Man-ts’* or Thibetan population of the 
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district alrewly meDtioncd, between the Yadong and Ta-tow 
riverSp and eKtending to the Lo-Lo eeimtry on the fiontb. 
He pays an annual tribute to the Yiccroy of Chen-tu, from 
taxes levied by bim for the purpose; and la i^esponsible for 
the maintenance of peace in Ids tern tor}", appointing 
magistrates who adjudicate in all but capital cases- He also 
mmntains a guard of several liundj^d soldiers, His palace, 
a largOj. rambling unadorned budding, is situated in the 
Thibetan quarter^ wbich is oamposed of the usual prisou-like 
houses intersected by narrow dirty lanes, swarming witli 
unwaabed and uncoinbed cbildreiu The Man-tsi^ populatiOTi, 
besides soldiers and tradesmen, arc woodcutters and culti¬ 
vators i and, as already said, outnumber the Chinese, who are 
evidently only an inimigrant class, engaged in business. 

At each gate of the city stands a custom-house, where 
duty is levied on every article imported or exported, and all 
commerce between China and Thibet mtist pass this cuatom- 
hoiisOp which givc^ to the town iU chief impoitanee. 

I bad been sovcrol days in Ta-tsian-loo, without hearing 
anything from the authorities ■ w'hen one morning the chief 
Lama of the Lamasery, situated outside the west gate, paid 
me a visit. He game mounted on a large white mule, wdth 
four Thibetan attendants; and on being shown into my 
mom, intTodueed himself as one of the chief slewTirds of the 
Grand Lama at Lh£ssa. Ho was quite a young man, of fair 
complexion for a Thibetaup and very tali. His courteous 
bearing was remarkable, and he at once entered into con¬ 
versation through interpreters with easy frankness; saying 
that lie hml only heard of my arrival a day or two before, 
and had taken the earliest opportunity of seeing the Palin 
(English) doctor; who, he understood, had tm^velled from a 
great distance to visit the land of Buddlia. Philip having 
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provided tea and pipes, the young Lama sat. aevcral hoiira 
with me, asking many questions, and at times, in spite of his 
perfect self-possession, betrayed an anxiety to draw from me 
some observation which wouJd give liini an opportunity to 
speak of my proposed journey through Thibet Peiceiving 
his wish to speak of my intended route, I observed that 1 
liad beard the Iaihos were averse to French missionaries 
entering their Centra] kingdom ; and added that I supposed 
it was on account of religious grounds; and was not surprised 
that a great religious country like Thibet or Tae-tsaug. as 
it is called iu the official dialect of Ghiua, should object to 
the iolroduction of a new religion. As I made thus obser¬ 
vation with apparent iudifference, he looked surprised, and 
said : “ Oh then, you are not a teacher of this new religion I 
May 1 ask tlien, what you are ?'' Simply a traveller, who, 
liaving visited many countries, desires to visit and behold 
the country of Buddha," I replied; "neither teaching 
religion, nor troubling myself about anything, hut such 
strange rights ns may be witnessed in distant and unknow n 
countries.” ‘'Wonderful!" answered tlie Lama. "Why, I 
had heard you w ere coming to open a road, by means of 
which your soldiers might come and take our country, and 
convert our people to the new faith ! Arc you not one of 
the new teachers 1 " I answered him by saying tliat I was a 
"Ta-lDg-qimjen," (Englishmna); and not a "Ta-Fa-qm jen, 
(Frenchman); whose religion was not the same as mine, I 
being a simple believer in the law of Gonfiidzu,* and quite 
indifferent to the teachiiig of new ffiitha I was not a 
teacher; but respected the religion of all countries that 1 
visited. My guest, on this, ™e frem his chair, and cnlliug 
in one cf Ins followers, spoke with him earnestly for a 
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short lime; thoo tomio^ to mo^ be said: I am very eorry 
to tell you that I have heard you are to ho am03ted^ anj 
flent bock if you attempt to outer the Central Kingdom 
beyond Batliang, as you are roproseutod to be quite a dif¬ 
ferent person from what you tell me you are. However^ 1 
would advise you to proceed on your Journey as sood as the 
roml is open, and be careful to abstain from speaking of 
religion, or identifying yourself with the foreign tcacherg, 
missionaries. He ended by asking me to return to bis 
Lamasery with him. I glad of such an opportunity; 
and liad my little mule, Iren Duchess^ saddled, and accom¬ 
panied the Lama to his Lamasery^ passing on our road 
thither nuuibera of little mounds, compc>^d of Hat pieces of 
slate, on wbieh was Msciibed the Thibetan prayer of ” Om 
mani padme huni." 
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It wan a ki^o square edifice, UuilL of rouglj stone, witli 
rows of square windows, admitting light to the numerous 
rooms or cells. In fact, the place more rescrabled a prison in 
its outward appearance than anything else. We eoteied 
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tbroiigh a lfKTg& gMd of massive wc^odworfc^ wliieli epeeed into 
a dark nrcliway^ secur^ at the forther eml b}" aimikir gatesi 
Along each side of the archway was a finFiic containing four 
wooden cylinderaj about four feet high and a foot in diameter; 
each was fixed on a central pivot, and revolved mth great 
rapidity as the Lama sot them^ one after the othcr^ in motion 
as lie passed, mutteritig a prayer^ and telling liia beads wdth 
the other hand. On each of the cylinders prayers were 
painted lo kige gold letters in the Tliiljotmi cliciracter. SiinilnT 
cylinders ore found in the entrances of all lamaseries, and 
every Lama he enters and leaves the building turns the 
cylinders and tells his beads. 

Having passed through the inner gates, we entered a laige 
square courtyard, whence we Burveycxl the four inner aides 
of the building, round which, level with the second story, ran 
a wooden covered balcony^ about which munbers of Lamas 
were walking to and fro, counting their beads, and chauntlng 
in a low^ mournful voice the ev^erlasting prayer of Omance 
peminee, which, wdth one exception in the case of my friend 
the Chief Lama, was the only way in which I ever he^cro— 
the prayer of Om maui padme hum, rendered during my 
travels in Eastern Tliibet * nor could I ever, either from the 
Lamas or people, get any other translation of it than ^glori- 
fication of the Deity/* though it is otherwise translated by 
Enropcnn scholars, ^ Oh, the jewel on the lotus 

Crossing the courtyard, the Lama led me up a flight of 
staiia into his room, which differed from Uiose occupied hy 
the other Lamas only in its furniture and superior cleauJiness^ 
The other rooms were dirty^ and contained nothing save a 
small stove in the centre of the floor, and a laige wooden 
bucket, somewhat like an attenuated chum, and containing 
the cverlaEtiug butter tea of the ThibeLins. Jly boat's rouiu, 
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bowQver, bxid Jg it several cbairB of Climeae tU£ike,rLn[] raiigcl 
the atovo was sjjread a thick wooUon cajrpet, on which I wag 
iavited to squat. Uaviog comfortably seated myself^ a youth 
attired Id X^ama robes brought lo silver cups, one of which my 
host filled with butter toa, and as an especial tuark of hospi- 
tality, broke oflF fktiri n huge pat of rnitcid butter a piece 
large as his fist, and put it into my cap, which he politely 
haoded to me; then filbng his own cup in the saiuo way, he 
invited me to drink with him. 

Good maDiiers obliged mo to driuk, and I succeeded in 
swaliowiog a mouthful of the greasy mess with well feigned 
pleasure, which my host observing, nodded his head, and 
bonding gracefully forward with a dourieh, stirred round the 
piece of butter la my cup with his little finger, and again 
pressed mo to drink, I would have given worlds to have 
been spared this second trial, but calling up all my resolution, 
I made another gulp, and hastily relighted my pipe, while my 
hospitable host sipped bis melted butter with as much gusto 
as an alderman would his full-bodied port. 

Expressing a wish to view the kmasoiy, I was libown 
over it by the Lama, and visited the chapel or temple, where 
be daily oflfered bis prayers to the Grand Lama, as ho said; 
meaning, I presume, Buddha. It was a superb little place. 
At one end a railing, richly omamented and gilded, fenced 
off intruders fiom a gilded image of Buddha, about five feet 
high, sitting in a contemplative posture, enveloped in a white 
drapery of silk gaug^ Ronnd the four walls were rows of 
niches bke pigeon-holes, about a foot square, in each of which 
was a small Buddha of solid gold, about two inches hi^^L 
There could not Jiave been less than a hundred of th®e 
imagM, and ray first impression was that they were only gilt ■ 
but the Lama pointed them out to me as gold, and several of 
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tliem which I handled wore made of the precious metal. We 
walked through sevetal corridors \nth. cells optning inix>tIiGui 
On either hand^ from which the luonotobous iroioes of the 
priests within chanting their orisons resounded. We then 
visited A Ifljge rtmni used as a refectoryj in >vliich ahout forty 
Ijamas were bu^ dovouiing tsanba and butter tea. The 
whole armngeraents of this lacnaacTyj and the religions hush 
which pervaded the building, made me feel as if transported 
back to cue of the monasteries of olden times, where the 
monks, if not belied, lived on the fat of the land. In this respect 
at least they are quite riTalled by the LamEis of Thibet, who 
alsOj as all observers have remarked, by their monastio life 
and religious observances strongly remind the Western visitor 
of the monks and ritual of Catholic ooimtries. 

Quite in keeping is the appearance of the hundreds "of 
priests, barefooted, with their clean shaven heads, wearing a 
costume consisting of a grey pettiooat-iike robe, reaching 
from the waist to the ankle, and a long shawl, worn like a 
Scotch plaid, across the chest, over the left shoulder, leaving 
the right arm and shoulder exposed From the waist hangs a 
small leathern purse, containing flint and steel, and round the 
neck they wear rosaries of corah turquoise, glass^ or wooden 
beads, which they arc constantly telling with the left hondi 
while the right is engagc<l in twirling their pmycT wheels. 
These resomble a email stouomasou's mallet, the thick part 
revolving round the handle, and are made sometimes of rilver, 
but generally of ivory or wood, beautifully inlaid with precioua 
metals and injscribcd with verses of prayers in letters of gold. 
Every time that the wheel revolves is supposed to count 
as a good action performed by the twirkr, and both priests 
and people ore everlriatingly twirling their wheels^ coimtmg 
their beads, and chaunting the prayer of Omaoee pemiuee; 
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1 tcartied froin Bishop Obauveau that beforo the Chinese 
conquest the Lamas useil to marry, but that the Chinese, 
fearing the power of the saoenJotal caste, procured an order 
from Lh^sn enforcing celibacj on »J1 Lamas. !Notwithstand¬ 
ing tills, at tlio present time, out of the population of the 
three kingdoms of Thibet, more than oue-thinJ are Lamas. 
It may be imagined, therefore, what a power the priesthood 
has over the people. In almost every family one or more of 
the sons are Lamas, from computsion. In n family of, fiavfour 
sons, the Chief Lama of the district will generally insist upon 
two Ixworalng Lamas, and at the ago of between twelve and 
fourteen the boys ai'O taken to the lamasery, where they are 
educated, and, when grown up, admitted into the priesthood. 
If the parents object to give up their sons to the priesthood, 
the threat of an anathema from the lips of the Cliief Lama or 
the Grand Lama at Lii^ssa is suHicient to overcome all 
opposition; thus the ranks of the priesthood are constantly 
recruited and their power strengthened. The population, 
owing to this, is gradually lessening, and the lay people arc tlie 
mere slaves of tlie Lamns, who live in luxurious iclleocss, for 
each lamosciy i»sscssos enormous C-Stites, as well as tlie 
revenues drawn from the Jay population in the shape of tithes 
on produw, Ijoth of cattle and grain. 

A day or two after my visit to the Lama monostety Idined 
with the Bishop, and was gbd to Icam that he had news 
from Bnthang, a Mission courier having succeeded in passing 
the snow, which ho reported as fast dimppearing in thg 
valleys, while tho avalanches were growing gradually less 
chingorous. This was good news for me, as my funds, like 
the snow, were daUy mehing away, and 1 hod yet a journey 
of 1000 miles before ma Baggage animals and interpreter, 
were to bo procured, all of which was to he done out of the 
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Biim of 41)0 taeb^ or all that now nemamed of the GOO 
taols with wliicli I had started &odi Hanko\\^. 

Tiie Bbliop, after dinner;, insisted on the necessity of my 
hiring an interpreter of some standings and traveJJJng with a 
drove of yaks as baggage animals; and estimated the oost of 
my journey to Lhdssa, as likely to amount, nt the very leasts to 
600 taela On this I reminded his Lord^liip^ that I possessed 
but 406 taels in the world, for which I pnxlticed the letter of 
cretlit given me in Shanghai. The ELsbop was still incredu¬ 
lous, nud at last told me, that although be believed I was a 
private traveller, yet up to this moment, he bad been certain 
that I roust have gold secreted nk^ut me. 1 reiterated my 
denial of tbLn, and my assitmnce that 1 bad only got 400 
taels at my command; and at tills ho manJfcstod genuine 
astonisliment, and gave up the idea of a large cam van ; ad¬ 
vising rae to pumhajie as many baggngo animals, us would I)o 
required to cany the needful foocJ and bedding, and kindly 
offering to lend me any further money I might need. 

During our conversation, I bapponed to mention that I 
bad seen numbers of lepers in Western China. WJicreiqjon 
the Bishop conimunicnted some fearful details of the preva^ 
lence of that horrible disease in Yunnan, which more than 
niiy other province in the Kmpire finffers from its ravages. 

On one ocensioD, during his early inissiomiry kboius in 
that province, ho was tmvelluig on hor&eback, and as he roiie 
leisurely along, his pony suddenly came to a standstili, and in 
spite of all his efforts, refused to proceed. At last ho grew 
impatient (the more so thoL there was a very powerful stench 
in ibo noighkmrhood), and applied his whip with such good 
effect, that the pony took the bit Ijotwecn his teeth, and 
started off full gallop. On turning a comer, a few yards off 
the Bishop was horrifiLd to bobold, near the side of the roaib 
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a Land of nearly Sfty Icpen^ who linJ cocamped there, and 
were preparing a meal A number of the poor Avretoliefl held 
up their Jingtriesi Lands, and in raoumfn] acoentfi, warned 
the bishop to keep off; a needless warning, aa hia pony, witli 
n wonderful instinct, seeincd to know the nature of the 
horrible curse that lurked in the neighbourhood. 

Very stringent measureE are enforced i^ainst lepers in this 
province, they are not allowed to enter any town, or travel 
along highways, and the poor wretches, cut off from their 
fellow cneatutE^ drag out- a painful oxistenoe as best they 
can. The Bishop told mo of several isolated villages, entirely 
inbabitfti by lepers, and to these places, all people, in towns 
and cities, attacked by leprosy, are immediately sent, lest 
contact with them should spread the fearful disease j for it is 
believed to be very contagious-^on opinion in which, by tlie 
way, the Bishop oomcided, though 1 believo it is contrary to 
that of European medical men. 


Strange to say, tbo people of Yunnan implicitly believe 
that the curse of lepmsy visited their country simultaneously 
with the advent of foreignera. This, however, can be littb 
more tlum a popular prejudice, encouraged by the officiulfi 
who never foil, in theii hati^d of foreigners, to by to theb 

chaige all the evils (and there are many) which visit the un- 
fortunate Cliiocse, 
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promised tne tliat ns soon as tlie opened, imd the 

ctjiiptiy people came iiij they i?Qti1cl exert lheni^]vc8 to 
supply my wants. In the meanwhile, 1 practised that most 
essential requisite for a traveller in China^ patience. 

Shortly after leaving Hi-yan-ky> I bad partly discarded my 
Chinese replacing tho tum-up-t*ed boots and uncom¬ 
fortable leggings, by a pair of strong lace-up ab noting boots 
and troiificra I had also allowed luy hair to grew^ but con¬ 
tinued to cultivate tho pigtail Thus, on arriving at Ta- 
tsiandoo, my costume was calculated to puzzle any person^ as 
to its uationality. 

Now as both for convenience and expodioncyj I pusposed 
to travel in Thibet dressed as an Europearip without any dis¬ 
guise, I took advantage of my triemily mtercourso with my 
Man-ta'^ hosts, to leave my rooni one mgming dressed as an 
Euglishmau] strange to say, I felt very uncomfortablo, quite 
as much so as when I first assumed the Chinese costume in 
HankoWn On presenting myself in the large room, used as 
a kitchen and genei^ room by the family and lodgers, my 
appearance, for a few tnomonts, was greeted with a blank 
stare of astonishment from those present, followed by a roar 
of laughter, as they recognised Tang Koopnb, looking very 
much ashamed of himself. There happeued to bo several 
w'omcn on a visit to my hostess, and true to the inqnisitivo- 
ness of their sex, they commeneed a most minute JnEipectiaii 
of my, to tliem, oxtmordinaiy costume. My rcugh pea* 
jacket, from its “want of skirts, w^as the canse of much merri¬ 
ment, and it was fsissed round llie company, amid many 
remarks not at all coiuplimentaTy to the Euglish notions of 
propriety \ my wideawake, howevCTr was pronounccil to he a 
very sensible and neat article j hut my nether garments wero 
referred to as decidedly comfortable, bnt quite inaclequate for 
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tbe ptirpo&c of dotliing the eittremjticB, without a, skirt of 
eome sort. Suck was the freely osiprc^iH!^ verdict of Chiaese 
and Tbibotaus, with regard to the European costume. For 
iny owd part, it was seveial days before I becaine again re* 
conciled to the clinnge, I may as well pass from myself to 
tbe dress and appearance of my Mao-ts" Diends. 

The Thibetan population of Ta-tsian-loo is composed princi¬ 
pally of half-breeds, who ate really very handsome, the females 
especially sOi The men, who are mostly tall and strongly built, 
affect the Chinese costume and pig-tail j but the women adhere 


to the very becoming dress, of a long blue coat-like garment, 
with a yellow girdle round tbe waist, and a voluminous yellow 
turban- their love of jewellery amounts to a passion, showing 
itself in tbe wearing of silver rings on every finger, and mas- 
sive gold ear-rings; their crowning glory, however, is a huge 
saucer-like plate of gold. beauUfully embossed, and worn at 
the back of the head, over the hair, which is gathered up, 

chignon fashion; by the poorer women, silver plates are worn 
instead of gold. 

This costume is peculiar to tbe balf-breeds all over Thibet, 
who profess to bo superior to the pure Thibetans; but the 
gold head ornament is commonly worn by Thibetan women 
eveiywhero. The maiTiage tic among the half.breeds seems 
to bo held in but light esteem. The women rarely marry, as 
a fiRt husband, one of their owu class, generaUy preferring 
to become temporaty’ ^-ives of the Chinese traders and 
soldiem, who reside in Ta-tsiou-Ioo, u position which is re¬ 
dded as nnite honourable, and In which they observe 
the most scrupulous fidelity. They arc laughing, H-ht- 

^ tlei, Chta. 
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theixi, a3 it were in a targe clao j and any woman who is 
deserted by her lord and rnastor; readily fJmbt a. hamOj even 
if aho hits do near relations. Their social nianncT^ and 
habits, differ altogether from the seeluded life and timid ahy-^ 
dCss of the ChineBe women. They go about and pay Yisita 
as they choose^ eon versing freely with their male friends, with¬ 
out incurring suspicion, and their manner is marked by a 
chtld-liko freedom from restraint, devoid of the least shade 
of iroppjpriety^ I remember an amusldg illnstration of this; 
One morning, four Man-ts'^ ladies paid me a visit, and were 
nslicred into my room^ as I was preparing to wash my hands. 
I was immediately tiikea possesaion ofy amid meny shrieks of 
musical langhter, one held Tang Koopah on her lap, while of 
the others, one washed my hands, another my face, and the 
third stood by wdth a towel; w^hen this performance, which 
seemed greatly to amnso them, and cortamly did not displease 
me, w'as concluded, I presented my fair vbsitors with some 
oranges; their dmrtcrous fingers quickly removed the peel in 
nu unbroken piece, which they then twisted in their jot 
black tresses^ each m turn perfonning her coiffure before my 
lookiug-glasSp this they told me was a sovereign proven tivo 
against sickness. 

On the 34tli of Aprib after I had been more than a fort¬ 
night in Ta-tsian-looj Bcveml trading caravans arrived from 
Battuing. The traders came mostly from the Control King¬ 
dom, and w‘ere fine specimens of tlie pure Thibetans^ veiy 
toll* standing over six fret in height^ of a dark brown, nearly 
black complexion, with a profusion of long black hair hang- 
iug 0 %'er their shoulders. In fraUire they w 0 to totally unliko 
the Mongohrm iypt, w ith aquUme noses, and straight deep-set 
eyes, overhung by shaggy eyebrows. They were dressed in 
the common dress of the country, oonsktiug uf a long ^heep- 


2 ia trjVyels op a rioxEEn or coiheesce. [Cii, vii, 

stiD woiTi wUh the wool iusye, nad bound with leopard 
or lynx skin; and a kind of half-boot, of woollen cloth, soled 
with aheepskii). Prom a belt itniod the wojst, hung a keen¬ 
ed ged Sword, four feet long, and of uniforin width from lillt 
to point, encased in a wooden scabbai'd, generally very highly 
ornamented with brass and turquoine stones; and leathern 
case^ containing a small knife and needles, and flint and steel, 
attached to thongs, hanging from the waLst-boH, completed 
the costume. Moirt of the traders carried long matchlocks, 
furnished with a kind of rest, made from the spiral horns of 
the common antclopa The Thibetans never fire from the 
shoulder, but always kneel to discharge their matchlocks, 
steadied by means of the rest, and at anything under a hun¬ 
dred yanls are dead sbot& These traders wore accompanied 
by several of the savage watch-dogs of Thibet, resembling 
largo sheep-dog^ and by others of a fawn-colour, very like 
an English masti£ 

The arrival of these men waa a signal for mo to hurry my 
preparations for a start. Having, by this time, been informed 
of the opposition of the Man-ts'' King and Cliinoae ilandarin, I 
propitiated them both by means of presents of penknives, pen¬ 
cils, and pictures. This Lad such an oflbet on the old king, that 
lie sent me a handsomo white mule for inspection ; but the 
price {eighty taels) was too high for my purse, I returned 
it, with thanks. From tliis time the market was open to 
me, and I soon became the owner of two ponies and a mule, 
sufliciently good far baggage aniinala Jly neit care was to 
provide necessaries for the read, and I preceeded to by in a 
stock of the articles most used in barter amongst the llii- 
helans, as, beyond Ta-tsian-bo. chen are perfectly useless, and 
silver IS almost so, a few handfuls of tea oflen procurinfi 
more than sUvor or gold Indian rupees, however, pass cur- 
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itnt througbout Tliibot, and we exchanged a portioa of our 
syoce sOver for a huadrud rupees.* A Ituodred and fifty taela 
were eicpendcd in the purchase of four baskets of tea, an 
assort inent of glaas, agate, otiys, and turquoise beadj^ needles 
fuid thread (both cotton and silk), and fifty yards of red 
cotton clotb, about a foot widcL iJesidcs these, we procured 
a quantity of tbc silken net kbatas, or scarves of febeity, 
which are in universal demand, both as presenta and for 
sak,t tbrougbout Tliibek 

As the annua] rains closely succeed the melting of the 
snows in spring, nun-coats were requisite; so PhiUji out of 
two blankets, contrived a couple of garments that answered 
the purpose capitally, and saved us many a wetting. 

Having completed all our own equipmeui, the next thing 
was to provhlc our mules and ponies with leather nosebagti 
and pack-saddlos, and to cover all oiir baggage with green 
cow-hidcs, as a protection from the wet, 'niLi done, we laid 
in a stock of provisions for ten da}^’ journey, con^sting of 
flour, blitter, Chinese hams, and tea, and dried jicas for our 
animals. Strong ropes, made of green cowlude, to be used 
in the pass^e of the snow-covered mounUins, and a stodt of 
horse-shoes and nails, which Australian life had qualified me 
to put on, in an emeigency, were tho last, but not the least 
iiuportGLut, item of our outfit 

W e sooii found a couple of Imlf-breedB who willicig to 

act, the one as interpreter, and the other as mnleteer, as far 
as Bntbang, for a consideration of thirty taels and their food 
during the journey. All was now ready; but as I had 
expended nearly all my available funds in the outfit, it 
became necessary, m order to procure a fresh supply, for me 
to ap(Jy to the Bishop, who readily lent me two hundred 
• Sea Appuadis 111. f Sec Appcndii IV, 
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taels; aoJ I detcnulDeJ to leavo Ta-tsmu-loo qu tbe 30tli of 
April 

On the 29th I took a fftrewell dinner with the Bishops who, 
not content with having already done me so many kindnesses 
pressed on me the Imxi of a horse to Bathang, ae he foresaw 
that I should be placed In a dUemma if any of my animals 
were to knock up, I gratefully aecepted this further mark 
of goodwill and took ray leave, promising to call m 1 left the 
town in the momiiig. 

At the hotel I Uierally overwhelmed with presents 
yf sweets and different article of food^ such as rico and pork ; 
and this, ray last eveningj passed pleasantly among these 
k'mdly and sooiahle people, who had relieved the mmeties 
attendant on my stay, by thehr hearty and disinterested 
kind ness to tho English stranger, A curious Incident marked ^ 
the oveuing. As 1 sat $making in front of the fireplace, 
which was exactly like a range, only built of atone instead of 
iroa^ 1 placed iny feet on a raised hearth in front of tho fire. 
AH tho women present at once threw up their L-inds, and 
screamed violently. I Bptang up from my scait^ thinking 
some nooidout had happened, and asked wdiat was the matter. 
All then talking at once in a frightened manner^ informed 
mo that I had offended the liousehold god, wdio dwelt on the 
hcarth-fltone. Seeing that my friends were really hurt, I 
took a small piece of silvor out of my pocket, and threw it 
into the ashes. They were curious to kno w the meaning of 
this, so I explained that it was a present to app^iaEO the god, 
whom I had tinintcntionally offended, and that, if he would 
come to my room, 1 would give him some wine. At this 
they loughed uproariously, and were quite pacified by my 

AoitomhEtf to the kitchen deity, and we parted m 
high good humour. 


CHAPTER VIIL 


EASTEnS THIBET. 

Tlii? C3i!iw3« Fjtjatitr—A party ef T«i Tinders—Tlie Hokow Ferry—ITann^ 
tttina atMl Valltj-*—Use TVUmsa— flie T&wii fjf Utlianif—A lliktihg 

talerpreter—Tha Tuapba lUnge-^TIia Thjhi Tdlay—A welcome Jiaal- 
hom ^—A pflriJo-tL? Swiiii+ 


ALTHorGH ire wero up before dnyliglitji all the inflates of 
the hotel were a^itur* and waiting in the laige room to take 
leave of Tang-Tajen^ Amongst those aasetnbled were two 
fioLdiers sent by the old king a mark of respeet^ with 
orders to aceompanj roe out of the town* During more than 
an hour I w'aa detained by the mitnbers both of Chioese and 
Thibetans^ who eame to w'jsh me a lucky j oumey. Each bad 
a vtoitd of advice or warning to giA^e, useful to a traveller in 
the Inside country, as they called Thibet. I was to care¬ 
fully avoid joining company with strangers on the road, and 
I was to look closely alter my baggage^ m the country people 
were great thieve** All the warningg proved with wdjat 
terror the botderem still regard the mountainous country of 
Tliibet. 

At last all was ready^ and m, taking a eeremonion^ leave 
of all in the hotel, I was escorted by the bndlady and two of 
her brothers to the door, where again, according to Chinese 
cufitom, I bade them adieu, and, mounting, rode off, eseorted 
by the two soldiers and the two brothers, I parsed out of 
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the west gnte, w'here the Chinese guard tarceJ out, and, 
with many kindly expressions, wished me a pleasant jourDey, 

Ou reaching the Misstou-houfie, we found all the Bishop’s 
household assembled in the yan], whilo the Bishop himself 
stood at Lis door to receive me. 

The kindness of the people of Ta'tsiaH'loo had made a 
deep impression on mo, an<l in taking leave of the kind old 
Bishop, who, with team in Ills eyes^ invoked a blessing on me, 
my emotion checked all utterance. With a silent farewell, I 
galloped on, and soon overtook the party. Two miles from 
the town my honorary escort turned back, and my travels in 
Enstem Tliihet were fairly begun. If it should prove feasible 
to proceed direct to Assam from Bathang, my journey would 
probably be conduiled in two months. But both this pro- 
apoct, and the alternative of being permitted to go by LliAssa 
to India, were most uncertain ; time alone would show. For 
the present, 1 indulged in the excitement of travel in au 
almost unknown country. No longer cooped up lu a chair, 
or embarrassed by tho disguise of a Chinaman, with buoyant 
spirits I rode on through the wild, uncultivated country, so 
di^erent from Sjs-chunn. Not a house was visible; the road, 
however, was enlivened by droves of yaks and ponies, latlen 
witli brick ten for the marts of Thibet Our path was bot- 
dered with wild gooscboriy bushes, and wild roses in full 
flower. CamcDins, too, displayed their beautiful red, white, 
and variegated blossoms in abundance; and the flowers were 
pleasingly contrasted with the glos^ foliage of magnificent 
holUea Hue has mentioned the estraordinaiy size to which 
the Thibetan faollydrco attains. I noticed many from twenty 
to thirty feet high, and of great girth. 

After quitting the vaUey of Ta-tsian-loo, a tedious ascent of 
black and barren declivities covered with irregular mosses of 
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sanilstono bkckeucJ hj the wotilber^ was rewanled hy tbe 
sploDiUd yioyf from tli& topmoeft ridge of the Jeddo raDgo. 
Away to the east stretched tho vafit empire of China. 
Hitherto it had been tho boast of Frenchmen, that their 
oouatiy nien alone of Emropeans, had traversed China to 
Thilict ; and aa I stood alone on the snmTnit of tlie Jeddo 
Paes, my exidtation at the thought^ that now at any rate ono 
Englishman had crossed the Floweiy Lani), found vent in a 
cheer; and tho mountains of Thibet for the first time echoed 
a British hurrah. Descending into Uie grassy valley heloWi 
towards sundown wo reached onr qnaiiers for the nighty in a 
tatan or courier post^ 13 jnileafrom Ta-tsian-loo, Thoae ts^aus^ 
which are found every 10 mites on the high road to Lhdssftj 
are generally little mere than small windowless, flat-roofedj 
cabins^ built of stone and mud. They are tenanted by four 
courierSp or soldiern^ ueiially half-bred CliincsjC^ together with 
their families and ponies; the latter are used for forwarding 
the government despatches between the ^rtations by a daily 
postal service. We pursued our route along the valley bor¬ 
dered by mountains four thousand feet high i here and there 
might be seen one of tho square Tldbetan houses^ three 
stories high^ with turrets at each irngle, their shape and sut^ 
stanthil appeaxanco remindiog one of old Border peels or 
Scotch castles, and indeed they are veritablo stroogholda 
The entrance is secured by massive wooden gates, which 
w'ben closed are only opened after tho visitors liavo been 
jealously scrutinisccl from the prison-liho windows or loop¬ 
holes overhead; this precaution is rendered necessary by the 
daring of the numerous banditti whOp in well oiganiaed 
bandsp roam the mountains of Thibet 

At the end of throe days' journey from Ta-tsiandoo we 
reached the first Thibetan village of Tnug^lo, nt the foot of 




221 Tit A VETS OF A PIONEER OF rOilMERCE. [CiT. VITl. 


tlic tnoimtaln of the wime name. On the night of out arrival 
a bca'vy fnll snow rendered the road over the T^ing^olo 
TDOuntains impassahlej and compelled ub to remain tn-o days 
in the village. After the anew had melted in the valley I 
strolled ahont the environs of the village; the hardy Man-ts" 
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women in tlieir skin dresses* and wcaniig a cross of wLito 
beads on their bnaks* were bnsilj engaged in weeding the 
crops of Ireardod wheat* now al>oijt sis incliSs high; they 
worked in file, ainging inemly as they plied their wooden 
hocH, The country looked lov^ely with the fresh spring ttnts. 
Some of the adjacent slopes were clothed with pine forests^ 
from which the 5weet nionot-onoiiB note of the Cuckoo rang 
out* while the air was full of the warblings of hundreds of 
skylarks tuoiinting up to the Ruiilight The people, all Thi¬ 
betans or half-breedsj with the exception of two Cljinainen, 
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were mod. frieiiLlly, supplying its plentifully with yak butter¬ 
milk (wbicb tasted like tlmt of the cocoa-nut) and butter, 
in exchange for brick tea, and needles and tliread. 

On the third morning a ptirty of imJers and Bbepberds 
from the mountains repoitcd the passeii safe, and sliortly 
after daylight wc fitarteJj and by noon-readied the snowy 
summit of Tung-olo, after a severe struggle up its 
dangerous ascent. The snow lay tliree or four feet ueejp^, ^ 
the dazzling liglit reflected from it* surface obliged us to 
baudage the eyes of the mules and pc"'ies, w^hib the air was 
so rarefied tbit* breathing became quite a painful Labour, 

We encountered in the snowy passes a party of Tldbetan 
traders with a large drove ef yaks and mulcs^ bound for Ta- 
ti^ian-loo to buy tea. 

The nbtii with their sheep-skin coats and long flowing 
hairp looked the very ideal of hardy mountaineers; and as 
wo passed the cavalcade their watch-dogs made the mountain 
ring with their savage barka, and strained furiously at their 
leashes, struggling to attack us. The aspect of the country, 
as viewed from the western side of Tiiug-olo, was not in¬ 
viting,—b^re and rugged peaks rose in confused disoider, 
separated by deep valleys, covered with dense forests of white 
nud yellow pine trees, growing to a height of eighty feet. 
As if to compensate for the wild and sooibre charactor of the 
landscape, birds of different sorts, many decked in gorgeous 
plumage, abounded ; just below the snow-lino of the jnountaiu 
were numerous crows and small daw^s, no laiger than black¬ 
birds I lo'wer down, I noticed a bird of a species unknown to mo* 
with boautifijl hghl-bltie boily and wings, and tw^o sorts of 
pigeouB, one blue with white tail and another block, were 
cooing through all the woodsy everywhere pheasunts were 
more abundant than in the beat-stocked coverts, and of 
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eev'ernl mrietLes, fiome reeeinLling tragopiTiii, tlie quiwiiia- 
chee, fqjecklftl like a gwlnea-fowl witli a turkey tailj anJ the 
lufl-cbee, splendid with its white body, erimson Lead, and 
Lkck tail; overhead high in air was heard the barking croak 
of ravens of unusual ause, which sailed about almost with the 
majesty of eagles. While on the subject of tho feathered 
ne^^'Ttiejs, 1 must not foiget the largo yellow wild duck which 
With On all the Thibetan streoms and mountain pools 
at a great elevation, these ducks were precisely similar to the 
Brahmince ducks of the upper waters of the Brahmapootm, 
I was anxious to secure a specimen, and fired at the first 1 
saw, but luckily missed, for a Lama who was with us rushed 
up in great consternation—the yellow ducks were sacred to 
the Grand Lama, and to kill ono would he a great crime ■, 
even to have fiired at the sacred bird was an oBbnee. 

From the Tung-olo mountaina two days’ journey brought 
us to the little town of Hokow, situated on the left bank of 
the river Ya-long, n tributary of the Yaisg-ts”. Our mad 
led IIS through the wild country which we had seen from tho 
summit of Tung-olo; at times wo crossed high nigged moun* 
tains, and then descended through nuignificent pine forests 
into beautiful fertile valleys, dotted hero and there with the 
fiat'roofed houses of the Thibetans, whose fields were green 
with spring crops of bearded wheat and white peas, and in¬ 
variably planted round with fine walnut trees,—few countries 
in the world growing finer walnuts than those of the valleya 
of Thibet. 

Vi-6 arrived at Hokow early in the aftenjoon, but too late 
to cross the 1 a-long that day, so wc quartered ourselves at an 
hofel kept by a half-breed, and Philip appUeil to the resident 
Chinese Mandarin for the use of the feny-boat to take tis 
over in the rncming. He was very civil, and in return for 


Cfl. vm,] the hoeow feehy. s-j 7 

a penknife, and a few amall eolotired prints of plieiiiHi.nts, 
sent me some dried fisli, smoked pork, and a packet of dc- 
liciogs tea, ivitli a message tliafc the boat was at my dLspossl 

Opposite the little town of Hokow the river Ya-long runs 
for about 400 yards in a deep imbroken stream, the milky 
hue of its watera bearing evidence of the limestone raoun- 
tainB, whose toments feod it on the way from its source in 
Ceutrol Thibet, whence, too, it brings down the gold dust, 
with which its sands are everywhere rich. This Hokow 
cbannel affords the only place for a ferry that occura for 
miles, as both above and below, the stream is Intemipled by 
falls and rapids, 

A huge stretch of sandy shore, in front of the town, was 
covered with piles of brick tea on its way to Lithang, Ba- 
thang, and Lhfissa, waiting to be ferried over by a somewhat 
novel contrivance: large circular baskets, six nr eight feet in 
diameter, are covered with green hides, presenting the ap¬ 
pearance of coraclesi, which when laden float lightly ou the 
water, and are easily paddled aeioss the rapid cunont by 
Chinese half-breeds, who are exclusively employed for ferry 
work on the Thibetan rivers, aa the Thibetans themselves arc 
afraid of the water. 

It flometimos happens that these skin boats nre carried 
down amougst the rapids by tho force of the current; but so 
light and elastic are they that they nirelj' upset or suffer 
much damage from the suiikcn rocks, which would be fatal 
to boats of any other construction. The large wooden flat- 
bottomed feny-boats, provided for the use of travellers of 
distinction, arc never used for noy other purpose. 

The jurisdiction of the old king residing at Ta-trian-Ioo. ends 
at Hokow, and beyond this point no female of pure Chineso 
blood is allowed to reside, not evon tlie wife of the Minister 
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at Llirfss^. This is one of those stiuoge restrictionB iUustra- 
tive of the peculiar relatious existiog between Ghma and 
Thibet, ivliidi have to thia day pusezled the ingeuuity CTCa 
of French mkaionaries. AlLhoiigh the eastern kingdom of 
Thibet, including the countiy from Ta-taian-lcMS westwards to 
the Lan-taau river, w'as annexed to the province of S^-chuan 
about 1793, and the jurisdiction of the Viceroy of that 
province csteuded to the west of Bathang, where a stone 
described by Hue, was erected to mark the limits, it would 
Beem that the eastern kingdom of Thibet has never been so 
incorporated as to be considered by the Cbiuess tbcmselvea 
as an integitil part of China proper, the w'estem bouBdary 
of which rnns along the Jeddo range, coinciding with tLat of 
the province of Sz-chuam 

Some of my readers who have studied recently compiled 
English maps may be surprised at the boundary of Chioa 
being drawn at the Jeddo range; In this 1 follow the 
authority of D'Anville'e maps, which were based on the 
eurveys made by the Jesuits for Chimg UL, as well as that 
of tho 2 \.hh^ HuCj OUT only rocent informant on the subject 
of Thibet. This enterprifiing traveller invodnhly speaks of 
Ta-tsian-loo as the frontier towTi of China, and accnratoly 
describes the distinction between Eastern Thibet and 
Sz-chiian; indeed, the bi'oadly marked diSerence in race^ 
language, dress, and manners obacrvable to the west of 
Ta-tsian-loo, must make it evident to the traveller tliat he has 
left tho Flowery Land behind him. Even for the purposes of 
political geography the error of removing the fron tiers of 
China proper to the banks of the Eio-cha, and including 
Bathang and Lithang in the province of Sz-ehuan, could only 
be committed by persons ignorant of the fact, that in the^e 
cities the civil power is exercised by a Thibetan Mandarin^to 
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wliom even the few Cliide^ mcsLilenta are autyect A Chinese 
military Mandarin commands the garrisotij and represents 
the diinese Bovereignt}" obtained bj eonquest The presence, 
however, of these Chinese seldieis no more makes Thibet 
part of Si-chnan* than the presenoe of the Mantcbn con^ 
qiierors makes Ss^^huan part of ifantchuria. 

I hope that this digression, necessary to make my readers 
clearly understand our whereabouts on the map, maj not be 
considered irrelevant Now let us resume our itineiury from 
Hokow, Having rested for the night, wo wore, early in the 
morning, ferried across the Ya-long with nil our baggage- 
animals, in the feny-barge. This was dno to the courtesy of 
the Mandarin, who might have compelled us, like all imders 
and ordinary travellers, in leave our animaiB on the eastern 
shores and hire or purchase others on the wejrfern—a curious 
obstacle to eoramereial Intereourse between China and Thibet, 
—but 9 ueh is the customaiy rule, from which wo were 
happily exempted. We then skirted the river for some 
distance, its waters flowing 23 feet below the watermark 
which indicated their summer level For four days wo tra¬ 
versed a mountain country ahoundlng In the most beautiful 
scenery. Occasioiinllly, as we struck some deep valley, our 
road lay through forests of tea-oil trees, from a Bpeoles of 
which the tea-oil of China is made ^ their beautiful, darkp 
evergreen foliage, was noarlj hidden by thek profusion of 
white rtowera At other times our path was lined with wild 
goosebeny bushes, laden with bloa^om j then leaving these 
pleasant spots, the road wound up the sides of steep moun- 
taius covered with thick forest, affonling shelter to numeroiL*) 
lieuis of deer. The stillness ivas unbroken, save by the bells 
of our baggage-animals, or the occasional report of some 
huntor's giugal, repeated by enwering echoes through the 
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glens. Tl»e heat of the valleys was most oppresaivo* and alter^ 
natiug with the sharp cold of the snowy heighbjp was vory 
tryitig; sometimes in the morning we would toil overperpotunl 
snow, facing the keen wind, which blistered onr and in 
the afternoon descend into deep pent-up glerts^ whore the 
heiit was almost overpowering, and onr muscles, were so much 
relaxed thait moving or standing became an absolute torture. 
Sometimes, indeed, tlte relaxation was so great, that neither 
ridhp nor myself could rise from our senU. The oouatry was 
very full of game, deer and bears, which latter were at that 
time still in their winter sleep; but I was always too tired 
after onr clay's nmreh to attempt to go in search of venison* 
save on one occasion, and then I started on the tiaek of a 
buck and two does, and after an unsuccessful stalk till 
dark, was glad to return empty handed, and by the time I 
made my w'ay back to the station, was so done np tliat I 
turned ill without eating my supper of damper and tea. 
Next day 1 was so unwell that for a time I feared that 1 had 
caught the cow-pock, from which all the people of the post 
were suffering j indeed, this troublesome disease was very 
prevalent among the people of Eastern Thibet, from the time 
tliat we left Ta-tsLan-loo until we Tonehed Bathnng. 

Ono night we put up at the house of a wealthy Thibetan, 
who maintained a domestic chaplain, in the person of a Lama. 
Onr day s Gonreh not having been too laborious, we had some 
idea of sport, for the valley abounded with deer and 
pheasants ^ but we were forbidden by his reverence to shoot 
any bird or beast, or even to attempt to catch the fish with 
which the adjacent stream was plentifully stocked. All the 
/era iiaiiini hud been taken under the protection of the chief 
Lataa—the head of a Laiim^ry ^me way up the valley 
iTie pemlty attached to the breach of this pious game law 
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TvoulJ, tbe Lama saidp be another predatoiy visit from tlio 
dreaded Zandi tribe, inbabiting the mountains forty miles to 
the soiitb-west of this district Only the year before, a party 
from this tribe had destroyed the house of my host, and 
carried off into slavery many of his relations. 

These Zandi tribes, for there is another tribe in the 
country to the north, ajo the only Thibetans absolutely in¬ 
dependent of the Chintz goTcmment, Under the rule of 
hereditary chiefs they cultivate their moiintaiQ glens vidth 
bearded wheat and white peas ; hut they are also bandits on 
a large scale. Every now and then they issue from theii' 
fastnesses^ well mounted on hardy and swift ponies^ and 
sweeping through the well inhabited valleys of tbo more 
peaceable Thibetans^ surprii^ and bum the villagea, and carry 
off crowds of captives, and herds of cattle and sheep to their 
mountains. The northern tribe is the most powerful j but 
their present chief m allied by maniago to the old Thibetan, 
king at Ta-hdandoo, and ori friendly terms with the Chinese 
and Thibetan governments j abstaining ftoui predatory 
excumons, but Tnaintaining absolute iadopendeucep like 
the southern tribe. They are very warlike, and appear to 
be divided into several clans, eonstanlly engaged in deadly 
fends with each other, but uniting in one common cause 
against attacks firom without They also are cultivators, and 
rich iu slaves, herds, and flocks. 

Both tribes acknowleulgo the spiritual power of the Grand 
Lama at Lh^^aa, and mamtain Lama prie&ia^ 

On the fourth day from Hokow we ascended a veiy high 
range of mountmns^ and by noon ontered a large plateau (on a 
level wdth tbe pass, bcyuud which rqae snowy mountains of still 
greater height The plaiu was about three miles loug, and 
more than a mUo wide in some places^ in which lay the town of 
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Litliftng. Kotbiog could eseeed the tkeaiy aspect of thk 
plateau ^ not a sign of vegetation^ except grass, was to bo 
seen, and tlic walled town, biiUt at tbc foot of the 
mountains, stood out on tlie plniii^ making the nakedness of 
the country still more marked, reminding me of those dreary 
landscapes seen along the shores of the Gulf of KntelL As 
I neared the town^ I fdniost fancied myself about to entor 
some city of the dcad^ for nil was quiet; no sounds broke the 
stillness, save the distant monotone of the Lamas^ chmiting 
tJieir prayers, while high overliend the ksy Tuikey bimjards 
and huge croaking ravens sailed In cirelea over the city* 
ready as it were to swoop and gorge themselves on 

their prey. Once within the to™, I was immedintely struck 
by tbo solemn air of the peopLe. N umbers of Lamas, dressed 
in their flowing green robes, were passing to and frOj de^ 
voutly twirling their prayer-wheels, and muttering tlie prayer 
of Omanee peminee (as they pronounce ^Om mani p-uilnm 
huml") And this solemn demeanour characterised net only 
the Lamas, hut even the few rough tea traders, dressed in 
their sheep skins, and the tow'nspeople^ who one and all 
twirled their wheels, and joined in tlic everlasting chorus of 
Onianeo peminee. 

On aiTiving at tho liotel, both Philip and myself were in a 
sod plight The alternato heat and cold of the mountains 
and valleys had blistered our faces frightfulty. On entering 
the x^lain of Lithnngp a keen wind, driving before it a heavy 
hail-storm, literally cut our faces to pieees; and when we 
entered the hotel, tho blood w^as jionring from our wounds, 
and excited the sympathy of tho inmates, who flocked round 
us with exelnmatioim of pity. However, after cloansing the 
blood with warm water, mi application of fresh butter 
aSbrdiid some relief, and we tnanage^ in a short lime to 
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ninkc oiii^elvea as oo»afortal>le £tg the universal dirt and tUs- 
^mfort of a Tbibetan hotel would pemut 

It was neodfi^l, in order to rest the wayworn animals, to 
lialt a day in Lithaaff, as well as to lay iq provisiona for the 
tea days' Journey to Batbaag; but beyond a few' pouuds 
of dried peas to aerve as fodder^ notbiog could be procuredj^ 
owing, as I afterwards leamod, not to the scantiness of the 
townspeople's atore$, but to the hostility of the Lamas, who 
secretly forbade the merchants to supply os with proyisioi^ 
This proved a aerbue di^ppointenent, and was the cause of 
much sub$equent hardship. 

The morning after our arrival, both tlio Thibetan and 
Chinese officers sent to Inquire who I was, tmd demanded 
iJiy p?ksj^port, w'hich proved satLEfactoiy^ An mterpreter from 
Lhdssa also called, and on seeing me, at onoo recognised me 
ns a Palin, or white conqueror of India, as the Thibetans call 
the English, He had been to Darjeeling and described Ida 
\isit to a Palin house, which fi*om the description he gave of 
it, must have been either a police guard-house, or a traveller's 
bungalow. Ho was a native of Lhiissa, and besides Thibetan 
and Chinese, spoke several languages^ Ncpaulcso amongst the 
uiimber. The Grand Lama of Thibet hod omployed liim aa 
interpreter to the party of Lamas, w'ho annual ly repair to 
lathang to rcofive the present of tea, sent by the Emperor 
of China to the Omnd Lama. 

In the afternoon I went for a walk, and my European cos¬ 
tume attracted a great crowd, who foUowecl me wherever I 
went, but without even ao much os addressing me. I visited 
the celebrated Ltmasciy, with its golden dome. The build¬ 
ing, with its surrounding, oovers a great extent of ground, 
and contains over 3,500 Lamas. 

My intention of entering the main budding was defeated 
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bj a number of ^wling XjmaaH ported nt the gatewnyj. wbo 
warned me to keep off I waa^ tberoforOj. obliged to be con¬ 
tent with the view of its exterior, and eaunteretl l>ack to the 
hotel, dbeouniged from making any further exnmizmtion of 
the town, iis e^ery IJima met me with a $oowl of hatneiL 
One thing during my walk, however, struck me very forcibly, 
and that was the peculiar physique of tJie people, diEferiog 
from that common amongst the people of Thihetj who are 
very tall and large framed, having dmk complexions^ and a 
profusion of black hair hanging over their shoulders - many of 
the Lithangites^ oa the contrary, were thick sturdy feUowa, 
with short woolly hair, and light oomplexiom I tried in vain 
to obtain any explnnatiou of these racial peculiarities; 
though it was said that some of these people had come from 
couDtries to the south of Lh^ssa. 

During my absence, Philip discovered that all our pack¬ 
ages of beads, noedles, and tea, &c,, had been plundered* 
On his reporting this discovery^ I at once pitched upon our 
half-breed intorpreter as tho thief, for his knavery had 
already appeared on our journey from Hokow. I Lad been 
compelled to hire two baggage-ponii^ from the W'sialtby 
TliiiKstan at wboso bouse we bad stayed one night, snd 
having paid the interpreter four iTipeos as the price for two 
days* hire of ponies, the fellow pocketed two rupees^ and en¬ 
gaged yaks, which could only travel eight mUcs a day. On 
my objecting to take them, he insolently refused to oxchange 
them, and told me to go on without liim. I vs^ obliged to 
give him a thrashing, which brought him to bis senses, and 
die ponies at once were brought out of the forest. However, 
for the rest of our journey to Lithang, I made him ride in 
front of me, and as a precaution bad the baggage, every 
night, packed so as to make a bed for Phibp 
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It ^ms neceiisary to check this plumlering, $o he wm 
KummonDd, and required to j^bmit his baggage to a search i 
upon this ho became vciy noisy, and soon created a great distur¬ 
bance; however^ I held him over hla baggage, while Philip;, 
one after the other, extracted several bricks of te% more tlian 
four pounds of beads, and several articles of our misaiug pro¬ 
perty, As each stolen article was hold up by Philip, the 
curious crowd who filled the house shouted with indignation^ 
and on my helping tlic oulprit out of the room with a kick^ 
they hustled him into the street, and tho last T saw of tho 
scoEindnel waa ^ he fied tip the street, pursued by the jeors 
and hooting of the oxoited mob. We were well rid of him, 
as the muleteer answered our purpose much better as an in- 
terpreter, and was an honest hard-working lad. 

Of all tho rogues ono encounters in Thibet and the fron¬ 
tier towns of China^ tho professional interpreters are tho 
greatest, and sboidd be carefully avaideth Tlieir pirtfession 
is a lucrative cue, and their appearance, generally speaking, 
is very respectable i indeed, w'ithout some previous know¬ 
ledge of the class, one might take them for petty Mandarins, 
whose air and manners they generally assume. 

After a day's rest I was heartily glad to leave Llthang [ 
owing to its great altitude, the rarefied atmosphere rendered 
breathing so difficult, that during tho night T several times 
awoke with a most painful feeling of suffocation; besides 
thLs cause of discomfort, my arrival in the town had created 
great excitement amongst the Lamas, wbOj taught by the 
Chinese officials, looked upon my eoming aa the forerunner 
of the annexation of their country by the Palin, and met me 
everywhere with muttered curses. 

Leaving the town by the road by which we had entered 
itp we traversed the pbi% accompanied by two half-breed 
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^Idicrs who joined qs^ under protenco of availing theniJ^clTcs? 
of our escortj but reallj aent aa spies, Wc then ascended a 
snowy range opposite^ a more wild and desolate country than 
that now entered it is imposaiblo to oonccive^—huge masses 
of quartz and granite lay ecattered over the sterile surfacej and 
blocks of grey granite, piled one on the top of the other, nose 
into gigantic pyi-amids crowned wdth anow^ the melting of 
wdiich fed numerous torrents; aa we erosaed their beds^ and 
the hoofs of our cattle ploughed up the sand, abundance 
of scaly gold w^as visible, tempting iinsuspicioua tiuvellersto 
atop and gather the treasure. But gold, like all else of a 
yellow colour in Thibet, is sacred to the Grand Lama; at 
leMt so the soldiets informed me, and I was forbidden evon 
to take up a handful of the golden sand 
’We tmveUed for five days through these desolate moun¬ 
tains^ with flagging spirits, and pinched by cold and hunger. 
Our provisions scsarccly allowed us aijc ounces of food per 
diem, and the two hamB loft firom our Ta-tsian-loo stock 
proved to be flyblown and nscless. The poor animals, beyond 
a daily pint of peas doled out to them, had nothing to eat> 
and became a great source of anxiety 33 day by day, from 
hunger and exposure to the cold, they became weaker and 
weaker until they staggered under tlieir loads. At the end 
of the first day's journey from Lithang, we put up in a 
eourier^s hut built in one of tbc paeees of the mountains, and 
hal^buricd in snow and icok It a little place about 
twenty-four feet square, constructed of mud and stone, and 
in it the courier, his wife, and two growm cliildren, myself, 
Philip, our muleteer Lowdzung, the tw^o soldier spies, a cow- 
yak and calf and four ponies, were crowded together for the 
night; the place swarmed with mvenous vermin^ but to thdr 
powers of tormenting we were soon rendered insensible by 
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the fatigue of our day's journey, and wo slept wiqfortably 
because warmly. The third day I was obJiged to journey oa 
foot to spare our tired borscs. In the forenoon we passed a 
succession of grassy hiJH the posture ground of thousands of 
sheep, tended by nomad sdicpherds dwelling in tents. At 
the foot of one of the bills a hot salt spring bubbled out, the 
faiouritc resort of the yaks and sheep. In the afternoon the 
grassy hills were succeeded by rocky mountains sparsely 
wooded, and containing frequent veins of white and yellow 
marble; on our right rose hi^ier mountains, an offishoot of 
the great Tsauba range; at last, having turned the flank of 
these, we enmo in sight of the mighty peaks of the main 
seeming to bar our further progress; Turning to the 
north, tlie road wound along a broad flat valley, which, 
although lying at a great eJevatioa, was comparatively free 
ftoin snow, and afrbrded pasture for numerous droves of vaks f 
it was walled in on one hand by the Tainba range, whose 
countless peaks towered one after the other in white grandeur, 
looking in their unsullied purity like fit thrones for angels; 
and on thti other by the huge wavelike mountains covered 
abo with snow, along whose base we had been marching: at 
last we reached the Tsanba station at the foot of the pass, 
Hound the fire of the little cornier hut ■where "we put up 
for the night, we were joined by a Lama, who was, be said, 
c» mute for Bathang, Smee the unwelKunc addition of the 
soldier spies to our party, it had become necessary for mo to 
wait till all were asleep, to write up my journal I was hard 
at work about midnight when the Lama returned to the room, 
pretending to havo loft bis prayer-book behind j and seeing 
me engaged in writing he became very curious to know what 
I was doing. Had I owned to recording a simple narrative 
of the day’s journey, he would have reported that 1 was 
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iakiug ncitea of the oonntij for some siPiit^r purpose, so I 
replied tlmt I was writing my prayer^ ^ ceiemopy ^^ hlch I 
performed every night This ia a very coaimou oceupatioa 
of the Latnaa thenifidves^ but he was surprised that a mer- 
chant should write prayers j so I told him that I always 
recited them after they were written, and would commoace 
as soon as 1 had finiaheth He waited, and I soon coTPrnenced 
to read my journal over in a monotone like that in which the 
Lamas recite their litanies. After reading thus for e early 
half an hour^ I stopped and asked my friend to recite hia 
prayers for rtiy benefit, promising to pay him for the servio&p 
—and off he started and kept it up without ceasing until 
daylight neitt morning, when ho awoke toOi and received bis 
fee of one rupee. He declared tliat I must belong to the 
Yellow religion, but I assured him to the contrary, merely 
fiaj^g that my religion much resombied hia own. He was 
cridently puzzled^ hut pleased at my baring made use of his 
aetvices as a priest^ and begged me to allow' him to keep 
under my escort to Batl^ang. 

At an early hour wc oonmenced in a fail of snow tlie 
ascent of Tsanba,, which was dangerous in the extreme, and 
very' esbauatiug to our already w'cak baggage animals ; they 
groaned and laboured tmder their loads in the most painful 
manner, tottering ten yards oi^ so they would rest with their 
distended and bloody nostrils touching the snow, from which 
they inhaled tho thm air w ith spasmodic gasps. By tw o 
o^dock we attained the summit and across a deep narrow 
valley beheld the still loftier chain of the Great Taso range. 
The lower clLfik wore hare perpendicular walb of yellovrish 
limestone^ above which the ^now^eoveied peaks towered into 
the clouds which veiled their summits. These two mighty 
ranges^ uniting to the north of thb Valley, extend for about 
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lOO tnil&s noTtli-Ci^aMwarti^, feeding iht bend wntei^ of the 
Ya-loDg and Kin-chn-kinng by iaDumemblc tonr^ots; to the 
fioutbwofd they exteed in pataUel cbsiin!» for about 50 nulea^ 
finally losfiug their height and uniforuiity befonD leaohing the 
Sui ShaUj or snowy tqountaiDS^ Lu Yunaan. 2vear the western 
baao we eptered a EuaguifioeDt forest, the same which Hue 
describes es the finest he had seep in Thibet The cedar 
and pine trees were of singular magnitude and beauty, the 
latter rising straight as tho mast of soBne tad aniind " to a 
height of lOO feet ■ from the hranebes hung weird-looking 
nmsses of withered moss like a gianfs scalp-locka Emerging 
from the gloomy shades of this forest, we desceoded into 
the long grassy jalley formed by the fork of the ranges; wliicb 
is A great breedipg place for yaks* And while thousands of th e 
queer-IcKikiog long-haired cows and their calves were gra^ipg, 
the black tents and huts of the ahepliOTtia, with the wreaths of 
smoke curling up from the yfik-dupg fires, gave a proniLfse of 
rest apd lefreshment whidi was not fulfilled Auxious as we 
were for a day's rest to recruit our starved and jaded animals 
before attempting the heights of Taso, wo found it imprae^ 
ticahle, for we could procure notbing but bsonbat or meal 
made of beanled wheat roasted and ground, apd butter tca. 
Wq atUl had plenty of lea, and flout enough to kat for font 
days; but I was afraid of losing toy cattle, which had been 
fitarving for three days on half a pint of peas^ and what they 
could pick up during an hour or two that we left them out 
to graze, for the cold at night was so intense that we were 
forced to tie them under the Jee of the huts where we slept ; 
if they perished, my funds would not sufiSce to replace them 
and cany me to UjiSsaa or Ai^c^; so there waa nothing for it 
but to push OD^ but it w^as with great mkgivipgs that we 
started the nest morning to ocale Uie iuacccssible-lookiug 
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Tiiso mouDtiiinfl in a heavy sitow-sto™; the oialy pass 
was along a fisaiire in the wall of rock, not more than 
eight yai'da wide^ forming the now dry bed of a monn- 
tain torrent. Up this sleep a^rcont we clambered, and after 
a mile or two of veiy severe toil struck a path opening 
into a wide plateau leading to the pass; the moim- 

tain seemed literally ftUve with the large silver-grey 
hare common to Tliibet> and numerous pheaaant-like bird a 
vforo running about on the snovVp uttering calls which re¬ 
sembled the hysterical laughter of a womau^ but we could 
not stay to fiocurc specimens After pacing the snow-line 
the danger of the ascent increased; at times we crept along 
glaciers overhanging frightful chasms^ at others we ioundered 
along through snow drifts in which the poor struggling bag¬ 
gage animals sjiiik down utterly heart-broken, and refiising 
to move, cempoUed us to shovel away the snow and iiterallj 
carry them out. No words can describe the labour and 
suffering we thus underw'ent j for wc bad the greatest diffi¬ 
culty in drawing breath, and after eveiy effort to extricate 
our nearly fkizen animals the whole party, including tbs 
Lama and spies, would throw tlicmselves flat on their faces, 
unable to articulate a single w'ord j by this means recovmiig 
their breath much fiooner than by sitting dowm or atarniiisg, 
A keen cutting wind blew in fierce gusts down from the 
suoT ^7 heights, Bplittiug our facts into gaping wounds, for it 
was impossihio in the difficulty of lireathing to cover them, 
and in this condition, tho blood often pouring from our gums 
and no^ we struggled on for eight heur^ j at last wo reached 
tlie summit of the mountain, all but dead, and too exhausted 
to risk resting in tlae snow, lesft we should become stiflT and 
unable to proceed. In this sorry plight men and aabnals? 
staggered down the descent, and by 5 P.M. emerged from the 
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snow, auJ descending for another hour reached a Tson. 
hortunately it was a snperior station, comprisiug not onJy 
the house of the courier but four others occupied by Chinese 
soldiers, forming n post stationed to guaid the pait« of Taso. 
Hie hospitable inmates of the Tznnsoon made us comfortable, 
anil our sinking spirits and esbausted bodies were speedily 
revived by a capital feed of rice and boiled chicken, washed 
down with suimsliu. JTy worn-out ponies and nmlcs were housed 
in a warm well-built shed, Vhheie for nearly an hour they 
stood with droopmg heads, too exhausted to cat the Iiay with 
which the people of the house had liberally supplied them. 

None but those who have travelled for days, pinched by 
hunger, with starving cattle constantly appealing to their 
pity. Can understand the pleasurable feeling aroused by seeing 
the poor dumb brutes comfortably stabled, with an abundance 
of provender before them; and this was enhanced by the 
unexpected relief from the fear of losing the all-essential 
services of the poor oompanions of my truveL 
lha evening 1 spent at the guard-house on the Taso 
mountains will long be remembered by me. ITie Chinese 
soldiei-s seemed to vie with each other in making us com- 
fortahio after out terrible journey, and, tired as we were, we 
«rt round the fire, burning on a hearth in the centre of the 
room, until a late hour, sipping our hot samshu and listen¬ 
ing to the tales of anountain adventures, which our rough but 
kindly hosts took turns in relating. 

Before turning in, I w'ent to take a look at my animals, 
and found thorn still eating, but less ravenously. The fuE 
moon was shining brightly, and lighted up with her soft 
silvery beams the snowy peaks of Taso, which towered, as it 
were, perpendicularly above the little station, foiming a scene 
of indcscribablo grandeur. 


H 


242 TEATELS OF A PIOKEHIt OF COMMEECE. [Cit. VIII. 


Noxt day T^e continufMl to descend the ineimt^^LiD, and by 
11 o'clock A.w. struck the ^ntce of a mouutaiu stre-imi, and 
kept on onr ivay along tke ravinaj. down whicb its waters^ in 
gradually increasing yolumc* foamed some liuodred feet 
beloWj on tlicir way to tbo Kin-cha-kiang, 

The Toadj or rather path, was hewn out dong the faeo of 
the almost pcrpendicidaT cliff, and unproteclcd by any kind 
of fence; it was so narrow in some places that tbere was not 
room for tivo persons to pass clear of each other^ and it became 
neccssoiy for our guides to keep up a cootmued shouting to 
warn any party ascending* that they might stop at a broader 
place until we passed. 

While threading our w^ay down one of these narrow pas^, 
I happened to be in front of the baggage ponies, w^hen one 
of them was struck by a moss of rock* %vhich rolled from alwye; 
the frightened animal rushed madly down the path; and I 
had only time to look back and perceive my danger, A colli- 
bion beemed inevitable, which would have hurled us all down 
the precipitous side of the mountain into the foaming torrent 
below. In a moment I threw myself flat down across the 
path* the frightened animal leaped over me* and cannoning 
ngiiinst my saddle pony, slipped and fel^ rolling over the pre¬ 
cipice* with a scream of agony, into the stream, I made 
aura that he waa killed, and looking down* I saw him 
being rolled over and over in the water^ till he at last 
brought up against a laige boulder* still carrying his load ■ 
the poor bnite* however* scrambled to his legs* and stood 
, apparently little the worse; but it seemed impossible to get 
him up, so steep the cliff* and my followers projwscd to 
descend and bring up the baggage, and leave the horse to hk 
fate. To this, however* I objected, as we wore not more tlian a 
mile from the plain of Biitlmng* through winch the stream 
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flowed^ and I ftincicd that it would bo po^iaiblo to get the 
pony down the stream ta some accessible kudiog-pbco; I 
tliorefoie went down wdtli the guide and Lowdzung^ and suc¬ 
ceeded in recovering the baggnge and pack-saddle off him, 
and w’ith the iikl of t!ie ropcs^ by which wc had deseendedi 
got them safely hauled up to the narrow path above; I then 
asked the guide to get the pony down-stream the best way 
be could, but the poor fellovi" turned pale at the very idea; 
there was nothing for it hut to set to work myself, for I wea 
detemuned not to lose the animal, without making an effort 
to save him. The atmosphere was quite warm, so I stripped 
to itj and^ mounting the pony, plunged into the raging tor¬ 
rent. The first sliock of the ice-cold water, as the pony 
"boJilly jumped intfl a doep, clear pool, was terrific, and I 
jelled, on coming to the surfltce, as tliongli I had jumped 
into n cauldron of scalding water; but I Lad little time to 
think of it, for we w^ere swept down a small rapid, and then 
the pony, with wonderful plnck, recovered himself, and scram¬ 
bled over a bed of rocks, underneath which the water rushed 
wdth a deafening roar. For nearly a mile we alteramtely 
seramhlcd over rocks, aud were being swept along wdtb fearful 
force, sometimes licing caught and spun helplessly round and 
rcuud in a deep eddy. Whenever wo got into a deep place, 

I always slid off, and laid bold of the pony's taiL At last we 
reached a goo<l lauding place, and once more got the pony up 
to the path, where the rest of the party stoocj trembling and 
muttering prayers. Locking back on this adventure, I sup¬ 
pose I ought to have been dashed to pieces^ hut sti"angc to 
my, beyond a few" slight cuts and bruises, neither the pony 
nor myself were at :ill the worse for li Some Thibetan men 
and women who bad joined us at the guard-house, were 
charmed with the proceeding, and whooped and yelled in 
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ajjf?wor io my repeated cheers, aa I Bucoeeded in getting 
safely over wm more than ordinarily dangerous part of the 
stroeun ; and ivhcn I once more stood dressed in the path 
among^ them, they seemed positively to imagitie that I was 
some soperhmnan creature dropped from the clouds, the 
whiteness of my skia having entirely bewildered theou This 
adventure delayed us a long time, but at last we all Tesuined 
the order of march, and continuing down the valley, soon 
readied the plain, and by 4 r.^i entered the town of 
Batbong, 
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JVhlriog irltk tic Maii^wma^A M’ontiiag'i Tnulbg—A Ttibetaii 

Tnrf-niWl—My Tcog^Thc Lcjnftscty—^iiiaIL-|H»Z 

it TLibfft—Mgre Fnghteik«i tb&n Hurt—At latri^ Diaocvend—EoaN 
Atsiam.—T!i Ta-iawyi—A in fot 

YxumaiL 

Ode arrival in Batliang caused great eTccitemeutj as we 
passed through the long streets of two and three-storied houses, 
with their prison-like windows, which composed the town, 
men, wonien^ and children formed inquisitive groups, anxious 
to see the *' P aTtn /* to whom mmonr had already ascribed the 
most sinister intentions. Numbers of Lamas hurried from 
group to group, eamoatly addressing the people, wdth most es- 
cited gesticulation. I however passed on without receiving 
the slightest insult^ and at last reached tlie only hoteh 
situated at the further end of the town, where I was soon 
comfortably quartered, and my poor half-starved cattle pro¬ 
vided with an abundance of provender in a shod attached to 
the building, which w^as more Chinese than Thibetan in its 
arrangement. 

Before I had time to settle down in the hotel, three nib- 
sionarics, Messrs, ^'ag®, Gou telle, and Desgodins^ arrived, to 
inform me, that at their inBtanoe, the authorities had pro- 
Tided a house for my residence m Bathang, and they stiongly 
urged me to remoTe into it at ouce. But as free quarters 
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are only provided by tbe Tbibelans for officei^ of diiitinetion, 
I tbanked tho Father for IhoLr Mod offices, and declined to 
move* Tbe Bishop's la^rt word of advice Imd been that 1 
ftbould stop at hotels only, avoiding all assumption of such 
uni>ortance as woiiki be at variance with my desoiiplion la 
my passport m a travoHing merchant And I felt that 
the officious kindness of the Fathers in demanding free 
quarteis for me, was likely to rouse nn ill-feeling on tho 
2 >art of the authorities, besides leading them to suppose 
that I was connected with the missionaries. A proof was 
soon given that the authorities, both Chinese and Thihetan^ 
were greatly incensed against me j for on sending my pass¬ 
port for examination, with the customary triflmg presents, 
the latter wore returned, without any message—a very 
inteUigible hint that ray presence in the town w'as unwel¬ 
come. 

The excitement consequont on my arrival, lasted all the 
afternoon, so I kept out of sight The next mornings about 
eight o’clock, 1 went on the flat roof of the hotel, overlook¬ 
ing tho Htreet \ an immense crowd, assembled below, greeted 
me with loud shouts of "Pebunza, PebuniEa^” (Nepaulese, 
T^epaulese), “Palui, Palin,*" (EugUsbrnan, Englblunan). 
Though rather atartled at this outcry, without losing my 
presence of mind, I bowed politelyp and seatbg myself on a 
wooden bench, in full %dew of the crowd, proceeded to liglit 
my pipe, and calmly Burveyed thorn. After laklag a good 
stare at the stranger, the crowd dispersed, without any sign 
of hcMftility, and from tins time forth my presence ceased to 
attract any attention. 

During the morning the Chinese Mandarin sent to inquire 
if I had anything for so 1 informod hk tnan tliat I had 
Bomd ttfBtches and revolvcre to dUpose ot Ho soon returned, to 
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hiLj tliat bis uiaster desired ba look at my mercliMiJise] wJiere- 
upon I Bent Philip witli my rifle, revolverB^ and a couple of 
watcheSj with Imitructions to ofifor thetD: at prohibitory pricosu 
Oo Ilia return, Philip informed mo that the Mandarin had 
been veTT indignaDt at the idea of having to provide me with 
free quarters ; but, on hearing that I had refused to take 
them, was greatly moUilied, and indiuated that he would now 
accept the presents, which he hail returned. I was glad thus 
to have come to a good uiidemtouding with the chief autho¬ 
rity of the place, and hastened to gratify his desire for the 
presents. In the course of the day the Thibetan officials sent 
me presents, taking cure to instruct their messengere to kt 
me know that they had only refused my offering becauso the 
Cliinese Mandarin had done so. Thus the evil imp^e^5siQn 
produced On the minds of the authorities by tlie unfortunate, 
though well-intentioned, interference of the missionaries was 
removed, much to my relief; for I knew that at this point 
the fate of my expedition must be deternimed, since the nert 
stage would take me out of the direct jurisdiction of China 
into the Central Kingdom of Thibet, and, in cose of irouhle, 
the Bathang anthoritiee would be ray only protection. 

After I hod been two days in the hotel, without going out, 
I nceepted an invitation from the inisHiormries to breakfast 
with thenL TherOj for the first tiine. 1 heard from a Chinese 
tea trader of the existence of a tiode route from Bathang to 
Itooemahp a town in the Thibetan province of Zy-yul, situated 
near the bordem of Assam, twenty days' journey distant. 
This mfoTTuation w'os most satisfactory [ and it seemec! ns 
though I was about to accomplish the object of my joumey^— 
the discovery of a route direct from China into our Indian 
pusscssjons. One great difficiiUy, however, remained to be 
overcome; my passport laid down my route as from China to 
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India viix Llidnsa; and new passjjorts from the authorities of 
Bntbaiig wotild be required to enable me to proceed to 
Assam. ’VM]ether these would be granted to ua rocuaiued 
to be seen. 

The good Fathers gave us an excellent breakfast of roa^t 
fowl and vegetables, with what, to me, was the greateist treat 
of all—some wme. In the enjojinent of tbeir cheerfsil and 
profuse hospitalityj the fearful hatdsbips we liad endured in the 
mountains were foigotten ■ and after the meal we adjourned 
to Einoke our pipes on the flat roof of their houso. 

From our elevated position we looked down upon the 
Valley of Batliang, which lay stretched out before us in all 
the luxuriance of its young crops of bearded wheat and peas, 

Tho little plain^ about three miles io dreumfeTence^ 
watered by a branch of tho Kin-cha-kiang, which run^^ 
through it^ foruis a perfect oasis in the inhospitable moon* 
tain eountiy, and lies like a green jcwol in the setting of bare 
mountains which enclose it on all sides. The fertility of this 
little Eden of Eastern Thibet is wonderful,—two crops arc 
annually reaped. Variona vegetabl^^ such as potatoes^ 
cucumbers, Chmese cabbages, a long tumip-flavoured ruot/ 
pumpkins^ leek&^ onions, and Eplnacb grow in great profu¬ 
sion; and fruits of great size and flavour—pears^ peaches^ 
waliiute, and water-melons—ripen in abundance. Fowls, 
mutton, and fish from the neighbouring trihutaiics of the 
E4n-cha» are plentiful and cheap, largo supplies being easily 
obtabinbb for a skein of rilb thread, a few hauLlfuls of tea, or 
a doxeu needles 

Tbe town, waMniag probably COOO iababitants, mcluding 
tbe Lnaias liv Log m th@ faiaou^ iainiiECiy, 13 of oonsiclcrable 
importanoe M a maiiet, to which the central Thibetaiifi and 
Mongolfl bring their produce of mnak, bora*, peltrieg, aad gold 
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to excbange for tea aod sauS) of which latter they are great 
ooDsiimeniL 

There is a isupeiior militaiy Mandarin, eierciaing civil 
functions, and an inferior officer in charge of a dchichmcnt of 
180 Chinese soldiers. Besides these^ there are two Thibetan 
officials, who take cognisance of aU matters coaceming the 
native population, having supreme power except in capital 
offence^ which are disposed of by the Cbinesa Mandarin. 

After spending a very pleasunt morning with the Fathers 
I returned to the hotel, where I found a numhetof visitors 
from amongst the townspeople. Tlieir motive was pure 
curiosity; but, as an excuse, they professed a desire to 
pnrehoxe a variety of articles, such as emeralds, turquoises, 
and agates, with holes for stringing ; red and pink corals 
were also eagerly asked for; and European toys, such ou 
kaleidoscopes, wore in great demand, and, strangest of alh 
nearly everybody asked for photographs The Nepauicso 
ambassador and his attendants. In passing through the tovrn, 
on their way to China, had evidently done a large trade in 
these articles. Indeed, I was told that the traders in his 
j)art.y had sold an immense quantity of coral, procured in the 
salt lakes to the north of Lhissa^ at a price which threw the 
ladies of Batbnng Into a perfect coral fever. This article is 
highly esteemed by them, and, previous to the amba^dor's 
arrival, hml aold at weight for weight in gold. The excite¬ 
ment which therefore prevailed when the Kepaulese traders 
sold it at weight for weight in silver was intense; and, un¬ 
fortunately for the traders, they did not find out their 
mistake uudl they had disposed of nearly the whole of 
theLr stock. 

My visitors were apparently go eager to buy that I pro¬ 
duced my bends, turquoises, oojx, and agates, thready 
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occtUcs, and ^Iks, determining to amnae myself with a little 
bargamliig. Just as I expected, bowcTcr, npttiiis^ suited 
their foitidious taste; but 1 was bound te uphold my 
character m a trader, imd pti:>duced a packet of photo¬ 
graphs of friends^ collected in Shanghai; and these were no 
sooner exhibited than a doxen buyers at once entered into 
lively compeulion, and I did a brisk businese. The ladies 
sold at prices vsuydtig from a fowl, to three fowls and a 
bundle of liay for the best-looking, avenige articies meeting 
with ready sales at a rooster or two bundles of hay a-piece. 
Thus, in exchange for two or three dozen portraits I procured 
a supply of food for my paity and cattle* nearly sufficient to 
last us during our stay in Bathang. 

Our bargaining nffordeth at my expense, an instaiK^ of the 
astuteness both of the Chinese and Thibetans* While in Ta- 
tsianJoo I had purchased from a Clion-si mei'ehnnt a quantity 
of what 1 thought to be real turquoises at a very low rate; the 
corresponding price at which I now offered them aw-oke the 
suspicions of my Thibetan customers, one of whom, having 
purchased a siligle stone, iniraedintcly crushed it to pieces 
beneath bis heeh This conclusive proof of the spuriousness 
of some of my wares elicited murmurH of disapproval, and 
1 should have lost my character for fair dealings had 1 not at 
oncC:^ wdth loud anathemas on the rogue who hod taken me 
in, crushed in the same way sdl the porcelain beads which he 
had palincjd off on me as real turquoises; w'hereupou the Thi¬ 
betans* with loud laughter, assured me that I was no match 
for the sharp Chen-si traders. Their ridicule was, however, 
infiiiitcly preferable to being taken for a vendor of q>uriouB 
articles on my first introduction to the Bathang public. 
Towards evening several Lamas paid me a visit; though 
extremely polite* they could not refrain from asking many 
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qiiestbus about mj intended moyementa, nu when they saw 
the pa^port autborising me to proceed to Lhiiasn, unanU 
aiousLy declared tbafe aueb a tiling was impc^ible. I ap 
peared, liowcyar^ to think that they were mistaken, and 
quickly changed tii$ convereatioTi, not wisbing as yet to open 
the question, 

i hnii now been several days in Eatbang, and, beyond the 
inquiiy made by the Chinese iMaudarin as to wbetber I 
liad anything for sale, Ja.ad seen or heard nothing of the 
autliorides. I a’liSj therefore^ agreeably sorprisod when^ on 
tha morning following my sale of pbetogtaphs, the second 
Tlubetan Mandarin, accompanied by several of bis officera, 
paid me a visit. He was a middle-aged man, dressed in the 
full costume of a bltie-huttonetl Chinese Mandarin^ with 
shaven head, and toil, and spoke Chinese fluently. He was 
very friendly j and we were soon on such good terma that he 
invited me to accompany him to his bouBOj where we dined. 

He happened to be a very horsey indivifhiaJ, and showed 
mo throngb hie stable, which contained many fine specimen!^ 
of the Tliibetan pony as well as mules, all in splendid con¬ 
dition, and gi’oomed to perfeetJon. Jlino host, in showing 
me through bis stable, bad an eye to business, knowing that 
ray stud was in bad conditbn. He asked me if there were 
any animals amongst his tut that I would Uko; and, having 
ascertained that 1 really did want to bny^ asked prices 
ran^^ng from one to three hundred taols each, so that I con^ 
cltidet.! lie had only offered his animals out of politeueaa. 
When we returned to the house, I learned that he W'os par¬ 
ticularly anxious to possess one of my silver watches^ one of 
which had oc>st me a hundred taels in Shanghai. This was 
an opportunity to tratle for haggago-animala, so I pretendcti 
not to wish to boU my w^atch. 
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I liaJ a capital diaacr s<!n'ed fi lit Chimliey and took leave 
of my tost, Min Ta-lowja, with a promiae to visit him 
again on the foUowiDg day. At the liotol I found tbe chief 
Tbibetan Mandarin waiting for me. Ho also was dressed in 
Chinese costumOj and^ though an old man, was very erect, 
andp unlike Min Ta-lowya (who was rather small for a 
Thii>etaii), exceedingly tall, standing fully six feet two. We 
had a long chat, which ended in his asking me to dine with 
hiin flome day. He spoke of my intention to go to Lhdssa^ 
and assured me that, as far as the Bathang officials were con¬ 
cerned, I need fear nothing, but that beyond tbe frontier of 
tlic Central Kingdom be felt certain 1 should be either 
stopped or maltreated, 1 did not force the subject of my 
departure, as 1 proposed to rest at least a week longer in 
Bathang. My guest had scarcely taken his leave, when I 
received a visit from tbe misaionaiies, who were; very anxious 
that 1 should not alter my intended route, but push on at 
once towards Lhdssa, and tried hard to discover what 1 had 
determined to do. I told them plainly that 1 would make 
on effort to reach Assam by the road from Bathang to 
Ttooemcdi, * and not attempt the Lhiissa route. The 
good Fathers were somewhat selfishly, though naturalLy^ dis¬ 
appointed at tills detorininatian, for if I should succeed in 
reaching Llid:^sa, there would then be no excuse for the 
AuthoritieB to keep them out of Central Thibet; and it wag 
natural to suppi>so that if the Thibetang mallreated me or 
anrested my progress, the BritLEh Government would resent 
s-uch intorfereDcci with one of its subjects, and teach the 
Thibetans to respect peaceable Europ^ina 

Thougti sorrj' to disappoint the good Fathers after aU their 
great kindness, I still felt that, as the object of my journey 
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■was to roach our lorUcin possessions by the most direct 
route, it was my duty to exhaust eveiy efibrt to reach Assam 
from Eathang before attemptLag to penetrate to LEiusstv, 
After their departure, and just as I was on the point of set* 
tling myself for the night, Philip ushered in another visitor in 
the person of Tang Ta'lcwya, an officer of the Chinese Com¬ 
missariat Department, who, besides beiog a namesahe was a 
fellow-lodger, and quite a character. He was nearly sixty, 
but carraed his age remarkably well, and affected the man of 
extraordinary constitution, to whom nothing was impoEsible, 
and was a passionate admirer of the fair sex. He wore 
spectacles, and was particularly proud of his huge leather 
thigh-boots, with the toes mast fashionably turned up His 
bands were very delicate, with fingor-naiJs of great length; 
and long pmotice in stroking his monstacbe enabled him to 
perform this little vanity to perfection. 

He entered into conversation with the most perfect ease, 
and very sooa showed that ho knew all about mo and my 
affairs. There was something about the man at once so 
comical, and yet clever, that 1 readily accepted his inritatiod 
to supper, having first, at his earnest desire, promised to 
accompany him to Lh Assa, if I should bo going that way, while 
I took carer not to let him kuow of my wish to go to Assam. 

It so happened that, accordbg to the internal economy of 
onr hotel, every lodger was obliged to cook for himself. 
Philip so far had acted os chej tie caishit for me, and offered 
his sorrices to Tang. Ho, however, would not hear of it, and 
assured mo with a wink, and expressive elongation of his 
ootnical fiice, that he kanw how to cook, and that I should 
have such a supper os would surpass anything on this side of 
Chen-tu-foo. So we adjounserl to the kitchen, wliero the 
Thibetan inmates of tho house showed, by the profound 
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respect With which they treated my compatiioii, that ho had 
ftiUy impressed them with a sense of Lis wonderful import- 
anoe. He had ordered the materiala for hia aupper, and 
fowls, pork, and Tcgetables wore aU ready to undergo a trans¬ 
mogrification into aavoury messee under hia akilftil touch. 

The three Thibetan women and a boy were engaged at 
their evening meal of butter, tea, and tannba, but tbey all 
flew about with great nlucrity to minister to the wants of 
Tang, who, with the skirts of his long Chinese coat fastened 
up behind him, sleeves roDed up, and spectacles nicely 
balanced on the tip of bis nose^ fiolcmaly and majestically 
brandislicd bis knife, and sot to work. Fowls and pork were 
soon reduced to proper Chineee cookable tdae, and converted 
into snvouty stews by the accomplished Tang, who, amidst 
Ills occupation, frequently paused to instruct me in the 
mystery of his peculiar style of cooking, which, he aamred 
mo, was only to be attained by coreful study. As I watched 
this strange character, aud listened to his dissertation on the 
art of cooking, I could almost fancy that the ghost of Soyer 
had visited Thibet in the person of Tang; and, indeed, the 
fellow dw elt with such foroo on good eating, that, in spite of 
myself, I grew awfully hungrj , wid my mouth watered os I 
watched the progress of out supper, which, when served up, 
proved worthy of his enoominma, and we eat until a Into 
hour. 

Tang informed mo that he infonded to start for Lh^ssa In 
a few days, ami it was agreed that we should travel in coiu^ 
pany ; an ammgemetit that proved so gratifying to him that 
the copious libations of .samshu with which he ratified the 
agreement, caused him, while bowing me out, to tumble 
dowu-stoirs. and come in violent contact with the door*post, 
thereby completely closing up one of hU eyes. 
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Next moniLagJiist m I was niymitiijg my pooy to pay a 
yi^it to tbe Lama^Ty, Taag made his Rppejimiice in a woful 
plight. A bandage over bis unfortnuate eye concealed 
nearly the whole of his countenance; but^ in spite of his 
disfigiiremcntj he hail lost none of his importance, and, on 
being joked about his mirfortiine by the women of the house, 
gravely assured them that their honso would, sooner or later, 
prove fatal to him, as it was hiiilt in a style quite unfit for 
the habitatiod of a Chinese gentleroan. 

Having promised to return and dine with Tang, I started 
for the lianmseTy, accompanied by Philip. Wo bad not 6ir 
to ride, as the building is situated less than a quarter of a 
mile from the west end of the town. My arrival at the 
gates of the Lamasery caused a great bubbuk fliindreds of 
Lamas swarmed on the flat roof of the hnildings wbicb com¬ 
posed the square block enclosed by a high wall, whUc nnin- 
bers hurried to and fro through the courts and passf^es in. 
a state of great escitemenh 

DUniounting outside the gate^ I left niy pony in charge 
of the gate-keeper, and entered. Scarcely, however, bad I 
passed the inner gate^ when a Lama, addresaing me in 
Cliinese, inquired my busineasL I inforined him that I w^as 
desirous of seeing the building, and, giving him my card^ 
desired him to present it to the Chief Lama, with a request 
for peiToLssion to yiew the Lamaseiy. He requested me to 
remain at the gate until bis return, and took my message to 
the Chief LamUu 

As he was absent nearly a quarter of an bour^ I amused 
myself by talking to those Ininas whom curiositj" hiwl col¬ 
lected around me. 

From where I stood 1 could see bnt little of the inteiior of 
the building. As much, bowovor, as was visible proved that 
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tile fame of the Batliang Latnasery wa» justly deserved. In 
tiie centre of tlie block of buildinga the roof of the sacred 
temple was plainly visible, its massive g&hl covering Hashing 
and gleaming in the sunlight with dazzling brilliancy. Un 
the roofs, and, indeed, evorywhero, the place was litemiiy 
aUve with roosters, wliich kept up an incessant crowing, 
blending in a chorus with the chants of the Lamas. These 
birds arc sacred to Buddlia, and aiimber, I was told, more 
than a tlioasand. None are ever killed, and their ranks are 
con-slantly sweUcrl by the donations of the country people, 
who b™g the chickens to the Lamasery as religions offerings. 
The birds are all csponH, and, like the Lamas, live a life of 
roUbacy. Not a single hen is ollowed to come within the 
building. Everything in the sacred edifice is dedicated to 
the woisbip of Buddha, and supposed to be free from the 
contamination of the outer world, 

I Doticed several nuns about, with shaven heads, but 
dressed in the oidinaiy garb of Thibetan women, with this 
difference, that thccoloiirand material of thoir dress were tho 
wmiq ns those of the priestly robes of green stuff These 
nuns are the abject slaves of the Lamas, performing aU tlie 
drudgery of the house in common with youthful novices or 
deacons. Tliey, however, in the outer world enjoy, like the 
Lamas, a aqpcrior social position, and command considerable 
mpect from both «Kes of the lay people. They do not shut 
thmselves up entirely i„ Lamaseries, like cloistered nuns of 
the Homish religion, but often live witli their families, and 
work at the housebold duties and in the fields. Tlmse nuns, 
bkc the priests, profess the strictest chastity, dedicating 
thems^-c^ entirely to the womhip and service of Buddlm 
Blit, from my own ebservationa, and from the openly- 
wpressed opinion of the lay inhabitants of Thibet, which 1 
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laid frequent opportuuiiiei) of hearing, virtue is a tiling 
uukuouTi amongst the prieBthood, and the Lamaseries are 
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I Just as I had begun to ho a little impatient at Ids long 
iLiieuec, the Lama tetumed with a message to the effect that 
»’ presence was not desire^i witbiu the building, as it would 
fcsettle the priests at their devotions, but if I wished to 
fcve an oflbrutg, m the shape of money, or anything dee, it 
fttild be accepted. As this concession on the part of tJie 
Jhief Isuua was meant as an expression of goodwill, I gave 
he messenger a tael of silver, and, with a feeling of disap- 
biutment, retiirued homo. 

afterwards found that 1 had reason to congintiiJato myself 


on my esdusion from the Lamasery, as many of its inmates 



rc suffering from small-pox. This fearful disease eommite 


lat ravages amongst the Tliibetan popuintiou; of whom 


lost evciy fourth person is disfigured by its effbots. It some* 


t^es becomes quite an epidemic, and an outbreak of sniall-poa 
excites the greatest consternation amongst the people. When 
oises occur in a town, the Lomus oouiikI the families at¬ 
tacked to remove to the mmintains, and seal up their Iiousos. 
Should the sick persons be unable to bear removal, they are 
shut up in the house, fdl communication with theua being 
prohibited, and are left to die or recover, os tiie case may be. 

At the hotel I found Tang awaiting me, with a triumph of 
his culinary skill in the way of dinner. By way of adding 
ray shore to the pleosraes of the table, I produced n bottle 
of port, which the good mis&iouariea had sent me the doy 
previous. Mi. Tang pronounced it esgcllent, and declareil, 
with a Eolema shake of the head, that people who could 
make such wdne as that, must know bow to cook. While we 
were smokin our piiKS, the two Tliibetan Mandarius joined 




travels op a pioneer OP COMitERCL [Cu. IX. 

iiSj Rntl IhQ diief <)ignitAjy irsTitctl Tang anJ mj'wlf to break¬ 
fast with liiiti the next day but one. His deputy had brought 
a large black unile for me to look at> wliich he oRcred to 
swap '* for my wateb^ if^ on trial, it euitod me, of which he 
WSU3 coafidenL 

Ais I IiEul now been a week in Bathang, it waa time i 
broach the topic of niy departure, so 1 mfomed the Manda 
Tina that I intended to Icewo in three or foiu daysL Tbei 
silently exchanged significant glances, and the chief officia 
Tcmarkcd that be feared 1 would meet with some trouble in 
1 attempted to proceed to Lhiiesa, the precise nature of 
which, however, he professed himself ignorant of, save that 
he had heard the Lamas say that I should not be allowed 
to enter the sacred kingdonn I was satisfied with having 
annotmeed my decision to proceed, feeling sure that if the 
Tjimas and Cliinese had determined to stop me, I shoulc 
liear more before lone; 

Tho mulo proving satisfactory oa the trial ne.'rt day. ] 
handed over my watch, ivith which the Mtuidarin was al 
pleased aa a hoy with a new toy. During the momitig 
which wo spent in looking over bis Louse ami stables, he 
pulled it out, to examine it and listen to the ticking, nearly 
a hundred times, handling it as delicately as though it were 
made of glass. Next day, when 1 met him at the Chief 
Mandarin's house, he pulled out the watch v.dth a vciy long 
face, saying that it had stopped speaking, and he was afraid 
to wind it up lest he should break it, Nothiug could exceed 
his delight when 1 had once more set it going for him; and 
during the rest of my stay in Bathaag he brought it ereiy 
morning tc be W'ound up. 

On.r breakfast, consisting of fragrant tea, cold ro^t mutton, 
stewed fowl, fish, and a variety of vegetables, waa suddenly 
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iTitcmiptcJ by tlic cntumca of a Tliibetan slave, who, trem¬ 
bling and ill breatblea^ a^xeatii, informed bis master that 
Tang Koopah^fi gun bad gone off, and billed Ibn: Ta-Lowya^s 
soTi 4 n-law, This anooimoement, as may be imagiuftb threw 
the whole party into the greatest oonfusion^ and I started off 
for the hotel, foreseeing out of this unlooked-for accident a 
long deteotioD, if not absolute danger However, just as I was 
leaving the room^ my Thibetan boy;, Lowdzung, presented 
liimself and from him we learnt the true state of affairs It 
appeared, that soon after I had left the hotels Hio Ta-LoAvya’s 
son-in-law, in company with two Lanias^ had called, and not 
finding me at homo, had detennined to await my return; and 
by way of beguiling the iim% they had oommeiicod to examine 
my baggage. Having found my rifle, which I kept ioiaded. 
Under my hlanketa, they hnd submitted it to the closes L exa^ 
mination; of course the poor fellows were utterly ignorant of 
their danger, and tvere horror-striekon when the ritie went 
off, knocking over and Etunniog the young man who held it, 
and inflicting a aovero blow on the face of one of the Lamas. 
Fortunately the bah, parsing tlirougU the window, lodged in 
the opposite wall, without doing further harm, 

Tlic two Ijamag fied, leaving their oompanion as they 
thought dead, and hence the story which was brought to usl 
As to the young fellow, even after he hmi i™overed hh scat¬ 
tered senses, it was some time before he would believe that 
he was not shot; nn<l when at hkst he was convinced to the 
contrEUT, he mn home, and mounting his pony^ rode off to a 
distant village to bide his Bbnnie. 

Long before w^e bad heard the whole of the story through, 
the absurdity of the affair made 03 nil laugh, and we resumed 
our seats at the bronkfast table, greatly relieved. 

In course of convcisatioo, I rclatctl how' we hunted and 
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r^iHl Dll hcsrsebaek \u Boglund^ flutitbe for tlie first 
1 lcani.t that th^ ThibetADS are pasgioaatdj foaJ of Lorso- 
lacmg i botb tlie J^LmclariTis Tsorc entliiisiiista, aud owoers of 
rival racing stables, which were always competing for the supre-- 
macy. Our tuif-talk soon became exciting, and ended in an 
adjouruinent to the race-coarse, about a quarter of a mile 
from tbc village. We all rode down, and tbe two Mandurini? 
each had two of their racing ponies bronght out on the 
ground, 

Tlie course was a good level piece of turf, about 500 yards 
square, which also served for n parade ground for the Chinese 
troops. 

Tho ponies equipped with the heavy Chinese saddles, with 
immense flaps and short stirrups, were led up to the starting 
point, where they w^ere mounted by Thibetan servantsj huge 
men, weighing not less than fifteen stone. At a sigual given 
by a Clilnese soldier, off the plucky little animals started, 
doing their 500 yards at a tremendous pace, the legs and 
arms of their dders fiying about like tl^ anik of a wbdmill 
Each pair of ponies mu three heats* the first in two heats 
being doclnred winner. Ta Ta-lowya’a stable w^on the day,much 
to the chagrin of Min Ta-lowya, who however* as the race^ 
were not public, soon tegained his temper, and backed his 
ponies against those of his rival, for the forthcoming races 
in tho summer. 

These annual races are quite an important affair at many 
of the larger towns in Thibet. On these occasions the people 
assemble in their best attire, pitch tents near the course, 
and keep up a regular pie^uic festival during the few days of 
sport i while at night, dancing and singing succeed to tho 
day's sports of horse and foot racing. 

Fortunately for tbe racing ponies, the course run over 
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ncjvcT exceeds 500 jarda, pace for that dklauoo beinff the 
d^ired object; and coDsiderlng the weights carried, the pace 
isaplondid^ indeed^ for theirsbc^ which mrely exceeds thirteen 
hands two inches, these Thibetan ponies might challenge the 
world to produce their equals either for speed or endnr- 
ancen 

After spend LDg a very pleasant day with Ta Ta-lowya^ I 
returned to the hotel, where I fotitid my friend Taug, whoso 
black eye had kept him at home;, in a voiy Bolemn mtjod, 
shaking his head^ and acting altogether in a very mj^teriou^ 
manner. At last^ after Indulging in a series of pantomimic per¬ 
formances, ho signified that he had something of very great 
importance to communicate j having carefnUy closed the door 
and windows of my room^ ho Infomed me that during my 
nbsence, the writer, or chief man of business of the mis¬ 
sionaries^ an old friend of his^ had called to see him, and in 
the course of conversation had hinted, finst tliat he had bettor 
not allow the Englishman, Tang Koopah^ to travel in his com¬ 
pany to Lh^sa; and thenp after stipplying Taog with some 
excellent samshu, had asked him as a favour to break the 
engagement between ua^ whereby Tang w^as to escort me to 
Lhfissa, and assist me 09 far 09 possible. The reason for this 
request was, that he wonted me to bo stopped by the Thibe¬ 
tan authoritieSp by whom, indeed, ho hoped that 1 should bo 
maltimted, os in that case the Indian Government would go 
to wor, and open up Thibet; and then the Cliristians and 
miasionoriea ivould be able to go to Lh^ssa^ whence he and 
his brother had been eivpeUed os Christians, and obliged to 
leave tbeir drug shopp in the bonds of a knavish Chhieiie, 
who bod robbed them. So 1 was to be the cat to pull the chest¬ 
nuts out of the fire for the Christians in genei*al, and Tangos 
friend in particular. Greatly surprised at this revelation, 


262 TRATELS OP A PIONEER OF COMMERCE. [Cpu IX. 


\'ch\c\i thrciv a lifjht on tdoiiy tking^n, I at onoQ seot Philip to 
the Mission, to roquet tho presence of tbo individual, whom 
1 found 80 nncspectoclly interfeiing in nij affiiixs, Philip 
had strict orders to say nothing of what tvo had heard, and 
the f&How, evidently not suspeeting that Tong had hetiaye^l 
him, fioon made his appeamnee. I at once tased him with 
his perfidy, and he was so completely taken ahaefc^ that for 
some time he could not speak, and when at hiEt he found 
utterance, it was to beg me not to tell the missionaries^ 

i oonsidcred for some time, as to whether I should inform 
the Fathers or nut. On refiection^ 1 thought it best not to 
trouble them with the matter, feeling, of course, cert^dn 
that they were not privy to ibeir employe's &cheme ; so 
contented myself with forbidding the man to visit the hotel 
again, unless sent by his masters, during my ^stay In Bat- 
hang. 

I knew too much of the Chinese character not to under¬ 
stand that Tang had betrayed his countryman^ in the hopes 
of being handsomely rewarded, and in the evening I pre¬ 
sented him with n sUh coat; he, of course, refused it, accord¬ 
ing to OUinese etiquette (for a Chines gentleman always 
refuses a direct gift)j however^ 1 sent the coat up to his room 
and heard no more of it, 

Next day I received a card from the chief Chinese itou- 
durin, Tz Ta-lowya, with a megsags that he would vimi me 
on the TOOTi'ow. I felt certain that this visit meant much 
more than mere ceremony, and that the etruggle wdtti the 
autliorities was now ahout to begin; for it was pretty well 
known throughout tlie town, that 1 intended to kavJ in a 
day or two. No trouble had been spared to let me know^ in^ 
directly, that 1 would not be allowed to go on to Lhilssa; 
even the missionariefi, while they pressed mo to make the 
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Attempt, f?eenjec], from oxprefisiOQs which fell from their lips, 
to wnsidcr it hopeless Tlia ofScid^ had expected that I 
would maho the first overture. I knew, however^ that if it 
were resolved to prohibit my jonmej to Lhfssa^ I must have 
notice to that effect, and was quite prepazed^ and, indeed, 
waiting to bear from the authorites. My fnend, the Thibe¬ 
tan Mandarin, had evidently declined to meddle m the matter, 
and now the Chinese Mandarin was obliged to interfere^ 
One thing I had made up my mind to, and that was not to 
return unless actually forced to do so. 

Sfy purpose now was really to go to Assam. If forbidden 
to proceed to Lb£ssa, my professed goal, I might by way of 
compromise, and to apparently avoid complications, offer to 
take the Rooemah route, and thus attain my object without 
appearing to do so; for should the Chinese suspect me of 
wishing to go to Assam^ I should be stopped at all hazards. 
Nothing is more oontraTj to the policy of the Cljincso 
Government and Lamas, than the introduction of Assam tesL 
The Chinese on their part dread the loss of their valuable 
wholesale monopoly, to maintain which they give the Lamas 
the monopoly of the retail supply; w'ho, by this means, held in 
absolute subjection the people, to whom tea is a prime neces^ 
soiy of lifo. The Lamas, on their part, fear tlmt with tlie 
introduction of British trader tho teachers of the new re%ioii 
would come, and free trade and free thought combiaffil would 
overthrow their spiritual sway. A proof of their hostility to 
the opening of the Assam tea ttmle, had been already 
afforded by the prevalent rumour that- a quantity of tea hod 
been destroyed by oixler of tho Lamas on tlie front iei^ of 
Zy-jiil; and though this proved to be false, yet it is a 
that a guard is inamtained to prevent all such importation,^ 
and I myi&olf was destined^ both now and in a subsequent 
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journey, to exporieuee their detcrminatioo to prevent the 
intm-sion ot the detested Poliq. 

I was toe anxious all night to sleep, and at aa early 
hour next toomiug, before I had fitiishcd drxissuig, the ad¬ 
vance guard of raguuiuffins, whicti coiupoiie the esoort of a 
Cliinese Mandariu, arrived at tlie hotel ■ gougs were beat¬ 
ing, and the crier, who nlwaya precedes the procession, stood 
JU front of my door, orderbg, in a bud voice, al! idle persona 
to stand aside, as Tst Ta-lowya, the magistrate, was coming, 
I had only just time to put on my coat, and go into the outer 
room, to recoiTe his honour, who throwing aside all Cliinese 
etiquette, rushed up to me, holding out his hand to eliake 
mine "English fashion," and comDienced bowing and scraping 
like a dancing montey. When seated in tlie inner room, he 
grew calmer, and the follow iug oouvorsation took place, which 
I give, as noted in my journal immediately after his visit. 

J/uTirfan'ii.'—lyaw ! ao this is the great English mer¬ 
chant 1 Ah, I am glad to see him; bis people are the dear 
friends of China; they always help China; veiy good, very 
ffOorl. 

—Your hf>B.our is vety cicmdescaiiding to cal] m the 
friends of ChLqa^ it k too great aa honour; while jour very 
great kindness in coming to my poor hotel, shorn me that 
you Arc a grejit aud good mim. 

lyaw! you speak like a Ta-jen. Ah? a gi-eat 
people the English; their merchants are os rich as viceroj's; 
they are not like French mem 

rour honour Lis traveUed a great deal, and per- 
7iaps £c^u niucli of luj ootiuiryiueti^ 

jl/andar«k—I came here direct from Pekin, sent by the 
Fioperor. I saw the BritiBh minister* nl Pekin last year. 
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Ab. A groat man! But I have foigatten to tcU the Knglish 
fnerchnut what I have come for. T^Tiea jou first arrived I 
was sick and could not come to ms you j yesterday I beard 
that you tntetidied to start in the morning, lyaw ! I could 
not let you go without comiog to see you, and now that we 
know each other, will you not stay four or five days that I 
may have you to dine with me. that we may become great 
friends^ and show tbo Lamas that you are not a Fronchmaa T 

Myad/.—1 am exceedingly sony, but I hove been so long 
aiTay from my friends that my heart is sick to return to 
them ; besides, I am at a great expense every day, living at 
an hotel 

jlfictndan'n (putting a hand affectionately on tny shoulder), 
—look into your face and my heart is glad; I muat be 
your rriend. To speak truly, 1 understand that the Lamas 
intend to stop you at Kyan-kha, four or five days* journey 
from this place; now if this happens the Viceroy at Chea-tu, 
myself, and the Maudariu at Kjmi-kha, will lose fae&* 1 
have only heard that you are to be stopped. I do not know 
for certain ; but I like Englishmeu, and feel it my duly to 
help you. If yon will remain five days here I will send to 
Kjau'kha and inquire, and in the meanwhile see the Thi¬ 
betan Mandarins and Lamas here, and hold a council with 
them. Perhaps yon can be eent by a small road, au out^f- 
tlie-way path, to Lfiaesa; if not, then you will huvo to return 
to Pekin, hut 1 hope the Lamas won't interfere. 

VoTir honour speaks cleverly. Of course I will 
stay here five days to oblige you, and in order not to cause 
trouble at Pekin. I hope, however, that ycur honour has 
been miamfonQcd. The Emperor’s people in Thibet would 
not dare to disobey the Cheu-tu Viceroy’s order, As to going 
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back, that is imposaiblfc If T do so it iiPoiilil be aa insult to 
the Viceroy; andj besides, if 1 retiira from Bathang. when I 
complain to the government, the Thibetans will say we know 
nothing about tho man; he never iahs in our country, but 
returned from Bathang. Your honour will therefore see that 
I must go on until I am either killed or imprisoned; and if 
tho Emperor’s people kill or imprison me I fear it will fantiig 
trouble. 

—lyaw t don't talk in this way, you make my 
heart ache. Ah 1 this is dreadful. 1 will make it all right if 
you will only stay here five days. If on Englislinian is 
stopped in this eountty there wiQ be dreadful work at 
Pekin. 

Myself .—Your honour understands that I cannot go back 
unless I am arrested. 1 should be very heart-sore to cause 
you trouble above all people, but you know as au English 
merchant 1 liave a rigbt to travel in the Empire of China, 
tmd I cannot give up that right unless I am made to do so 
by force. 

.IfcMKlan’ii.—Yes, yes, I know if you are stopped there 
will be serious trouble, but do not fear, I w’dl make it aU 
righL Will you come to my house! \Vhat do you eat 1 I 
will order my eook to furnish you with mcala. lyaw 1 J am 
glad to see an Euglishman—a great people—only tradem— 
not coming to insult the religion of the country', like the 

Frenchmen, who are the cause of aU tho trouble m this 
country- 

With these flattering remarks, and a repetition of his 
grotesque bows and scrapes, Tz Ta-Iowp took his l^vc, and 
Laving seen him into his chair I returned to ray room, quite 

convinced of om thing, that 1 should not I* allowed to jw to 
LLiissa. 



Cii. DC.] THE SlAXDAMK IN DIFFICULTIES. 


2^7 


The MiiDdahu seat for rne next day, and after a good deal 
of small talk^ he asked me if 1 Iiad thought about proceeding. 
I replied that 1 was now only waiting for the 6vie dajA to 
expire to continue my journey. Upon this he told mo that 
he had received a private letter from the Gfiin&se minister at 
saying that the Lamas had given him notice that I 
should not come further than iCyan-kha. I replied that I 
was sorry to hear it^ but would oertainly go on, and if the 
Emperor's people stopped me it would be no fault of mine. 
The Chen-tn Viceroy Lad given me a passport authoririug mo 
to go to IMssa, and I would go on until arrested. Poor 
Tk IVlowya grew very much alarmed at this, and "begged me 
to help him out of a difficulty by gDing to Burmah through 
Tali-fooj sayings if I would do bo he would send Chinese 
soldiers with me to Tali, and I should travel free of expei^e. 
This seductive offer I refused, alleging the clausa of eur 
treaty, which forbade mo to travel in rebel country. 1 told 
hltn^ however^ that m order to keep him out of trouble I 
would go to A^u-^ua (as the Chinese call Assam) if he 
liked. On hearing this he jumped up and embraced me, 
saying I a good man —he had never thought of this road 
~1 should have a guard, ivhich I ixuild send liock on reach¬ 
ing the frontiers; and he would have passsports drawm out at 
once; and my visit ended on his asking me to dine with him. 

I left the Ya-inuu full of hope. AJI aocMunts gathered, 
from traders, who travelled regularly between Richong aud 
Eoocmab, agreed that A^am w jva distant but twenty days* 
journey, and if all went well, I might perlia]>a iu another 
mouth reach Calcutta. This dream was soon dispelled, for 
tw'o days after my visit, the Mandarin called to tell me that 
the Lamas would not hear of my going to Assam, or Adzara 
as they call itj, since the road by through port of the Ceatral 
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Kingdom, and tbey w«re determined that I should not enter 
iL 111 tbe evening he came to see me bimsolf, nnd appeared 
disappomted that our little armngemeat bod fallen througb. 
He then flatly informed me that I must either go to Bunnah 
x-id Tali-foo, in Yunnan, which be assured me was free from 
rebels, or go back. I could go on to Eyaa-hbu at my own 
risk, but it would be useless as troops were already stationed 
on the Irontiers of the Central Kingdom, I replied at once 
that I would go to Yunnan, provided be would give me a 
passport, and a letter saying that I could not go through 
Thibet. This lie would not do, but offered to give me a pass 
if I would give up that of tbe Chen-tu YLceioy. This 1 
refused. He grew excited, and fairly entreated me to agree 
to his tonus, saying tliet the Climese miniater at 
receives large sums of money from tbe Lima government to 
keep out foreigners (tbia I had heard both from the mission¬ 
aries and townspeople), and if any evil hefel me in attempt- 
bg to enter the Central Kingdom, I should get no help from 
the Chinese authorities. 1 adhered to my detonuination, 
and Tz Ta-lowya left me quite crest fallen. 

It was the 31st of May. Svimmer was advancing, and I 
bad yet a long journey before m& I bad made up my mind 
to go to Yunnan, rather than risk deteatiem at K^^n-kba and 
tbe failure of my funds—now reduced to 150 taels; and 1 
now* became anxious for a start Sly ha^age-animals were 
quite fresh, A mule which had become useless from a sore 
hack, 1 had given to Miu Ta-Lowya s son-m-law, in rctnm 
for a capital mule which he bad sent as an apology for 
havbg eatered my room m my absence,—with this and the 
animal I hod purebased from Min Ta-Lowya I was now well 
off, having one animal to spare. The few preparations I had 
to make were soon completed, I IndJ b previsions for six 
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days, chadgcd some good Cliidcsc sycee for tlio inferior silver 
id Use id Thibet,* and, Ending it impo^ibie to Lire a mao^ 
few Thibetanij wEl work as servants, if they can help it, 
Philip engaged ao elderly fetnalo m a geneml servant, who 
was oho to act as mtorpretor; for Loft'djsung^ mj Thibetan 
bcy^ could not understand the dialect spoken beyond 
BatbaDg, In hiring this ser^'ant I took care not to say 
where J intended going, so as to lead the Mandarin lo 
believe, until the Inst moment^ that I intended to ^ to 
Lh^saa, Directly, however, that he heard I was ready for 
a shni.,besent forme to the Ya-mun, He once more pressed 
me not to attempt to go to Lhibsa; and offered to give me 
a passport and guard for Ynnnam and idlow me to keep the 
Chen-tn Vioeroy^a pasa. To this arrangement I agreed, much 
to Tz To^Iowya'a delight, who promised to let mo have my 
passport next day. On returning to the hotel I found the 
good missionaries waiting for me. They weno greatly dis- 
appointed at hearing that I intended to gO to Yunnan j but, 
of eoiugei there tvtw no help for it And Father Desgodins 
took leave of me to ret uni to Ten-gin, a minion station on 
the right bank of the Lan-tsan-kiang, five days^ jouniey from 
Bathang. 

There remained but one dxiy more for me in Bathang ■ and 
as I had nothing to do, 1 devoted the greater part of it to 
exercising all my baggage-animals : saddling them all, I 
mounted my new mule, which I ehristeneelJacob, and rode 
a few miles round the suburbs of the town. The road led 
me along the bank of the small stream which 1 had followed 
down the valley from the Taso mountains, and which joins 
a larger stream flowing through the plain of Batliang to 
the Kin-cha-kiang. 
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Ill thifl ndc I kad an opportunity of ’ivitnesssiiig ong of tbe 
two modes by wbicb tlio Thibetans dispose of tbcb- dead. 

Several bodies^ exposed on the banks of the fitreMn* wore 
beuig devoured by crows and bnoards, wbicb soon leave 
nothing but the skdetoDS, which arc washed avi'ay by the 
summer rise of the stream. The Tliibetiiiifl beUevc that as 
each buzzard, gorged with its foul repast, jsoars into the 
hcavenSp a portion of the spirit of the deceased is t^en 
up to heaven. In the case of rich people. Lamas arc em¬ 
ployed to divide the body into small pieces^ and enny it up 
to the top of a hill, whero the vultures and buzzards soon 
dispo^ of it Interment of the dead is also practised; but 
ordy amongst the poorer people^ who cannot afford to employ 
Lamas to perform the ceremony of exposing Hie body. 

Next day^ iieeoiding to promise* I received my passports,— 
a Ttiibetan ono for Atenae* on the Lan-tsan-kiangp eleven 
days' disUinL and a Obiaose pass for Weiseo. Tlie messongcr 
was onoompanied by Sz Ta-lowya^a cook, bearing a large 
tmj, on w'hich were about twenty dishes, forming a dinner 
which he begged me to accept as a mark of firiendsbip. And 
in the afternoon I received like presents from each of ihe 
Tliibetan ifandanns, who came to eaj good-bye* and to 
arrange about my guard, which I now found would consist 
of Tliibcton soldiers instead of Chinese—a change that I did! 
not object to. In the evening my old friend Tang dined with 
me, who, tokjjig advantage of the oocasion, drowned his 
sorrow at our partbg in plentifol potationa And, alas I for 
human nature, just as ho had finished embnicing me for tho 
hundredth time during the evening, bo subsided under the 
table, from beneath which he vtm lifted by his servants, 
and I never saw him again, as I started the next morning 
before he had slept off hi^ samshu. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BATHAKG TO ATENZE. 

I ftTO Harriet tiTsawaTea^Mutrimafilfll —Hotber Hilt’" Eobbed of 

mt aioraij—A Son^ liat no 6npp!!r-^to|i|wd cm th& BooDdaiy—Hofciawl 
food at THEtajj-ta- iJwditti Tbc Mmt-hiijihrr oT Jeaund^ 

—A Torribk Womm—Tsali Sb«i—PiMadng it SncHT-ddll—First Tiaw 
of the 

Tite promifieJ escort made ita appeanmeo at an oatly hour 
in the poi^nfl of two iMJf-hreed coolioe^ who, for the oceasion^ 
had assumed the swagger and bullying air of Chinei^e fioh 
dierg ; to me, however, they were very attentive, and we 
were soon ready for a start. 

Quitting the hotel amidst the loudly-expressed good wishes 
of a large crowd assembled to take leave of " Tang Koopah/' 
we po^ed through the towiL Before almost every bouse a 
small group stood waiting, and with bows and waving of 
Lands saluted me* reiterating kindly expressions and prayers 
for my safety. 

Once clear of the town, my Uttle camvnu settled dowTi to 
the march ; and in two hours we struck the left hank of the 
Kin-cha-kiarg, running southwards m a deep, swifts but 
jiruddy stream, about 100 yards wide. Hovering over the 
stream were hundreds of small bluish gulla^ such as I had 
seen at Hankow and far inland on the rivers of India. 

At noon we lirdted for breakfast near a largo grovo of 
walnut-trees, Before I had time to disniotmt* a group of 
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yoMTig girlfip gaily dress&ed and decked with garlands of wild 
flowerB, came out of the grove and surromided me: some of 
them keM mj niule j while Others assisted me to alight. I 
was gurprised at their kind attentioDS i but at once concluded 
that I tad oome across one of the pic-riiic parties of which 
the Thibetans are very fond. So, without tlie least hesitation^ 
1 followed my little guides into the gm%'e; there, on a patch 
of velvet sward, near a bcantiful little spring, another party 
of girls and two elderly women wore busily arranging a feast 
of cold roast mnttom cakes, tea, sugar, sweetmeats, 
and walnuts j while the grove echoed with pcala of merry 
laughter. The gi-eat attention paid to me by the group of 
girls, w^ho had at oaeo constituted themselves my hand¬ 
maidens, and their familiarity with my uamo, loft me littlo 
room ta doubt that my arrival had not been unerpected* 
11] e whole sceoe was so arcadian, and the romantic effect so 
irresistible, that, though struck by the remarkable absence of 
the male seir, I gave myself up to the influence of the situa¬ 
tion, and waited with languid curiosity for the 
of thk pleasant little adventuie, 

Tlie little wnitresses at once supplied me with pipe, 
tobaocq, and a light } and when, at laat, one of the elderly 
fmnales anoounced, in Chinese that, *' food was ready/" I aat 
down in a circle of merry, joyous girls, who vied with each 
other in anticipating my wants, ■ 

A brisk morning march had fully prepared me to do justice 
to the viands, as well as the samshu, in which I pledged 
^dph-like attendants, \V lien their pressing entreat!^ 
failed to make ^ Tang^^ eat any more, they handed me my 
pipe; fmd 1 throw myself back on the grass, and yielded to a 
fit of w^tle-buUding. From this state, however, I woa soon 
roused by the girla, who came up in a group, puUing along in 
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their midst a pretty girl ofsktcen, attired in a silk dross, and 
adorned with garlands of aowcra I had already noticed this 
girl sitting apart fmm the others during the meal, and was 
very mneL astonished when sho was reluctantly dragged up 
to me and made to seat herself by my side; and my astouish’ 
mant was conaidorably heiglitened when the rest of the girls 
began to daace round us in a cirdo, singing and throwing 
tb e ir garlands over myself and my companion. 

1 was beginniag to feel that it would be as weU to move, 
and rose for the purpose of giving orders to snddlo, when 
Philip came up, looking very foolish, and, with a long face, 
said, *' liVeE, sir J this b a bad business. That young girl. 
Sitting beside' you, has been sent instead of the sem-ant I 
hired; and they liave mamsK? you to her]!" My first 
impulse was to roar with laughter; but tlio next moment 
T realised the serioui; awkwardness of my predicament. That 
1 Lad become a victim to a custom of Thibet, of which I was 
not altogether ignorant, wag apparent; and the idea of en¬ 
cumbering myself with a useless girl was drcadfullv startling. 
The grove; before so cool and pleasant, became dark and 
stifling i tho limbs of the walnut trees, which I bad been 
placidly admiring for their gigantic proportions, seemed 
transformed, as by enchantraeat, into the arras of demons 
uplifted to clutch me. For a. short time I sat utterly be¬ 
wildered. At last, boii'Cver, I called np the two elderly 
women, who proved to be the aunts of my bride, and mformed 
them tliat it wag not the custom of English men to many 
stmnge women or buy them; and that they must taka back 
their niece. Upon this they set up bud lamentation, and 
in which all the girls joined. Tlio clamour soon brought 
several men aud women from a noighbouring house ; and 
I was unajiimonsly pronounced to be a great scoundrel, who 
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wbhwl to cast dijsgrace upon & respectable family who bad 
given me their daughter. 

It was plain that I was in a fijc. To cast off the girl would 
probably give dire offenoe to the Tliibetans ■ sOp I decideii at 
once to choose the least of two ovile^ and take lior with tnop 
puqwsing to hand her over to the Calholie Sietcre in Cal¬ 
cutta, in the event of njy arrival there. 

The poor girl was quite willing to remain behind^ but 
the people around and her mints would not hear of it Tlie 
latter scolded her soundly for doriug to hint at it; so that 
at Jast^ she added her enti'eaties to me to take her, lest she 
should be beaten when she got home for Iiaving cried. My 
consentp however^ at once restored good humour to all but 
myself, and all parties prepared to go. WiLli a bad grace I 
handed over ten taels to the sisters os a dowry ; and then, in 
the bearing ofalh addressed Lo-tznng, for such was my bride's 
namep desiring her to regfkxd and address me in futuro as 
“Foo-chin*” father. Thus^ in the space of two bouru, I was 
married and possessed of a daughter. 

Thoroughly oppressed with the rosponrihility of looking 
after my new charge, I hurried from the scene of my mis¬ 
fortune; Having placed Lo-tziing on my mule, w'e n?com- 
menotd our mat'd], escorted for nearly a mile by tlie little bevy 
of girls who had acted as bridesmaiik They then took leave 
ftf us, each, in turn, embracing Lo-ti:ung, and then haiiJiug 
me a small Iwuquetof llo trers,accoinpatilcd bjr a short spcsech, 
gcncmllj’ to the effect that T must take care of my wife and 
l>e kind to her. 

This scene of leave-taking was vciy affcctmg. It was 
accoaipiuiicd by aa abimdaoco of tears or the part of tlie 
young girls; and its conclusion was a great reltef, the more 
so, that ] waa iwinfuUy conscious that tlio rascally guards^ 
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atiii even the boy Low-dzang* were enjoying tbe clii^comfiture 
ovident od toy counteoeoee. Indeed^ tbe guards every now 
imd then gave vent to their DCtirlb in bur^ of laughter, 
which made me feel a atroog desire to give them something 
to cry for, 

Our female escort loft us at the foot of a high hiU^ which 
we at once coninieneed to ascend, and^ having gaiuod the 
summit^ Lo-tKiing dismountetl for the jiurpose of praying ai 
the foot of one of the largo mounds of stones wbiehj aa usual in 
Thibet, marked the summit Diese cairns^ sometimes thirty 
feet high, mv erected by traveHera, who, when passing over the 
Eummit, odd a few stones which they have collected in the 
ascent* and mutter ptayei-s, tkimas, passings erect polea^ 
with pieces of stilk, or Kbatah^ elotba attached, to resemble 
hags; and no Thibetan ever possea a cairn without adding 
a 5tono or two to the heap, and saying a pmycr. These 
piles, besides reminding the traveller of hia duty to Buddha^ 
are veiy useful to point out the passes to strangers traversing 
the mountains. 

Ijo-tzung having contributed her quota of stones and 
prayers, gave nio to UDderstaud that, in order to semre our 
future happiness, she must Lave a couple of Khatab cloths to 
attach to the Ikgataffii:; and tlicrie was nothing for it but to 
uupaek one of the baggage-animals, and get out the scarves 
of felicity " (t). Having given them to the young lady^ I was 
inwardly codgratulating myself that now, at least, we should 
be able to continue otir march^ for the afternoon was wearingp 
and our station for tlie night was slUl distant But my 
matrimonial emharrassments hud not yet ended* It was nc* 
ccflsary for SIE to lio one of the “acarv'es of felicity" to the 
llagstaff, and kneel in prayer with my bride. This I peremp- 
• ^ Ar|M^CLdLx IV* 
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torily refused to do; but poor Lo-tsnmg shod such a tomut 
of tearfi, and informed tno in JJiich heart-broken accents that 
if 1 did not do this wo shonld not bo happy^ and that slie 
especially would be tni^rable^ that there ivos nothing for it 
but to comply. And* there, on tlic summit of a Thibetan 
tnountain, kneeling before a heap of stones^ my hand wet 
with the teats of a daughter of the country^, I tnuttcred curses 
on the fate that had placed me in such a position. 

About 5 pjr. we reached the village of Soopatoug, a ferry 
station on the left hank of the Ktn-eha*kiang. The place is 
famous for fisbji* ntitnbers of halthreeds being engaged in 
the fishery In the winter^ and acting in sniiiincr os ferrymen, 
iifiing small fikin-boats for the piirpofiCH Neset morning w'c 
crossed the Kin*cha by means of the large wooden feny- 
hoatJB maintained by the Chinese govemmentj and ha^'ing 
followed the right bank of the rivet for about she mih^ $tnick 
off to the south-w'est, and ascended tbo famous Robber Ht ll, 

Our two guards, who, np to this pointy had never laid aside 
their swaggering demeanour, sub^ded the moment we left 
the river, and diiriag the ascent of the hill were absolutely 
dumb from terror About half-way up the as<M>nt per¬ 
ceived two heails stuck on bamboo-polea. Their owners luid 
belonged to a gang wldeh at this spot hail, the week before, 
nuurdered a party of Chiueso tea tnvdcrs on their way from 
Yimi.au to Bathaug. The Soopalong military Maudarin. oa 
tearing of the outrage, had gouo forth with his gamaon and 
given battle to the banditti, two of whom had been captured, 
at the coat of the lives of ten of his soldiere, and the heads of 
the robbers l,ad been set up the week T«foro. to terrify their 

The banditti of this neighbourhood are famous tlirougliout 

A tkiiid of 


Cii. X J 


nOBBEE lEELL. 


277 


Thibet, uml defy alike the CMneaie and Tbibetmi autboritiesjL 
Liviug^ in the fastneaws of the meuntains, tJiey bold the 
more peaceable inbabitouts ia complete tenon Nothing will 
induce them to betray the robberSy and in order to seeuxe 
themselves from the depredations of the freebooters, they 
screen them in ail cases from the authorities. When aocused 
of filieltering the ljanditti> in order to save themselves from 
the consequenoes, whole families fiee to the mountains^ and 
swell the robber ranks. To make matters w^orse, it is a well^ 
know n fact that all the chief Thibetan authorities^ eyca those 
at Batbang, have a secret understanding with die freebooters ^ 
for a fee to any of them w'ill generaUy repTCidnee stolen pre- 
perty, and even pass a traveller unmolested through the 
robber district, 

Fortmiately for us, on this occasion we ascended tlio rebljer 
hill in safety, and now entered a cold, wdutry climate. On 
all sides rose huge touuded mountains of limestonej covered 
with gross, relieved Iiere and there with sombre pine-woods. 
Wo put up for the night La the village of Kung-ze-dln^ at 
the house of a Thibetan chief, or head man, and were: hospb 
lably treated. Poor little Lo-tzung ivas the envy of the 
youug ladies of the house. Her silk bridal dress became the 
centre of attraction; and when, following out the plan that I 
Imd adopted on the previous night, I left her in charge of the 
chief's wife, the surprised looks of the young daughters of 
the house plainly showfed that they thouglit me a very cold 
bridegroom- My behaviour was, however, more favounibly 
view'cd by the more influential members of the community, 
for, duiing the evening, a Xiamuj. in high repute for piety, who 
lived neaTj seat a present of Ituy^ tsanlm, cgp^ and a fowl^ 
with a mcEsogOi that it w'os because he had lieoid tliat I 
acted aa a father to a daughter of his country. In this house 
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yto caiU 0 flcross^ for the first what we afterwards foiiml 
e^mmeii m the Thibetan housej^^ namely, the me of pine 
apUnters aa a substitute for caBdlos. E^^cry room has an 
iron ntcnsilp like n gridiron, hanging from the rafters^ on 
which the pine splinters are btimetL The smoko from thosfe 
primitive lamps is very oficosive, and with that of tlie fire^ 
which are.goneraUj lighted in the centre of the room udiIct 
the opening in the roof which iJone serves as a chimney^ 
renders the Thibetan houses almost iinbeunihle, mid produces 
much siQoke-blinduess amongst the elderly people. 

By tho smoky light 1 tried to take the portrait of a 
Lama rcrident in the chief’s hoiiseholdi^ bub ™ discovering 
my intention, he w^as much discomfited, and, ivith strung 
expressions of dislike, left the room, and would not again 
venture into my company, Whether it arises from religious 
scruples, or Buperstitiona dread, I know not>biit I invariably 
ex))erieiiced the same invincible repugnance on the pait of 
all Lamas to have their portraits attempteiL Our party was 
reinforced next day by tw'o womenp sent by the chief as 
guides, according to the terms of my Thibetan passport* 
women being substituted for meu, on Ivo-tssung's account 
The oooly guards should here have quitted us, but volun¬ 
teered their company, to v^Lich, unluckily^ I made no ob¬ 
jection. 

AV"e continued our journey through a gra^lually rifling 
country, wooded here and there* and about noon, emeiging 
from a denfic pine wood, enlereij on an elevated and extensive 
grassy plateaiu We had scarcely cleared the trees, when, 
about a mile cJistniit, we descried a small band of horsemeti 
bearing down on us at full gallop. Immediately calling a 
halt, I turned to inquire of my guards the proiiable inten¬ 
tions of the approaching party, wdien, to my surprise, I saw 
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the RcouiiJrek, who had remained at the edge of the pbteau, 
ami BnloiuJod my baggago-pony, just disappearing into the 
forest* cwTjiiig bet weeo^ them our stock of btitter^ Jioar, and 
ilrie^l fish, whieli we liad kid in at Bathang for the journey 
to Atenzo, now eight days' march distant. 

Ill tbo face of the approaching eavatcadcj pursuit was 
impracticablej nor dared I fire upon them, well knowing that 
if I once shtsd blood, I should never carry nay life out of the 
country. Tlie strange hoisetueu wore rapidly nearing us, 
and there was only time to get all the Ijaggage-nnimals 
together, and secure thorn head to tail, before they dashed 
up to ue with a chorus of yelk Without appearing to 
notice them, I placed myself at the head of my little party, 
and marched on, Philip guarding the rear with my double 
Euiictd, Lo-tzuug perched behind me, and my boy, Low- 
dzuagp leading the string of baggage-aniniak We prooeeded 
in this order for nearly a quarter of a mile^ while the otheu^ 
kept galloping round us in circles. At lost one of them rode 
up abugside, and commeoced to shout at luo^ accompanying 
hia oration with insolent gestures, and^ seebg that I was not 
iuclincd to notice him, put his hand on his sword. Without 
betraying any sign of haste or fear* 1 drew my revolver, 
and, cocking it, calmly looked at him, still proceeding at a 
slow walk. Seeing me thus prepared, he galloped off, and 
joined Ida party* who wheeled tu the right about, and made 
for the villf^e of Pa-moo-tan, now just visible, nestled at 
the foot of the mountain barrier w hieh stretched aero® th^ 
plateau. 

As soon as our eccentric visitors were well out of sight* 1 
called a halt, and held a council with Philip, The loss of our 
provisions was at this juncture n most serious calamity* Wc 
still hail two baskeU of brick tea^ but tea would scarcely 
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f^rv^ to keep its alive during eight days" march. To divide 
our party by purstiit of the fellows who had robbed ua, wus 
out of the quoation; and, to add to our anxiety^ little Lo- 
tzung told UB thatj by their dress and features, she had 
recognised the armed party who had just left us, as soldiers 
from Lli^sso. However, 1 deLermined to continue on wank, 
aiid^ after a hasty breakfast of hot tea, we again fell into the 
line of march^ 

About 4 P.M. we anived at the village of Pa-moo-^tau, 
which we found full of E^amas and armed metu The vil¬ 
lagers^ instructed by tbe Lamas* would not upon tbeir doors 
to us, and* after irj'hig in vain at eveiy hom^ in the place* 
we at last discovered a door open which led into a yak stable 
under a largo houi^. Into this I marched my party, and 
sent oflf Lo-tzung to the head man with my Cluuese and 
Thibetan passports. 

Tbe girl shortly returned* accompanied by a servant of the 
head man, who ordered the people of the house to give ns 
straw for our animals* which they furnished at once. He 
then delivered a message from his master^ to the effect that 
he knew nothing of me, but that for the ^ke of my wife he 
bad ordered straw to be given to our outflow As for myi^lf 
and servants, we might get provisions the best way we 
could* but no one hi his villago should supply m So hei-e 
we were* in an evidently hostile district, with an eight 
days’ march before ua, and absolutely without a morsel of 
food. 

Strange to say* in the face of this great dlfficnlty, my 
spirits rose, and I felt determined to push through, at all 
events, to Yunnan. If tbe worst carao to the worst* 1 could 
always kill one of my baggago-animols* and get a supply of 
food that way \ so, in order to keep up the spirits of plucky 
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little Plulip adJ ibe lj4>yp Low-tlKungp I ligkbeJ my pipOp and, 
botweeii occoisiaiial whiffs^ iDadc the raftera of the okl yak 
stable, now my palace, ring again with the ttine of " RnJe 
Biitaimia." Tlie people of the bouse and several Liuiias 
came to see what waa the matter, when I changed my tune, 
ami sang them Slap lang, here we are again ] " accompa¬ 
nied by comical gestures*, which apparently raollificJ their 
feelings, for one of the Lamas spoke kindly to Lo-tznng, and, 
as the evening wore on, some women, accompanied by the 
Lanm^ brought her sis egg^ and a cup of milk. Tlici^e she, 
like a dntlfid daughter, presented to me, and joined the 
women of the house at their evening meal of tsanha and 
butter tea. 

The hoy Low-dzung liad, fortunately, a pound or two of 
tsanba with bimp and, like a true child of nature, sat down 
to a meal of tsanba and water, in which he consumed his 
whole stock. Philip and I took a raw egg and bsdf a cup of 
milt each for onr meal, and, settling onrselves comfortably, 
commeuced a long and anxious watch for morning, not daring 
to sleep bolli at once lest our fimmals should be stolen; for 
L(ytzang, on joining us after her supper, had told ns that tlie 
people of the house suspected that we would be attacked by 
the Lamas and soldiers daring the night. We had a number 
of auspicious-looking viaitoKi, but a rcfiolute display of my 
rm?olver kept them quiet.. 

Poor little Lo-toing was very unhappy* and cried nearly 
all night, for she was afraid we should all he murdered. She 
bud hoard that the Lamas had pruhihltod the people from 
f^pplj-iiig us With provisiotis, and that three hundred soldiers 
were waiting fbr me on a hill that we ^should have to pass 
next day. However, when daylight appeared were aU in 
capital spirits shortly after dawn* left the inhospitable 



boubdury between tbe Central and Efk^em kbigtloms of 
Thibet. Shortly after we entered on the plateau, a party of 
aome two or three bond red mounted ^Miere ifslowly Jetfsended 
the boundaiy^ mountain, and lialted at the foot 
In order to teat their real iatentiong, I made towards 
them, 03 though intending to ascend the moiiatauL On tlib 
they drew up across the path, and waited until I approaeheii 
them to within fifty yaids, wbon they hsdled me, and, pre^ 
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village of Pa-moo-tan, accompanied, as before, by two women 
sent by order of the village head man as giddos. 

As we left nil was quiets and we kept on our way unmo¬ 
lested ; and having ascended the hill which frowns upon the 
village, we entered on another gmiKy plateau betwetsu two 
high ranges uf grassy wave-like man □ tains. 

The LhAssa route here turned sharp to the north, and, as 
1 expected* tlio range of hills on our right proved to be the 
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scnting tlicir matchlocks, with matchoa ljyn}ingT onlured me 
to halt, or they would firo.- 

Hukiiig, tie desired, I dtsmomited, and lighting my pijje, 
walked up to them in cotnpaniy witli Philip, mid entCTCd into 
coaversatioii, inquiring the meaning of their behaviour in a 
cool but pleasant manner. They were greatly astoniahed at 
wliat they termed the Paiiii*s audacity, hut, on being informed 
that I did not mean to force a passage to Kyan-kha, and 
really intended to go to Yunnan, a number of them dis¬ 
mounted, and having extinguished their matches, seated 
themselves beside me, while the rest kept their position. 

1 displayed the passports, authorising me to go to Yunnan, 
and told diem that th?y were foolish to hinder me from 
going to Lhdssa or Assam, as I was nothing more than a 
peaceful trader, and askeil them w hy so many soldiers had 
Ixien sent to arrest one man. This question made them 
sraile, but at first elicited no direct ansiver. They, however, 
evinced a timorous curiosity about the wonderful guns, which 
they said had been described to them ea terrible death¬ 
dealing engines, and begged that I would fire my revolver. 
On doing 80, each diaebarge was greeted with shouts of 
“ Ablay ! ” a favourite Thibetan esdamation of admiration 
or surprise. I reloaded in Ihoir presence, of coutse telling 
them that f had put In enough powder for a thousand shots. 
My evident friendliness thoroughly won those children of the 
mountains, and they became quite oonddential, saying that 
my avowcrl intention of going to Yunnan had given them 
great pleasure, us their orders were to stop me at the rihk of 
their lives, but not to hurt me; and they liad fancied, from 
the description given them of my weapons, that I should 
have killed a great number of them. 

After smoking a couple of pipes with them, we separated. 
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The soldiers retraced their fiteps lialf-way up the mountaiiii 
anti tbeu rode parallel with, our course until we turaeJ south- 
’^vard agiiiii for Yuonati* 

As we proceeded we were tantalised by tho sight of 
pheasants and deer in abundnnee ■ hut though the tempta¬ 
tion to stock onr empty larder waa painfully strong, we daied 
not go in pursuit l^t we should give a pretext to the Lamas 
for attacking us. So with longing looks we pushed on, iind 
gradually descended into a less elevated countiy. the grassy 
hmestone mountains being succeeded by bare hills of a 
clayey Sand, with huge square masses of sandstone imbedded, 
thelower sidc^of these boulders being rippled with watermarks. 

During tho confcrcnco with the soldiersp the two female 
guides had quietly decamped, and it was not until we came 
to tho spot whoro the track turned off to the south that I 
missed them. I was almost glad to he rid of thein, aa they 
hod been forced to accompany us, and did so wdth an ill 
grace j but^ ere long, w'e had reason to regret the absence of 
the guides, for we soon lost our wuy amidst the numemus 
yak-tracks which crossed each other on the mountains. 
However, by keeping a southerly course^ towards nightfall 
wo came upon tho vLll^e of Tsung-tza^ which^ luckily, 
happened to be tiie first station from Fa-moo-tan on the 
road to Yunnam 

At tho entrance of the village, wo met a party of young 
girls returning from a pic-nic party, who seeing Lp-tzuiig, 
who fltid wore her bridal di^ss^ omunpauied us to tho head 
naan^s house. Hinging and dancings 

This receptiem led mo to liopc that I might here procure 
fluppUcii, but alas, I woa doomed to bitter dUappoiutiiicnb 
The whole male popiilatiou reemod to lum out, and «\ijice a 
desire to become violent j they, however, thought better of it, 
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and towards dusk left ua alone. Neitber for numolves nor our 
animnla could wo got a bito^ tliough we offered to [lurclinae 
tsanba for ite weight in siItct. The t^fo days" bunget aod want 
of sleep, had so told on me, that 1 fainted from sheer exliaus- 
tion, wddle poor little Philip, too tired eron to make himself 
some tesip bathed mj forehead with water, I soon recoyered, 
nmi ft pipe of toljaeco nlkyed for a time the pangs of hunger. 

After coDsidembIc trouble, we brewed about four gallons of 
tea, and gave our baggage animals three pints eaob, which 
the poor tilings eagerly sucked up, and then reaignedly laid 
down, utterly worn out. 

Neit moroitig, after another night of watching and anxiety^ 
I again begged for some provisioiis, but the people continued 
obdurate, and we were obliged to prepare for a start nearly 
dead with hunger. A Lama, to wdiom I applied* pleading 
that 1 was dying of starvation, merely answered that I should 
not have come into their country. 

As soon as the jaded baggage aniinals were loaded, I 
applied to mine hoiSt for two guides, and nt first he indignantly 
refused my request; but when I infonned him that I would 
remain mid die in his house, and commenced to nnloud the 
baggage, byway of Eiriyiug ont mj threat^ his son volun¬ 
teered his services. 

Just as we were starting* a me^ugor arrived from an 
uncle of Lo-tzung's, who lived in a village a few' milos distant, 
and my little charge, who had jostordRj begged me to send 
her back, as she was afraid of dying, fiorrowfully bade nrto 
good-bye, and left for her unde^s bouse; it was a great relief 
to be rid of my poor little daughter, especially as Lo-tzuugV 
absence left me a spare Tnule, in case I should be compelled 
to kill one for food : an alternative that I iisserved for the 
Iasi extremity. 
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The henJ miLo's mn, biiving Ci>ticiticte[l UB cut of the 
village, coolly told us to bo off, ajid by way of expediting our 
movements, threw a stone at me, hitting my saddk-mtile on 
the head, which drew from a crowd of men, who had foliowcil 
U3, roai^ of laughter, and a shower of atones. 

Hunger had rendered mo Moiticwhat savage, and it waB 
with a great effort that I managed to keep cool, and ride off, 
Tljc villagcns, however, eniboldened by this apparent submis- 
sivencss^ charged after ns in a body^ with savage yellsw 
l!atf;ers now looked i^rious^ and I at once wbealed about^ 
ordering Philip to fire over the heads of our assailants, while 
I drew' my revolver and did likewise ; this display of fight on 
our part, had the desired effect, for the enemy tied, and wo 
w^cie left alone to punuie our w'cary marclL 

Our position w'aa apparantly becoming hopeless^ ITungcr- 
ing and wnthout a prospect of food# we ran the risk of losing 
our way^ for the bewildering yak-iracks rendered it irapos- 
aiblo to distinguish the right path. Yet neither my biave 
Philip, nar the boy Low-daung, oven, hinted at turning back, 

I had observed, when holding the conference with the 
soldier at the foot of the Boundaty mountain, a gigantic 
range of snowy mouniaius^ running almost due K, and S,, 
rearing their white peaks and ridges far above the surreund- 
iiig mountains, and at onoo recognised them for the range 
described to me by Father Desgodins^ in Bithang, m forming 
the right bank of the Lau-tsan river, and according to my 
Chinese map, the roatl to Tim nan lod along the left bank. 
These mountains were now visible, towering above us on 
the right, a lesser range only interveuing, which I concluded 
formed the left bank of the Un-tsam As long m 1 could 
keep them in view, 1 had Uttle Ibar of iiotually losing my^H 
and wc carefully foUoived the broadest track 
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About noon we csirae to n wooden bridge, spiiiiiiizig a 
strefitn of considembk siaa, flowiiig to llio S.K, marked In 
tbe Cbmese map ns a tributary of the Kin-oha-kiang, lU 
vvaten* were coloured; ao in the abaenco of any 

name aseigited to it by the Chines^* I nariie<I it the Vermi¬ 
lion Rivm Having oroased to the right l»aak, we followetl 
the Htream for mvcml mile« along its course, between lofty 
liilb rbing on either band, at an angle of 75 or 80 degrees, 

We were dowly proceeding, aullen, and iniliffbrcnt to 
ever^'thing but the desire of reaching the no^t station, whoa 
the whistling of a buUet> within a few feet of nio^ sdninltone- 
ouhIj wnth the report of a gun, quickly roused all mv facul¬ 
ties. In the direction of the report a large party of men 
appeared, high up, near the moutli of a cave on the opposite 
bank of the stream, I had scarcely time to make the obser¬ 
vation when we were greeted with a volley; we were evidently 
out of range of the matchlocks, but several halls dropped 
amongst us, and one hit Fhilip'^s mule, which resented the 
lil>erty by throwing up its keek and depositing him on the 
ground \ foUqwing up Lbeir volley wltli frightful yells, the 
banditti, as they ovidontlj were, charged down the moujitaiji 
townnk usl 

I oonft^ that for a moment or two I foU very mnek like 
making a bolt, but a momout’s reflection show^ed mo that I 
could not do so without losing my baggage animals^ and I 
determined to fight for it; sn, dismounting, I made a liarrier 
of the body of my mule Jacob, an example quickly foliow^ed 
by Philip and Low-dzung. In this order wo w'aited until the 
robbers got within a hundred yards of us, when laying my 
double Enfield over Jactpb's back, I took a steady aim at 
them and pulled trigger. If a thunderbolt had fallen amongst 
the Ijaud it could not have created greater canstematioia. 1 
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diatinctlj the Hplintera fly from the i^oodon stock of ono 
fellow's matchloekp and another soonndrel threw up liis 
evidently hit^ hut not so severely as to prevent him following’ 
his com|)aiiiona np-hill at double quick time+ 1 thought 1 
woii]<l jvist give them a further proof of the power of my 
weapon^ and waited until they had got away three or four 
hundred yards, when sighting at seven hundred yards^ I fired 
and stnick the mountain some distance above them ; this 
made them stop for a second or two^ when again taking heart 
of grace they hurried on, and reaehiug their cave dashed in 
pell-mell like so many mt^ dow-n a sewer. 

My delight at the result of this engagement was slightly 
dashed by the thought that 1 hail probably mortally wounded 
one of the robbers; iu which case it was not at all improbablB 
that I should be foUow^od and shot from behind a tree or 
rock: however, by this time the constant expectation of 
coming to grief bad eettled down into a dogged indifference 
that I had felt once before in my life, when in a gale of wind 
in the SoutberTi ocean. The ship, in wdiich I was the otdj 
passenger, sprang a leak; for sevcTal days the w^ater, despite 
the crew's exertionB, kept gaining on the pumps^ and as the 
truth gradually forced itself upon us that our sinking was 
merely a question of time, wo grew perfectly m<liffcrent, 
eating and sleeping as though nothing unusual had occurred, 
only the quiet and serioua ojrpressiou of all conntenanoea 
spoke of the ah^pce of hope in our heart^s^ ThiL^ it was 
with our little party now. We kept on doggedly, much 
oppressed aith the excessive heat> and m the evening reached 
tlie station of Jossundoo, consisting of two musk 
cabins, in one of which we found shelter for ourselves and 
animals, and above all a kindly welcome from the hunter. 
Our host was very poor; a long ruu of ill luck had left him 
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wittiout tuTifilt to buy powder, aiul to ndtl to hh misfortum?, 
bis wife bad died a few tkj^ boforo, leaving to life caro 
four small cbildren. The poor follow was heart-broken^ anj 
seemedp Hto oiirselveSp rtducod to the last extremity; hfe 
chief article of subsfeteuoe wty? a sort of creeper growing on 
the mountain; hut be possessed two she-goats^p ajid the tnilk 
from these be divided Iwt^vecn Philip and myself, giving us 
each about balf-a-pint This with a chiiple of hard-boiled eggs 
served irs for supper^ and was the first food we had tasted for 
forty-eight hours. Low-dzung shai-ed the boat's tsanba, and 
T added a present of bnck lea; for this the gratitude of the 
hunter knew no bounds; he would have killed one of life 
goats for qsj but this I would not permit I was glad, bow^- 
ever, wdien I saw him lop off sevemJ largo branches from a 
Widnnt tree growing near hfe cabin smd give them to my 
stan^cd cattle; the poor brutes lpoke<l at the glnsssy green 
leaves for a moment or two as if they doubted iJidr own eyc- 
sightp and then fell to on them, emnebing up the hrnncli^, 
some of wbieh w'ere an inch in diameter,as if they were straws. 

The mpeoi of tlie country wm extremely dreary ; liara 
limestone mountains rose abruptly everywhere around us in 
chaotic oonfu.sion; no cultivation was vfeihlo, but in some 
places patches of withered scrub clothed the rnountain stdea, 
affording cover for numbers of pheasants and tragopnns,— 
occasionally the siimautcf some more than usuaUy lofty peak 
covered wdth forest would stand out in bold relief to the sur¬ 
rounding barrenness and in such places as tliesfe the Inmtors 
stalked the musk deer. 

After a watchful nighty for we still dreaded the banditti 
in the ncighbaurhood, who as the hnnter Informed us with 
a laugh were brotber sportsmen, we continotsd the march, 
our host^e son, a lad of ten yearn acting as gnido, to the 
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vlllftgtt of Tsuli, where .we were proTisions coiiltl be liaJ 
in plenty. From the hunter’s cnbin our roiul gRulually led 
us upwarris until we entered a finely wooded countiy; we 
passnl several bouses^ but the inbnbitnuts were either nbroiwl 
or dii^inclined to admit tu, for eveiy bouse was locked, and 
but for the barking of wnteh-degs all was perfectly stilL 

About ten o’clock we came across a large Hixrk of sheep. 
The eight of tlicm inad<f our tnotiths water; and, on coming 
up with three or four men in cliargc of ihetn. wc at once 
entered into negotiations for the purchase of a lamb; but the 
fellows treated the request nutU scorn, and told us to Ire olf. 
So Philip threw them three mpeea^ and, bending down, tritli- 
ont further ceremony, lifted a nice young lamb on to the 
front of bis sarldio. The owners picked up the in pees, appa¬ 
rently .quite indifierenti and we cfintioncd on our way 
rejoicing. 

Shortly after noon wo stopped at a road-Eiide house, ancl 
wiiBTO at once admitted by a woman, who turned out to be the 
only person at home. Philip immediately prepared to kill 
Our lamb, while I attended to the boiling of two eggs which 
the woman gave me. It seemed as if, with the prospect of a 
good meal, all oitr cares had vanished ; and 1 was sitting, 
patiently waiting for the eggs to boil, when suddenly I heard 
an agonising ciy of, « ilr. Copper 1 come quick, sir.” Hushing 
to the door, I saw Philip, with hared arms, a knife in one 
baud, and holding on to the Iamb with the other; while a 
stalwart Uma was trying to drag it away from him. 

On seeing me the Lima dropped his hold of the lamb, and 
commenced yelling at me in a frantic manner. As soon as be 
Ktoppwl to recover breath. Low-dznng informed me that tho 
fellow claimed the lamb, and insisted on its being giren im. 
This T refused to do, saying I was starving, and had paid 
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throo its viiliic j Imt, ns I diii not wish to Iiato n rote, I 
■would give tlireo rnpcc.s moire* 

During the alteittition titunlxjrsofmen^nnned with match* 
locks and the long TIubetan knife, seemed to spring from the 
ground, and, while J was in the act of taking the rupees from 
my pocket, a follow nuddenl}' pinioned my arms from behind. 
An elderly virago, of huge proportions, planted hereelf in 
front, and commenced a furious assault on roe with a 
cudgel, aiming vigorous blows at my head, which J avoideil 
only by moving my head from aide to side, thus allowing the 
blows to fall upon my shouldera Tlie giant, wlio held me, 
almost made me frantic hy yelling in my ears; and I was 
deciilcdly getting hadly used, when Philip at last aliandoned 
our precious lamb, and came to my rescue. Having got my 
rifle, he pointer! it at my captor's head, causing him to let go 
his hold, wlieii, turning sharply round. I strotclied him on the 
ground by a well-planted blow on the nose, receiving, at the 
same instant, a frightful blow from the female fuiy behind 
me, wliich laid my head open, and for a second it seemed to 
bring all the stars into my eyes. She was about to repeat 
the dose, when, with the little remaining strength 1 po«* 
sessed, I poked her in the stomach and stretched her along 
side her assistant in the fray, 

Low-dzung, whom until now I had always looked upon ns 
rather soft, had, during the encounter, with wonderful 
sagacity, replaced the packs, which wo had unloaded! to 
rest our animals; and, the moment I was fine, Loth Philip 
and myself mounted and rode off; not before, however, 
both men and lama had disappeared, together wit It tlie 
Iamb. Thus, in the place of a meal, I got a severe beating, 
and, what was w'orse than all, in my baste to be off, foigot 
the eggs which the good woman of the Louse hod given me. 
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ITuirying ftway, ns quick fin possibly, from tlie scene of tbe 
disaster, and followed by the screams and cursea of Uie ter¬ 
rible female, we continued our marcb for tbe village of Tsali, 
about ten miles distant, fearing every moment that some 
of tbc armed men, who bad so suddenly appeared on the 
scene, might quietly iJot us from itebind some rock or tree. 
Nothing happened, however; and towards sundown we 
reached the village, aituoted in the centre of one of those 
plateaux so common in Thibet. 

Ill size Tsali might almost bo called a Thibetan town, 
numbering, probably, 100 houses. On our arrival the place 
was extremely quiet, and we tried nearly half the liouscs 
Ufore we could gain admittance; but at last an old woman 
opened iier door, ami we soon found ourselves Iioused iu a yak- 
shed, where we stowed oumelves away along with the baggage- 
atiimals. A present of two taeb induced the old woman to 
give us about twelve pints of barley for our animals, which, 
with the exception of dried sticks, yak-dung, and the few 
walnut branches, given them by the musk hunter, was the 
first ■■ square ” meal they bad eaten for three days. For om^ 
selves ehc brewed some butter tea, and serred it up with 
tsanba, which we converted into ponidge and eagerly de^ 
voured, iu epitc of the horribly mncid butter uisecl in the tOA, 
About eight o'clock in the evcDiBg a Lama and two men 
entered out shed by the light of tlie yellow-piae torcbea. 
They at once asked, in a peremptory tone^ for tea. Thinking 
that a liberal present of tea might convert our self-iavited 
into frieoJs^ I ordered Philip to give tho Lama a bricky 
pving llie meUp at tlie same time, a handful each. Having 
carefully etowed tlife away^ the follows demanded more; aiid^ 
on thia mpiest lioing refuaed^ they coolly laid hold of the 
remaining basket, and were tunuiig to leave the room* Tliin 
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would not do j ao T quiotlj^ but qmckJy, rop09ae$i^ niyiself 
of the bosket WliOTOupoii out ii^w th&ir kui^ca onJ my 
revolver i and a sbot from tho lotter, firi^ cloae jiast the ear 
of tuy nearest prodoced a startling effect, I liatl 

drawn the weapon and replaced it in my bosom so quickly, 
ofler firing, that in tho uncertain torebJight, they bad 
evidently not seen it; and after glaring at eacli ether for 
a moment, with a cry of terror they fled^ droppingj m tlieir 
baste, tho tea which had been g^ven them at fiisL 

Feeling certain that they would return with reinforce¬ 
ments, wo set to work at once to barricade the door of onr 
shed, piling np haggage^^ pack-saddleS| and straw^ of which 
there was on abki]idanc& 

Thns secured against a surprise^ we felt more at ease ; hut, 
eur pino-splinters becoming exhausted, we were soon left to 
kcepan ansioua watch in tho darln A wretched hidf-hreeiicaoly> 
who had followed in our rear all the way from Bathang, and 
hatl joined us this evening, eried w ith fright the whole time. 

Philip, about cockcrow, discovered tho end of a Giinese 
cancllo in his saddle-hag. By the light of this we quietly pro¬ 
ceeded to saddie-up and, when we were all ready to march, 
cleared away the rcist of the banicade and left the pLoce. 

A£ we Bikntly, but quickly, made our way thmugb the 
vdlage all was still. Tim stai^ were shining brightly over¬ 
head, and the freab, cool hreeae of nioniing seemed to lend ns 
vigour- 

For tvfO hours wc kept steadily on, the half-breed now 
doing good service as guide; and when daylight broke WO 
rested awhile at tho foot of a high mountain^ which hounded 
tVie Tsali plateau ou the south, and pitrtook of n slight meal 
of dry tsuuba, washed dewp with a drauglit of clear cold w^ater 
from a moiuitaiu torrent closu by. 
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Bj ntHJH liatl aoArlj occDiupikhed tlio asoout of tho 
Tsali Slian or mountain* In a hollonear the aiumtnitp 
wo overtook two oBiocm of the chief Tliil>etaii Mandarin iu 
Bathaug, who immediiitdy TecogniseJ me i and, seeing the 
worn-out condition of the iMirty^ at onco gave ordorft for a 
halt. 

They were escorting a caravan of several thousand baskebi 
of tea to Atemje, and had with them a larj^ jmty of nnnimted 
soldieriip ami about otX) tea-laden yaJt5, bc^dcs a great niunbcr 
of holf-breodsj as drivens^ and coolies. 

Our friends soon prepared tea (real dowcry Pekooi brewed 
e^presaly for tne), rice^ and roast cuutton. It need not be told 
liow' great a blessing was thb meah and I ooul J UteraLly ijave 
bugged my bests on sitting down to it 

Ah soon m the cnivingti of hunger hod a little sulfided, 1 
related tho unpleasant ai.Iveutures wbicti bad lately befallen 
and as I described each incident, with Low-tbuDg's help> 
to tho motley crowd of soldiemi and drivel's scattcredr in 
vadous attitudes^ around me^ same lying down, and others 
loaning on their long matcldockyj in eager atteation, tlicy 
gave ejcpreaaion to their astoniFsh merit and adtu nation in a 
chorus of ** Al-lajs.^ 

After an hour or so thue spent, the word was given to 
march. Wo sooiip bow^ever, came to a regular »Und-stiU 
near the aummit of the puss. A brgo hollow, about 101} yards 
across, fuU of snow, softened by the spring tliaw', pre^nted 
an almost imimaabJo barrier; for, the moiiiciit either yaks or 
mults put thdv feet qu it, they sank up to their LdliciJ, aud 
lay after douudering for a few- miuutea, utterly belplcsa 
High, overhangiug cUda luado it impuasible to go round; 
llio ouly pa.s lay UHJ yaixb in froat of through a deft hi 
the moimtaiji-fidge. There wa*i uothiug for it, therefore, Lut 
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to get thraugli tlie snow ^mellow j m wo kaltod and uhIuulIlhJ 
the stiing of jaks, spread m a nioviJig black mass far down 
til a side of tbo niounlaim TMs operation was completed in a 
ve/y tdjort time, soldiers and coolies going to work in right 
gi>i;Hl earnest Tben, about lUb yaks were driven* peU- 
moU* into the snow, with the aid of stonea hurled from the 
slings w^hidi the drovers carry, and uso with unerring aim 
aud eflfect on tlie hind-quarters of the patient y&k% w hieh^ in 
the present case, evidently thought a quiet seat in the snow 
preferable to the stinging sensation of the stones i for tliey 
plunged into it, and, those unable to proceed, quietly Jay 
downp while others walked over them, and lay down in front. 
By this means the whole herd got over ; aad their passage 
across haviug trampled the snow into a hard mass, they were 
n^arched bumk and reloaded; then the yaks, followed by the 
soldiers and pomes, all got safdy over, aad wo surmounted 
the crest of Tsali Sh43m 

The caravan made its way down the nioantain so slowly 
that we pushed on ahead, and striking a mountaiu-stream 
which took its rise near the summit^ followed ite decoding 
course. The path, if so it could be called, led over irregular 
nuisses of rock Riding was impossible; and our poor 
animals picked their painful steps with difficulty over the 
rugged surface. Occasionally the mountains closed in, 
leaving but a narrow' channel for die stream, in the bed oi 
wdiich piles had been driven, and Bupported a narrow 
timber causcw'tiy. One moguiliccnt gorge, winding between 
its w^alb of rock for neven laileB, I named Duncauson Gorge, 
after a kind friend in Shanghai* Wheru the glouit wiiicaed 
not between the gorges, the less precipitous slo|]e^ weru 
covered with tea-oil trees; while, over tlic white masses of 
Howera^ hovered clouds uf the coinmon white butterHy* 
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In tJie aftunicKsn tc tlw brinks of noothor torrent^ 

falling' into the and the united waters formed a con¬ 
siderable stream. TJie wooden bridge* by wliicli the road 
crossed* proved to be broken ; and it was necesssaiy to fortl 
iLe fitreani, a work of some diffieuUj to the tired men and 
poiues of oar piarty. 

Towank evening the rays of the deolioing sun lit up what* 
at first* seemed to be a line of clouds j but were soon made 
out to be anow-cIaJ summits* on the western borkon* far 
over-topping the interveuing mountains This was the gimt 
range west of the Lan-tsan. Eighteen hours of toilsome 
marching were brought to an end by our arrivaJp at 7 
at the villi^e of Tong^ on the right bank of the stream which 
bad been our companion from Tsab Sban. 

Whether from the effects of the long strain of ktigue or 
anxiety^ I know not* but on arriving at a house and receiving 
a cordial welcome from tlie inmates* I staggered into tho 
room where the family were taking tbeir evening meal, and 
iainted. Nothing could exceed the kindness of my ho^tsi 
some of them carried me out, and bithe^l niy face at a 
spring running close to ibeir door ■ while others attended to 
Philip, who had "becoiue hystericij, and entfed by vomiting 
violently. 

The uttentions of our good-hearted basts soon revived us; 
and we were comfortably stowotl aw ay in a straw^hiid (there 
being only one room in the Uousc)* wliere we were served 
with a large bastn of boiled rice and milk. 

As for otir cattk, they ivere up to tlieir kueea iu fresh-cut 
green wheat, enjoying thoinBelveii to their heart’s coutoni 
Sleep, of which we were so mneb m need, seemed a Jong 
timo in coming to our relief; nnd it was not till nemly mid¬ 
night that I fell iwui a deep slumljcr. from wliicL the women 
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of tbe botL^ did mt touso me until neKt day at noon, wlmu 
they brought me another basin of rice and milk. 

Tlie Iwrder town of Atensse was only eight miles distant ^ 
1 therefore^ much agMiiat the wbbes of our entertain™, de¬ 
termined to start for it, atnl about one o'clock left them, 
amidst kindly oj^preEsloiis of sympathy and grateful aeknoiv- 
ledgments for a liberal present of tea. 

TLo kindness of these people;^ compared with the hostile 
behaviour of those amongst whom we had lately t>een tra- 
^vUingj confirmed a suspicion which bad been aroused in mo, 
when we overtook the Bathang Mandarin's officers at the 
Tsali mountaii], viz., that to their misrepresentations wo 
owed all the 01-will displayed by the people, who, doubtless, 
Jiad roceivod instructions to throw every obstade in our way. 
Indeed, I aftenvards had positive proof that. In spite of the 
apparent friendliness of die Thibetan Mandarins, they liad 
exhausted every means within their power—short of taking 
my life—to hinder me from proceeding beyond the village of 
Pa-moe-taru 

From the summit of a high hUh which we ascended shortly 
after leaving Tong, the Lan-tssan river fii^t opened to our vieW| 
running in a deep, muddy, and impetuous stream, IdO yanb 
wide, at the foot of the gigantic snowy range which had 
served as Our landmark from Pa-moo-tan^ A slow march of 
some four miles gradually led us into the moimtalns from 
the VaUcy of Tong, and w'c eiiteired a fine undulatiDg coiintiy, 
beautifully woculed : grassy slopes, like ornamental lawns, 
wero dotted with the gnarled oak and luxuriant chestnut 
trees; wild straw berries w are abundant, and gODsebony and 
red currant bushes, in great nurnberti^ w^ero laden with 
blussoiJL 

When descending the western slupo of this mo Liu Lulu W‘e 
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£Ge[iie(l to wiilfc oil beds of swett-scscutoJ wild Hcjwtm 
Soowdrops, tow^wxlB tbb sutnuilt, peeped from the gras& m 
myriftds, aiid> lower down* buttencupii sad a large apcciea of 
wild hyacinth, with blue bellJiko flowors^grewin the greatest 
profusioiL 

Half way down the mountain we halted uoder the shelter 
of a latge oak, until n passiog shower spent itself. In a few 
Tuinutes the rain-cloud passed aw^ay^ giving place to brilliant 
sunshine, w'hich soon cleared the ba^e eiiuaed by tho ndu^ 
and displayed to onr view the town gf Ateoze, lying at our 
feet ia a hollow^ formed by four ranges of lofty hills running 
dovrn to the same point 

A prettier view than Atonze and its environs, as bclield 
from this spot^ had rarely met my eyes; and it was with nil 
cRbrt that I at last tore myself away from coutempLaLmg tbe 
lovely JaniUcapo spread, aa it wcio* at our very feet 
As we rode down tbe mountain numbccs of large 

silver-grey hares scampered about disturbed in the act of 
nibbling the wet grass j and doeks of Iwgc bronze-winged 
pigeons uttered their soothing notes from almost every tree 
and shrub on the moiiutain-side. I was charmed witli the 
approach to Atenze* aud entered the town rojoiciag at tlie 
prubpect of a rest and freedom from anxiety. 

Wo aoou found ^.junrters at an hotel, and, thanks to iJie 
half-breed landlord, a capital dish of Imiu, eggs, and potatoes 
was soon forthL-onvmg, wluch, as mine host remarked, wo dis¬ 
posed of liko proper travellers. Immediately after dinner I 
sent Plidip to the Cliinesc Mandarin with my passports for 
examination ; aud wdiiie ho was alisent, I tuructl into l>ed at 
f r,M„ and did nut wako till eigbl o dock next nioruiug. 


CHAmK XI. 

TUE TBIBES Of THE UN TSAS-KiANO. 

TVuia of AtpoEo—Tlia Goueoli Trilje—Ejci|^D€iiy wf tto ^ 
Th»g BOseii^ SuUimi^Tlu La-td* Tribcsd—Tbn Mo«0 TriJjo—Hia 
TrilMa—Tills Mooi^tiur Clucr-^Diicr-ifUlkiiig At Usinpo—A Himt &uj»pcr— 
Vilb|5C cif KbA kik—Weui4fe’fyfl--The TAriArCiiiuenil—SulAiiir Roblwts^ 
A YnuuAii BlibonicJuu. 

Tn£ following morning Philip informed me* lUat no pro- 
tieutiiig my pa^portti and I'cporting the treatmeut wo had 
received along tbc raad« at tlio Yu-mun^ he Imd hoen 
away with much abuacs and a moasago that 1 Lad hotter re¬ 
turn by the way I had come. 

Wo had numcroua viaitom frotn amongst the townapeopiei 
who appeared veiy friendly^ and the greater jjart of the day 
wAH spent iu dispoeiug of our remaining stock of needles^ 
threaxh cloth, and heuds^ which beyond this point would liave 
been comparatively useless*—iron ebon and ayeee taking the 
place of barter. Among tbe rest aevend Chin^ merchants 
Called^ in company witJj w'bom I took a walk tbrougJi the 
towm Aten^e, like Ta-tshm-Ioo, m a border town and froiitior 
Gnstonis Btation, being under tbe juriudiction of the Imporixd 
Viceroy of Yunnan; it po^iscascs wbat in calkd the Cbiuestu 
quarter enclosed by a wall, contaiiuug however many Thibetan 
houses inhabited by Tbibetana and Lalf-breeda Through tlie 
centro of the little town a street runs north and south, with 
two rows of Clnnciie housefi principally inhabited by Gliinc^ 
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soldiera engaged in variona trades, as black ami tH carpentcni, 
and fuiTier^ the latter &dablislimeiita being the moat comiaen 
—indeed the town h famous for bleached inmbsikinB j and 
besides the ChlneaCj liundreda of balf-breetU are engaged in 
curing and dressing skins. In one of the drug-shops, wLicb 
abounded oa in Ta-tsian-loo, I discovered the ground cater¬ 
pillars, which ore found in great abtmdance in the hiUa about 
Aten 2 e, The Chinese irse them as medicine, attributing to 
them the property of reprodueing youtliful vigour; and in the 
eastern parts of China they are sold in bundles of a dozen^ at 
the rate of twelve taek ibo doz:eiL 

The body is yellowLdi like the Australian edible gnib, and 
resembles a common caterpillar^ about an inch and a ciuarter 
long, but Tvitb a seeming trunk, an meb and a half in length, 
exactly like a stora of dried gra6&, from which the Chinese 
give it the name of " Grass Caterpilhtn” ’When these cater¬ 
pillars were drst shown to me by the Chinese druggist^ 
struck with their e^^traoidlnaiy appeamneo, I queintioncd 
the old Chinaman about thenn Ho informed mo that the in¬ 
sect grows in the ground an inch or two below' the surfoco, 
its wherealjouts being easily diseovered fjiom the grass hlado 
which springs from it; and with all the gravity imaginablo 
solcomly assured me, that from the blade there bnds in 
spring a tiny white flower, which in due coui^e ripens and 
drops a seed, and this falling into the ground produces 
another caterpillar. My evident disbelief of this strange tale 
so irritated the old druggist, fh at he angi-ily gave me to 
understand that 1 could leave hifl shop if I had no further 

busiiiefsSL 

I am inJeLted to tim courtesy of i!r. 0. R CSmy, of Urn 
British Museum, for further and mor© correct information 
rciiliccliug this stmngo little Inaccl, A laqjer simcies k com- 
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mod id New ZcaknJ^ aiiJ what scema to Iii> the gnaas-likc 
tmnk of the insect is a ?pcctes of faegus, 
which grows from the hea<L 

Before the Maiiomedeii war in Yunnanj Ateni&c lield coii- 
fliderahle importance ag a mart to which the ThibetajLS 
brought large qiiantitios of musk, which they esclianged for 
a vety fine dc&criptioa of black tea which grows in YiiMian, 
sugar, siinff, sml tobacco, which articles grow' to groater per¬ 
fection in Yudnad than id any other provudce of China. Of 
bte years, however^ owing to constant warfare betwcea Ma- 
hoidcdans and Imperialists the trade has dwindled almost to 
nothing. 

In the afternoon I got all my baggage animals fihod, having 
so far worked them without shoes; but as our road now gnulu- 
ally descended into a wanner climate it w^as necessary to pro¬ 
tect their hoofs more than id Tliibet, where mides and ponies 
are scarcely ever shod, the coldness of the ground and the 
dryness of tlie atmosphere evidently preserving the hoofsL 

Just before I tumed in for the night the landlord ushered 
into my room a retnai-kablj fine-looking half-breed, tall, witb 
an enormodsly muscular frame. After a few' excuses for pre¬ 
senting himself at so late an hour^ mine host informed ine^ 
that the stranger w'as his brother-in-law^ whonij, according to 
my instructions^ he had hired in the morning to act as my 
guide Ui the town of Li-kiaug in yunnan. He then informed 
me that the Chinese Mandarin having heard that Dandji as 
the guide was named, had hired himself to the foreigner, had 
sent for him, and liaving got the poor fellow into the Ya-mnn, 
gave orders to the soldiers to give him one hundred strokes 
of the bamboo, for not having fimt obtained the consent of 
the authoritiesL Tlie soldiers laid bold of Dandy to execute 
the Mandarin’s orders, but before the punishment was com- 
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plfW tbc tnfuriatc^l broke looae, and after comtnittjnj» 
great bflvoc nraongst tbem, left tbe Ya-miin m triiiniplu It 
fio bappcii<?ii tlint Dandy, tboiigb no tiling more than r muak 
bnnter by profossioWj wns tbe kero Rttd onide of the tO’rt n, 
wliertj liie word wrr aa the voice of a prophet, and booh tbo 
newj^ of big ill-treatment in tlie Ya-iniiii spread tbroiigh the 
tow n. Tliore was a general nish to flrnis for tlie protection of 
Dandy, and the Mandarin, in Order to quiet the dietiirbance, 
iras obliged to issue a notification to the effect that Dantly 
was not only forgiven^ but commissioned by tbe Mandarin to 
escort the foreign mereliant, Tang Koopah, to Weiseo. 

The poor fedlow took off his coat in my room and bared 
bia magnificent hercnlenn shouldera and back^ likedmg from 
frightful gashes. He did not spea^k, but a deep smotlierttl 
sigh told boW' keenly be felt tbe shame of tbo blotv^ 

As I intcfndod leaying Atenze at daylight I gave my guide 
an opintOj and he soon fell nskep, but apparently only to 
dream of bis disgrace, for bis slumbers Tvere broken by moans 
and deep sighs. 

Next morning wo wore off just as daylight was breakings 
and leaving Aten^o by the south gate passed through about 
a quarter of a mile of suburbs, ecmsiBting of Tliibetiin bouses 
and small LHinnseTies*, for Lama'? swarmed even in the little 
town of Atenzo like rata, and liveil on the induatiy of the 
people We descended through a broad fertile valley, watered 
by a small stream falling into the and Hob witb 

liixuriaikt crops of beanled wheat and peas, intcrsporBed wdtb 
groves of walnut trees, till about mid-day, when we reached 
the loft bank of the Lan-tsan, a turbulent muddy stream, a 
liundred yards in width, flowing betw^een steep mountains in 
a due southerly direction. Quitting the entrance of the valley, 
which opened like a huge portal in the mountain w-alb the 
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Toail lirtTv tT]iTic<l fliiCt mnth, winclin|f along the side of the 
motiiUnina, which ^o^sc fi™! the river hunk at nn angle of To 
to 81> degrecj?. At times we crept nloeg a path alK:iut eighteen 
mclies wiile, wf>ni in ihe moiintoio, a few feet above tho 
liighest water mnrk^ indicating the summer rise of the river 
tillrty-five to forty feet aliove its present level. At other 
places tt dangerous fissure compelled m to ascend nearly to 
the summit of the bare slaty mountain, and from the enor¬ 
mous height, often fifteen hundred to two thousand feetp we 
gfizcti down upon the river at our feet in tlie depth IjcIow 
like a tiny brook. So steep and smooth w^ere the mountain 
sides, that a large slone set in motion rolled from tho highest 
paiut down into tlie river. 

After eigtit hourH" marcli from Ateuze^ we reached a valley 
running up fi'Om tho river, and halted at the village of 
Goneali, inhEiIutod by a peculiar race of Iiaif-hreeds, closely 
TCfiembling the Thil>etnns in feature and stature, but mucii 
lighter in complexion. 

Their mannem and customs and religion are peculiarly 
Thibetan, as is also their di^^ss, with this esceptioDp that the 
men's instead of being sheep skiUp are made of a very 
coarse kind of wool. Tlioir langiisigo is a miattnre of CliinesOp 
Tliibetan, and Lei-siip to which tribe they claim to belong, 

■p 

though differing altogether in religion, mannemp and customs, 

Tho ho^ad man or chief of the village pays a y<^rly tribute 
to China, otherwise maintaining complete control of his 
people, liavingfiill pow er over them, excepting in ca^cs of life 
and deatlip which are disposetl of by the Cliineso ^fandarin at 
Atenze. 

The chief gave us quarters in his house, and we stayed the 
next day with liim, receiving the kindesl hospitality from 
himself and his household* 
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All the people, without a single exception, from ttm oh] 
grcy-heeded men to the youngest ehtldren, suffered from 
goitre, or swelling in the throat Though this disenso is 
common cvciywLeie in Thibet, nowhere else had 1 seen it so 
frightfully developed as at Cioneah, and I was besieged by 
applicants for medicine to cure it 

My store of medicine consisted solely of quinine, chloro' 
dynei puigatLve pills, and a few pounds of Holloway's 
ointment, so 1 distributed some of the latter, more to please 
the people than lu hopes of benefiting them, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude* Milk, fowls, butter, and home 
feed poured io upon us, until at last a tcpspoonful of ointment 
was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, and the demand 
became so jgreat that I was obligctl to lock up the arrml] 
remaining stock of omtment^ about six ouuoes, and beg the 
chief to tell his people that no more could be spared. 

A younger brother of the chief was suffering from fever, 
and on the first night of my stay I doctored him with such 
good effect that he was a different man next morning. This 
no sooner got abroad than I was again besieged by people in 
quest of fever medicine. The excitement became so great, 
that I was obliged to bribe the chief with some quinine to 
exert his authority, and relieve me finm the crowd of eager 
inquirers who filled ray room during the greater part of the 
morning. 

The poor creatures hogged so piteously for medicine, that 
I could scarcely refrain from aharing my precious store of 
quinine onwnigst them; however, the interference of the 
chief span put an end to their entreaties^ and securetl ([uiet 
* for tlio remainder of the day. 

Wishing to give my poor baggage-animals a rest, I hircrl 
five mules of the chief for three days' march for the trifling 
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sum of llirec taels, ajitl this mclutJed the Mteudatice of t!ia 
chief bimself us guide, 

During our day’s test at Goneab the sutniner rains set la 
■with a heavy tliiinder-storm, and henceforth we had the 
pit>spcct of being constantly wet during the march. 

On the 14tli gf June we left GoneeL, escorted by nearly all 
the villageifs, who acooinpanied us for a (luorter of a mile or 
so, until the road once more led us along the precipitous hank 
of the Lan-tson, where, amidst loud shoutings and the firing 
of matchlocks, they took their leave, and wo continued our 
march till near mid-day, when we stopped for hreahfast on a 
kind of terrace cut ftom the tuountam, at the mouth of a 
gloomy gorge. 

Another party had just camped before our airiva], and 
were preparing their meal, wldle their string of twenty 
baggage mules were arranged along the terrace. Our ni>iTrn|^j 
having boon disposed of in the same W‘ay, wo sat down to 
breakfast. 

Tl)e river at this point formed a regular basin nearly a 

hundred yards across, the outlet being the mouth of the 

gorge, which was not twenty yards in width. On the right 

lamk, opposite to us. the mountain rose several hundred feet 

* 

in a bare, porpcndienlar wall from tbe riverp and then sloping 
upwards terminated in a lofly peak dotted with pine trees. 

As stx>Q 03 our midHlay meal was Anished, the Goneali 
chief and hh mule driver started aliead through tlie gorge to 
the lower eatroncOp where he posted bi$ man^ to prevent any 
other party ftiom enterjDg the goi^ at the satue time m 
oiirseives, as the path in many places would not admit of two 
mnles passing each oFther* 

On the chiefs return te us we saddled np, and coramenced 
our passage thnongb the gorge, a i^oition of which is sliow-ti iii 
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the frontispiece, rtiid ■which, in the nb^nce of any local nanio, 
I called “Hogg’s Goige,” in honour of the gentleman who firet 
pointed out to me the enonnous advantage which would 
oeeme to our Indian poaseaslone in the event of a route being 
discovered by which India oonld supply Thibet ^tith ten. 

Ihe path, cut from the solid rock, which we now followed, 
sometimes ascended to a giieat height, and agaiu led close to 
the river, which foamed down its. narrow channel, over beds 
of jogged and pointed rocks, with a deafening roar, whicJi 
echoed in strange tinearthly sounds from the cliffs on either 
hand. 

A mile or so from the upper entrance we arrived at the 
worst part of the gorge. The rock-hewn track now gave 
place to a gallery, as represented in frontispiece, supported 
by woorlen stmts fixed in the rock Like every public work 
in China, it was out of repair. The flooring in many places 
Was rotten and in hcilcs, and gave us an opportunity of wit¬ 
nessing the great sagacity of our mules, which with lowered 
heads and outstretched feet tried each hoaiti beforo truatiDg 
their weight to it 

The Goncah chief had not warned me of the nature of the 
path before us, and I rode into the gorge otdy to find when 
once m that ! could not dismount, owing to the narrowness 
of the path. My feelings, therefore, on finding myself riding 
along the rotten balcony—suspended, as it were, in the air, 
over a cauldron of seething water a couple of hundred feet 
below mr^were anything but pleasant. My mule, Jacob, 
possessed great courage and mgadty, yet during the passj^e I 
several times felt him tremble under me, while the petspi™- 
tion poured from him. Tiic " Iron Duchc< which from her 
great CQurap and sagacity I had made loader of our string, 
greatly distiugiiiahed heraelf on this occasion. She hit upon 
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n moro than ordiaarily rot ten hoard, and rqfniifid to proceed 
until the chiefs wJio led the way, tnarked it by placing on it 
some stouea carried for the purpose, apparently foUDwing a 
practice common with the travellers who frequent the gorge, 
for many places were marked in the same manner. 

The sagacity of the ^^Iron Duchess*' as a Iwll mule had 
rendered her a groat favourite with every person that hud 
travelled in her conipany from Ta-Man-loov Out of a 
liundred mules it is often difficult to procure a good leader that 
the real of the string will follow with confidence ; and it is a 
curious feci that in large dmvea the steadiest and most saga¬ 
cious animal finds her way to the fiontp as it wore, by oominon 
consent of the rest—a trust w^hich the clever animal dischaigcs 
faithfully, hut with great additional labour, for the leader has 
oJwa^’s the heaviest load to cany, so that whore slio paascs 
her followers are quite safe. 

On issuing ftom the gorge, we halted to rest our animals 
on a terrace similar to that at the upper entrance. Tho 
river below tho marrow' mouth of the gorge opened out con- 
sidemhly, in aome places being over 200 yards across. Tlie 
water-mark visible In the gotge showed a summer-rbo of at 
least thirty feat above ife present lovch and a flood had 
already set in, for the rain had never ceased dnoe the day 
we left AtcusCi A similar peak to the one fdready mentioned 
09 marking the upper entrance of the gorge marked the lower 
one. and J named them TYinchester Peaks, after Mr, C. H. 
Wmehester, her Majesty's consul at Shanghai, to whoisa kind¬ 
ness I am much ifiilebte<l lor being enabled to start on these 
travels^ 

About sundown we reached the village of Wba^ftxi-pin, 
having from the gorge travelled through a lovely countty. 
Tlic mountains, which sloped hack from tho rivet, were 
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eiivered vvitU v^3^^kut affoniing cover to gn?at nnmberB 

of goldon phcasejitH^ whoae shrill call soumied on all sidcfi of 
us, while eveiy dow and then their gorgoow plucnage flashed 
across our vkiou zlh Oiej wkirred up from their eveukig meaL 

The iohabitanU of Wha-foo-pio wero chiefly OiiistiaE 
converts gathered from among the Lei-su and Lu^-ts^ tribes. 
They were very kind to ua^ evidently taking too for a 
missionaiy. Their houses still resembled those of Thibet^ 
though the people apoke a mbted languege of Chincsej 
Lei-su^ and Lii-ts", and m dress and tnanners were quite 
Chinese, though their tidl figures and regular featui'es made 
it impossible to mistake them for Celestials. 

We were most hospitably entertained, and next morning, 
led by a party of the villagers^ I paid a visit to the little 
Mission Station of Tsf-eoo^ eight miles distant, on the right 
hank of the Lan-taan, here 2(KJ yards wide, which ’we crossed 
by mcaoe of a bamboo rope stretched from bank to bank. 

The rope at the taking-off aide is made k 3 t,at a much greater 
height up than at the opposite laudiug-pluce, so as to form 
an ineliued plane. Ascending a small platform, the passenger 
Eecures himself in a sling of leather thongs made fast to a 
isort of skid of hard wood fitted on tlie rope, and lifting hk 
feet off the little stage, shoots with the rapidity of an orrow 
across to the opposite bank, where on anDther Httle stage he 
gets out of the filing. For the purpose of recrossieg, there is 
another rope fastened in a corresponding manner. By means 
of these bamboo ropes even mules and cattle are transported 
from bank to bank. 

People unaceustomed to this mode of croeslng nvers are 

apt to becomo giddj, from tlig rapidity with which they shoot 
through the air, fsspecially if they look down, for the ropoa 
are often 100 to 200 feet above the water. 



At tbe MisstQu Station I mot a motley group of Moa^s. 
Lcl-sua, Ya-U^r Mooquors, and Lu ts'', all connected as con¬ 
verts or tenants with the mission, for the Fathers own a large 
district, including the vtUage of Wlia-foo-pin, having pur¬ 
chased it of tlic Ya-ts" chief, who resides at a village of the 
same name, two days’ journey from Tz-coo; and the Lei-su 
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Having safely crossed tliis novel bridge, I was warmly 
greeted on the littlo stage by the French Fathers Biet amj 
Duhemard, missionaries of the station, and oondaeted by 
them to their modest bouse, a short distance from the rope 
bridge. They would not hear of my leaving them that day, 
so 1 sent word to the Goncah chief to camp, and I would 
join hint in the morning. 
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popuiutioQ of tliifi Church e^te are nearly all Cbrntims, 
This tnistiton established some thirty years age, for the 
purpose of converting the neighbourirtg tribes, espcdaljy the 
savage Lu-t3’*j who inhabit a strip of countiy about fifty 
miles in length, between the Lau-tsan and Nou-kiang riverSp 
stretching from the neighbourhood of \Ylm4oo-pin in the 
Dorth, to Weisee-foo in the seutk 
These Lu-tfi“ are most barlmxcius in their hahit& In 
saying thi% I must be understood to except the few Cliristian 
converts in the neighbourhood of Tz-coo^ who have adopted 
the Ordinary Chinese costume^ and whose pursuits are those 
of industrious and peaceable cultivators. The majority of 
the trihe, however^ are Mdl nomadic, and utter savages. They 
build no houses and raise no crops^ depending for their &ub- 
sktence on the clutse and predatory excursiens amongst the 
neighbouring tribes, to whom they are an absolute terror. 
Armed with cross-bows and poisoned arrows^ they are bold 
and successful huntem of deer, mhitton • wild boars, wild 
goatjj, bears, and leopards. In religion they are utter heatbonp 
sacrificing fowls to propitiate the evil spirit In appearance 
they arc darker than the other tribe* of the district. But this 
may be partly owing to engrained filth. They also tattoo 
their faces and bodies with a kind of blue dye, and wear their 
hair in long matted locks. Their costume, if it may be so 
caUed, comdsts of a girdle of cottou cloth or skips j at least, 
the warrionj of tbe tribo, wLora I after^anla aaw on tbelr 
W!iy to tight the Mahomedfua, kad no other ganuents, 
except a. few of the leaders, wlio wore a Iditd of doak of 
leopard, goat, or fos^kins. Their arms consisted Dfthe ci'os»’ 
bow and poisoned arrows, tipped with a species of aconite 
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known in Assnm a.s Mishmee-beo, spoains, and knives * sibout 
eighteen inches longi Lncre&dng in width froni the hilt^ and 
ternunating in hroiul hinut end^ 

The owe no nllcginnco nod pay no tribute to Chinnp 

though they oocaalonnlJy fearvo onder the Imperml banner. 
The Chinese Mauderius^ feariiig the bold spirit of thb 
tribe, who muster something like twelve hundred fighting 
men^ are cnrofiil to maintain friendly relations with them, 
andj for tlie purpose of gratifying their predatory inclinations 
at the e^epense of the Mahomedans, annually invite thera 
to take part m a grand raid into the enemy's eountiy. 

The Lu-te**, being unable to 1 ™! or write, have arranged 
with the Chinese a sort of code of signab or tokens, by w hich 
important messages are canierl to and fro between them. 
For examplsp a piece of chicken liver, three pieces of chicken 
and a chili wrappt'U in rod paper, means "Prepare to 
fight at oaoe.^^ 

They rarely cross to the east of the Lan-Lsan-kiang, 
excepting to make war on the other tribes or the Maho- 
Tuedans, Little* therefore, is known of this savage tribe by 
eitlier ChmeRO or anybody else, exceptingp perhapSp the 
Catholic missionaries, wbOp at the time of my visit, seemed 
to be on the most friendly terms with them. One of the 
Fatheis bad only just returned from vmitmg a sick member of 
a Christian Lu-ts" family on tbe banks of the Nou-kiang; a 
visit which ho informed me led him through tbe very heart of 
the principal tribe. Th is tribe h distinct, mid appears to diffor 
in some respects from tliu Lu-ts“ inhabiling the countiy bor¬ 
dering tbe west Ijnnk of the Lan-lsaii river, who have been 

* Tbr Aiitbor vbik laUly ttmT.niDg antaa^ tlw tribu in tbi» &«)gbbaar> 
bood of the BramBlciinil, uH tlw Bnmu|KWUU river, aiseoverwl lluit tliW 
biilveu Trew iilentical wUli tlige* hhmIo by the Kiunptoc tribe, iDlukiMtiDg « 
dwtrirt IIJjoiajllt to tlie norrii-cimt IwnUra of Amutn. 


TRAVELS OF A MONT^EB OP CQMAEERCE, [On. XT. 


sdbjugEttiii by the Ya-ts'* chiefs Berniig him ns lrihutiiri<?ii| 
and have adupted a few hablta of civDisation^ sudi as crulti- 
vatioD anti living in amal] log-houses. 

The hi-story of the Tz-coo Mission majj from the tMeof its 
establishtuent^ be traced in tlio blood of numbers of bravo 
and noble-miiicied nibsionariea who have fallea by poison 
and the knife in the cause of their religiorL Self-l>anisbcd to 
this couoliyp without a hope of Tfitnni^ the French mis- 
B^iooanes have workied on, and* in spite of niassacrea by the 
savages, incited by ihe implacable liatred of the Chinese 
Mandarins, which oven now often drives them to seek pro¬ 
tection in tlie xnonntain fastncBses, tboir devotion has been 
rewarded by hundreds of gennins converts; a result which 
strongly contmsLs with the known ill-succeas of the Protestant 
missionaries m their less dangerons held on the eastern coast 
of ChiiiiL 

Having spent a plonsant night with the Fathers Biet and 
Dtibemard^ 1 bade them good-bye, and re^-crossed the Lan- 
tsan eiirly next morning From Tz-<mo to a Moso village 
which wo reached in the evenings wo rode through dense 
woodSj in wliich the chestnut-trees grow* to tnagnibcent pro- 
portions^ and along the banks of the river, w^hich was foaming 
over dangerous rapids^ down which Immenso quantities of 
diift-wood were swept by the rapidly iMng floods swollen by 
the unceasing rain. 

At the Moso village we were kept a long time in the rain 
befora any ono would adiuit us into a house; but the good 
offices of the Gonoah ebiof at last procured us comfortable 
quartern for the nigbt, 

Tbc Moscks are apparently the remnant of a onoe powerful 
tribe, fast losing their identity and liccomiiig mergcil into 
the Yn-ta’i tribe, whoso chief governs them They arc quite 
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Chines in appearadcc, tlie men b earing tbe oommoa blue 
Ciottfln jacket and short ^ide trousers of Ciikm^ shaving their 
heads, and growing the pig-toil. Tho coi^tume of the women 
b fantastic, but gracefnL It consists of a very becoming 
little cap of reil and black cloth^ with pendant tassel, jauntily 
worn on the top of the liead^ locliuing a little to one side; 
a short loose jacket, with bug wide slecTC^ over a tight-fitting 
cotton bodice, covering the breasts; with a kiU-like petti¬ 
coat of Iicnic-mnde cotton stuffy reaching from the waist to 
the knee, and gathered in longitudinal piaitSL Instciul of 
stockings, their finely-shaped limbs are swathed from tlie 
ankle to the knee with white or blue cotton cloth, while 
leatlier shoo^ turned up in a sharp point at the toe, complete 
the of the Moso inulies, who, though not quite so 

fair as the Chinese, arc generally well-proportioned and good- 
looking, and unembarrassed by the shy resenro of the fair 
Celestials. jVs ornaments they wear huge silver ear-ring^ 
(resenibling in shape the handle of a comnion key), silver 
riuga and bracelets, and bead necklaces. Tn religion, they 
profess both Buddhism and the Chinestc worship of ancestors. 
They have a language of their own, but no written charac¬ 
ter, Chinese is perlmps more used tlian Moao, and in their 
schools Chinese reading and writing alone are taught; so 
that in time the Moso, in common with the language of 
other tribes in this part of Tunnan, will probably die out, 
Tiieir houses are principally built of woodl and are quite 
Chinese in appearance. They cultivate rice in terraces up 
the aides of the hills, the climate being eiccedingly genial 
during the day, but cool at nighL 

From tbo Moso villago we journeyed through a beautiful 
country. The mountains Imd given place to gently slopiug 
Idlls; and towards mid-day we apprOEkclied the Ya-ts“ villago 
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jsitimteiJ in the contro of a Utile plaiiL I was inucli struck 
with the luxuriant cullivuttou, A good deal of ripe wheat 
was still staadiug^ spoiled by Hiia; and henb of a remarkqhly 
fine breed of black cuttle, of which the tribes possess large 
numbers, were fufcteaing amongstt it Rico-planting was just 
comtnenclog, and the pca crops were being harvestecL A 
few patches of opium looked very thriTing j and, altogether, 
the little phanofthe Ya-ts“ village smiled agmiD in ite richness. 

Our arrival at the vUlage attracted Utile or no atteDtion ; 
and as were proceeding tbroiiigb the streets, we met a 
party of whom I took to bo hushandmen^ rctuming 

from the field. They, however, stopped us; and one of them^ 
quite a young man, asked me in Chinese, with a subdued air 
of authority^ who I was. The Goneah chirf dbrnounted on 
his approach, and, after a ceremonious salute, infonued him 
who 1 was ; whereupon he told me to go and put up for the 
night in a joss-hon^ near the high mud wall which sur- 
rounded the villi^. Similar walls defended all the villages 
that we had passed since leavi ng Tz-coo, 

When we had made ourselves comfortable in our novel 
quarters, tho Qonc&h chief informed me that the individual 
who hiul addressed me in the village was no less a pemon 
than the great Ya-ts' chief himself and during the afternoon a 
great number of soldiem came from the chief with piesents 
of rice, fowls, and pork. 

There is nothing in outward appearance to distinguish 
this trilw from Chinese except the peeufiar dress of the 
females, which k exactly Uko that of tho Moso women, 
with the one exception tliat they sometimes sulistitute 
a red cloth hood thickly braided with cowtio shells for 
the neat Utile Moso cap^ Tlieir religion and rcligioiia 
edifices are peculiarly ChineBe, 143 well m their habits 
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iiu<l customs { iiItJiougli they luivo an unwrittoii liingiingQ of 
thoir owiij all the men lliat 1 saw cotilU apeak and reiul and 
wilt® Chinese, Id the school attached to the Joss-house, as is 
commoii id othoTSud uioicdTilistid parts of Claaa, only Chiueae 
was taug'Ut; and the only apparent difl^reoee hetween tlio 
^ a-te^ and Chinese is, perhaps, that the former are if atiy- 
thing more dirty-lo&kiug than the general run of tho latter. 
The chief of the Ya-ts“ is by far tho most powerfol chief 
of alt the tribes of the Lon-tsan, for besides governing his 
own tribe, he is chief (by virtue of the conquests of his 
ancestors] of the Mosos^ and the inore niunereus tribes of 
Xsii^us. Great quantities of gold are found in Iiis territory, 
both in the sands of the Lan-tson, and in the hilla^ whence 
it is extracted by means of horizontal shafts. The chief 
alone has tha power of granting permission to work gold, 
ftnd one-thitd of the gold procuied is token by him, out of 
which he formerly paid tribute to the Chinese government; 
this of late years he has omitted to pay, owing, aa he says, to 
the curious fact, of the former Mandarin at Weisee haviinf 
desttoyed the official seals underiiliich th^ tribute was for¬ 
merly collected This is the excuse which this chief, and 
many otber^^ ur^cd as a plea for non-pajmout^ it b, of 
course, a mere pretext, the real fact being that ^ainoo the 
conmeucemeut of the ^[ahomedau war the CLiueae autho¬ 
rities have been afraid to call in the tribute. 

The Ya-ts^' pay their diief a tax iu the shape of produce, 
and supply liim with labour; hist sway is quite despotic^ liia 

people being to aU intents aud purposes Im abject ukves,_ 

indued, all the chiefs of this country keep slaves Lq. their houi^ 
His relations with the Cliiiiese, from whom ho Loldis tho 
rank of blue button, m|Uine that he should refer at! questions 
touching the life of his subjects to the 5 taudarius in Weiseo; 
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but this, like ilto tribute, has, of kto years, bocome a dead 
letter. For this obiefp ^ itb bis near neighbour the Mooquor 
chief, have bee a known to talk very loudly to the Chinese 
authoritis^sof their iutoiition, in the case of the latter presislng 
the qnefition of tribute^ to join the Mahomedans. And this 
threat has so far settled the naatter at once. 

On the morning after onr arrival at the Ya-ta®* village the 
Guneah chief took his leave of rae and tetumed tq bk village. 
I, however, was obliged to remain j one horse bad died the 
day before from sheer privation^ and the incessant rain had 
so softened the hoofs of my two Thibetan ponies tliat they 
had been scarcely able to tmveh One, which was quite dis¬ 
abled, having fever in aH four feet, 1 was glad to sell for 
taels; the otherj disabled in his hind feet, was just able to 
travel unloaded. Tlie loss of their services obliged me to 
hire two mules of the chief for three days" Tuarch to Wekee, 
for 11 tack; and lea>"ing Ya-ta^i in one long inarch we 
reached the village of the MoCHjnor chief, wdio received us 
most kindly, giving us the best room in his house, which w^as 
a fine new huildiag lifter the better Chinese style. 

He would not liear of my leaving him for a few days^. and 
as 1 had suffered from fever the last day or two, I gladly con* 
sen ted to rest the next day with him. The Mooquor village^ 
like that of is situated in a smaU plain running in 

from the liver, and bounded by wooded hills, which extend* 
ing eastwards form the lower ranges of the great Sul Shan, 
or snenvy mouuUins, which tower in the back ground al>ove 
the vilhige, forming the watershed of the Lan-tsau and Kin- 
cha rivers, and attain their greatest height near the city 
of Ii*kiaug-foo in Yunnan, whence gradually diminishing m 
height, they lo$c their identity amongst the irregular mass 
of hills bordering the great plain of Talbfoo. 
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Itt the ncighlxiurhoodof Corapo, tbo Mwquor vUhige^ bliick- 
liertioB grew id great qiiaDtities, and 1 enjoyed a capital 
dessert of them after a dinner eoDBisting of fat capon, liam, 
and deliciom Uttlo wheaten prepared by the 

chiefs bandsomo Ya-ts" wife in hqn&or of her gues-td^ 
Nothing could exceed the kindness of my hosts, and we sat 
long after dinner 5 the chief entertaining me with many in¬ 
teresting particulars rebtire to the Mabomedan w^ar. On 
one occasian La-won-quan (such was the chiefa Chinese 
naiiie and title) joined the Chinese in aa attack on the city 
of Kokiag or more properly speaking Ho-chin, then occupied 
bj the MahomedansL In accordance with tbe usual cowardice 
dbpkyed by Chinese generals, La-won-quan and his solJieni 
were sent to the front to bear the brunt of the battle, and so 
effectually vigorous wm LU assault that he took tlm city 
The Mahomedan garrison fled, but being unmolested by the 
Chinese army, and strongly reinforced, became the l>esieget3 
in turn ; and after an investment of three months during 
which tbo Cliinose geoemi miide no effort to relieve Ins allies^ 
undemiined and blow up the defences. La-won-quan, with 
eight of bis soldiei^ cut their way out, and succeeded in 
getting back to Compo. The chief had evidentty had a 
rough time of it, for bis arms, ieg^ and breast w ere covered 
with the scars of what must Lave been ugly woimds. He in- 
terhirded his narrative with many expressions the Teveree of 
complimentary to Chinese MaudarinH; indeed lie> in common 
with all the other chiefs, cordially detested them+ But when 
I spoke of the Boy Emperor at Fekia, the stem bajal features 
of this battered warrior relaxed, and the tears glistonod in 
his eyes as h& remarked, that it was no use for tho Emperor 
to be good whan all bis serv^ants %vcre scoundrek 

Like the Ya-ta“ chief, La-won-quan has received the 
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a«neao mnk of blue button from the Emperor, of which ho 


IS very ptoud 

His relations with the Ciiinese goTerumcnt are prociRely 
the same as those of his hrother-in-hiw, the Ya-ts" chief; 
and the two being allies both by tnairiage and policy laugh 
at the authority of the Cbineso Mandarins. 

There ia nothing in the appearamse, mannerB, and language 
of the Mootiuois to distinguish them from the Ya-ts" or 
Mosos; and roy visit to their village, which struck mo as 
peculiarly Chinese in its appearance, happened just after the 
lice planting was finished, a period when all the people 
devote thcnifielves to holiday making, bo that I bad ample 
opporiuniticB for carefully observing them. During tbe 
evening my arms were prodneed and minntely inspected by 
tbe chief and his brother, a young musk hunter, and a die- 
cussioD naturally followed on the reapective mcrita of the 
matchlock (with which these Moocjuora are equipped, and 
in tbfl use of which they are very eipert) and the foreign 
gun, the latter being by no means regarded amongst these 
Yumian bordcrera with the same respect that it bad com- 
mamlcil in Thibet Before we seiJaiatcd for tbe night it was 
arranged that 1 should start with the young musk hunter in 
quest of sport in the adjacent mountains, and bo practically 
test tbe comparative merits of matchlock and ride. 

Long before daylight next morning I was roused from a 
comfoi-lable sleep in the cbief’B own bed which he bad in- 
slstetl on giving up to mo, by his brother, who intimated that 


it was time to be moving. The toilet is never a very long 
performance for the pioneer in wild countriefl, and by 3 a.M., 
ill company with Philip, 1 was following the young musk 
hunter tlirough a dense pine forest, covering the lower slopes 
of the mountains to within a few hundred yards of the village. 
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After tiavcUing wlioiit tTirae miles, we reiwheti an eminence, 
from which we lookeiJ dewD int* a long valley, through which 
leaped a raonotain torrent, fed from the suow'b lying m white 
grandeur away to the east, aonie 6000 or 3000 feet above us. 

Up this valley the young man led the way, following the 
courae of the torrent upwards until we reached the graasy 
slopes above the range of pme foresU As we stepped out 
on to the VT^lvoty grasa. the keen air sweeping down from the 
heighta above had a most mvigoraling effect, for I have gene¬ 
rally found that walking briskly through forests even at these 
elovtttiona, is attended with more or less oppressivcuesa. As 
it was not yet daylight, wc retired amongst the pines, and, 
lighting a firc.'Bnioked our pipes over its comfortable hlaae. 
As soon as the firet dawn of day appearod the young hunter 
left us, and we had not waited many minutes when ho re- 
turned, saydng that two hundred yards from our fire ho had 
come across the tracks of a solitary buck ta lut-s" * The 
alote were fresh, and tending towards a ridge of bare peaks, 
lying about a mile to our right. To knock the ashes ftom 
unr piiies and shoulder our guns was the work of a moment, 
and, our alalwart guide leading thoway.we picked up the 
trail, and eilently in Indian file Mowed the gamo. 

The buck was evidently unsnspkious, for in many places 
the hunter pointed to trees against which lit hial stopped to 
rub the velvet from hia horns, whUe often his nig-aag muisc 
showed that he was iii no hurry. At the end of half an 
hour’s silent progress the yoniig hunter stoppetl us with a 
backwaid wave of his baud and pointed to several fresh tracks 
which had joined thoso that wo were following. On esaini- 
uation they turned out to 1* those of two does. Our game 
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was DO'S" easy to follow, for in tbe damp mossy ground tbo 
t racks were fetlock deep. Gnution was now the order of the 
thijv and we kept on, guided hy the hoiincllike sagacity of 
OUT leader. The great stitiuess waa only occasionally broken 
by the hoarse cry of the ma-chee (a bud of the Tragopaii 
family) and the aigus pheasant as we disturbed them at tlieir 
momiug meal 

Wo soon gained the edge of the forest, tlirough a break in 
wbidi we looked out on tbe green slopes before us (rendered 
still more green by contrast with the bare liuiestono peaks 
in their background)* and saw a noble buck within seventy 
yards of us, the two does having apparently kept on their 
way* for he was alone. The young hunter silently poiuted to 
the noble animal in fi^mt of us. Rising for me to fire, wdiite 
he kneeled in readiness with the match of his long matchlock 
already light-ecL To level my doiihio Enfield and fire W'aa 
the work of an instant. Tlie noble buck, struck too far be¬ 
hind the shoulder, gave a single bound, then for a sceond 
looked back; but before he bad time to make another hound 
a flash from my componioo's weapon sent forLh an iron bullet, 
this time with more certain aim, for with a liound or two the 
buck rolled headlong to tbe ground, and lay dead within 
eighty yards of ua The young hunter, wdth a smile of dis- 
ilain at my rifle, then walked xip to bis prize—for such it 
proved to him, the horns alone Belling afterwards for no less 
a sum than 150 taels, equivalent to £50 sterling. 

The work of skinning we left in his hands, while, with 
appetites shaipened by the keen morning air and exercise, 
we set about making tea, and preparing our fire for a roast 
Cor young XiinroJ soon joined ns, bringing with him the 
horns—caiefuily taken off with part of tlie skull and encased 
in a coating of clay—and some venison steaks still Binoking. 
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Cooking these on the cmber?» made a hearty breakfe?t, 
AtkJ fitiirted back for tlie Mooqnor villagCp the joung hunter 
making the mountains ring again with the echoes of hLa 
loudly-sung Tliibotan hymn of prabOj—the “ Omaace pcroi- 
nee/* which he had learned in hi& frc<^ucnt hunting e!rcur- 
sions amongst the mountains of Thibet 

Shortly after noon we got back to the village^ where tho 
chief and liis elders met us with the inquiry of what luek 1 
On seeing the horns w hick Ids brotiier carriedp he loudly con¬ 
gratulated us on our good fortunoj and inTited ns to partake 
of a substantial nicaJ^ during which 1 was good-naturedly 
quizzed about tho boasted suiieriori ty of my rifle. 

In the evening we wound up with a grand banquet of roast 
sucking pigp which Philip's culmsury skill had cooked to per- 
fectiom The pig was fierved whole, and I carved it with my 
knife and fork to the intense admiration of all presentH Tho 
chief was so charmed with my performance that he insisted 
on employing the knife and fork hiraselfj= his tdiiinsy hut 
effective handling of them causing all the guests, especially 
his wife who sat by him, great amusenient. 

Our supper having ended, spirits followed, and, on beiug 
pressed by mine host, I sang an English song or two in a 
loud voice, which, probably^ fraui the great noise I made^ 
more than anything else, delighted oveiy one; and it was 
long past midnight before we got to bod. 

On the following morning I took leave of La-w'ou-qiian sj 
household, and the chief accompanied ns about a quarter of 
a Tuile along the road, for the purpose of showing me one of 
hia gold minesi 

A number of his people were hand at work : some hringing 
the auriferous earth from horizontal shafts in the side of the 
liilis 5 others washing it in long troughs, made of hollowed 
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tiees, into wbieh a constant snpptjr oT wtitcr flowotl from a 
little streatn. 

Tlia goU (Clines, the chief iiiformed me, were very rich *, 
indeed, the cetmtiy lying between Atenze and WeUec may Iw 
called the gold field of China; for, although gold is so plentiful 
in Eastern Thibet, the religious prejudioeaof the Lamas allow 
but very little of the precious metal to find its way to China. 

1 was shown some scaly gold, of a rich deep oolour j and 
the chief gave me a haodfiil, aa a sample, to show to the 
mercliants of my country, saying tliat he would bo glad to 
tnule with them. Now, for the first time, i learnt that ho 
knew aU about the foreignem in Assam. For many years he 
hod hoped that some of the rich foreign merchants from Assaii- 
qua (as be called Assam) would coroo to his ceuntiy; and he 
looked upou my arrival as a partial realisation of Lk hopes. 

Hearing La-won-quan apeak with so much knowledge of 
Assam, I at once proposed that he should send a party of Lis 
Boldters with me straight across ooimtiy for Sudiya, or 
Mau-chce, a town immediately on the borders of Assam, and 
about eighty miles to the west of Compo; but he shook his 
head at this proposal, saying a direct route was impossible 
owing to the number of tribes to be passed through, and 
that 1 oonld only go either rid Tali-foo or from Batbang by 
Booemab. 

On taking leave of this kindly-disposed chief, he placed in 
my hands three letters; one for Lis brethei'iadaw at the next 
village, and one for a relatiou m the rillegc of K.ha-kha, and 
another for an hotel-kwpor in Wei»ee-foo, These letters, he 
said,* would eustire mo a kindly reception, and lot people 
know that I was a great fiiend of Ikv-won-quan, Heartily 
thanking him for his kind thoughtfulness, 1 continued my 
march in Bght of the Lan-tson, in the waters of which numo- 
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mus liflliennon plied their nets and litieij, AH daj we tra- 
versied a garticUp planted by Xature^& bauds: wild penrs^ egg* 
plmiuii, peaches, sloeSp and hazel-ireeap laden with green fruit, 
grew in the gTQ^i&A profneleii. About 5 fm. reached 
tho MoDquor s^ilLiga of Sbeow-weisee^ and proceeded to the 
liouse of La-won-quan^g hrotber-in-Iaw^ whose first cliurlkh 
refused was at once changed by a perusal of the ehlef^s letter 
into a hoapitablo wdcom& 

The oountry dow w'as quite open to tho west of the Lan- 
tsau ■ the hills receded in gentle slopes, teeiiiing with Iiltu^ 
riant crops of wheat, peas, rice, baricVp and opium. 

Shortly after leaving Sheow-weLsce, the road quitted the 
Lan-Uan, aud we proceeded on, south by east, till wo lialtcd 
at Kha-kbap a Lei'^ii villagCp wherOp sgaLup La-won-qiian's 
letter procured us the greatest hospitality from a Lanm, the 
only one of his dotli that I bad seen since leaving Ooneah. 
The countiy now wore the npe smile of summer. The 
tobacco, opium, and wheat crops were astouishmgj indeed, 
the people of Kha-kha infomiod me that the harvest was un¬ 
usually abuudantp and that much of their opium and tobacco 
had been allowed to run to seed for want of hands to harvest 
iL Everywhere dragon-flies of enormous siase aud gorgeoua 
blue and scarlet colouring danced in the warm sunshine \ 
and near this village 1 noticc<ip for the first time, tlie pa-Ia'* 
or " whitc-w^ax insect^ which produces the famous so-called 
vegetable wax of Sa-chuan. The branchei; of the smaller trees 
fkud shrubs, along the road for a great distance, appeared to 
bo covered with snow, fiom the qunntitiea of these insects 
ireaembling small moths of a very delicate white colour, with 
a flnfly tail curling over the back* 

From the vilbge of Shcow-weiseep and. Indeed, from the 
vicinity of Compo, the country showed immiatakeable signs 
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of Mabomedan inroads; great numbers of houses lay in ruins, 
blackened by fire. 

In one Lci-su village that we passed tlirough.rooie than two- 
tliinla of tbe houses bad been burnt, and the mud ttoH sur¬ 
rounding it was breached in many places. I shall not soon 
forget our passage through this vlliage, for w'o were attacked 
by a pack of dogs of the conunon Chinise species, and our 
baggage-animals so severely bitten, that I was obliged to 
make use of my revolver, and shoot fleveral of tbe assailants 
before tbe villager would call them ofL As may be imagined, 
the death of their dogs enraged tbe people, who, in turn, 
attacked us with sticks and stones. Fortunately, a Mooquor 
happened just then to enter the village, on his way to 
Webee, who told the people that I was a great friend of La- 
won-qnan’s, which immediately turned tbe tide, and everyone 
started off, as if to SCO who could first bide his diminished 
head Tinder the rCKif of his cottage. 

Not far from Kba-kha ii'e exchanged our track for a paved 
road, like Uie oammon roads of Chino, a change wliich was 
anything but ogneeiible to our horses’ feet; and a short 
imLTcb through a country, the smiling aspect of ’which rras 
deformed by the blackened ruins of detaclicd houses and 
villages, brought us to the city of "Welsee-foo, 

The towiip which mnks m the first clasSp La huilt at the 
foot of a atcep hill, which separate,s the t^alley of "Weisee 
from the Lan-tsan. It contains a mixed population of Lei- 
flUB> Chinese, and half-breedB^ ntimlieringp probably, six 
thousaud inhahitants. The pure Chinese portion is veij 
Etnalb eoDskting almost entirely of soldim^ and offida.k 
Formerly* it was surrouiid-cd by a brick walb ’w’hioh was all 
but destroyed when the town was taken by the Alahcmedons 
a few years before^ and had been patched up with hard led 
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mild, of which material most cf the }lOu^ies ia the place, like 
those of the villages of the neighhourhood, one hqilL 

Before the Hahoincdan rising, Webee wag of great im¬ 
portance, m the miy to which the diicTs of the nnmenjos 
tribes of the surrounding country annually rcpaiiied with 
their tribute ; but the prermling ajmrehy has left, it only the 
questionable advantage of being the head-quarters of the 
Chinese general coKUuandijig the so-called Imperial Army^ 
which b supposed to be gradually overwhelming the Ma- 
homedans, but which, in reality, is nothing more than a 
well-organised body of banditti^ numbeTing, probably, three 
hundred men* 

On our arrival, we found the hotel to which the ohief, 
La-won-quap» had directed ns, and, presenting his letter, 
were made as comfortable as possible, the laigcst room in the 
bouj^ being reserv'ed for ray sole use* 

An hour after, both the civil and military Mandarins sent 
their canls, tliinking I was a Cfhincso Mandarin j so, in 
return, I sent Philip with my passports to the Yn-mun, In 
the evening, the landlord of the hotel, ^ half-breed I^i-su^ 
came to my room^ and, after hesitating a little, infoiTucd me 
that, in coming to Weisee, T had run into great danger ; the 
town wag utterly demoralised j and most of the respectable 
people had long since quitted the place, and the chief portion 
of those remaining were hut a community of plunderers, 
Tho Mamlariiis had for two years received neither their own 
salaries nor Uie soldiers’^ payj itvhich was embezzled by the 
Chen-tu functionaries charged with the payment of the 
frontier army. The soldiers accordingly had become banditti, 
who roamed the country under different chiefs, nominally to 
miike war on tlie MabomedauB, but reaUy to plunder tlie 
poficeable inhabitants of the Imperial territory j while Iwth 
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tlic ciml ftud military MandEiniis revived large sums from 
the bandit dilefs for thoir contiivancc^ ThU state of things^ 
may bo imagiuedp often led to reprisak on tho part of tho 
people, who, when denied justice in glaring cases of iiiurder 
committed by the Imperial soldiers, anned themselves, and 
siding with tho Mahomodans, would take fearftil revenge. 
In this manner Weisee had twice fallen into the hands of tho 
ATahomodanSp who, after pillaging the pkoo, hnd retired, 
Ipcforo tho united forces of the Ya-ts^ and Mooquor chiefs^ 
to Lbkiang-foOp their great stronghold in Northern Yunnan, 
Such was the state of aihurs in WeiJ^ee, as describedL by 
mine host, Low-ling, who strongly advised me cither to 
return^ or proceed towards Tali-foo at onee, before the news 
of my arrival ottmeted the attention of the soldiers. Ho 
further warned me never to blir w ithout arms, and, almve all, 
to boast loudly of my friendship with the chief, La-won-^pian. 

Acting on this advice, I went to the Ta-mun next day, to 
get my Bathang passport changed for one authorisjiog me to 
pass through the district under tlse command of the Tartar 
general, Liang-Owhan. In reply to my application, he sent 
out word, by a ragged satellite, to say that 1 could not pro¬ 
ceed, and that ho did not wish to see me. To this 1 replied 
by a lofty wave of the hand, saying, TMiat I not see me, 
who have talked to his superiors all the wny from Pekin ? 
Impossible ! You must be mistitken. Take back my cnid 
to the Ta^jen, and sny that 1 liavo important bns^ioeas with 
him. Quick t Do not keep mo waiting in the sun,^' My 
domeiidoiiT BO ovoraweii tlio him, that ]m di^ppearcU, iiud 

Iti n mTiiito relun.ed,saving.“The Ta-jon will sc^ you;” 

utid forthwith t was ushoi^ iuto th^ au^ist pnjseuco of the 

Tiirtar genera], who teooived mo wHh the dignity bdongiag 
to his race. ^ ^ 
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He apologised for having declined to aee nie, ns he ctrnld 
not speak my language, and wished to save me the troiibte 
of an interview. Tlrnnking him. I pimlnced my Q,cn-tu 
passport, which ho had not yet seen, find asked Ms advice 
about proceeding further towards Tdi-foo. ify asking advice 
from the old officer (who was a line, inteffigent man, fuUy 
sixty years of age), seemed to please him, and ho at once said 
that there would he a Kttle danger from robbers, hut as I 
had doublleas seen a good deal of these gentry in my long 
Weis, r would not care much for them, in which case he 
thought 1 might proceed, as fighting hud not yet commenced, 
and ho would give me a passport through his district, which 
extended two days’ journey from Weisee. Beyond this 
point, however, the Mahoniedan jurisdictian conunenced, and 
he could not be responsible, Having thus disposed of busi¬ 
ness, the general ordered tea, cakes, and tobacco, and entered 
into a long cnnversalion. He bad been absent from Pekin 
for twenty years, and made many inquiries about his beloved 
during the con versa tlaUj told him, unknown to 
me, t^t I was accustomed to ace the princes and great men 
in Pekin; a statement which, as I hod never in my life been 
at Pekin, rather horrified me, espocialiy when the general 
asked me W'here the Ctiinese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Hved. However. I answered at once, " In the Sung-le 
Yu-mun and, in answer to his question as to where 7 lived 
in Pekin, I told him about one Li from the same place. Ha 
appeared satisfied with my somewhat vague answer, and 
grew veiy polite, saying that it was a great pIea.snrB toseeany 
one who had recently viaited the great city; and we parted 
on tnutu&l gipod ternijj. 

Outside the hotel we found a great crowd aasemhlcd, and, 
on entering, the fimt thing I saw was a soldier coming out of 


tHAYBT^S of a PIONEKH of CX)M1EER€E. [Cjf. XT, 


my room into tlie couri-ynrd, with my rifle O7or hia akoulder, 
while others followed* e^ch cany'iog i^omo article of my pro- 
perty, Marching up to the loBder* I knocked him down, 
and drew my revolver and long hunting-knifep both of 

wkioh I had concealed in my Chinese coat when starting to 
the ^ a-mtin. Of oaurso this the gignal for a free fights 
TJie soldiers drew their knives, and at it we went, my assail¬ 
ants yelling like demons* and brandishing their knives* caiT> 
fully* however* keeping out of reach of mine, 1 soon found 
myself atirrounded on aU sides* bo I fired my revolver twice 
into the ground. At this there was a rush for the street. 


Philip and myself quickly followed, and* on gaining the 
street* another discharge of my revolver over the heads of 
the mob opened a passage, through which we made tracks for 
the Ya-muu, followed to the very gates by a hooting crowd. 

Panting and out of breath, we rushed into the Ya-muu* 
and got bellind the genorel* who rose as we entered Our 
story threw' the good general into an awful passion. He 
raved and stamped about the room, until 1 thought he would 
ge nvad; but presently a subordinate come in, and informed 
him that the soldiers had taken me for a foreigner going to 
laili-foo* to help the Maliomedans to make guns, ami wished 
to kill me. Hearing ibiM, 1 said I would remain in the 
Yft-muu unti) the men were quieted ; and tlie geqera] imme¬ 
diately gave orders fora prodamati™ to be issued, statiag 

who and wLat I was, and that any one molesting me should 
be flogged 

After waiting for about three bourn, the general told me 
tW m.ght safely return to the hotel, where I would find 
my property seeure, and five of the plundered iu tlie 

Keang* before tbe door. 
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T{ip general’s writer escorted us back. Scaroelj a eoul 
Wiifl to be seen in tbe streets, but outride iLe hotel we found 
five of tbe ruifians in durance vile. Within, all was quiet, 
and all our property restored. 

Such were my fitut day's ad ventures in the town of Weisce; 
which, coupled with some experiences of the Chinese mode 
of warfare during the Taepiug relrcIIioD, and the state of 
the country round Shanghai wherever fighting took place, 
enabled me to form some idea of the danger attached to any 
attempt to pass from Chinese to hfahomedan territoiy. Yek 
in spite of the knowledge of the danger before me, I could 
not abandon the attempt My brave little Philip scorned to 
give up the hope of reaching India without at least one 
effort; so we deteriuined to start for Tali-foo on the receipt 
of the pa^port For this we waited three days, well cared for 
by the landlord. Low-ling, who was unceasing in his atteationav 

Fortunately, the living hero was very cheap; the daily 
maintenance of the whole party (four men and five animals) 
not exceeding twenty-five cents.* But it was hard to wait 
patiently, especially as It was by no means certain that the 
lawless population would respect the general’s order. How¬ 
ever, we were comparatively unmolested, except for au attack 
made on the hotel by the wives and concubines of the 
soldiers W'ho were in the keang at the door. They were, 
however, spec<lily dispemed by the arrival of soldiers from the 
general, who brought me a message to the effect that Philip 
was to call next day for the passport. 

In the hotel there were numbers of potty traders in 
skins, ironware, &&, waiting for the event of an expected 
fight between the Imperialists and Mahomedans near Li- 
kiang-foo. They mfuruied me that it was an tuvariable rule 
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for tlic Maliomedons, who were, it appoaii-d, alwaya swccesf* 
fill, to enjoy three days’ pillage after a victoiy; after whieb, 
any Sralioiucdaii soldier found plundGring would bo bebeaded, 
according to a standing order of Dow-win-sbepw, tbe Mabo- 
nutbin Enaperor. Hie traders aeeonlingly wait for tie foiinh 
day to comtnonce tbeir journey to and fro between tiio 
■'Pa-cbee'’ and “ Hung-chee ” (or White and Rtd-flag) 
oountries, as the ^[ahomedan and Imperial territory are re- 
spcctively called by them. Thus, daring tbe intervals of 
warfare, a considerable trade is carried on between llaLo* 
medan and Imperial Yunnan in skins, opium, iron pots, 
cotton gooda, and tobaeeo, on whieb both governments levy 
duties* the Maliomcdan king fostering trade as much as 
possible, botli by the imposition of light duties and a 
rigorous administration of justice, to which the traders bore 
amplo testimony, lauding the security of the Pa-cheo 
temtoiy. Indeed, a floiirislung trade bad existed for two 


icara previous to ray arrival between Weisee and Tali-foo, 
Imperial Chinese having had free access to irabomedan' 
territory, and ver^. Even at tbo period of my viidt 
there were a great many ITaliorocdans in tbo town, wearing 
t ew long hair, the Ifuhomedan badge, living in apparent 
ifleronoe and security, w'hicli led me to surmise correctly 
a t ie laljomcdan Government bad until lately been 

by the Imperial officials in Yunnan. 

sent me Va^mun next day, tbe general 

measage 10**^*^^^*^ ^ 

3o1diem as far L 

Tliifi T 1 r i Tze-fna chlera meid^nee, 

guar<k havin^decided mV'”"*''*' «sp*^Heiiee of such 

their protreuL pl^ myself under 

lum a common silycr watch as 
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a return preaeut, wliicli pleased him gwsatljr, nnd this little 
interchange of courtesies commenced a fricndubip between us, 
of the sinceritj of which on the genonirs part I had after- 
waixlij amplt* jtroat 

Having received the passport, whicb authorised me to travel 
tlirough Yunnan, Tnli-foo, to Ava in Burmah, I hired a 
guide m place of Handy, who had mysteriously disappeared 

on the night of our arrival in Weisee. and determined to start 

next momiDg, 

In the evoning a visitor was btroduced hy Low-ling, in 
the person of a Mahomedan meralmnt. He was a splendid 
specimen of the Yunnan Mahomedan, standing over sis feet. 
HLs appearance was sbgukriy haughty and noble j a long 
black moustache omameiitod bis upper lip and hung down to 
his cbest, while bis thick black Lair was gnthered bto an 
enormous tail, wbieL rolled from under a massi ve blue and 
white turban, and almost touched tlie ground. The man's 
manner was peculiarly gentia and dignified, seeming at once 
to inspire both cobfieJonce and respects 

He commenced talking to me about my visit to Tali-foo, 
and told me that there were five Europeans like myserf 
already there, three engaged in casUng guns for the Emperor, 
and two as teachers of the Koran." 

He further said that the only chance of reaching Tali-foo 
was to push boldly for Tung-lan, whence the T2e-fan chief who 
had been acting as border customs oflScer for both Imperialfl 
and Mahomedata for two years, would, if possible, forward mo 
on. He had Umsclf written to tlJs chief about my mtended 
attempt to rcacb Tali, and I might tiust him, as lie was a 


» men wsr, col. os inlglit to ony inomto™ of tlio 

Expcditiou, bet row4l«ton. tlia Etolorn i«rUi, twoof wLoill Jmd jraoB iritliia 

mf &WU 
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fncod of the MooquoT chief, Ln-woii'qiian. On the road to 
Tuiig-Ian the dongeiis to be guarded against rrere poison and 
attacks from Chinese soldiers disguised os MahomedanB, 

I aeked him how it was that he lived in Imperial tenitoiy 
Tivitli long hair. At this question he amlled a little soonifully, 
and observed that itahoiiicdan subjects had been well received 
in Weisee for two veats pasti and there had been no restric¬ 
tion on the mtercourse between Tall-foo and Weisea 
STjr Mahomedan friend took his leave after we had taken 
supper together, the religious prejudices prevalent among the 
ludian Mahomedans being unknown to those of China. 

At bedtime I received a visit from the general's factotum, 
■who came ostenaibly to say good-bye, hut in reality to receive 
the customary present He proved very talkative, and I 
learned from liim that according to the report in the Ya-mnn 
I was supposed to be a Mandarin sent from Pekin to investi¬ 
gate matters, and see wjiat the authorities were about; and 
1 verily believe that the peaceful relations which had so long 
existed between Tati and TVeisee were suddenly inteirupted 
by my orriTal; and further, that this report was earefgJly 
circulated by the Mandarins, in order to excite against me 
tite hostility of the Mahoiuedans, and prevent my visiting 
their capital My visitor was very anxious to know if Z 
r^y was a Mandarin, and if so, what was the object of my 
visit I referred him to the passport, which stated who and 
what 1 was; if he did not believe it, he could wiito to his 
Government for further information, as I had none to give 
him. On this he took his leave, and I soon forgot ail anxieties 
for the future in a souud alqcp. 


CHAPTEE SIL 

AitONGST THE TiSErPAiNS. 

Sf-BG-ta Tbs Lftl-teis—Arriiril at Tqns-lftil—My FolHJca Tattl’d'— 

NJfiht Aitaek—TIuj Tx«-fAti ViJInge—The MniioiiL^dftn Wa^—A Timtut 
VTceM>y—MalioniMlaa Frogmg—Tho Scarjqon Fly. 

The Lmdlord arotia^^ me at dajliglit^ having been 

up long before, in order to prO|>ai^ an exeelioDt breakf^t of 
Btewed fowl, potatoes, and tea. 

Poor Low-ling 1 Had I been his son, be could not have 
shown mo greater kibdne^. Nothing seemed tiw much for 
him to do for "Tang Ta-jcn,” While I was eating my 
hreakfast ho was praying fonrentlj to the household god^ 
hoforo whom he had lighted fresh josf5-Btick$, and every now 
and then interrupted his devotions to help me to tea^ at the 
fiamo time reiterating Hb instnietions for the peiiloua journey 
before me+ Both he and the Mahomedan merchant, whom I 
bad invited to breakfast, warned mo against the attacks of 
Chinese soldiers disguised as Maliomodans, They said that 
I was about to travel with the knife at my throat, but 
perhaps the God whom I worshipped would protect me, for 
their gods Bcemed to debgbt only in bloodshed Primed with 
cautions agninst all kinds of treachery, on the 2Sth of June I 
left Weisce for Tali-foo, accompanied by Low-ling, hia brother^ 
and tbe Mahomedan merchant for nearly a mile. As a bst 
w^ord of advice, Low-ling told me to beast everywhere and to 
every one of friendship with the Mooquor chief, 
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At Instj left to oui^elvca, Philip mitl I rock «ide by si Jo, 
under a deluge of micij and talked over our position, till the 
guide inierrupted us with the iafomiatieu that he had lost 
the road. I at once suspected that the fellow, who had 
received au advunco of wages, iutended to deserL lids 
became evident wLou* in answer to my reaionstmuees, he 
turned to retrace Ills steps, aajdng, ''Go and find the road for 
yourscivea” SDinewhat angry, I galloped after him^ and 
placing my revolver to his head, fibouted," If you act the 
scoundrel I will shoot you like a dog IAt the time 1 meaut 
this, and be e vidently knew it, for down he went on his kuceSp 
abjectly en treating for mercy. A sharp admonition ivitb a 
riding-whip aoon made him rise, and resuming his lead, he 
speetiily found the right rooA 

About noon, just as we reached the summit of a high hill, 
thickly wooded, we were suddenly surrounded by a score of 
aimed men, whom I at once recoguisod as Chinese soldiers. 
Their leader^ a villaiDous-looklng brave, oidered me to halt, 
Jsayiug, ** ’\Ve have been sent by the civd Mandarin of AVeiseO;^ 
Tien Ta-lowya, to inspect your box.^ We halted, and a 
momentary gltiuce at Phi Up showing mo that be had covered 
the leader with his rifie, I replied that they should not 
examine my box, aad told thcTU to be off They, howeverj 
persisted in demanding my p;tssport and a present of chen, 
wheretipou 1 (juietly remarked, ** I liave two passes, one for 
robbLM's, and one for the authoritiea This pnisentmg my 
revolver—-" Is for robbora like you, and the chen are inside 
itp and if you do not Iks off you shaU have tlienn"^ Without 
moie ado they made off, and disappeared aniongat the treci?, 
taking with them the bouest guide, and as we rode forward 
their laughter resounded through the forest 

From Weisee our road followed a south-east course, through 
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a TOunhy Altogether changed ib appearance from that to the 
north of \\ eifico. \V e crossed range after range of lour, steep 
hilb, covered with a rank vegotatioa of bamboos, except 
where cultivated by the Lei-sus, whose crops of opium, wheat, 
harley, and potatoes just beginaing to flower, testified to the 
richness of the soil and indusrtiy of the people, 

Forttuiately, after the guide left qs the path led straight to 
Sz-sc-to, a Lei^n village one march from Weisee, wh^e we 
arrived in the afternoon without further adventure. 

Tlie village consLsted of a cluster of about six square 
built ho^, roofed with slabs of timber, and wc M but 
little difficulty in flnJing the residence of the head man. As 
we approached ho was sitting smoking in front of his door, 
but on ohserving us rose and entered the house. This wm 
not promifflng, and Philip, who followed him in to prefer a 
request for quarters, soon came out again to report a decided 
refusal at first; curiosity, however, brought the churl out to 
have anotlier look at the strangers, when, fairly driven to my 
wits' end to know wliat to do for shelter from the driving 
rain, I made him the sign of a Master Mason, widch pro^ 
diiced an immediate efiecL He at once stopped up. and 
catching hold of myiiridle, desired me to dkrnoimt and enter 
his house. I of course Imagined that I hod discovered a 
" brother." hut on questioning him, it ajipeaired that ho had 
tokoM the signs to m«m that I had some secret fop 

tinip or was a Mabcjmedim iigcnt 
Calling to mind Low-ling's advice, I asketl my host if he 
knew the Jlooquor chief, to which he replied, "’ftHio does not 
know La-won-qnan ? He is the father of the Lei-sus; he is 
the same as my eldest brother,’' Upon this, PhiUp produced 
La-won^uan’s letter to Low-ljug which the latter bad given 
him to sliow if required, ond my position as a distinguished 
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personage? was at once estabUshed, for our host, having read 
IXj rouBed his household to prcpire supper aud a bed, 

I should have exhibited my credentials on arrivab but 1 
felt it neceesaty to be cautlouB about boasting of any ac¬ 
quaintances in Imperial teTritory^ now that we were nearing 
the Malioincdan country. 

We were most hospitably entertained by the Lci~su ohLeft 
and next momiug ho aooompaiiied mo wdth two of his soldiers 
to a Lei-su hut^ ■where wo put up for the nighty after a 
wretched day^a march amidst a perfect deluge of udn. 

The chief carried with bim round his waist an iron chaiop 
about three feet long, with mnnaclcs at each ead, an emblem 
of authority, the use of which became apparent when^ m 
occurred twice during the day, we changed our escort of 
soldicta. On the first occainoti the chief, after entering a boujse, 
from w hich, jia it happened, the men were all alisentj dropped 
bis chain on the floor; a girl at onoe silently picked it up 
and left tbe room, while w'c remained smoking for a few 
minutes, and chatted with the old woman, who brought us 
each a cup of mead—for this is the only name that can be 
given to the sweety rather strong Uquor^ resembling in 
appearance muddy pale ale, which the eliief told me was 
made from vrild honey* 

Having reaiuned oirr journey and proceeded for a mile or 
BO, we were overtaken by two Let-su men, who, coming up out 
of breath, saluted the chief and handed him the chain, which 
the latter received with a how, and fairtened again round hi$ 
waisL 

In the evening we were mode veiy comfortable at n Lei-su 
hut; and over our mead after eupper I drew fioni tbe chief 
some information with regard to his people, their laannera 
and customa, and political relations with the Chinese. 


Tlic Lei'SU^ prior to tho occupation of tlieir country by the 
Chinoac, were n powerful tribe, inbabiting^ an extoosive tract 
of country round Weisee-foo. According to tlieir traditiona, 
they liad come originaUy fmm the west of Yunnan, and 
settled in tho Valley of Weisee aa cultivators of rice, opium, 
and tobacco. Under tlie rule of successive chiefs, dlstin- 
gnished both as wise rulers and great warriors, they held their 
acquired territoiy against all attacks from the neighbouring 
tribes of Ya-ts% Mooquors, and Tze^fans, until the Cbinese, 
coveting tho wealth acquired by their industrious habits, 
in conjunction with the other tribes made war upon them, 
and eventually became masters of all the Lci-su country, and 
built the stronghold of Weisee-lbo, 

From that period the Lebsuseeem almost to have lost their 
unity, and are now divided into Tillages or communities:, each 
goremed by a ehief or head man, who collects the annual 
tribute for the Chinese Government. 

The Mooquor and Ya-ta" chiefs, in reward for their help 
during the war whicli established the Chinese supremacy’, 
received grants of chteflalnship over several Lei-su vUlages or 
districts, from which they ooUeet tribute, paying a certain 
bead'Tent to the Chinese Government 
Tn dress tho LeUsus closely resemble the Chinese, the men 
wearing, like tho Sz-chuanites, large turbans of blue cotton 
clotb. The women in some cases wear the short petticoat 
and jacket of tho Mosos, and little caps ornamented with 
cowrie shelHbut more frequently adopt the ordinary Ciibesa 
female CDstume. 

Their religion is Chinese Buddhism, and in the schools 
attached to their religions edifices Chinese alone is taught. 
They still, however, preserve tbeir own language, which, like 
the other tribal dialects, is unwritten, 
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At the village on the frontier *f the T^e-fan country 
the chief took leave of roc, hat seat two rooa as gaidcH to the 
house of the Tze-fan chief, at the t illage of Tuog-lan. 

While travelling through tliC Lei-su Miintiy we had observed 
no fligna of disturbance aiooagsst the people, but about ton 
miles from the last I^i-su village, before entering a Tsfio-fan 
village, we met nnmhera of men, women, and childinon, laden 
with ortkles of bcuflchold furniture^ hurrying away to the 
hills, and to all our inquiries they merely replied tlmt'Uhe 
tioldiers were coming."’ 

The village itself presented a very curious scene of excite¬ 
ment Women riud children were running about ciy'ing and 
shouting. From Bome of the houses men were throwing all 
kinds of utensils lo wwnien, who were loading thentselves with 
them; the inmates of otheiB, as we passed by^ levelled 
gingalls from the windows, and greeted ue with yells of 
dehnnce, and one or two blank shots were fired, apparently 
with the object of frightening us. From other houses men 
and w^omen brought us presents of toWceoand samsbu, saying 
at the same time that they were Hnng-chee,” red fiag, or 
IroporialL^ts; and begging me not to hurt thciru Oiir as- 
sumnees that w^c were only peaceable travellers were of no 
URe \ all seemed convinced that we w ere the advance-guard 
of a Chinese army. Our position was becoming ev&ry moment 
more crabarrEUising, so I inRistciI on seeing the Inyul imm, to 
wbe^e house we wore at loat conducted by a trembling cmw*d. 
I at once told my l«i-su guides to explain who and what I 
was, and when at last the T^cc^fans nudemtood that I was not 
n soldier roaudarin, and had examined my half European 
costume, nothing could exceed their joy, 

Tho he«l mnn told me that early in the moming a Cliineae 
soldier from ^Veiaee-foo IiEid passed through the i-Hllage 
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with the newa that a great Cliiaese man^lariD hmd ftirived at 
Weiaee fram Pekiii to report upod t}w of tho 

Mabgmoikn war, add that a gineat amiy was following him to 
Tudg-I«m, where ho intondeJ to fight the "Pa-chee«/^ white 
flagH, or Mahoniedans. Thk aceountod for the terror of tlie 
villngerHp while it pLamly ahowed that the OMaeao Man Jarias 
at Webee hod taken thb irteeii^ to pre^edl me from reaching 
Tali-foo. 

I had seen this soldier pass the door while we were at the 
village of SiS'Se-tOj and hini ask^d the chief who he was ’ but 
having seen fne, the fellow disappearc<t bo euddenly that he 
was nowhere to be found, when the chief sent some of his 
people to make inquiries about him. 

It seemed only too probable that all hopes of passing aotoss 
the Luperial frontiers were now vain ; however, leaving the 
village where our presence had oatiscd ao much esccitement, 
we pushed on for the T^e-fan cliiefa house. During the 
afternoon we met a Tze-fan fioldier, who stopped and asked 
us who we were* On hearing that I w a^ going to Tali, he 
said, Oh^ you are too late. Our chief has turned ^ Hung- 
chee/'^—red flag—" and is going to fight the Mahomedana in 
cempajiT with the great Chinese army, now on its way.’^' 
This, if true, destroyed toy last chance of proceeding towards 
Tali, and I reached Tung-laa only to find my worst fears 
realisadn 

On arriving at the chiors house he received me most 
ceremoniously. Several hundred fighting nien^ drawn from 
the surrounding country, were in tfao village, and aU the 
head men accompanied the chief as he came to the door of 
hLs courtyard to receive me. His eldest brother led my pony 
into the yard, and w hen I dismounted at the house dtx>r the 
cliief fltopped forward, aud bending his knee, hade me welcome 
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to tbo boufiO of your ficrvfuit/' . 1 at ouco raised tlio elik f 
from his kneel iug' pasitiou^ and said in a loud voico^ “ 1 am 
not a Cliiiicse MimdariD, nor i& tliore any army coming from 
Pokin. I am a foreigner on mj way to Ara, and eeek from 
the Tze-fan Ta-jcn food and guides to Tali-foo ” This state¬ 
ment created a great 3 llr amongst the assembled chiefs^ who 
at once commenced a loud and angry discussion amongst 
themselves, during which I entered the housc^ and gave the 
chief a tnithfiil account of myself^ at the same time producing 
the Sz-ehuan Viccroy^a passport. Great was the wmth of the 
chief as it dawned upon him that he had been dnped into 
fomaking tho ilahoniedan cause by the wily Weisee IJlaii- 
darins, who had availed thenoBel ves of xny arrival to spread the 
report that a secret messenger had arrived from Pekin,^ 
announcing the coining of a huge army. 

The chief only the day before liad eaten pork, a ceremony 
of recantation wdiieh publicly anuomiced that ho was no 
longer a Mahomedan, and he told me that it wus now too 
late to undo tho mischief, for he had allowed a party of 
Chinese soldiers to pass through his territory towards 
Li-kiang-foo three days before. 

I asked him if he knew La-won-quan the Mooquor chief. 
The namo of my old frieod seemed at once to restore the 
Tzc-fau to good humour—and ho replied, that La-won-quan 
and the Ta-ts'* chief were the pcace-makerB of the country. 
So I told him of tnj rclaiJonB with La-wou-quan, who^e 
name again proved a talisman, for he at once promised me 
Lis protection which subsequently saved my life 

Our couveisfttioii was at lengtli mten-uptfid by the entniBce 
of the cbiofs eldest brother, who brought a tnessage from the 
assembled chiefs, desiring that I sbcmld at once eat pork and 
declare my tme character; to this the chief replied, that I 
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KhoiilJ be served without delay in their presence. As soon 
m his brotlior’s hfick was turned^ he whispered that half of 
his people were for holding to the llahomedana, and half 
adveeated the Cliinere cause for the sate of prospective 
plunder. He then left me for ii few minutes j but dniing the 
short time thus gained for reflection, I decided that I would 
refuse to eat pork, and state at the same time that I was a 
foroigner^ interested neither in Mahomedans nor Imperialists. 

I had scarcely made np my mind to this course, wlien the 
chief re-entered and desired me to takeaBeatl>efore the door, 
outside of which were gatbored in a crowd all Ms head men, 
intent on putting me to the proof of my political partizanship. 
Having seated mj^sell as deaired, the chief came out of the 
Louse accompanied by his brother, cairjniag on a tray a fowl, 
a basin of boiled rice, and a piece of boiled pork^ and approach¬ 
ing to mj right sidCj lie kneeled and tendered me the fowl and 
rice in turn. I rose and received each with a bow; there was 
then a second or so of painful and breathless sileDce, during 
w hich the chief took the pork off the tray and presented it 
to me. 

1 fixed my eyes full on bis, and ^gain stood up raising my 
left Iiand high above my bead to airesl attention, and said 
loudly in Chinosa, " I do not eat pork; 1 am not a Fa-chco; I 
am not a Hung-chee, I am an Englishman/’ and then sat 
down agtiin. The chief turned to his people outside and 
Jaiighed loudly; at once a great hubbub arosc^ the Maliome- 
dan party shouted Pachee-Jen, Pachee-jeo," Wlnte flag man, 
white flag man/" and chaffed tbo Imperialist party^ who in 
turn lavished all kinds of abuse upon me, the noisiest of all 
Ix^ingthu chiefs brother; but It was plain that tho Mahomc- 
dans were the stroDgest^ and I knew tl^t my conduct would 
bo favourably reported in Tali-focm 
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After out evening meal in the honBe, the cliief told me that 
his people were desirous to hear from my own llpa a statomerit 
as to my object in visiting their country; aeooiditigly, al>ont 
eight o'clock we adjourned to a large room reserved for oounciU, 
where about fifty Tze-faas were assembled. I was seated next 
the chief, and at his invitaction gave a simple account of my 
travels, and e:splaiued my purposes m endeaYOuring to pass 
through their oomitry, finally, miuestiog their convoy to 
Tah'foo, promising to recorapeufio the service by a gift of all 
my liorses and money. In answer to tliis, I ivas assured tliat 
it was impoBsible for me to proceed; the story of mj being a 
Chinese official had preceded me, and the Mahoinedaiis would 
certainly kill me, for wdiich the Txe-fana would be held 
responsiVde, 

The Chinese party who were strongly represented at the 
council, scowled menacingly at me, and the oLieTs lirother 
after a long and angry speech drew his knife and shook it in 
my face, but with a quiet smile at the assembly I drew my 
rcYolvoT, an action which was greeted with a triumphant 
Laugii by tbe ilahomedan party i this so enraged the others 
that they all got up and left the room, and I sat with the 
chief until a late hour. 

In the conversation that followed, I kamt that the Chiueso 
party w^ere furious now^ as they had been lioostfuJ before 
in tho prospect of the approach of the mythical Chinese 
umiy, and the chief easily made me understand, that to pra- 
ceed further into Mahomedflu ecuntrj' would he sheer mad- 
oesa Having promised to sleep upon liis advice, and 
drunk a cup of aarnnhu in good fellowship, I retired to the 
room prepELred for Philip and myself^ which was next to the 
chiefs own chamber. When wc wero left alone, 1 threwr 
roysclf On the bed without undressing or laying aside mv 


Cir. XltJ 


MOIIT ATTACK, 


wcupoQSj and for two Iioiii^ <!onrte<l nleep ia vain ; anxiety 
a1>out mj present pualtidD, aoid tbe frustration of my cherisbed 
Liopcs of reaching Talip oialy sixty inile^ distant^ oombioed to 
keep me awoke and alert j and well for mo this involuntary 
vigilance proved. Suddenly^ when the whole household 
appeared to be buried in sleep, the dcMsr of tny room wax 
burnt open, and in rushed the chief brother and two others; 
the foimer tlirew himself on me before I could spring from 
the bed, and grasping mo by the throat dragged me on to the 
door By a tremendous effort I got my arms round the feUow^'s 
chest, and held him in a hem-like hug till I fairly felt his 
ribs bend, and the pain forced him with a yell to let go his 
hold. The next instant be was on his back, w^hdo I k^pthim 
down with my knee, and placed uiy revolver to his bmnst 
In the meantime the other ruffians were husy^ one holding 
Philip by the throat and all but strangling the poor little 
fellowj while the other ransacked my box. 

The chiefs brother finding the pressure of my knee in- 
tolerahlo, roared loudly, and roused the chief, who rushed into 
the room, followed by three or four men, who,.seeing the state 
of the case, attacked our assailants with drawn kuives; in the 
the candle was overset, and a free fight ensued in the 
dark. The two robbers were muck cut about, although tliey 
made a good defence, infiictipg oue or two cuts on the chiefs 
asf-istants^ At lasl^ however^ they were expelled^ and a light 
having been procured, showed us the chiefs brotltcr lying 
apparently iusensihle on the floor j when he did get up the 
chief abused him violeatly, and bUed his knife aa if to strike, 
but suddenly checking himself, literally hurled him out of the 
roouL Peace liaviiig been procured, my sycee, vHiicb the 
robbers bad tiropped, was restored to me by the chief, who 
apologised for hm brothers conduct, and asaureJ mo that ws 
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ue^ b^vo lio fartiier fear as ha would Llmself fiWp in our 
room^ From Lis remarks it appeared that even the Matiome- 
dan party among bis people, though they would not hull mo, 
were indignant with mo* as being tlio iimocent caune of thdr 
joining the Imperialists. 

He then told me^ that he knew me to be a European^ os he 
had seen eoine of my counttymen in Tali-fot>, who were em¬ 
ployed in oastlng "big guns for the Emperor Dow-win-sheow, 
and teaching the Koran. If the Chine^^e pailisans knew 
me to bo a foreigner^ they would assuredly do me some harm, 
and lio strongly urged mo to return to Weisee^ and wait 
there for more tranquil timoa* when, if I relumetl, he would 
forward mo into Tali-foo • in the meanw^hile, he undertook to 
report my visit to tho Mahomedan General^ who rKiided at 
Ho-chin or Xo-king^r about twenty miles distant. He candidly 
avowed his intention to turn Maliomedau again, as soon as it 
was Certain that no great Chinese army w'os coming ) and 
passing hia hand over hha forehead* with an air of Tiveariness^ 
he said wdth a sigh, that he had a difficult policy to play, 
in order to sayc bis country from the alternate ravages of 
Imperialists and M^diomedans ^ so far, he had indeed hcon 
very successful sdwaya having managed to keep on the 
winning aide, but that thig lime he had been fairly out- 
mimcEuveredby the cunning ILmdarins of Weisee* with w horn 
Lowevor he vow'ed he would soon be even. 

After tbia conyereatian we were joined by tie two diinese 
soldier? who liiid brought the false intelligence from Webee. 
Their ^altion was not pleasant, for they asked the cMefa 
protwtion against his Mahomedan head men, who had sw-om 
to kill them. In their presence the chief at once became 
r^rved and almost silent, and at day-light left oa in charge 
nf some of hie head monn 
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Btfuro lio left nie^ I told liim that the prospect of liavmg to 
return was wome than deaths and begged Lim to try and 
ptLss me OD to tlie next Mahomedan Maodaritij offering ia 
return my rifle and all oiy cattle. At this mcjuest bb eounto- 
Dance suddenly lighted up, and be told me not to feari be 
would think about it, and if I had a stout hearty perhaps be 
could send me oil I bad alreatly determined to start for 
Webee that momingj but this alight hope given mo by 
the chiuf, combined with, the veiy heavy rain to induce mo 
to remain with him uniil next day, 

I saw no more of the chief until the evening, when he 
came to me about six o^clock, saying that my chanoe was not 
good; be could not send mo on, for the risk was too great. 
Unwilling to retrace my steps, I then begged him to let me 
remain with him, as I felt safe under hU protection. I could 
sec that this ccobdence evidently gratified the Tze-fan's pride, 
lie hesitatetl for a moment-j but at last said, it could not bc> 
for the Maudiiiins at Webee would bo jealous, and for his 
own sake he dared not lei me remain - so it was decided that I 
should return in the moi niDg ivitb an escort of bis Mahome- 
dan soldiers. 

During the day several petty chiefs arrived with their 
followers, and the village was full of warriom^ more than five 
huodrcil in number. 

The Tzc-fan village, the houses of which are built princi¬ 
pally of wood after the Chinese style, some, however, being 
composed of rough logs, is beautifully situated on the side 
of" a densely wooded hill, covered with an undergrowth of 
almost tropical vegetation, la thb district the fanioufi yellow* 
thin-leaved Yunnan tobacco is largely cultivated, the leaf of 
which is very delicate^ about eight inches long and as many wide, 
growing from a very fine stalk ; when dried, it is of a pile 
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yellow colour, and iq smokii^g Tcsembles ihn Uncat kind of 
Manilla tobiicco, but to my tasto is grcfttlj superior in deli¬ 
cacy of fluvouT aucl oTomii; in fact I know no tobacco superior 
to it. Both aa regards tlic quantity and quality of this pro¬ 
duct, the tolwicco trade nlono of Yunnan win he enomiously 
valuable if opened to Ihe European merclmul^ in Burniali, 
whenever the country shall have recovered the devastating 
effects of the ilahoniedan civil war, which has deatroyed, or 
driven from their homes, half the population of that magnifi- 
centlv fertile provincCr The importance of this Makoinedan 
revolt, as affecting the intercounse of Europeans with the 
west of ChinUp makes, itis origin and progress a subject of 
interest^ though the extreme difficulty of procuring informa¬ 
tion ha.^ hitherto vcileil it in obscure uncertainty. The direct 
indiience it had in closing the tountry against myself, is a 
sufficient reason for a short digne^ion on this subject. 

The rise and gnadiinl growth of Mohomedanism in China, 
arc ehrouded in mystery; though the niythieal tales of a 
plantation of auxiliary troops, sent by a neighhouridg ila- 
homedan monarch, may probably contain a very small nucleus 
of tnith; and the intercourse carried oUp both by maritime 
and overland traders with India and Central Asia, quite suflfi- 
centlv accounts for the propagation of Islamic nip at an early 
period in the iseveral provinces of Chiua. As an instance of 
the various account's given by the Cliiueae i&lahomccians 
thcmaelveSp it was told me in conversations with one or tw^o 
on this subject, that long ere Eurypean voyagers visited China, 
Mahomedans from India settled on the northern shores of the 
gulf of Tonquio, and thence found theij way by theTonqniu 
river into Kwci-chcw ; however, and whenever introduced, 
Mahomcdanisiii spread far and wide throughout the Empire^ 
The Chinese toleration of any rdigion which did not attack 
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the fubdatnental principles of thdi" polity, or seeiped to bring 
foreign dominotiou in its train, heeded not the snceesafnl 
proselytLsni to the Mtb of the Prophet, wltme votaries are at 
the present day counted by inillionsL There h aearcely a town 
of any importauco where MahomeJaiis or Hwai-ts“j as the 
Chinese call them, are not to be foumi The great Btronghold# 
of tlie Mahomedaa Chinese have always been Yunnan, 
Kwei-ehew and the north-western provinees of Kan-seo and 
Clien-«h and in these are foniid the two areas of the present 
revoItSp those of Yunuau and Kan-soo. In wesdern Yunnan 
especially, previous to the war, or about the year ISoO* the 
Chinese Mahomedans formed fully half the popukliou, and 
were distinguished by their wonltk and energy j" it lunst how¬ 
ever be clearly understood, that although some of them affect 
nn Arab descent, the majority of Mahoniedans were of Chin^ 
race, and, save in religion, diffeired in no respect from their 
fellow-countryineiL There seems to have been no diaaffeetiorL 
among tliem, nor any oppression exercised towards them on 
religious gtounda^ nor was there any reason to apprehend a 
Mahomedan any more than a Buddhist revolt. An able paper 
communicated to the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1807^ by 
the talented Chief ConimiesioneT of Burmah^Gcneml Fytche, 
traces the first outbreak to tlie silver minctx of Loo-soon-foo^ 
" who exasperated l>y unjust treatment had recourBe to ferce^ 
and murdered every Chinese officer they coijd finiL'^ This 
account wm furnished from Burmese sources, and prpljably 
contains sphstantial truth, but General Fytche himself com¬ 
plains tlmt hla information is vague and meagre^ The oppor¬ 
tunities for inquirici during his residence in Yunnanp possessed 
bv Mooseigneur Cbauvean,, give him a right to be considci-ed 
an authority on the affaim of the proviuce, and it was my good 
* For tho condidan at YEiniian ai thil lime, hC Ap[Ai]ilix V. 


319 TRAYELS OF A PIONEER OF COMMERCE. [Cii. XLI. 

fortune to obtain from him an account of the ouibreak and 
sjubscqueut cv^enta up to the period of my ire^bicb was 
independently coufirmed by severa] intelligoat Mahomedaus. 
Some year^ previous to the revolt, the MalioDie<lan commu¬ 
nity coutaiaing, as lias been said, the wealthiest and most 
iuEticntLal class of the people, were thoroughly organised 
under twelve elderSi resident in the piincipal towns. These 
men chosen not for their leammg but for their influence^ 
acted as the representatives and guardiaiis of the religious 
interests of the faitbfuL Tlie attraction of the religion, or 
perhaps the idea of using to hU o™ advaniage the power of 
tlie Ihlahotnedan community^ induced the Imperial Viceroy of 
Yuonan^ resident nt Yunnan-foo, to emhniec the religion of 
the Prophet, and the example of so illustrious a prosel)H:e w as 
numerously fo!lowed* He, however, by some arbitrary intcr-^ 
foreuKj with the cstabiiahed rites, which bo wished to alter 
according to his own idetts, gave great offence to his new 
co-rcUgionists. One of the twelve elders more dariiijj 
tlian the rest, who reatled at Li-klajig-foo, & small city lying 
at the castem foot of tlie Sui-Shan, or bhovj mouiitains, de- 
nouuced tbo conduct of the Imperial Viceroy as contrary to the 
freedom of their religion. This remonstrance, In which he was 
joined by the other elders, u^as treated with cootempt by the 
haughty official, whose conduct soon brought matters to a crisis. 

In 1855 the white flog of rebellion was first unrolled from 
the walls of Li-kiaug-foo, whose elder called the Faitliful to 
arms, and the cal] was soon respoadod to by all the 
elders. The war thus begun was vigorously carried on by 
the llahomedans, and aticcess from the beginning appears to 
have continuously attended on their arms, until the white 
flag floated over every to^vn in Western Yunmui-even over 
the famous and wealthy city of Taii-foo itself, the holy city 
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of the western trilies; and Jf rtliomotlan atmiefl closely mvefited 
YanniiD-foOj tlic provincial capital 
Dnrin^^ the few year^ of contiDiial warfare whlcli led llto 
Mahomed an armies to the gates of Yimnati-foOj Dow-win- 
sheow, the elder presiding over the district of Talhfoo^ had 
greatly dLstingnished himself^ both as a general and mler. 
He had previously beea a wealthy merehant of Tali-foo, 
known amongst his fellows as a Bhrewd and far-seeing man^ 
and shortly after the conitnencemeat of the war he wasehosen 
by a majority of the elders to lead the annies of the fidtl^fuh 
In the meanwhile^ tlio Imperial Viceroy at Yimnan-foo had 
been writing to Pekin constant reports of riefcoriea gained by 
himself over the rebels; and aUhotigh he had been ordered 
to repair to Pekin, and an official sent to supersede him 
shortly after the outbreak of the rebellion^ he hail excused 
himself tinder the plea that he was just about to administer 
the final blow to the revolt and could not give up his 
governorship at that critical motnenk Repeated dispatches 
from Pekin were unheeded by him; the Mandarins sent to 
supersede him, either glatl to escape the responsibility of 
govern ing a province almost entirely in the lianda of rebekp 
or bought off with heavy bribes, made no effort to displace 
the Vioeroy, and so matters went on* ttH Dow-win-sheow 
thundered at the gates of Tunnan-foo. 

Tlie Imperial Viceroy, foreseeing the imminent aurrender 
of his stronghold and his own certain destruction* opened 
negotiations with Dow-win-sheow, and finally concluded a 
treaty, according to the terms of which Dow-win-sheow was 
to hold Western Yunnan, extending from the Bunnese 
frontiers to within thirty miles of Yunnan-foo. Peace havlu^ 
been thus establklicd, lX>\r-wiu-a1icoiv withdrew to Tali-foo, 
tbo Malioiucdan capital, and tbe Imperial Viooroy wrote to 
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Pekin to tlie effect tiiat the rcbelJion w«a cmi^lied, oii!] ponce 
once more restored to the province. A year or two of tmn- 
quillity followed, widch the Mahometlao!; made use of to 
coneolidate and regulate their GovermncDt, ond under the 
fikilful rdersLip of Dow-w in-sheow, wlio had been made 
Emperor, the ravageg of war were repaJrct], and Irailo gra¬ 
dually increased between Western or Mahomedan Tunnan, 
and the neighbouring Imperial provinces. 

Iflilien the Pekin authorities were at last made aware of 
the real nature of thn peace which emsted in the favouiito 
province of tha Empire, a Mandarin was at once despatched 
to supersedo the traitor Viceroy; but on arriving at the 
capital tbe Pekin official received a very strong bint not to 
interfere ; and after Imving been hospitably entertained for 
several months by the disaffected Viceroy, was sent book to 
Pekin with a message to the effect that it was not just then 
convenient to make any change in the government. 

Having thus defied tho Pekin authorities, it was neeesaaiy 
to strengthen bis poation against a possiblo attack from 
Sa-cliuan; so the Viceroy acknowledged Dow-win-shcow os 
Emperor of Wefitern Yunnan by a proclamation under the 
Viceregal seal How-win-sheow, ia return, engaged to support 
the Viceroy in case of aa Imperial attack, and supplied him 
with money to buy over all the officials and troops sent to 
Vunnan-foo to oust him from his viceroyally; aud up to tbe 
time of my visit aothing beyond sending «n occasional useless 
droll of Imperial solJiero to Yunnau-foo from Ss-chuan had 
been done towards crushing the power of the MahomedanSv 
Thus at this period the Imperial Viceroy at Yimnan-foo 
was virtually king of Eastern Yunnan, and while keeping up 
the mockety of calling himself the Imperial Viceroy, wm as 
much an enemy to the Emjwror of China as Dow-win-sbeow 


L'h. XII ] MAirOMEDAN PBOGnESS. aai 

himself, while with the cnornioiis wealth at his command lie 
bi>ught ofl' all opposition qh the part of the troops sent against 
hi 111 frotd lime to time. 

Siuce the period of my irisit acoouuta linvo from time to 
lime como from the Pekia officials, aeconling to w'hidi the 
Imperial authorities ficem to have exerted tliemselves witJi 
success to put down the Mahoraedan rebetlioD, Prom what 
has been already said, it irill be evident that such accounts 
are not in themselves to be relied on ; and the fact that the 
V^ieeroy of Kwei’diew* now exercises authority over what 
reinnins of Yiionan as an Imperial prov'ince, ooupled with the 
information brought by Paiithays, or Mahomedan Yunnanese, 
to Rangoon, that “ Ynnnan is perfectly tranquil," seems to 
show that the Muhomedans now hold possession of Yunaan-foo 
itself. If tills be the case, an attack on Sz-cbiian by the ila- 
homedan king, in concert w'ith Abdul Juffier, the Mahotnedan 
chief in Kau-soo, may bo immiueut At all events, accumte 
iiiformatioD as to the actual state of atfaii^ is most desirable, 
in r-iew of the prosent attempts to establish routes for overJand 
trade with Yunnan. 

It may seem incredible to many that the Pekin authorities 
should have been so long defied by the Viceroy at Yunnan- 
foo ; but this is only one of the many evidences of the 
weakness of the Chinese Govemment and the utter de¬ 
moralisation of the ^landarins; while the tncaits of communi¬ 
cation throughout the Empire are so inadequate to the 
requireiiients of n well administered Govemment, it 
tiselc^R to look for any improvoment BribiTy aud fal^j^bood 
Imve BO long usurped t?ie plaieo of tnitli and Justice, tliat tlie 
people 01*0 totally estranged from any sympathy with their 

* In lE^elf fft the timo t MuhGiiidlAn tvIx^Uion is vddv- 
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ruk‘1’^. The GXclusivetiesSj uiiprinei[jlGd txf^irtion^ aptl iv 1 »^o- 
lute power of Ibe ^nd tlioir combiTi^il^ 

seem to have brokeD the spirit of tli$ peoploj and rendered 
them iprlifferent to the affhirs of Govomcneni There are few 
mop of thought amongst the Chiuese who do not acknowledge 
that their count 17 is in a bad waj% and this feeling is veiy 
prevalent amongst the educated and governing classes. 
Instead^ however^ of arousing them to seek for internal re- 
fotms, it vents Itself rather in animosity towards foreigners, in 
w‘hoin they recognise a stronger people than themselves^ and 
arguing according to their own ideas of h 11 man nature, naturally 
conclude that the foreignoni will sooner or later attempt to 
take their country. That they are to be got rid ot therefore, 
is the cry which sounds from every Ya-tunn ip the Empire. 

Although, as I have said^ the people poeisess little sympathy 
with their Govemment, nothing is more repngnant to tlie 
CliinesM? mind at large than the idea of being govemed by 
any foreign power; anti while round the eastern seaboard of 
China, where foreign power is Justly estimated, the people 
might hesitate to rise cii against foreigners, there are, 

beyond the reach of consular and gunhKjat ipfiucnco, millions 
of people whose ignorance regards all foreigneiB as mere 
barbarians, hitherto allowed to remain in thoir country; these, 
once excited by superstition, and encouraged by half-fulfilled 
propheciefi* promulgated by the Mandarins, would flock to the 
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biiniier raised for the cxpnlsioa of foreignoia, and evoty act of 
forbearance on the port of foreign gOTenimentE will only 
tend to encourage the unfortunate people in the belief that 
foreigners may be injured or expelled with impunity. 

My own peraonal experiences of Mandarin treachery gave 
ample food for unpleasant reflectiona during the day of forced 
inaction at the Tze-ffln viUage, and 1 obeyed with alnority tbo 
chiefs smutaons to rise and prepare for a start next morning 
before daylight 

After a hasty meal of fowl and cold rice, the chief led mo 
from his house by a hy-path to the outskirts of the village, 
where the escort and baggage animals were all ready waiting. 
It was still quite dark when, bidding the kind Tze-fon 
farewell, we commenced our return to Weisee, and ere dawn 
were several miles away from Tung-lan, 

Alwut noon we met a pnrty of Tze-fen scouts; returning 
from Li-kiimg-foo, lying about twenty miles distant on the 
right They reported a skirniish near Li-kiang-foo, in which 
the Imperialists had been worsted. We ad breakfasted to¬ 
gether, and haring smoked a friendly pipe, once more com¬ 
menced our march, and late in the evening .were welcomed by 
our old friend in the vitlagB of Sz-se-to. 



TUB JOlBrlnS TIT. 

During this day’s march the baggage animals had been 
much annoyed by the attacks of a kind of scorpion fly. The 
stings drove them nearly frantic, and many times we liaJ to 
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Folorul tlie baggage kicked off by tlie poor beasts la tlieir 
frcazy of pain. We bad expericaccd tbis pcsrt previously in a 
lesser degree, and for some time had been utterly unable to 
accouut for the unusual restiveness of our jhuIesl Phihp had 
been thrown twice^ and my uBuallj steady Jacob seemed 
to have been tiaiiRformed without apparent reason into a 
TicioiJs ticker. Tlio which only attack the beUlea 
of the horses or mule^, for a long time escaped our notice^ 
until I discovered them by accident, resting by 

the roadside, the mole, which I held by the bridle^ sud¬ 
denly gave a squeal and commenced kicking and plunging 
madly, and then for the first time I the fly sticking to 
his belly. After apparently stinging the mulej it feU off to 
the ground^ wdiere I tilled it as it lay seemingly stupified^ Its 
jointed body was of a reddish brown, and covered with a 8caJy 
coat of mail, wliile the flexible tail was armed at the tip with 
a long sharp ating, and it fully deserved by its appearance the 
name I have given to it. The Chinese term it the Wen-s^ fly* 
Ono march from Sz-se-to, under the escort of the Lei-.su 
chief, brought ua back to Weisec on tbe 3rd of July, and wo 
again took up our quarters with LowJing, who welcomed me 
back SB one whom he bad never expected to see again* 

He had succeeded in apprehending the guide who had 
deserted us on our way to the Tze-fan country, and had 
handed liiiii over to the General, who before bed-time scut the 
fellow to cool himself in the keang before the door. 

After & gwd supper, prepared hy Lflwling, I turned m. and 
soua t}urii>d nil feelings of dlBappointineat and anxiety in a 
deep, refreshing sleep. 
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Tien Ta-lairya^In tfco Ya-mnn—BUlfl Pciftic^The Tien 

Dnnik—Londin^xt Honnt—A Fomud Loan Eeaistcd^The MandoHni aoil 
UiH H4F7 q 1 ver—Littic Sen^Tien Dndj^rcnij^ PiA^rid^ Trith Edged Tools 
^OxLt Eaoipe—Eccftptiuri^d—Itasca«l tbo Lxut USgJit in 

Greatly rtfreshed by $, uiglit of undkturbed rest, I sot 
about making the neceasaiy atTmagemonts for a. retreat to 
Clieu-tu, in case Weiaee slioiild pmve an tiateimble residenca 
Philip was despatched to the General with a request that 
he would exchange his passport for another, which should 
make it optional for us either to proceed to Xali-fiDo, or to 
return to S^-chunn by a direct route leading from TsuBg-tain, 
a dtj situated on the banks of the Kin-cha-kiangp three days' 
march from AVcisec, and thence by a due north-east course 
to tlio city of Ya-tzow, so as to avoid the hostile country 
between Atenze and Bathong, 

The old GeDend expressed great pleasure at my safe re¬ 
turn, and gave orders for the necessary passports to he pro- 
pared. He also scut a me9.^ge to the effect that he was 
going to leave in two days^ and I had hotter start before him 
os after his departure he could not be responsible for tlic 
conduct of his soldiers. My reply to this wa% that I could 
not leave at present ^ and as to^the soldietu I was not afraid 
of them. 


m TBAVEl-S 1>F A nONTEK OP COMiffiECE. [On, XIIL 

To do the old rnnn justice lie certainly expressetl great 
an-^ioty for Tangs safety^ anil M'itlioul a doubt liia advice 
was dici^ited by hh foresight of what was likely to happen 
after bis owa departure. 

la the evening the civil Mandarin, Tien Tadowja* sent for 
Philip, and inquired If it would be agreeable to bis niaster 
to come and live in tlic Ya-inuo, whera be would be secure 
from attach. As this propwltion seemed to be zaade ia good 
faith, it was oecepted, and he was mfomed that he might 
expect hia guest on the morrow, 

ISlicn Lovr-Iing heard of this arrangement he shook his 
head, and declared that Tien Ta-lo^ya was a great Kconndrel, 
ikud had cerLamly some sinister purpose in this propoFiaL By 
way of testing his sincerity Low^ling advised me to frame 
some excuse and politely decUno to stay in tlae Ya-muii, 
which would, he predicted, result in my being annoyed in 
Bome way. 

From Low-lings manner it was plain to ace that he knew 
more than be chose to say, and I decided to send an apology, 
decUning to take up my quartern in the Ya-inun, on the 
ground of the great trouble that out prepuce would ennse 
him. 

Next morning. ju«t as Low-ling predicted, the hotel was 
mobbed by a crowd which loudly threatened the foreigner; 
my door was smashed in and broken to atoms, and tliero was 
such an air of fearlessness about the mob that it seemed cer¬ 
tain they hn<l been instigated by the authorities, so I at once 
drew my knife and cleared tJie reom just as some soldiers 
froni my friend the General mrived and diaperecd the crowd 
outside. When all became quiet again. Low-ting assurerl me 
that Tien Ta-lowya Lad been the instigator of all the attacks 
made upon me in W^-isee, and had evyently some deep 
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motiVO for Im conduct. We lijid seance]j ^ettloJ doHu after 
tLo fracas n')ien a message carnc from hini, that he was mticli 
occupied tlio OeneniJ, but requested that I would oome 
to the Y^a-iimii nest day* 

About so^'On in the evening I was surprised by a visit 
from Tien Tadowya lurnself, who came, m he said, to see if I 
wanted anything; and tboot referridg to the attack of the 
moniidg, a^marked, Well, yon see I told you it would not 
be sate fur you out of the Ya-mnn, and you had better move 
in to-morrow*^ The fippearanoe of Tien Ta-Iowya at first 
Bight was calculated to leave a very pleasant in^pression: 
quite young, probably al>out seven-and-twenty, and rather 
above the middle height, his figure was slender, and hb 
bearing peculiarly graceful, while ho spoke with a soft, and 
languid drawl ^ his complexiou w^aa vciy fair, altno^ white, 
and bia akin smooth and delicate aa a w^omau^Sj laigo droop¬ 
ing eyelids gave to his eyes a sleepy appearance, wliicb 
vimisbed the moment that the eyelids were lifted, and a 
jiair of restlesa bright black eyes glittered suakedike for a 
second or two, and then disappcmod beldiid the drooping 
lids, while bis countenance resumed its habiEual sleepy look, 
w^el! calculated to mislead a careless obsen'cr. 

His bands w^cro veiy' delicate, aud the tips of his slender 
fingers oruamented w ith fashionably long nails, to show which 
he usually laat with one elbow on the table Or on the arm of his 
cluiir, w^itli the baiid Inmging listlessly acro^ his chest Such 
was Tien Ta-lowy a in appearance. In spite, however, of his 
plcafiant and eng^ug manner, I felt that he was dangerous, 
and hesitated for a moment between the allemativcs of 
ubaudoning all Lojies of reachiiig Bunnah, or running the 
risk of going to tlie Ya-niuiL I cliosio the latter, aud told 
him 1 would move iuiy his Y^n-mun next cLiy. At 
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these words liis cyelIJa lifted for n secoDil ftDil ho fi.:ted hin 
eyes od mQj with ft Ic^ok that was Absolutely hideous in its 
siiako-like coldness, but I met his look with a fttU aiid 
Ids eyes disappeared behind the drooping eyelids. 

He took bis leare with great politeness^ and after ho had 
gone Low-ling and the Mahomedan meiehant came in to see 
TOO. They both agreed thut the Mandurin mefUit mischief, 
but that if I really was determined not to give up my hope 
of reaching Bunnab, there would bo tnoro security in the 
Ya-niuQ than at the hotel, e.yposefl to the att^icks of the 
Mandarines EAtcllitcs; and, moreover, if the Maiidaiin in¬ 
tended to rob mo he could do so with greater impunity if 1 
left Weisce just then, as he could easily order his banditti to 
shoot a tmveller and plunder his baggage, while he would 
thus escape detection ; whereas so long as I remained In the 
Va-mun he would be responsible for me. 

Tills line of argument on the part, of my friends proved 
the correctness of my decision to beexjiue a guest of Tien Tii- 
lowya, in whose house on the seventh of July 1 took up my 
ubotb, ^iy host hfwl gone to escort the Geaenil (who left iu 
the moruiiig) out of the town, but bis younger, brother did 
the honours with ccTcmomou? pobteness. The Ya-iuun was 
a fine group of buildings and courtyards, enclosed by four 
high w^idls, origiindly built as a josa-bouse, but now ap^ 
propriated as a temporaTy cffiei{d reaidence. From the 
street a massive orchod gateway, o%-er which was a room 
formerly used as a theatre, opened into a large square court- 
yard, ou tho opposite svh of whicli, fneiug iho fiist gate, was 
auotlior latge folding door, giving admittance io a second 
court which we crossed, aad throiigh another door entered a 
psissoge with a ytiiall room on either side; this led into a 
emaller coart sarrotmded by rooms, a Jatgo one facing the 
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JcM>rWEy dicing used as a joss-bouse^ contmning a number of 
huge images with joss-stickii buroing in front of them. 

On the right ass parsed through the inner door was the 
Mandarin's primte room, and into this 1 was ushered by his 
brother, while my baggage was stowed in one of the small 
i^nis in tlie pfb^ge between the two folding doors^ and the 
baggage animals stabled in the outer court-yard. 

In the aftemoon,^ just as Tien'g brother and I had fioUlied 
dinner, Tien himself made his appearance, and the cordiality 
of Ills welcome ’would perhaps have quieted my suspicions 
but for Low-liug^a wnmiug, and hb evident knowdedge of 
Tien^s real intentions. In tho evening be ushered me into 
one of the rooms opening off the passage, ’which he told me 
to consider as mj own j it was a dingy little apartiacnt about 
eight feet square, containing a solitary table and a wooden 
bench to sleep oil Daylight dimly found its way through two 
wooden gratings made in little squares covered ’with thin ’white 
paper extendingftom about thiee feet from the floor to the caves 
of the roof, and occupying two opposite sides of the roonL One 
window opened on tlie inner court facing one end of the jos3“ 
house, and the other opened on the middle court; the third 
wall of the room was formed by the main wall of the Ya-mum 
Any person standing outside of either of the windows, could 
observe all that took place witlun the room by making a 
small hole in the paper. This at once forced itself on my 
notice, and did not add to my comfort; bo’^vever the ebanee 
of reaching Burmah w aa not to bo given up, and I made 
mjRdf as comfortable possible. 

A short residence in the Ya-mun convinced me that earnest 
preparattons w-ere being mads for an attack on the Mahomo- 
dansj messenger were constantlj coming and going with 
despatches, and a party of Ya-ts'" were sent to the chief of 
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the tribes en tUe Nou-kiang river, with a packet con- 

taiping a green chilip three pieces of fowl fat^ tkPtl a piece of 
liverj, tied up in red paper; as already shitedj tliis packet 
was an enibkniatic telegram, directing liim to repair at once 
to ’Webee with hia warriorfl. 

The Ta-ts“ and Mooquor chiefs wore also summotied to 
Weisee with their fighting men, and Tien languidly iiiforroed 
me tliat in dess than a month ho would eat up the Mabome- 
dana, 

Fnr four daje Tien^s hospitable behaviour erinced his 
desire to inspire mo with confidence in him, and Ms repeated 
protestations of frienklship were apparently most sincere. 

Ou die fifth day the Moocjnor chief, La-^wou-quan, arrived 
ill company with the Ta-ts“ chief. My old friend was de¬ 
lighted at onr reunion, and spent a groat part of the day 
in my room. Tien made himself particularly agreeable^ and 
proposed a little rifle practice to amuse his guests. 

One of the Chinese soldiers in the Ya-niun was a famous 
marksman with the gingal, and Tleii backed him for 1,000 
ehen to shoot with kb weapon against the Eiiglbhman with 
Lb riflo; so w'c adjonmed to the outer courtyard, where 
a leaf about the shoe of a mno'^s band was stuck agaimit the 
wall and thirty paces marktHl off. The diicfs^ with a number 
of their follow era ;md the people of tbo Ya-mun, composed the 
crowd of spectators, wLde Tien constituted himself and La< 
won-<iuau the judges. 

0 drew lota for first shot, which fell to tho soldier, W'ho, 
kneeling ns our riflemen do when firing at long ranges, fired 

anJ graxeJ the oulfir edgs of tbe Ituf. I’letj emiled, and 
wkwi ulial I thought of tliat T It waa cvidqot tlmt my 
ajitagonuit know liow to ulioot, and ns I Lad uo confidenco in 
myself it tliat 1 stood hut Uttie chance of wiiining; 
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liowevcr T stepped fonvard aiid made ad effort, wbicb plaeed 
my ball in the hde made by tbe Ml from tbe fioldkr^s 
gin^^lL Tills seemed to balance apioiotis amongst the by¬ 
standers, but as I bad taken a very careful aim at the leaf^ I 
felt that it was a bati shot. The soldier Hied again and 
missed the leaf by three inebos, Icnring a mark on tbe wall 
bigger than a five-sLiUing piece; when I i^ain stepped for¬ 
ward a sudden wliim seised me^ and instead of firing at the 
leaf I let By at the mark just made by the soldier's IwiU, and 
bit well on the edge of tbe mark, Tliough 1 felt conscious 
that it was a fluke, 1 smiled knowingly, and to the ei^er 
inquiries of many of tbe bystanders, including Tien himself, 
wbetber I bajtl aimed at tlial spot, tho only answer vouchsofed 
w^as a still more knowing $miIo, 

ily soldier friend again took up his position^ and bit the 
leaf nearly in the CentTe. This performance was greeted 
with loud applause; and, on stepping fomard, I conld see 
tliat the rtsiiU of my shot waa anxiously lookod for,—I fired, 
—anotlicr fluke [ 3Iy ball bad touched my adveimry's bullet 
mark again; there appeared to be no mistake about my 
fibooting powere now, and La-won-quan suddenly giving vent 
to Lis feelings, out a caper, and told Tien that bus soldier was 
shooting against the deviL The effect of my last shot on the 
Holdior was visible w^hen he prepared for bis next attempt; 
the fellow was quite unsteady, but managed to bit the point 
of tbe leaf, Hio three flukes had given me i^neb confidence 
that I jauntily stepped forward and added anotber to tliO 
list, placing my ball in the same bole as the soldier's In^st 
slioti This was too much for me, and I nearly exploded 
with laughter. It wm however, quite a settler for Tien and 
bis champion, tind the former lianded over 1,000 chon, wbicb 
1 gave to the soldier, who w^as very downcast 
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This little incident gained me great ceiebrityj and I was 
reganlcd m a sort of fire-godp and frequently afterwards 
a^ked by tbe Ya-inun people to exhibit mj skilly but always 
declined on tbe plea tliat I could not waate aij ammunitioru 

In tbe evening the two chiefs and mjaelf dined with Tieti^ 
and vrhen we retired I gave up my bed to La-won-quaOj who 
fiat np till nearly daylight smoking opium and talking* 

During the early part of the night Tien joined us in mj 
room to smoke bis pipe. He told roe be was very aii^ioi.iB 
to lay his plan of attack in tbe coming campaign before me, 
for the benefit of my opinion on li I replied that I was 
engaged m mercantile pursuits, and my opinion on such 
matters would be worth little j. but he, with a polite mr of 
disbelief, declared I ouo of those foreign fighting man- 
dariDs employed by the Pekin aoUiorities. T assured him 
that he was nubiaken^ and added that with such a clever 
head as he had, his plan of attack must be gooti He had 
been drinking rather deeply, and spoke several times about 
Yang-kwai-i^^ which ILa-won-quan afterwards proneuncer] 
to bo a gross breacb of etiquette ; hovrover ho soon left: ns 
alone, w^hen the Mooquor fiuggegted tliat I bad better return 
to hifl Tillago and await there the result of the coniiiig fight 
I at oooG jumped at his offer, and arranged to accompany 
him back. 

The next morning the two chiefs met Tien m the public 
room of the Ya-mun to discuss th# coming fight, and afteiv 
wards they ceremoniously sent me their cank ; this was 
looked upon by the Ya-mun people as a great mark of dis¬ 
tinction, and it was followed by an invitation for myself and 
La-won-qiian from the miUtaiy ilandaiins of the town to a 
dinner, where we met three other petty Lei-su chiefs* After 
dinner the and Mooqnor cliicla led the van in a very 
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angry discus&ion witli Tion and the military Mandariiie, the 
latter being told pretty jJaiiily that it was all very well 
calling the to fights but iml^ arnoj; and ammiiuition 
were forthcoming this state of things would not la£ft long^ 
It waji a great relief when at laat the dinner wm ovcr^ and 
La-wun-quan and myself were seated quietly together in our 
room. The chief told me that both he himself and the Ya-t^'* 
chief had determined not to fight unless supplied with arms, 
and suggested that 1 had better remain in the Ya-mun instead 
of returning with him; m it might only create a quarrel 
between him and Tien if I show'ed a preference for himi^elf 

The good fellow i^utiened me not to kava the Ya-mun^ 
under any pretence, by myself, and never to be without arms 
for a moment. 

We spoke of the shooting oxhibition on the previous Jay^ 
and I told him that it was all chance ; whereupon ho told 
mo not to tell any one else, as the lepntatiou for skill I hud 
acquired would be a great safeguards 

Next day I gave a dinner to the military Mandarins and a 
petty chief called Biack-Xoee, while Philip entertamed the 
secretaries and chief subordinates of the Tn-niuu, 

During the morning the Ya-ts^ and Mooquor chiefs, after 
a violent quarrel with Tioup had departed for their villages ; 
flo that at dinner Tien was: obviously very ill-humoured, and 
drank rather deeply. Hie dinner was by no means agrue- 
able, and the departure of the guests was most welcome, 
enabling me to enjoy a reSective smoke in my ovra rooim 
This, however, woe soon intemipted ; for the Black-Nose 
returned, and volunteered to smoko a pipe with me. He 
gindually led up to hk subject^ and at last intiumto^J that if 
1 wkhed to go to Tali-foo, he w^otild, for a proper considera¬ 
tion, take mo them. A secret Bign from Philip warned me 
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to bo on my guard, and I Jeolined his proposal, with polite 
oppressions of itjaiiks, and rogrets tliat my i?tock of casli was 
only one liiLudred taols. , Black-Nosa, liavujg finlsbed bis 
pipe, took himself uff, going straight to Tien's room; and 
Philip then told me that be was one of Tien^s instmmeuts 
iu all tiliiidy tmnsaotioris, and one of the Ya-mnn writem Lad 
Itiiited to PhUip that Tien wanted money^ and that theBIaok- 
Nose would take me to Tali-foo if I paid liim wreU enough. 
Temptingly baited as the trap had been, it had faded to catch 
the bird, and the Black-Nose wivs doubtless disappointed in 
not having the pleasure of quietly disposing of me on the toad 
to Tfdi-foo, in which city be was, as 1 afterwards leamod;, a 
nutrked imiiu for ho had been once a llahomedan^ and had 
asi^assinated the Mahomedaa Mandann at SjenH^hnarij when 
that city fell to the Maliomcdan attnsij and then hail deserted 
to the Imperialists He had been also coneomed in the 
murder of two Chinese MandarinSji while a partisan of the 
Jklahomedan cauge i but^ being a useful agent to Tien, he had. 
so far maimged to keep hia head. Such was the charaot-er 
of the Black-Nose, whose kind offer 1 had refuseth 

There was no longer any doubt as to the intentions of 
TieiL It was evident that he wanted my money, the amount 
of which his imagination doubtless exaggerated. However, 
I cenld not bring myself to believe that he would venture oa 
actual riolenco. 

My feelings on lying down to sleep were not pleasant; and 
from thenceforward Philip and myself determined to keep 
alternate watches of six hours during the night. 

Philip tCKik the fir^t watch, and soon amused me from 
sleep^ Announcing Tien, wdso staggered into the room, eon- 
Biderably the wotwj for liquor. Tbo diaercnce between Tien 
drunk find fieii sober wub iiio£t reioarkttblo. In Ida present 
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State lie was qiiairolsemc, ni(!e, atnl Wtjstering j wben sober 
lio was listless, polite almost to dandyism, and very quiet. 
On this oocasion lie told a long rigmamla irtoiy about Lis 
getting money from GLinese merchants for orders on Chen-tu, 
and then broke forth into a violeut tirade against the Ya-ts* 
and Mooqiior chiefs, and alluded to them as ** your friends*^ 
(meaning mine)> and wound up by declaring that, after the 
fight, he would cut their heads oflT, as well as those of other 
people, cnunierating, with the most horrible minnteness, all 
the heails that should roll on the ground when lie had finished 
with the Mahoraedans; and then, in a mock-maudlin manner, 
asked if 1 should like mine ent off. His absurd way of asking 
the question made me laugh, wiiich seemed to irritate him, 
and he asked me what 1 thought my head was worth; when 
I replied that I valued it at the price of the Chinese Empire. 
On this he got up, stared for a moment, and left the room. 

For the next five days I saw nothing of Tien. Due sup¬ 
plies were furnished ua of rice and pork, which Philip cctoked 
and ser\-ed in my own room, the door of which, atneo the 
day after Tien's Jmnkeu visit, hiid been closely guarded by 
soldiery who kept a sharp watch on me, and prevented my 
walking in the outer courtyard, 

On the same evening that these guards were posted, the 
head writer of the Ya-mun came to my room with a request 
from Tien for the loan of one hundred taels. The request 
was conveyed in a manner bo much resembling a commaiid, 
that I pcrcmplorily replied that I eould not comply with it, 
inasmuch as alt my money only amounted to ono hundred 
taek I tlien demanded the reason for pbunog the guards 
at the door, and p'robibitiiig me from walking in the outer 
courtjiTird. The reply, given adth an air of mookeiy, wan in 
effect that Tien Ta-loiTj’a had ordered me to be well guarded. 
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lest aii)' person s^liouli] enter tlie Ya-mun anti do mo some 
injury. Of course, I kneiir tbe meaning of ihiSj quietly 
infomied my visitor that lie eould go. 

The next day I was. allowed to walk in the inner courtyard 
ip front of the joss-bouse, the extent of my promenade being 
not more than thirty yards; and I paced up and down for 
several lioum^ passing the time between smoking and talking 
to mj soljier-guioxi, who, fortunatelyp ivas a jovial sort of 
felliiw^ and greatly appreciated sundry pipcfl of tolwicco. 
Philip seemed to be almost unnoticed by the hlandarinSj, for 
he was allowed to leave the Ya-mun w henever he chose, for 
the purpose of huj^ing provisions ; and no restraint waa placed 
on the attendance of my ^ervant^ Low^dzung. 

Several days passed in this manner^ and nothing of interest 
occurred ; indeed, my presence seemed to be quite foigottcn* 
Tien viisited raei once, and treated me with tho greatest 
ptditeness. Alluding to the guard at m.y door, he told me 
that he was very anxious for my safety^ for he was re- 
sponsihle for me while in his Ya-mun ; and os to my not 
being allow'ed to go into the outer yard^ that had been 
quite a mistake^ wbieh should be reetiHed; 1 was not to 
consider myself a prisoner. The oOol insolettce of the feUovr 
w^os something mar^^dlous ; and he wound up hb vbit by 
telling me that be must have fifteen or twenty tael^ It was 
no use my saying that I had only ono hundred left. Ho told 
me 1 should have the money returned next day ; so, not 
w'bhing to irritate him, I was glad to get rid of my vbitor at 
the price of twenty taels, 

Imuiedbtely after bis visit I found two of my ponies 
standing, saddled, iu front of his room, tho door of which 
opened into the inner coiirL I at once inquired the meaning 
of thb, and w^aa told that Tien required my animals, to cany 
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an to tlio Gcnpral,. Tien’s brotLcr w!ia tny inforinaiit j 

but 1 gave liiia to underetand that I objected to tliis pro-’ 
ceeding, and by way uf proving that I was in earnest, took 
off the aaddlca inyBclj; Severs] of tbe wiitera of the Ya-ijiun 
enme out of Tien s room to ask what I tueaat by this con¬ 
duct. I briefly told tliem that I meant to flght if mj" cattle 
Ti'ere interrerod witii; and drew my knife with sucli an air of 
detcrniiiiation, that Tien bimsclf was ob%ed at last to come 
out, and bt^ that 1 would lend Idm a horse, as he wished to 
visit tlio miJitaiy Mandarins. Of course, I expressed myself 
only too delighted to oblige Tien with a mount. In f^t, I 
begged that he would use niy cattle whenever he liked, if he 
would only let mo know. 

This was a great let-down for my accomplished gaoler; and 
although I felt completely in bis power, something seemed 
to tell me that he dared not touch ray life. TJuus matters 
went on till the 22nd of July; and, beyoml the effects of 
close conflnemeut and anxiety, I suffered but little. 

At this Geasoo'—^now nearly midsummer—the climate of 
W eiaec was not altf^tbcr enjoyable. The summer rains, 
which commeuco in June, and break in the beginning of 
August, made it very damp; and a hot sun, which oooision- 
ally shone for an hour or two in the middle of the day, 
caused everything to steam again. But the nights were cool 
and pleasant Mosquitoes, liowever, were very uutncroiis, 
and, in the absonee of curtains, rendered sleeping somcw’hat 
diflBcult, especially in luy prison chamber, wliich was alto- 
getlicr without ventilation, except for a few holes which I 
made by pushing njy fingeia through tlie paper wnndowa 

It happened to be my watch, from 13 to 6 AJt. on the 
22nd. Philip had relieved me, and I had just fallen aalqcp 
on my boards, when I was aroused by a hand laid on my 
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BliDiilder. It PliiJipp pkcio^ liis lip to my car, 
whi,sproJ thjit something wuh wrodg. The two nulitury 
MauJarius had corao to the Ya-^muji with eerera] soklicnii, 
and desired him to call me at oaee, as they had two letteia 
from the General for Tang Ta-jea. There was no one else about 
hilt the guard at the door^ and he had oljscrved that tho 
aoldicm who accompanied the Mandarioa liad their knires 
concealed in the legs of their long stockingsi, and one of them 
carried a gingalL AH this Philip comTmiuieatod in a rapid 
>^’higpr, and then said aloud, in Chinese^ that two letters 
hatl arrived from the GeneraL 

1 was np in a moment, and ready to receive the Manda¬ 
rins j for, since the gnard had been placed at my door, I had 
never undressed^ or laid aside my mms, w^hen lying down to 
sleep. Philip ushered in the two Mandarins, Ho Ta-lowya 
and Mill Tadowrya by name. They entered with an air of 
great importance, followed by five soldici^, and seating them¬ 
selves on my bed* handed Philip the letters, desiring him to 
rend them. The first one ran as follows iJust now there 
is a great fight Tlie General, Leang-OwhaUp waats money. 
He desires that the English merchant, Tang Kooph, will lend 
him tw^o Ihoijsnnd five hundred Leeang,* which shall be rapid 
after the fight If lie lends this money, he will sooner be 
able to go to Ava j and* if he has the money, he must not 
say nay." The second letter was to this effect“ Leang 
Ta-jcn hears that the Eughsh merchant has a foreign gun, 
imd a wonderful litdo gun, which shoots five times without 
fire Or pwder+ For the general good of the people and 
countiy^ these must be lent to the General, in orrior that tiio 
Mahoincdans may be frightened with these foreign guns." 

ClliJaessii Unm. fw LaeUl = aboilt tight himdrE^ ■Bd tkittj pobDrila atcrling. 
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Wica Pbilip hail read tluj letters, lio teld me iLat tliqy 

only bore the seal of the General's UTiter, and were without 
date. 

Ungbing in veiy bitterness of aouJ, I told the scoundrels 
that 1 ba*l no money to lend, for eighty taels was all I pos¬ 
sessed, and barely siifBdent to enable me to reach my countiy. 
Ho Ta-Iowy^ then, in a bullying manner, declared that he 
did not. belie^'o it, and would search me, and at onco garo 
orders to his soldiem to examine my baggage. I told him, 
quietly, that I should not allow this; then, seeing that they 
really intended violepce^ I asked them to caU 1 : 160 , and said 
that if ho OKlcred mo to show my baggage. I would consent 
To this they agreed, and Tien wag caUod He soon made his 
appearance, and innocently asked what was the matter. The 
farce of explaining inattecs to him was gone through, when, 
W'ith a friendly air and Toluble assurances that no harm 
was intended, he advised me to let the General’s messenger 
see that 1 really Imd not got the money, and to give them 
what 1 bad, which would soon be returned. 

It was evident that a robbery was intended, anti it was 
equally plain that the logg of my remaining eighty taels 
would render it impossible for me to reach either Burmab or 
Bnthang. I resolved, therefore, to stick to them till the last; 
and, pretonding to agree with Tien, 1 suggested that the 
soldiers should be sent out, to make room for Philip to 
display aU my possessiona. My cunning friend b were duped: 
they ordered the soldiers out of tlje room; and, when the 
last one had passed out, I sprang to the door, shot to the 
wooden holt, and, drawing my revolver, covered Tien’s lieaiL 
My blood was up; and, aa I stood glaring at the frightened 
scoupdrels cowering before mg;, I felt a devilish incUnation to 
blow out first their brainis, and then my own. For several 
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secon^U no one spoke ; and, at last, I said to Tien, Ab, yoii 
have got me ia your Ya-muo, and tbink to mb me more 
easily. Good ! Now, listeiL I will show you everything 1 
bavc, even to my eighty taek; but if one of yon puts a 
finger oa them, I 'll shoot you all, and then destroy myself,” 
Wlien I liad done speaking, Ho Ta-Iowya called to the soldiers 
to shoot me through the window ; and the end qf a gingnll 
was shoved through the paper. I hesitated for a second to 
fire at Tien; and then, finding that the soldier did not fire, 
I told Tien, sldl pomtmg my revolver at his bead, that the 
moment I was struck my revolver would ge off, and shoot 
him* His terror, on hearing this, was perfeetly sickening: 
he screamed at the soldier (who was busy trying to light the 
match of his gingall by the aid of a flint and steel) not to 
fire, and to take away hU weapon. The long snoko-like 
barrel was drawn back, and I breathed more freely - while 
the three cowardly wretches in my room begged me not to 
be angry. How Bcoruful I felt as I watched tbeir terror! I 
positively felt myself swell with the pride of superiority; 
and, in spite of ri^on's warnings not to irritate the cowards, 
I told Philip, with an air of mockery^ to show tire robbers 
onr baggage. How I loved my bravo Ettle follower for the 
smile of contempt which he cast on his coimtrymeii, and the 
air of mock reverence with which he took every artide from 
my bz^, and held it up for tlieir insx>eetion ! a neodlcss 
piece of politenesfr, for they were blind to eveiything but the 
gaping muzzle of the revolver, which I stiU kept pointed at 
thorn. my ddn box had l>eett turned inside out, and 

Its contents spread on the floor, I asked tho Mandarins if 
they were ziatisfied, and dropjiod the muzrie of my revolver. 
All three spoke at once, saying that they were quite satis¬ 
fied, and hoped I would not he angiy; they had performcnl 
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an unpleanaut duty, and were sorry that it had anaojed mo. 
1 merely replied, that it would bo aa well to drop qaaeces- 
saiy falsehood, and wareed then, that aay further attempt to 
Tob me would bo useleis and dangeroua During this con¬ 
versation 1 kept a dose watob on them. Both PhUip and 
myself were slightly at a loss wimt to do with our prisonere, 
for such the Maadarms bad really become. Afmld to move 
lest I should fire, they sat huddled together. However, we 
both agreed that they dared not kill us in the Ya-mun, which 
was a sacred edifice, lent by the town to the Mandarin until 
the proper Ya-mun, which bad bean destroyed by the Maho- 
medans, was rebuilt. Aud, besides, everybody knew tbat I 
was travelling under protection of the Sz-chuan Yiceroy. 

Having come to this coaclusion, I informed Tien that they 
were at libcr^ to leave the room, a permission which they 
immediately availed themselves of; and I Lowed them out, 
each, in hia turning, making his eiit with most cssrenionious 
obciBance^ 

WLen tbe door fairly elo^d od tUotn, I sat dawn on 
my bed, and for a moment or two gave way to melaacbolj 
forobodiagSr Tbo Mandaiwi bad now committed themsolvoe 
by an act of violonoOp and they would be afraid to let me go 
free (espe<mlly as I had retained the fojgod lett-ers), I 
sliould report them at Pekin, If I left the Ya-man to return 
to Sz-ehuanr they w'ould* in all probabdity, have me dhpoaod 
of on the road. The only chance of safety, therefore, was to 
remain where I was, thougli at the risk of being poisoned 2 
a danger which struck Philip so fomibly that, on raentioning 
it, he covered hh face with his hands, and nitnrly broke 
do^Tj, 

1 was not left to indulge long in painfn] speculatioiif^ for in 
loss than an hour Tien came to my room wearing a veiy 
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nieftil countenuTico. Ho CDtere<3 iritli a very liumljlo air, and 
Beating hltnsclf on tliO botl, snid^ ** Ah I thifl a had bvi^iueas, 
I have been toH that the officers Ho and llin desire to rob 
yoM, and haye foiqged tliose letters from tbo General. I shall 
pniiish them for this affair j and 1 want the letters^ that I may 
have evidence to convict them," In reply to thh^ I told my 
friend that I preferred keeping the bttoi* myaeU" and doaired 
him to give me an escort to the Geneml nest day, before 
whom 1 would lodge a complaint against those officers, 1 bad 
no intention of quitting the Ya-mnn, bnt merely said thk to 
confuse Tien, wffio at once declnriHl it to be impossible for 
me to go to the General, who could not be troubled with me. 
1 then told him that I would start for Bathang nest day, and 
take the lottoia to Pekin, This was too much for the villain * 
he grew furious, and, throwing off all dis^isep roared out that 
I should not leave my prison until I had hissed the sole of 
his boot I drew my rovolver, and Tien made a hasty 
retreat 

Five days more passed without a sight of Tien. Philip was 
not allowed te leave the Ya-mun, and w^e were daily supplied 
with a cup of raw* rice, some salt vegetables,, and a piece of 
raw pork, thrown into the room, as if to dogs. For two days 
both Philip and myself refused to eat, being afi-aid of poisou ; 
on the tldrd day, however, one of the writers of the Ya-mun 
came to my room, accompanied by a soldier boaiiog mme 
boiled rice and ebickenstew, and, silting down to dinner^ took 
mouthful for mouthful of the stew with me, Amviety and 
long fasting bad mwlc ma quite ill, bat this reTired me, and 
duriug tho rtmaindfer of our detention some of the Ya-mun 
people ate with me at every meal. 

Aji occasional present of chen and tobacco quite won the 
hearts of the guanls, who relascd their vigilance u great deal, 
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aiicl allowed ma earlf in the morning, h^fom Tieii was out of 
bod, to walk in the outer ton rtjar A 

iHy fearleais troatment of the ihieo Mandarins seemed to 
have fiimek everybody about the Ya-mun with awe. Previoiifl 
to this affair, I was scarcely noticed j but now no one ever 
passed me or entered my room without making a profound 
obemnee, and I was always addressed as Torjea*” 

One very old man, a writer, paid me a visit eveiy daj^ and 
to him I was indebted for many little acts of kindnesa He 
idvariably brought presents of finiit, eggs, and tobacco, which 
my old friend Low-ling and many of the townspeople sent me. 
The old man had a ekhi, who was also a writer, and he ako 
visited me daily. But a visit that 1 alw'ays looked forward to 
with the greatest plea^re was that of the old man^s grandson, 
a pretty child alxjut eight years of agCL Tliis little fellow 
lived in the Ya-nnin with his grandfather, and every aftetnoon 
on returning from school the child came to my room, fwint on 
one knee before me, and held out bis hooks that 1 might 
touch them. This Ls one of those customs growing out of the 
ChinaTnan*s reverence for hia elders, and is certainly a graceful 
act on the part of youth. He never came without some 
childish offering: sometimes a peach or a plum would bo 
bashfully offered, accompanied by a whispered nec^uost for a 
little piece of foreign paper to write on ; on these oocasions^ 
w hen he had got his treasure, he would dance out of my dull 
chamber and rush off to his grandfather, under whose 
guidance he would write .some compUmentarj lines in honour 
of Tang Ta-jen,” and send them to me. Poor litUe Sen I 
he was the only bright thing T saw during my Btay in 
the "WeiBce Ya-mun. 

On the 28th of July, six days after Tien*s nnsucc^ful 
attempt at rohbeiy, a great commotion in the Ya-mun made 
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me aware that something uuusual had happened ; and on 
inquiring of my guard the cause of the unusual atir, T 
learned that the ^landarin from Atenzo hatl arrived 
with a party of wldiorai «ii roufo to join the Geneml, and 
throughout the day there wm n continual clatter past my 
door, which was locked on the outside, to prevent my showing 
myself, as the guard said, with a wink, when he brought in 
my dinner and sat down with mev In the evening Tien and 
the Atenzo Mandarin dined together, and while they were at 
dinner, Philip, who was allowed to mam all over the Ya-mun, 
managed to creep under the window of their ixtom, and 
succeeded in gtdning a very practical illustration of the 
proverb which tells us that listeners never Lear any good 
of thoTuaelves.; “ for he came to me pale as aghost, nod related 
the following conversation, which he had overheard between 
the two Mandarins, 

Just as Philip took his place under the Trindow Tien asked 
the Atenze Mandarin if ho hod seen the foreigner who had 
passed thiough Atenze on his way to Tali-foo, adding. « We 
have him hem in the Ta-mnn." His guest replied, No, the 
corseil barbanan ; wbat is be 1 1 heard be was writing all 

the time be was in ray town, and drawing the country. The 
son of a dog, too, w rites wdth a pen that requires no ink.■ I 
suppjse he ban ootna to sea the countiy; and hh people will 
come and take it by-anddjy. You have got bim here; why 
don’t you kiU himi" To this my friend Tien replied 
"Why, it's no use to hill him - he has no money. We have 
seamhed him; he has notliiiig; and now we are con.sidcrio*^ 
what to do with him.- When Philip had got thus far, 
so eompletcly overwhelmed, that it was several minutes 
before he could proceed; when he had recovered a little, he 

‘ MU ^-riur. 1 W ia writing m> 
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T^ ent on to roIat« ^hat the Atensse Mandarin said in replj* 
The niffian evidently hated fDreigaors, for he said, «Oh, kill 
him. Yon dispose of him j and ^i^hen I return from the fight, 
I will kill tlioase boob of dogB^ the miaEionaries on the Lan- 
tean-kiang ! they are fast oonverting the Ln-ts^, and they 
win very soon be masters of the countiy, and we shall be 
killed I so kill them allj 1 say," Tien did not seem to join in 
these sentiments, for he took time to consider^ and then 
propo^sed that they should dine together neKt night and talk 
the matter 01 er. Wlien poor httle PhiEp had finished hb 
startling communicatiort, I aat and trembled violently for a 
few minutes; in spite of myself, all the nerves of my body 
seemed to give way, so that I could not lift my hand. This 
horrible feeling, however, soon gave place to passion^ and I 
felt inclined to rush in on the Mandarins, shoot them, and 
take the consequences; but, vrilL an eflTort at seif-controk I 
sat down to deliberate. Tien and his eompanion might get 
drunk the neid: night, and work themselves up to commit 
any violence. If 1 could escape^ it wag just possible to reach 
the Moo<[Upr chief, I was weary of close confinement^ and 
the thought of once more treading the mountain paths caused 
a thrill of pleasure, and I decided upon making an attempt 
to escape on the following nighk The esdtement attending 
this resolution kept me from brooding over ray position, and 
wdien, to wards midnight, Tien Came staggering into my room 
he found his prisoner in capital spirits This was his first 
visit for a week. I suppose the amount of samshu he had 
drunk at dinner made liim brave* for Le commcnce^l to talk 
about foreign devils, and the taking of Pekin by the French 
and Englijsh, whom he cursed frightfully for having destroyed 
the EmperoFa palace. He also told tne that his eldest 
brother was in the capital when it surrendered, previously to 
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which he had suffered severely from atiLrviitionand therVp 
looking at me ydlh a sneer^ lie hiccoi^hed forth that it was 
very curious that he should have a foreign devil with him 
now j and sudderdy retneTulHjrijig what his Atonze fiiond bad 
told him about my having written a description of the 
country^ be dcniaiided my journalp w'hkh was ooncealed and 
securely strapped under my waistcoat I merely laughed at 
his requestj and told him to find it; and he soon forgot its 
existence. 

The idea of Ids having got a foreign devil in his power 
seemed to tickle him amazingly^ and he indulged in repeated 
bursts of laughter^ winch caused Ids attendants at the door to 
shake their heads and look serioiifi. 1 sat without taking the 
least notice of all bis taunts^ hoping that be would grow 
tired of talking to himself^ and go to bed But be bad no 
idea of giving np the pleasure of tomientmg mo so soon ; on 
the contrary, be mistook my quiet manner for fear^ and drew 
bis long, heavy^ silver-handled knifcp desiring that I would 
feel the edge of bis w^eapon^ wbkb I pmnonuced to be sharp 
as a razor. This b-tatement he emphatically endorsedj and 
fnrLhet informed me that it was used for cutting off the bcad% 
oara^ and noses of piisouera Haviug delivered liJinself of this 
lomble foot, bo proceeded to go throiigli the Cbineso a word 
exorcise, which consists of a series of niountebajik-Iike con¬ 
tortions, during which theswwl is whirled round the bofly 
with great rapid itj, DuHng this performanco be frequently 
pretended to make n cut at me^ trying to make me betray 
fear for bis cnjo)Tiieiit; hat ho was not successful and this 
made him veiy^ aavagt^^ much so, that I feared he might 
make areal cut at me. go I stood up and drew my knife, 
amidst a general entreaty on the part of his attendanfcs that 
Tang Ta-jmi would not hurt Tien Tadowya, who had visibly 
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subsiJoJ the moincnt that I drew my blade; but, bejfind 
entreaties, net one v'entured to interfere. I assured them 
that I was only gomg ta play with the Tado^vya^ and pro¬ 
ceeded to say that in my country we had a custom of fencing 
with naked weapons, the mle being not to give mortal 
wound% but to cut each other about the arms and legs; and 
I asked Tien to play a little^ at the same time placing myself 
on guard. This sobered my gcntlemam ^ho sheathed his 
weapon, and began to toJk in a maudlin way about his 
friendship for Tang ^ but it would not do to let him off so 
easily* and I made my blade whifitle round him until his 
terror became so great that my langbtor obliged me to desistj. 
and allow the poor wretch to rush out of the room—not, how¬ 
ever, till 1 had toid lum that I iatended to leave the Wman, 
and if any one Attempted to stop me I w'ould hght j hut ho 
seemed to take this as a joke, and informed me that if I did 
I should^ in all probability, be killed on the roacL 
Next day we armngetl a plan of escape, and, without being 
obocTvedp secreEed about out persons as much of cur valuables 
as wc oould stow. The guard at the door was one of our 
greatest difficulties, and it w-as decided to overpower him if 
he ofibred any resistance^ w’hichp hownvorj was not likely^ for 
he had already offered to let me out of the Ya-mun for a bril>e 
of ^en taels. Low-daung was to have two of our ponies saddleil 
just before daylight in the morniug^ and wait in the court¬ 
yard until joinetl by Philip, wheaj if the guards gave the 
alarm, he and Low-dzung were to make their escape, go to 
the Mooquor chief, and l>cg him to come to my rescue. 

One obstacle, however, which we had overlooked until it 
was almost too late was the watchna.an at the outer gate. Ho 
was an old man, and an inveterate opium-smoker ; so I 
immediately suggested that Philip should make him a present 
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of hts favourite clrug^aod tlie old man wm foTtliwUh applied 
with enough opium to last Inm for a week, aud whoo he got 
it he set to work with hh pipe at once. 

About fioveti in tha evening the Atensse ^laDdarin came 
to dine with Tieiie and the two worthies kept it up until a 
late hour, when they retired utterly incapable, aa the guard 
told tiB. 

The ercitorDent attending on our premeditated flight kept 
05 ^ride awake, and about three m the morning I opened the 
door of my room and found the guard aBloep on the step * ho 
jumped up, however, in an instant when I put my hand on 
him, and aakc^l where 1 was going toL Instantly putting 
my mvolver to hia head, I said, " I am going to Batbatig: do 
not make a noise, or I will shoot He at once understood 

mriitters, and went with me to the room on the oppoatte aide 
of the passage^ where Lia companion was drowsily smoking. 
Here I showed him the Chen-tu Vicoroy^s passport;—when he 
had read it, I drew my knife and, kissing the blade, said I 
would kill him if he prevented my leaving the Ya-mun, at 
the same time offering him a handsome present if he was 
quiet. He was at first inctiued to be rusty, and aroused hi^ 
cortipanion; so, dmpping my knife, I suddenly knocked their 
heads together witli such force that they were half stunned. 
Taking them both along with me^ I joined Philip outside tlie 
gates, and soon reached the outskirts of the town. The two 
soldiers had fulloircd me like lambs, and never once attempted 
to give an idarm as w e passed through tho streets. J at last 
dismissed them with a present of 2,000 chen, which pleased 
them greatly, and they volunteered a promise not to give the 
alrurm at the \a-muti until Tien got up. Tlie fellows even 
asked me to forgive them for having had to guard me, and 
took leave with many expressions of gratitude. By them I 
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returned the two forged letters to Tien, Itoping by tliia 
to Till Iiim of one great cau^ for alai^ at my c^fcape. 

From the time of leaving ray room until wo found our- 
Aelvea outride the town, everything had passed m quickly as 
to give no time for refleotion, and I could with difficulty 
realke the fact that I was free. After disroksing the soldiers 
1 almost regretted not having made them accompany rae, 
but second the lights suggested that they would have been 
likely to give the alarm at some of the villages on our road, 
and, feeling tho nec€a=5ity of putting as much distance as 
possible between myself and Tieu, I burried fonvartL Pliilip 
narrated^ tliat on taking the ponies out of the oourtyard^ the 
watcVimau had called out fiom his den to inquire what was 
astir; so he put his head in at tho door and a>;ked him how 
he liked the opium^—oa which the old man merely remarked 
that it was very good, and returned to his Iscloved pipe. 

After riding at a good pace along the highway until day¬ 
light, we struck off into the hills and picked our way through 
the forests^ hoping by this means to avoid being retaken by 
pursuers from the Ya-mtm; but, after floundering along for 
several hours over the rough sides of the hills, we once more 
decoded to the main road, and reached Kiia-kha about three 
in the afternoon, \dth our animals completely eshausted, I 
went to the house of La-won-quants friend, where I bad put 
up on my previous visit, arid in less than au hour the Lama 
procured a messenger, whom I despatched to Compo with a 
letter telling the chief how 1 was situated, and intending to 
Tc^it at Kha-kha until sundown, I gave my pcniea a feed, and 
set about getting a meal for ourselves. Al>out five o’clock, 
jiiat as we were satldling up for a start, a soldier arrivtKl, 
accompanied by a dozen others^ all armed to the teeth, and, 
coming straight to tne^ produced a wnrmnt for the arrest of 
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Tiuig Koopah, Addressed to all the head meu and chiefs of 
the country between WelflOo ami Atenae^ nuder the seal of 
Tien Tadowya. The soldier was very civih saying he was 
fiorry^ but must obey orders, and begged me not to resist as 
bis instructions were to bring back my bodj% dead or alive. Of 
course resistance was useless^ and I was again made prisoner. 
Poor Philip quite gave way now, and m accents of bitter 
grief declared that we should have our lieacls taken off to a 
certainty, I confess to feeling very uncaary, but kept my 
trust in la-won-quan, who would get the letter next morn¬ 
ing, and hasten to my relief i and with this assurance I 
cheered up poor little Philip as much ns possible. 

^Yitb the first dawn of day my capture were impatient to 
start; and by five o^clock I marched out of Kha-kha a prisoner 
cloiiely guarded. A more horriblis ride I never bad in my 
life, for I expected, every moment, some treacherous assault 
horn our guards ; and 1 was still more depreassed by the team 
of poor Philip^ who vnried bis lumentations by vociferous 
pniyers, calling upon the Virgiu and all the saints to pro¬ 
tect USL 

Aliout noon v^e le-entered Weisee, and rode tbxongb the 
main street, which, as it w'as market-day, was crowded with 
people. Among tlie crowd many recognised and gnluted me. 
’WTien passing the hotel. Low-ling attracted my attention 
by wa\dng his hand. Beating his breast eneigoticallyp and 
ilmwdng himself up witli a shake of tiie head, he intjinated 
lhal I was to keep up my licarL Stmnge to say the moment 
we entered the town my spirits rose, and I acknowledged the 
kindly salutes of ihe people with friendly smiles and bows. 

At one or two of tho hucksters’ stalls I was stopped, and 
a uombcT of bands were Btrt tched out to mo, each bolding a 
prc'sent of some sort> such as an ai^ple, plum, or now-laid egg. 
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Tlicflc little marks of kin^Iness }mt\ adieering effect; and I 
entcnxl the outer court of llie Ya-nuin witli a baiigttj, iudif- 
fcrcnt air^ that silenced all remarks on the part of the sur¬ 
rounding cfO'wrd of imderlln^ DisEiiouating at once, I atrotk 
through the crowd fltraight into tlie Mandarin's foom, Philip 
delaying to follow for a minute or two. Tien was sitting 
alone^ and asked mcp with a sardonic grinp if I had enjoyed 
my ride. Without noticing his rudenofis, I quietly told him 
that lie was very foolish to keep me in prison, and deiuauded 
to be ^nt to Bathang. This he refused, with a bni^t of 
insolent laughter. Still oontmlling myself, I asked him w hat 
he intended to do. Ho replied^ in a languid nmnner^ that 
he wTiR considering whether he should put me in chains, or 
Out my head off With a bitter laughs I grasped him with 
my left hand, and w'as in the act of drawing my rcrolrer to 
shoot him^ and put an end to the oppressiire agony of sus¬ 
pense. Just at this oritical moment, as Tien was struggling 
to free himself fioin my grasp, Philip entered, and told mo 
not to shoot Tien, as he ha<l heard outside that some of the 
neighbouring chiefs had sent deputies that morning to the 
Ya-mon for the purpose of demanding my release. Upon 
this, I burst into a loud roar of laughter, ejiclaiming, ^ Ah, 
Tien, now I know the meaning of all this hiiainess. You 
thought I was a ^rahomedon f^nt You did not w-ont my 
money ] you only wkhed to examine my baggage, to sec if 
I was taking anything to the Midiomcdans. Well, well, I 
will wait here until you WTite to Biithang, and inquire who 
1 am. You don't seem to believe my pasi?pqrt, so I’U 
remimi till you hear from the Eathnug Man Jario, who re- 
coived a letter from the Ss-chuan Viceroy about me.^ When 
he heard this, Tien was umnistakcably pleased. He admit¬ 
ted that what I had said was true, and begged me to let Iiim 
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^ into the next tqqtil, nini not bo nngry witli binL He 
came out of the room ognin nJmost immedintclyj accompa¬ 
nied by bis two acconipliccsSj Eo Tii-lowja and Min Ta-low}"*^ 
the soldier Mandarins, and laoghcd at tlicm for taking me 
for a Mabomedau spy j and they appeared intensely pleased 
at tile idea. Baling, now that we all understood each other, 
they would write to the General, and ask him to lot me go. 
Aware that the Mandarins feared to let me depart under 
the impression that they had intended to rob me, Philip's 
anuounoement prompted this happy thought of persuading 
them of my belief that they had only detained me on sus¬ 
picion of being a spy. That they swallowed the bait, is 
certain; for they at once composed a letter to the Geueral, 
saying that I had been detained in the Ya-mim for some 
lime, under suspicion of being a Mabomedau spy, but that 
now all doubta were cleared up, and, if the General had no 
objection, they would give mo anothor poasport enabling me 
to go. This letter w™ forthwith dispatched. And then 
Tien cunningly told me that he would also have to got the 
consent of all the head men of the neigiibourhood to my depar- 
tUTO, Matters had novr taken an unexpected tnrm I felt 
safe, and retired to my room in high spirits. HiHip was 
enchanted with my cunnmg mode of removing the Manda¬ 
rins* anxiety about their attempted robbery; and the brave 
little fellow fairly laughed himself to sleep, 

Next morning when 1 awoke, after a refreshing sleep of 
six lionra, nil was still in the Ya-mun^ and I smoked an early 
pipe in the outer courtyard, whither I went without encoun¬ 
tering a soul; for aU was apparently at an end 

Between ten and eleven 1 was sitting alone at breakfast 
(Philip having been forced, against his wiU, to go to the 
house of the Mandarin, Hu), when a great commotion was 




Ch. xni.] 


BtSCUED BV TOE CIIEEFS. 


m 


hcarnl in the middle court. I waa conscious of a slight 
tremouT, as ilie jarring sound told almost at the eaine 
instant that tlio bolt of my door was drawn on the outaidc ^ 
and, to add to my fear, I fancied I heard Philip call out. 

Master ! jJfearly an hour, however, passed without any 
intrusion, though I heard lond and angry voiees in Tien’s 
room, and, oocasionally, the words " Tang Ta-jen ! ” “Ta 
Ing-qua I ” (great England) dUtmctly reached my ears. 
Something was evidently talcing place with reference to 
myself; and my anxiety had almost become nnendumhle, 
wheu the uproar increased, and the door was suddenly burst 
open. In a moment I was on my feet, and levelled my 
revolver at the intrudeia, the foremost of whom advanced a 
step into my room, and, bending cm one knee, said, '* Don’t 
fear, don't fear, TangTa-jen; you shaQ not dio in this 
country," For the moment I glared on iny thneiod assail- 
autu without recognising thorn. As soon, however, as the 
first one spoke, I recognised him for La-won-quan's brother- 
iu-law. The relief erpetienced was almost too mueb for me, 
and I raised the Mooquor with a few warm woi*ds of sincere 
welcome. Tlio other men ontaido, who wore deputies from 
the Ya-tfl", Tzfr-fan, and Lei-su chiefs, thon one after another 
came and bent their knees before me, repenting that I nee<l 
not fear, for they would protect me as far as Atenze, and I 
could leave the Ya-mun wbenorer I liked. After chatting 
for a little time, they all took their leave, promising to 
detach some of their people to take caro of me; and, accord- 
iagly, a number of Mooquor and Ya-ts“ soldiers remained in 
the Ya-raun, and, m the place of a Chinese guard at my door, 
several Mooquors attended on mo, taking as much care of 
Tang Koopah as tlmugli he had been an emperor. 

When Philip returned, about an hour after, he told mo 
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that Ho Ta-loT^ 7 a hiul Bont for hirn^ under the pretenoe of 
wisbiDg to buy bohio turquoise Btones^ but bad only tsilket! 
to liim, apparently, without any other object than that of 
keeping him out of the Y"a-iiitm+ After leaving Ho*3 house] 
he had met the deputies^ who told him about tlieir stormy 
intersdew with Tien^ and its result. It appeared tliat Tien 
told them be Imd tried to get money from me for the purpose 
of protecUng country against the Mahomedans, and, 
in order to succeed^ had u^d idolence. If, therefore, I wn^ 
allowed to relum to Pekin^ I would report the whole affair; 
in which isase all the chiefi, aa well aa himficlf, would be 
piiniehed, and, under these circumstances, he proposed that 1 
should be quietly disposed oh Tbis proposition had enraged 
tbc deputies, as it displayed an intention on Tien^a part to 
umke their ebieft to some extent his accomplices. The 
deputies, one and all, emphatically repudiated all complicity 
on the part of their chiefs^ and gave Tien to underatand that 
1 should not be killed iu iheix country. Tliey also expressed 
their belief that foreigners were good mtu, who paid for 
eveiything as they went along, and they had little fear but 
that Tang Ta-jen would speak the tnith when he reaebetl 
Pekin. Tien flew into a passion wbon he woa toM this by 
the MooquOF deputy, who suddenly ended the conference by 
defying Tien, giving emphasis to his defiance by banging his 
fist on the table, and rushing off to my room, m I have 
describeti. 

When Philip had finished his report, we went to Tien^s 
room, and found that worthy dosctcfd with Min Tadowya, 1 
asked if the General had given ordera for my release, and 
whether the head uien objected to it; in answer to w'hich 
I was told by Tien to mind my own business : when the order 
for my release camo from the General, I should be set free. 
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I spent the neit day on mj bed^ very unwell with fever, 
the results of a wetting during our ride to Kba^kJuu In the 
evening, Tien sent for Philip, to say that now everytlung 
had been expiained, and the Genend had seat orders for my 
release, 6o I could leave whenever I UJced for TaH-foo, I, of 
course had long since abandoned all hope of reaching Burmah * 
and any attempt to pass into Mahomedan territory would 
give Tien an opportunity to take his revenge, and my life 
would not be worth a day's purchase^ It was with a heavy 
heart, therefore, that, on the Sth of August^ after nearly five 
weeks of imprisonment and painful anxiety, I commenced 
preparations for retracing my steps towards home. 

In the evening I called on the tw^o mOltary Mandarins, to 
take my leave. They were both from home, and I left 
my card for them. This ceremony was a little piece of hum¬ 
bug OD my part, for the piopose of making them imagiue 
that I was sincere m the belief that they had mistaken me 
for a spy 

Tiea came to my room late at night, and brought a pa^ 
port for Atenze, telling rne that he was '' quite sorry to Jose 
the pleasant society of Tang Ta-jen.” We bade eacb other 
a ceremonious fonewcH; and I turned in, to sleep for the last 
time in the Weisee Ya-^mun. 


CHAPTEE XIV. 

BETUEa" TO TA-raiAlf LOO. 

DfrjMirttiFa from Wdflfec—A Angil-^^hirn tfl Atflaie^'nnbfiEaJi 

DmricA-^Buidtiflfi; of a Siip-clBiwi^BeiiciflrBd Hopw^DiaapfwinlJlieDt— 
Efkffied Butudiiti—TM-ferty on tha CqM at 

Baltutqg—An Act of Jttstieo—TbiVatan Necemitj for Bnrmali and 

Yrnuian Tmde—Difficuliy about tlie DMipatoh'H—A Wild 

Thjs mDmiDg of the 6 th of AugiJ&t waaloTelyj the summer 
rains had broken, the heavy eurtain of mist wMch so long 
bad hung over the valley and mouDtaina had disappeared, 
and the morning sun ehed its undimmed light on the snr- 
Tounding country, fresh and smiling after its long summer 
bath. 

It was a glorious mommg to enjoy onr ncwly-aequired 
freedom, and by six o’clock my party, all ready, waited in the 
outer courtyard^ while I roeoivod ibo tedious good wishes of 
the suboidinatcs of the Ya-muiL At last 1 fairly turned my 
back on them and rode through the town j at the hotel a lai^ 
crowd of people, beaded by Low-ling fairly blocked up the 
way, and I was ogain detained by leave-taking. This is always 
accompanied by great ceremony amongst the Chinese, but on 
this occasion it appeared mterminablc. My position in the 
Yar^mnn had been woU known and fuEy canvassed amongst 
the townspeople 5 and tlie fact of my being a foreigner, to say 
nothing of my rescue by the chiefa, had caused gre^t excite¬ 
ment, and now that I was about to leave in triumph, many 
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people 'whom I had nevep aeon before were aoxieua to go 
through the ceremony of Jeave-takuig with Tang Taejon; and 
there was such & bemlmg of knees and roiter&tioii of compli¬ 
ments, that it becamo at last necessary to cut it short by 
orders for a move; so, escorted by a large crowd to the very 
ontskirts of the town, I there finally took leave of my staunch 
ally, Low-liog, and settled down to the march. 

In three days we reached Xa-won-^uan's village, laving 
met the chief himself, in company with the Ya-ts'* chief, on 
their way to TFeisee, at the head of fi, laigc body of fighting- 
Ya-ts“ chief merely bowed as he passed, and 
sent a man to inquire if I was all right, by whom I returned 
a message to the eSbet that I was greatly mdebted to his 
interference for my safety. About haif-an-honr afterwards I 
met tlio Mooquor ; he dismounted the moment he caught , 
sight of my party, and advanced on foot to meet me. Paying 
him the same mark of respect, I dismounted, and the good 
fellow expressed his joy at my safety, saying that he bad 
heard of rien'a beha’v'ionr, and at once sent his head man to 
T^eisee. He apologised for his neediitl absence from his 
house, where, however, he had left orders for our entertain¬ 
ment. 

Peferring to Tien’s aesertion that he Lad tried to get my 
money for the purpose of carrying on the war against the 
htahomedana, Xa-won-quan assured me that he «Tid the 
Ya-t8“ chief had time after time supplied him with meuey 
for the war, which had always been squandered by Tien and 
his associates in riotous living ; and the thief particularly 
requested that Tien's conduct might be reported at Pekin, in 
order that he might be puuisbed.^ With a promise to report 

Ih KofEiaber, IWS, I leported mj- inipriioiiiiwttt to Sir R. JUisiwk, htr 
ilnjcBt/* litin]iic«r ot P*binj bni oji la tiir man tku tiro 
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all that had taken place to the proper anthorities, and to Jo 
my best to have Tico puoishccl for his misdoeds, I took leave 
of my friend and protector. 

I Was Sony that w'e could not spend motie tiuie io^ther^ 
hut our intorviow interrupled the march of the ehiofs little 
ariuyj whioh. nuiiiberecl about 400 fine-looking fellows, neavly 
all armed with ginguUs, in this respect differing from the 
Ya-ts'^ chief b followers^ who^ though greatly superior in 
iiumVers^ were not so well armed ; not more than one in 
twenty possessed a gingaU^ wlulo the rest had only their 
knives crossbows, and poisoned niTowa The Ya-ts“ chief 
had dcdiDed to caJ] out many of bis own people, and had 
conlouted himself with summoning his Lu-is"^ subjects^ to 
avoid the charge of ciisloyalty to the Chinese, Neither ho 
nor the Mooqaor were at all pleased at ha^dng to repair to 
AVeisee* and, according to snbseqrient information, the Jla- 
homedaos were not much troubled on the Weigee side. 

Arriitring at Compo, I was received as an expected guest by 
La-^won^uan^s wife and faimly, Froai the timo of leaving 
Weisno I had been suffering slightly fimm fever, aoJ now felt 
thoroughly ilh aad in less than two hours after my arrival 
was quite insoueible. For two daj^ I laid unconscious of 
everything, ^Yheo at length 1 regained consciousaesa, the 
chiefs wife and Philip were bending over me, the latter 
murmuring prayers, and the former wringing out a wet towel 
which she had just taken fmm my head. Beyond e.’ctreme 
weakness, I felt bttle tho worse, and in a couple of hours was 
able to eat SDEne boiled rioe, 

Philip told me that I bad buddeuly become inseuaihlc, aud 
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coDtinued In violent mavukiona foi- a bng time, accempajiied 
hy puigimg and other gymptoma The people of the bouse had 
atispeeted poison, and administered emetics in the shape of salt 
and i^aterj bowevcr, it cotild not have been anything serloui^ 
for I was able on the third mortiing to get up. and after a 
hearty meal oommenocd another mamb. I reconi this incident 
in order to bear testimony to the gentle kindness and motherly 
care of my hostc^ to which my recovery then was owing, 
nnd who proved herself a ministering angeL 

A couple of nmrehoa brought us to the bridge leading to 
the imasionary station of IVcoo, and I hailed the Fathert 
across the river, bat after waiting in vain for an hour, we 
wont on to 'Wha-foo-piq, and put up with my former frientlB. 
From them I learnt that a party of soldiers had been sent 
from ttbisee, to escape from whom tlie Fathers had fled to 
the hill^ so that they also had been iuflermg from Tien’s 
hatred of foreigners. 

About two in the mormng I was suddenly awakened by 
hearing some one in the room and Philip’s voice demanding 
who was there, when, to my great surprise, the intruder 
replied in Latin. A light was speedily procured, andi revealed 
two Lu'ta’* Christians, who bad been sent by the mlsaionaries 
with a letter, stating that Tien had sent a party of officials, 
attended by a TUimber of soldiers, to the Mission-house^ w‘ith 
a demand for iSflO taels j and on the request being refused, 
the patty hod threatened to return nejct day and burn the 
place down unless the money was forthcoming. This state of 
things had compelled the good Fathere Biet imd Diibemard 
to take refuge in the mountnins in order to save at least 
their Uvea 

Some native Christians who remained at tho station had 
heard me hailing, but were afraid to answer beibre communi- 
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eating Tsitli tliie Fathers, who, leaniing that I had gone on to 
Wha-foo-pinj sent the letter in e^cpbimtion of their absence. 

From Wha-foo-pin we reached Ateuze m three marches. 
The people of Goneah aa we passed through their village 
fliM::ked round witli entreaties for more ointment. Poor 
things 1 it was hard to disappoint them^ hut mj store liad 
long amce heen exhaustedL The chief m person escorted mo 
to Atenzo, and I was glad to hire some of his niule^ m my 
cattle were knocked up, the result of having been fed on 
nothing but green grass in Woisee. 

From the point where the road left the Lan-tsan-kumg and 
entered the valley leading to Atenze, I w as struck wdth what 
appeared to be signs of a terrific flood, and on Inquiring of 
the Goneah chief, he told me that about a week after our 
departure from Atenze a frightful fioed had tom down the 
valley, sweeping everything before it Not a trace of the 
luxuriant wheat fields^ walnut groveiH and Thibetan houses^ 
before notkedj now remained Near the town itself* where 
the valley narrow-ed* the ravages of the flood were more 
apparent The Extensive Thibetan suburbs had entirely 
vanished, and where we had formerly passed along a path 
bordered on either hand hy numbers of bouses* we now- 
picked oar w^ay along the bottom of a deep furrow, which 
looked if it had been formed hy the passage of some giant 
plough. Part of the town it^lf, wdth a portion of the w^all* 
Lad also been washed away hy the flood, which had in the 
space of tliTce hours risen* wrought aH this fearful havoc* and 
aub^ded. 

Our entrance into the town waa a aignal for the populntion 
to turn out en wircase, for rumours of the proccediugs at Weisee 
had already reached them. Though perfectly reBpeetful* the 
people thronged round ub with open-mouthed curiosity,, and 
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tbe twQ Mooquor guards seemed to attract oonsaderable atteu- 
tion. Our ani val at tbe hotel placed the landlord in a c^uaudaTj. 
ImagiDing me to be fstill imder surveillaiLoe of the Mandarins, 
be at once said that he could not admit me 'without an order 
from the Yarmtm; but I quickly disposed of his objection by 
telling him to get one for himseifp and took up my quarters 
as before^ wbiJe be rushed off to the Ta-mun for tbe required 
permit. He sooD returnedj, anyiag all was ligbt, and set 
about discharging bis duties as host with due alacrity. 

We had now once more reached a great elevatioDp and 
drawing breath produced the same suffering that we had 
experienced when ascending the mountains after leaving Ta- 
tsiau-loo; bow^everj though painful, it was sure, na experience 
had taught ns^ to wear off^ and determined in Bpite of it 
to continue on next day* 

lu tbe evening the mother of the Mandariii who had so 
strongly urged Tien to put the " foreign devil to death sent 
to heg a little ointmeul for her leg, which was very sore. By 
dint of scraping, the jar yielded enough to satisfy her request, 
and I received in tetiim a present of tobacco^ rice, and dried 
venison^ with a message that Tang Ta-jen was to be of good 
hearty as he was now safe. She probably did not know bow 
very much her son had wished to JdU me^ or perhaps she 
would not have been so pressing in her entreaties. 

At this place the faitliful Mooquor guards were to leave 
me, and accordingly next morning they bade rue good-bye, 
refusing to accept any present for their services Their de¬ 
parture considerably lessened my sense of security, and it was 
only too probable that w'e should meet fresh troubles in tbe 
hostile country before ns. However, before leaving, they 
procured mo two trustworthy Thibetan guides to take ue to 
Bathaug. 
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Althougli, in order to avoid tbe journey between Ateoze 
and Bathangp I bad induced tLe Geoeral to alter my pass- 
portfij so aa to give the option of travelling by Tsung^taio 
to Ya-ta>w, it seemed safer not to attempt that route against 
the advice of the Mooquora and the strongly-exprcBscd ob¬ 
jections of Tien when he heard of my intention, and wo 
nefiolved by forced marches to avoid stopping at the places 
whore the people tad formerly manifested their hostility. 
This was rendered easy by our having hdd in a capital stock 
of provisions for the road, in the shape of ham, flour^ dried 
venisonj and ton* So on the I7th of August, having cjnittcd 
Atenze amidst a deluge of rain, we passed the night at Ton^ 
where our former hosts treated us very kindly, j^lrrived at the 
foot of Tsai I Shoo, we found tbe road obliterated, and the moun¬ 
tain torrent, along whose banks the road ascended from Tong^ 
fearfully swollco, while the bridge by which we should have 
crossed together witli several hundred ymds of the pathway 
had been entirely swept away. An attempt to foid it proved 
a failure, for tbe rush of water was too great, and the animals 
refused to face it j so there was nothing left: bnt to make a 
detour up tlie mountains, aud we commenced the ascent en 
our left For several miles we tolled np the lower flanks of 
Tsali Shan, picking our way tbrougb the forest without any 
track to assist us, end towards sundown emeiged from the 
pines and tea-oil trees on to tbe grassy slopes of a moun¬ 
tain piled in liugo swelbng masses above. Wave after 
wave of the mountain was ascended, until at laat^ just as it 
was getting dark, we reached a herdsman's hut, nestled in a 
valley high up amongst the clouds, just on the line of per¬ 
petual snow. Here we were admitted, and our animals 
turned loose to graze with tbe yaks belonging to our host 
Nest day we were obliged to remain at the hut, for Philip 
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in Ilia turn dot'll with bigli fe?er^ and for several hohts 
was quite delirious; but towanb night the bonefiek] offeck 
of a purgative and liberal doses of quiuine were visible in Ills 
decided iniproveinent 

1 amused mjaclf durieg the day by c:camuiing the interior 
of tlie hut, which waa oruaiuented by Hors of iron milk-pans 
all lound the wails, while large bides full of butter took tip the 
greater portion of the floor^ and tben I watched the berdsmen 
mailing butter and elice8& Three men churned from moriMD^^ 

Cl" 

till night, uBiug long barrels about four feet high and one 
foot in diameter. La which they worked a dasher, n ^ d e 
of a round, flat piece of wood, wllL boles in it, and a long 
handle. These dashers they worked up and down one aftp r 
the other, keeping time to a monotonous tune. 

There vfere tea men belon^ng to the hut, who were 
employed in milking about a hundred oow yaks, and making 
butter and cheese ; while four othem ttnycUed daily between 
the grazing ground and Tong, with the produce of the dairy, 
which was transported cm yaks. 

The Thibetans couanmc large quantities of cheese, hut 
their manner of making it renders it anything but palatable. 
Their iron milk-pans are never washed, and, oocordiagly, 
their cream and milk are alwaj's very sour. The acidity of 
the cheese makes it uneatable; and, as the buttermilk is 
never sqacczod or washed out of the butter, I found it too 
landd for use, unless when it was poesible to buy it fresh 
and wash it, and pick out the hoiis myaelf. 

Our hosts were eaceedingly kind and liberal with their 
butter, and in the afternoon 1 accompanied them to their 
milking-ground, about a quarter of a mile from the hut. 
All the yaks were waiting, and appeared very tamo. Each 
mau carried with him a small bnsket of salt, a handful of 
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winch wm givcti to oaolv It to have a great effect 

upon tbo animnlB ^ for^ aa soon aa they had oaten their aaitp 
they stood patiently to be millced, 

Tlie calves, which were allowed to mu with the mothcris^ 
bad on halterfi^ studded with spikes, to prevent them from 
Euckiog ; and, os soon as each oow was milked, her calf 
would shove up its Utile headj to have the halter taken off 
The herd were in magnificent conditioD j as fat and glossy in 
the coat oa stall-fed osseiu 

August aud September are the two best months for the 
Thibetan bexdsmanj for then hia herd, having fed their way 
up the mountain from the lower valleys which they leave 
about the middle of May^ have grown fat on the young and 
tender gross, which shoots up with wonderful rapidity os the 
gnow gradually melts* About the beginning of October the 
yaks, of their own accord^ oammence feeding down w^oitls, as 
the snow begins to lie nn the heights, and by the middle of 
November they are aU down in the lower valleys again, 
where they soon lose their conditioiip and pick up a pre¬ 
carious livelihood^ contending against the snows of the 
Thibctaa winter^ 

After a day's rest, Philip found himself able to travel, and 
wo contbiued our aaoeni It mined in torrents all day, aud 
we camped at night in another grassy valley, just below the 
guowdine, taking up our q^iartera in the mins of an old hut 
Part of the mud walls remained, affording but scanty sholter 
from the driving raim However, a traveller is fertile in 
expedients, aud one of my blankets was soon converted into 
a fairly comfortable tent; while our guides, muffled up in 
their huge skin-coats, defied alike both min and cold, A 
wretched night of cold and rain was succeeded by a fine suu- 
lise, and we saddled up early, gkd to warm our numbed 
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bodies by oxerciso. Thifi valley led ub up to a passi in T^Li 
Shau^ about ton miles to tJie Dorth of our former route. 
From the Bummit of the a ^lendid panorama of inouo- 
tain seeneiy unrolled it^ielf before ui All around, far and 
near, gigantic snowcapped peaks towered heavenwards in 
the wildest disorder^ forming a scene of desolate grondeut as 
we ascended above the boundary-line of vegetation. Eut 
we could not stay to enjoy the prospect^ for our guidess begged 
me to make haste^ and descend^ pointings with looks of fear^ ’ 
to a line of black clouds rising in the west. Wo hurried 
down the moimtam, and reached a long grassy gleUp down 
which a tiny stream Rowed peaceably on its way to tbe lower 
vaUeys, Here wn stopped for breakfast; and while we wei^ 
engaged on our butter tea and damper^ the guides called 
my attention to tbe douds^ wkiob W'cre now approacldng the 
pass. Just above it tow-ered an enormously high peak ; and 
w^ben tbe cloud reached this peak it immediately seemed to 
dissolve into smoke, and a peculiar subdued roar soon leachod 
our ears. In a very' few mjnutes a white line showed tbe 
water teaiing down the mountain to join tbe Btream* a 
hundred yarila from which we were camped ; and presently, 
with ever-increaaing roar, the body of water forced its way 
past m As the torrent rushed down the vallejp it tore up 
tbe bed of the original stream, eicavaiiug a deep cbanael for 
itself, some tliirty feet deep and fifty wide, with banks formed 
of earth and stones, as if piled up by navvioa In less thaa 
an hour all was still sgnin, and the stream runniDg quietly at 
the bottom of its enlarged bed Bidding my party continue 
oUj after breakfast I rode back tow^ardii the foot of the peak, 
which was still partially, as I thought, enveloped in a dense 
mist lu an hour, however, I reached the pass, and, to my 
amaisement, found tliat the peak had been reduced into a 
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huge monnd, ^shornL of two-tbixiLs of its former Lei^ht^ while 
Uoth the oastcm onJ western slopes of the mountaie were 
tom up flod Btrewu with tho in the shape of boulders 

and stones. This rounded eminence alone remained to mark 
the place of tho giant peak j and I had thus an opportunity 
of ohserviog how these ragged mountrda peaks are gradually 
transformed^ by the destmoUva power of water. 

Throughout the mountains of Eastcrri Thibet, the rounded 
appearance of some of the heights is veiy remarkable^ and 
it is doubtless to be attributed to the agency of deluges such 
as that I witnessed in actual operation. 

Thankful at our own escape^ and awe-atricken bj the view 
of this great feat of Nature^ 1 hurried down the mountain^ 
and picking up the tracks of my party^ soon overtook them 
near the village of Tsnli. We passed through without stop^ 
ping;^ and camped out in the opeUp a f^vt miles from the hut 
of the rauak-hunter at Jesaundee^ to whom neat day we paid 
a fiyiDg visitj only to find the friendly owner absent, and the 
hut elosed. Beyotid Jessundeo w'e left the main rosd, and 
struck into a by-path leading to Pa-raoo-tan^ finding a uight s 
quarters and a worm welcome in the hoiise of a Thibetan 
occ^iiaintasce of one of our guides, wlio, for Ices thivn n half 
tael, sold us the Imlf of a fat sheep, weighing about tliirty-sia 
pounds, which our party of six disposed of before startiDg 
the next morning. The house of our host was mtuated in 
one of thoae beautifully fertiie valleys that the traveller so 
often meets with in Thibeh Peaa^ turnips^* and the now ripe 
bearded wheat were Bourishing luxuriantly; and Our store of 
luxuries was enriched with an ahtindanoe of now waluuta 

During the eveniug our host told U 3 that oa the morrow 
the Pebuuzfls"^ or Nepaulese Amhaasador, was oipeeted to 

* Or rfttber Tc^tabl-K rtrOD^Jy rwinbliiig tumipa, bath in liSnf cLfid root. 
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arrive at Pa-moo-tan, on liis way back to Lh^-ssa. This was 
good nows indeed^ Juggut Share had asked me^ in Chen-iu 
to fwcompanj him back to Lh^a^ but the date of his mtem 
was then m remote, that I could not wait. Now^ however^ 
tbeie was nothing to prevent mj acceptance of his offer; and 
there seemed to be a chance of reaching India after all hope 
of sticp^ had been given up* Excitement banished sleep i 
and Philip and myedf sat up smoking until daylight^ when 
w’6 roused our party, and started for Fa-moo-taiij where we 
amyed early in the Afternoon^ and put up at the head man'e 
bou^ He was absent, but his ser^^anta informed me that 
the Ambassador w'ouIJ anivo at Kung-ze-din vUl&ge, one 
march distant, next day* So^ aft^r another night of restless 
impatience^ we ogaiu resumed our march* 

ifj poor baggage-aniinals by this time were nearly all 
done up ; the two pomes were mere skin and bene, dead 
lame, and unable to carry a load* I bad, in €onsc<]ueuce, 
marched on foot for two days, having transferred their loads 
to my own mule, Jacob* Fortunately, Philip*^ inule was ahlo 
to cany him, for bis late lLLucss had left him very weak, 
while I had quite recovered* All attempts to hire some 
baggage-anituaU at Pa-moo-tan proved fruitless^ for every 
iinimal in the country had been pressed for the transport of 
the Ambassador and his suite ; so there was nothing for 
it but to trump on Our arrival, ia the aftemooD^at 

Kung-ze-din produced great excitement The van of the 
Ambassador s party had already arrived, and many of them 
were standing at the doois of the houses as I passed, and 
tlicir stare of astonishment, at the foreigner dressed in 
European costumOj was most amusing. They all greeted me 
With ""Salaam, Sahib I™ and several of them accompanied 
me to the house of the head man* The whole house was 
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eDgagcd for tba Amb^iidor. but the ewuer found me com- 
fortablo quarters iu a house belonging to one of tus slaves, 
whither T wob followed hy the Nepaulesej who were very 
anxious to I earn all aljout me* 

About an hour aftetj a great stir in the village announcod 
that Jnggiit Share had arrived; and in leas than ten mioutes 
one of the principal officers of the Eiabeasy came with a 
message from the Ambassador that he would be glad to see 
me after he had dined. I cm safely aay that the interval 
which passed before I saw Juggut Share w*^as the happiest 
time I had spent since living Hankow^ for 1 felt confidcst 
that I should now be able to go on to Lbissa, and. Teaching 
India, bo rewarded for all my tToublee and privations. 

While thus indulging in pleasant anticipations, a Goorkba 
came to say that the Ambassador was ready to see me j so 
off I started for his quarters, where (a great mark of distinc- 
tion In this country) he received me at the door. When 
closeted together in hi$ roomj 1 narrated all my misfortunes, 
and requested permission to join his party, and tmvel with 
him to Lhdssa. With many expressiona of regret, the Ambas¬ 
sador informed me that he dared not let me accompany him, 
for the Thibetan Government hod already given him notice 
that they would not permit any strangers to join his party. 
He, however, kindly told me that if I was in need of money 
he would be glad to supply my requirements, and would also 
give me a horse. Thus my hopes were again blighted j and 
for a moment or two I w'oa unable to apeak, so great was my 
disappointment In Chen4ii the Ambassador had, with such 
apparent sincerity, pioposed to me to accompany him, that 1 
never dreamed of hiss now refnsiisg. It seemed improbable 
that the plea of inability could he genuine, for the Thibetans 
were unmistakeably afraid of the Nepaulebie, and 1 at once 
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naturally concluded that he was afinid to take me with him 
without the ordeca of His Royal Highue^ Jung Bahadocr 
the Nepauleae Regent, whose jcaloua dklLke of English 
intruHion into Nepaul was too^rcng for him to lelLsh the 
idea of introducing an Englbbtnan into the Thibetan nest, 
where he, in conjunction with the Cliinese, finds ao many 
golden eggs,* Subsecjnent iDformatiou^ however, convinced 
me that Juggut Share would gladly have acceded to my 
truest if he had dared; and I t*ke this opportunity of 
placing on record my sense of gratitude for the great kindness 
experienced at his hands. 

The Ambassador and myself spent the greater part of the 
afternoon together, and armnged to remain at Kuog-ze-clia 
neit day for the purpose of writing letten 5 , which we were to 
exchange and deliver at oar respective destinations. On my 
return to our ijuarterSi, I was at once assailed with eager 
inquiries from Philip, who was very anxious to know when 
we were to start for Lhissa, and was bitterly disappointed to 
hear that we could not go. It was no use, however, to grieve, 
and we gat down to a Bupjier of mushrooms and green chillies 
fried in butter, a deservedly favourite dish amongst the Thi¬ 
betans, whose grasfy mountains in the autumn yield incredible 
quantities of delicious edible fungi, resemhliag, but far exceed¬ 
ing in size, our English musbroomsL 

Early next moming I repaired to Juggut Share b quarters 
w ith pens. Ink, and paper, ami we both set to work writing^ I to 
her Majesty's representative at Khatmandoo, stating my im¬ 
prisonment and forced return | and the Arnh assa dor to Jimg 

* To do Jnna Bdtfutoor jtiEtioo, I mviti ifeta th*t on uiji^tniii to 
I iMimt tLnl ht, at the tha Indian C^omniDEiit, had tent tiuitrucs- 

tioni to Jqggnt Shire to brtnB mq to UnitfSA, and thenee to wnd me ynticr iua 
escort into Bjujeeiiag^ Thwe jnelractioni, bowevEr, had nat—i hdiovo^ 
x^ochod Jnggnt Sham wh^ 1 jmt bim nt Kuug-jpe^duL 
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from whom he hFwl not ho^rd for several reiontlis^ 
as the Chinese ha.d kept back all hb despatehes. While thus 
engaged^ Jtiggut Share could not refraia from expressing his 
utter aMouishment in the most amusing manner; eveiy now 
and again looking at me, as I eat dre^od in ftill European 
COBinme, he would say, Ah, you Englishmen are wondeiful 
men! who but an Eaglisih Sahib would travol alone m such 
a dreadful country as this, so far away from any of jour 
CDU utiymen from aucb remarks oa those, whiel] both he 

and his ofBcei's frequcntlj made during the day, 1 learnt that 
whatever may be the jealous dislike of the Nopatilese towards 
the English in India, they ceilAiiily respect and admire the 
courage of " the SahibsL” It was at last time to return to 
dinner^ for, as Juggut Share remarked, with polite apologies, 
his caste” oould not allow'of our eating together | bnt he 
had already shown his thoughtful care by sending a live 
sheep to our quartci'S; and I left him with a promise to call 
for hia letters, and toko leave of him, as I passed through the 
village in the morning. After I had dined, several officers of 
the Embaasy called upon me> nearly all of whom spoke Chiuese, 
which they Lad acquired during their two years eojoum in 
China ^ geveral who did not apeak Chinese, understood 
Hindostanip and this aerved aa a medium for conversation 
As I intended to march betimea next morning, Philip and 
myaelf soon turned in, but alas, our favourile diet of fried 
musbreorns had brought on severe indigestion, w’hich cost us 
iKJth a resricss nighty and early moruiug fuuud us astir and 
speedily ready for the read j our cavalcade having been in¬ 
creased by the addition of the sheeps w^hich followed na like 
a dogp trotting merrily alongp and beeamo a great favourite, 
so much ao that, be it said in passingp its life was spared for 
three weeks, and only at last umvillingly sacrificed to dire 
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necessity. At the Ambassador's quai-tors ive found himself 
and his whole stafT wAiliiig to see us off, so having taken 
charge of his despatches, and thauked him for the handsome 
horse he had sent me the day before, I rode out of the 
\dJlage, after exchanging many cordial farewells* mingled^ on 
hh part, with warnings to beware of the banditti at Eobber's 
Hill* w ho had recently attacked and routed the advance-guaid 
of his [lartyH Robbers HQl was in our lino of matcb^ and 
would have to be crossed durbag the day^ m tliat there was 
the pleaaing excitement of a possible encounter with Mongol 
banditti] anil my former experience of their chmng when 
firmly opposed, had not impressed mo with much fear of 
these gentry* 

About midday, wc had finished the descent of the famons 
Robber Hill, without seeing any signs of the freobootera, and 
were quietly pursning our way through a defilOp along the 
banks of a aumll stroamp a feeder of the Ein-cha-kiang, which 
w^as visible at the eud of the defile. Suddenly several dis¬ 
mounted Mongols stepped out from behind a pile of gmnite 
boulders ] and wdth their long matchlocks {on which the 
matches were burning) thrown over their arms* stationed 
themselves across the path. I was leading my little party^ 
the three baggage animals following next* while Ptiilip and 
Low-dzung, closely followed by Billy^ the sheeps brought up 
the rear. Seeing the Mongols take up an evidently hostile 
position,! throw forward my rifle^ so as to bring it to bear on 
theiDp and rode up to within a yaid of the suspicious looking 
strangem; 1 then cocked my riflOp asked them in Chinese 
to stand aside, and without vraiting for an answer* rode at 
their line, which at once opeued to let me pass; having thus 
broken their line* I reined up, and Tcmaioed at the aide of 
the path while the rest of my party passed on. 
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Th& flturdj Man^ok se^iisg tlie plunder &Xmii to e^jcape 
them, closed m upon me^ and roughly a^^cd for some tea. 
^“We are hungiy and lanst have it." Pointing to 
sheep which lay &ecmt;iy tied near their place of conceal- 
meat, 1 mised my rifle a little and replied, Yon are not 
huogry with so much shecp'^s flesh at your diapoaal, and there 
is some tea in this foreign gun that will stop your hunger for 
ever^ if I let 3 'ou have it^ bo yon had better go away.‘* Tiie 
impudent fellows laughed outright at this^ and asked where 
I was going to^ and whence 1 came. I told them that w^as 
my business, and rode on. Two of them then followed for a 
few' paces, but as I pulled up and presented my riflo^ they 
retreated, whereupon 1 galloped after my part}', first having 
throwm the outlaw's a little pouch, contaiuiug about half-a- 
pound of tobacco, and I saw no more of them. 

Having cleared the defile, we struck the right bank of the 
Ein-cha-kiang, and continued on fur the ferjry at Soopalong. 

Late in the aftemoon we overtook a party of Chinameiii* 
driving an immense flock of aheep, which they had purchased 
in the Central Kingdom of Thibet^ and were taking to Ta- 
taian-loo for aalc to the dealers who annually repaired thither 
to buy sheep. The poor fellows mistook mo for a Mandarin, as 
I was mufflcil up in my blanket-coat, and immediately began 
to fall on their knees, complaining that they had been robbed 
early m the morning, at the foot of Kobberis Hill, of half a 
basket of tea and five sheep. When they found that I w^as 
only a common wuyfaier^ aud had, like tliemselves, encoun¬ 
tered the robbers fbut with a far different n^ult), they were 
loud in their expressions of surprise at our escape;. 

They told me they had nearly two thousand sheep with 
them, which they had purchased in the neighbourhood of 
Kyan-Kha, for about three niac^ each, equivalent to one 
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sbiJling and tenpenee, and hoped, allowing for death aud 
other aeeidenta, to got about a UiouBanid to Ta-taiandoo, where 
they would roalizo two and a half taels a-pieee. The sheep 
were veiy large, Bhort legged, and carrying a great quantity 
of veiy long fine silky wool ’Wiahing niy Chinese friends better 
sucoe^ for tlae future, we proceeded on, and reached the ferry 
near Soopalong, about five m the evening The ferr>'-boat 
had been reznoved from its former place opposite tbe viDage, 
to a spot about a miJo below^, on account of the SAVollen state 
of tbo river; and the man iu ckarge of the boat telusod to 
take me across^ without an order from the Mandarin; how ¬ 
ever a jadicious display of wrath removed his hesitation, 
and w'o and our aniinrds wei'o soon landed on the opposite 
bank of tbo river. During our passage aemss, a drove of about 
five hundred mules swam over the river, the tea which they 
w ere carryiDg into the Central Kingdom^ being piled in a 
heap, as big a small house, on the bank, w heine it waa left 
to be ferried over in skin boati^, numbers of which were 
plying to and fro. The muleteer tried to cross the river on 
pony back, and came to great grief^ his pony unable to bear 
up under the weight of iU rider, who appeared to lose his 
presence of mind, sank from under him, and was drowned, 
while the poor fellow himself was picked up insensible by a 
mna in a skin boatv This ferry-place presented a very busy 
scene, with its numerous boats, iinmense ataoks of toa, bust¬ 
ling traders, and droves of cattle. It was now tbe height of 
the season, when the traders buy their ten at Bathang, and 
the ferry-boats were constantly iu requisition 

We hfilted at Soopalongfor the night, and started next 
day for Balhang;^ about midday stopping for breakfiist at a 
house near the walnut grove, in which I had been uuinten- 
tionally married to the little girl Lo-tzung, 
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The people of Llie house at once recognised me^ anil asked 
nfter my bride j tbej knew that she bad lefl me to go to her 
uncle, and tbe woinan chaffed me severely for letting ber go* 
This woman, by the way, was a wife common to three 
brotbers and their father, a complicated connection, and lOcog- 
nlHed a$ legal by the social laws of Thibet, wberOp in many 
families, tbe wife of the elder brother is common to both tbe 
father and other brothers ; tbb custom, however, does not 
extend to the wife of the father, unless she be the wife of a 
second marriage, and not the mother of bis sons. Mine 
hostess was so bard upon me for parting with my wife, that 
I turned to her nominal husband, tbe eldest of tbe three 
brothers, and bantered him on the fact that Ma wife belonged 
to no man; I thought I had made a goiod hit at my dusky, but 
good-looking tormentor, but it only elicited a roar of laughter 
from a]] present, including tbe dame herself; and tbe nominal 
husband made such an admirable defence In favour of the 
custom, that 1 was obliged to confer myself vanquished. 
He said, ” You say that my wife belongs to nobody; why ah^ 
belongs to my father, myself, and my brothers; and besides 
licnzig a good wife to nil of us^ she is a capital worker, and 
always merry. She has no other wmmen in the bouse to 
quarrel with, she is sole mistress, and we enjoy perfect quiet; 
but if each of us had a wife, they would be always fighting, 
wo should have more women to clotbOi more children to feed, 
and vre should be mb^erablc men.'^ I oompletely sold in 
my attempt at setreoBm, and dropped the subject. 

There were several Li^imas in the house, who suspiciously 
watched me during my stay, and one of them caught sight of 
my note-book, which lay ou the floor alongside of mci and 
on his taking it up, out dropped the Ambassador's despatchasp 
which w^ete deposited in it for safety. The fellow at once 
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recognised the Nepanlese Lund writing, and called lus com¬ 
panions to look at the lettora ; after convensiog together in 
whispers for a few miDutea, the one who had first taken up 
the letters placed tliem in Lia girdle, and rose to leave the 
room, Eising at the same Instant, I asked for the letters, 
when be told me that I could not have them, as I had no 
business with them, and he would himself taka them to 
fiathang; in reply to ihia^ I drew my revolver^ rnitde it dick, 
and held out tny hand for the letters, which were qnietly 
placed therein, and tbenca safely transferred to my pocket ; 
after winch I finished my meal, and bidding good-bye to the 
wife of many husbands and her lords, we started for Rathang, 
and entered the town about sis in the evcning« At the 
bridge over the Hi tie stream which flows near the outskirts of 
tlie town w^e saw the head of a Mongol, who had bfren be¬ 
headed in the morning for being coDcemed in a robbery at 
the famous Robber HilL 

On our way through tho town to the hotel I was recognised 
by a good many people, who, however, to my surprisa, took 
no notice of me j and on arriving at the hotels I was inore 
astonished when the landlord refused to admit me. He was 
so persistent in bis refusal, that at last I became apgiy, and 
ibrnstltig him on oae side, entered his hou^ and took 
possession of my former quarters* Before an hour had 
elapsed Sz Ta-lowya sent me hia card, expressing his great 
conoerii at my having been obliged to retnin. The misiiOD- 
ariea, Messrs. Fage and GoutcUe, joined by my friend Father 
Carcau, who ha<l just arrived from Ta-taian-loo, also came to 
SCO me. They ha<l heard through the fathers at Sz-coo that 
1 was in prison at ’Weisec, and warmly congratulated mo on 
my escape. Shortly after they left, there arrived a bottle of 
port and some delicious leavened bread from the Misrion- 
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house ] the wine was a great treat, and m a bmnfter of it I 
draiik to the health of the Fneocb missiommea in Thibet^ an J 
the kind Fathers next day repeated their moat aeceptabte 
present of precious liquor from the medical stores of the 
mission^ In tnLth^ it was a restorative that even a teetotaller 
would have appreciated, Sx Ta-!o^ya also sent tne an 
elaborate dinnet^ consisting of more than twenty dishes of 
Chinese delicacies^ such as hirda‘-iiest soiipj pigeon egg soup 
with edible sca-weed in it^ sharha' fins, and jellies made from 
deer dnews i so that thia day was spent by PhUip and myadf 
in feasting. 

On the second day after I arrived Min Ta-lowya^ the second 
Thibetan Mandarin, called upon me; he was very polite, but 
ill at caso when I spoke of the treatment I experienced from 
the people on the way to Atenze [ and when I observed that 
the guards supplied by his ordem liatl decamped with mj 
provisions, he protested that they had already been sovcrely 
punished by him. ThU^ of course, was not true, but I dropped 
the subjeclj and wishing to get rid of him^ I started on a visit 
to the Chinese Mandarin^ who in receiving me pretended to 
be veay angry with the Weisec Mandarins;, ami called hh 
writer to take down a report from my lips, which he might at 
once send to the S^-chuan Viceroy. When this ceremoDy had 
been performed, bo sent for a coiirier, and despatched him 
along the road to lathangp with orders to have three baggage 
animals ready, at every izsm, or st^, between Bathang and 
Lithnng. This was a grcAt boon, as another of my ponies 
had been disposed of as unable to travel. 

The afternoon seemed a fitting opportunity for j>erfbrmmg 
a atem act of duty^, which I bad resolved on at Pa-moo-tan, A 
Chinese cooly, who had been engaged at WeLsee to cook for me 
on the road to Batbaug, bccname very insolent^ and on the even* 
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of onr arrival at Pa-fncso-tan sat dowa before the charcoal 
111*0 ia my room, and mfuscd to itir, replyio^ to my ordem to 
him to leave the room^" ’WTio are you that order me as if I were 
your servant? Remember, you were a prisoner in Weii^eet 
and if I mention that in this honse the people will turn you 
out*' I was dreadfully savage at the time, but oonteated myself 
wMth promising the fellow a thrashing in Bathang. Lowlo had 
apparently forgotten tlilSj and on my return from the Ya-mun 
ho made his appearance, and claimed five taela, which ho said 
I hi^ premised him on onr arrival at Bathang. rhe impu- 
donee of this statement r-ominded tno of the promise made to 
mj'solf in Pa-moo-tan \ so by way of reply I caught bim by the 
tail, and gave him u good thrashing, the result of which was 
that he fell on his knees and struck the ground with his 
forehead^ in token of submission, and bogged me to allow him 
to accompany me to Chung Ching, his native town, promising 
that if I would only give him his food^ as before agreed on^ 
ho would do anjtbing for me, Tiiis I agreed to, and bad do 
reason to find fault with him again * and the some evening I 
hired another Chinese c€>oly on the same terms to aocompnny 
TOO to Ta-tsian-lQO+ This addition to my psirty relieved both 
Philip and myself of much hard work. 

The mi^ioiiari oa emn o to see to a before bedtimoj and told 
me timt the Lamas w'ero very busy in the neighbourhood 
promulgating a prophesy^ which they say is written in their 
sacred hooks^ to the effect that if foroignem arc allowed to 
enter the sacred kingdoDi there w ill be a great famine ; and 
the people of B^ithaug were, in consequence, just then very 
cool towards the misaionariesL This, I presume, acoounted 
also for tfieir evident change of manner towards myself, and 
determined me to quicken all preparations, so as to leave for 
Ta-taian-loo on the niorraw* 
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Wbeii I had seen all my provisions properly packed, and 
everything ready for a start next morning, 1 went out, 
occompajiied by LowHlzuog, fora stioll round the town, which 
was full of traders from all paria of Thibet and aiongolia. 
Those traders from the latter country were not In any way 
distinguishable from the Tliibetaas, save in their lauguage. 
Their statiu-e, complexion, dress, marmar of wearing the hair, 
and weapons, were preciBely the flame j and bad I not been 
told by Low-dzung that they were ilongoU, 1 should never 
have recognised them os such. It wag with great difficulty 
that we passed through the streets, which were thronged 
with a never-ending stream of yaks and mules laden with tea 
for the Central Kingdom and other distant parts of Thibet, 

Immense stacks of tea were piled up all round the suburbfl 
of the town, and testified to the enormous demand for that 
article^ which at present Is entirely supplied by the Chinese 
from the district of Ya-tzow-foo. When I left Ta-tsiaa-loo, on 
Doy way to enter Thibet, there was little or no tea in transit, 
as the sD ows hod not snfiiciontly melted, and grass was scame t 
now, however, that the snow was all gone, excepting on the 
highest passes and the grass had had timo to grow, hundreds 
of yaks and mules wore doily arriving in Bathong with teA 

A few remarks on the trade of Thibet may not be out of 
place hero, seeing timt my travels were undertakeo for the 
purpose of finding a route between India and China by which 

the people of these two countries might engage in trade with 
oach other. 

The readers who have foUowod mo in the description of tho 
200 miles of country between Ta-tsiaodog and Bathang must 
like myself, have arrived at the eoncliuiion tliat the nature of 
the coimtiy, with its terrible mountains and snows, « 
the probability of any lucrative trade being carried on between 
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Indiu and China by this route. Trade might existj but the 
consumption of piece goods in Eastern Tliihet would never 
maintain a flourishing trade in that article; and besides tea, 
there is no other article of trade which India could supply to 
the Tliibetans, whose only, but pressing wants, that their own 

country cannot supply, are giimmci] up in one word-_^tca, 

Tliis ia their prime uccessar}' of life ■ to their need of it may 
bo ascribed the final success of the Chinese conquest of 
Eastern Thibet. Their whole business in life seems to be to 
procure a sufficient^' of it; and it is no cheap lumiry, for the 
Lamas, keeping in tbeir hands tlie retail, os the Chinese 
monopolise the wholesale trade, by this meaiis reduce the 
people to absolute dependence on them, reacting in return 
for the precious orticlo labour and produce. Grain, yaks, 
sbeep, horses, and even children, are given to the rapacioue 
priesthood in payment for tea. 

Amongst a people whose necessity for tea b so gmat, it is 
easy to see how very valuable must be the monopoly of iU 
tnule; and tlie Chinese, rivalling the policy of our Indian 
Govemmeut with respect to the dooars of Bhootan, have taken 
advantage of this necessity, and guard their tea trade with 
the meat scrupulous Jealousy, Little as it has been imagined, 
the Chinese maintain ot this moment the strictest watch on 
the froutiers of Assam, lest tea from that fertile valley of the 
Bramapootra should find its way into Thibet, and |^vo rise to 
the only trade which, in my opinion, can ever really flourish 
between our Indian possessions and the adjacent aiinese 
dominions. If once the leas of Assam and the Himalayan 
plantations could gain admittance to the Thibetan market, the 
Indian Government would thenco derive a revenue that would 
replace any falling off in the profits arising from the opium 
trade. 


■SIO TRAVELS OF A PIO^HSEE OF COMMERCE, 

That with an ofmii trade route our Aesam teaa could 
compete with tho Cliine»e supply with advantages whioh 
would speedily transfer the monopoly in the Tldbotan markets, 
is plaid, when we eonfiider that the Ansatn plnuters (an lay 
down brick-tea, made from the refuse of their crops, at a 
point ou the Btutnapootra, but a day or two's journey by 
steamer from tho gardena^ and twenty days^ journey from 
Bathang- while four annas per pound at that point of 
delivery would yield them a handsome profit, a Htatemeat 
which is made on the authority of several induentLal pkaters. 
On the other haudi the Chines tea is sold at Ta-taittn-Ioo at 
eight annas par pound, and liaviag been transported by 
coolies, yaks, or mules to Bathang, sijEty days" journey dis- 
taut, iH sold there at one rupee eight annas per pound; if, 
therefore, m there is no reason to doubt, the Assam tea can 
rival the CliineBe article in quality^ it is plaJu that it can 
undersell it in the Baihang mart. 

It will not be deemed presumptuous to assert that the 
advaneement or retardation of the transfer of the Tldhetau 
tea trade to our Indian pLanters depends mainly on the policy 
adopted by our GovemmenL If a vigorous determination to 
protect British subjects be shown, it wdll result in securing 
to them the same freedom of access to the now closed 
markets of Tliibet that is already enjoyed by the Nepaulese 
and Chinese. 

As in thia journey I made an attempt to traverse from the 
Chinese side the route now commonly know'a as the Bhamo 
and Tali-foo route, from Burraah into Yunnau—in association 
with which the name of its original advocate, Br. Clement 
T\' iUiams, should be always mentioned—it may not be out of 
place here to record a few observations on this subject. 

Although the esListenco of this route was firat introduced 
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to public notice bj Dr, WiliiainB^ on his jetnm from the 
ciplomtiou of the upper waters of the Dnitnnpootni, more 
than ten years flgOi a trade had ciristed between Burmah 

and Cliinn by this tnutc for huDdroda of jeai^ ‘which 
flourished up to the comraoncement of the Mohoniedan 
rebellion, in 1854-o^ whon the province of Yiinnan teemed 
w'ith a progperous and industrioiis population busily engaged 
in developing the resoujces of its fertile soil and niiaeroJ 
wealth." Since that time the trade has ceased to exist, and 
the dLsostrems change which has overiaken this provhiee> and 
the fearful decrease of population, compel me to think that 
the importance of the trade which would revive were the 
route again opened has heop greatly overestimated by those 
whoso interest is most dosolj connected uiitTi the restoration 
of unrestricted inierconns^e between Burmah and China. 
That, however, any such revived trade would heneflt the 
British possessions in Burmah is certain, for taking Rangoon 
as the seaport through which commerce would find iU way, 
vid the Irrawaddy river, to Bliomo, and thence to Yunnan, it 
IS natural to suppose that British Burmah would be bene¬ 
fited by the transit of goods along her great water-highway. 
It H however, utterly improbable that Calcutta, irs an em¬ 
porium, would be in any way benefited, seeing that the real 
vitality of the trade w ill spring only from the demand for 
piece goods in Yunnan, and that this demand will l>e supplied 
directly from England through EaDgeom 

Looking forward to the probability of small steam el's some 
day ascending the river Tang-ts*' to Chung Ching, I have 
little hesitation in Buying that, beyond the province of 
Yunnan, the trade with Rangoon in piece-goods W'iU never 
extend. And this ought to remove from the minds of our 
* S» AppeodlE K 
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mercliatht^ m Chioa iKg fcaT that their intereata would suffer 
hy the opening of the Tali and Bhamo route. 

Tliat the trade of Yunnan will be of groat importance to 
British Burmnh, is not to be disputed; and it may l>a reason¬ 
ably expected that nrhcii the restoration of peace, either under 
Mahomedan or Chinese shall have again re-peopled the 
province with busy workers and eucigetio traders^ a flourish¬ 
ing trade wiU bg candied on between the two countries^ 

There is one other proposed route for eommerce between 
Vunnan imd British Bumiah—that advocated b}' Captain 
S2}rye. Of the difficulties or facilities of tliia^ however^ I 
know nothings beyond the fact that it is proposed to carry a 
line of raib Ktang-hungi from British Burmnh into 
Ynnimii, avoiding the territory of the King of Bunnak 
This fact alone seems worthy of considemtion whenever the 
time, not now for distant, may arrivo for deciding upon the 
most eligible line of communication. 

When I returned from my walk, the Tliibctan Mandarinp 
Min Ta4owy% wa$ waitiog at the hotel, in company with 
three or four follo wers^ and among them the Lama, who, as 
before desmbed^ had tried to poasesa Mmself of Jiiggnt 
Share's despatches. On my entrance, all tnj visitors rose 
with most ceremonioua politeness ; but upon recognising the 
Lama I at once divined the object of their visit. Kotnming 
their salutes as scmpulonsiy, according lo proper Chinese 
etiquette, I oidered m tea and tobacco. My friend Atiu was 
evidently very anxious to nnburdon himself of the object of 
his visit, but I was determined to lead them a dance; and 
so, -wheiiever Min spoke, I at once iuterruptod him, and cota- 
meuced with some irrelevant remark. This game wont on 
for more tlinn an hour; and the Laum kept looking at Min> 
who fldgeted about in his seat with halLsuppressed rage, cwja- 
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tending with his studied nir of politenosa At lastj wbeo I 
liad tantalised him to toj heart's oontont, I asked him if he 
had any coiumiuiicatioti to make; upon wh'toh lie ea^rty 
replied, that the Bathang Mandarins had been infonned that 
the Ncpaulese Ambassador had iotrusied me with diespatches 
to take to his eouatir. and, as I travelled slowly, if 1 would 
give titem the ktters, they should be forw arded by an e3[press 
courier. I expressed myself greatly obliged for the kind 
offer^ but informed Min TadowyA that I preferred to take 
them myself. For a minute or so Min seemed rather pn^^led 
how to proceed; theo, assuming a very friendly air, he Baidi 
“ Iq our country merchants are not uilowcd to do these 
things, and interfere In the aflklrs of Government; it would 
be better^ therefore, if you do not wish to get into trouble, to 
hand 0 %'er the letters to the authorities." " Very clever of 
you, Min Ta-Iowya,” I replied, " but you must understand 
that I do not mean you to have these letters ; aod^ what is 
moTOi if anyone attempts to take them, he shidl die.” And, 
to make mj meaniiig plainer^ I drew my revolver; where¬ 
upon the whole party bowed themselves ontg mainUining 
thoir politeness amid their db^mfitnre. 

In the evening the missionaries came to say farewelL My 
old friend, Father OareaUp w^as In very low spirits; and I felt 
very sony to bid adieu to the young priest, who had visited 
me twice or thrice every day during my short stay at Bathang. 

On the following znorning, the three baggage-animals pre- 
muied by the Mandarin mode their appearance at an early 
hopr, and we were off for Ta^tsiandoo, In the streets ihero 
was not a soul to be seen, but from everj^ bouse curious eyes 
peeped out through the holes in their windows. This was 
an evident sign of fear, that mode one feel rather uxkcom- 
fortable, for it was plain that tho people must have a strong 
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motive for behaiiour diflfenDg 30 muck from Lbeirfiioiidliiipss 
on my ptevioiig viait When clear of tlie town I was joined 
by a comely Thibetan dame, of aome thirty-five summers^ 
ejin^nng a large bundle. She intmduced herself as the 
mother of the little girl Lo-t^ssung^ and told me that as I had 
been obliged to part with her daughter^ she had come to 
supply her place^ with the consent of her husband, I laughed 
outright at this astounding proposal^ and, still smarting under 
the remembranoe of the ludicrous figure I had cut in the 
walnut grove^ gave my kind motlier-in-law to understand 
that I was not a marrying man, and, at the same time, 
advised her to return to her home. Tlie good lady appeare^i 
half inclined to take forcible possession of me, as her daughter 
bad done | but on my threatening to return to Batbang, and 
apply to Sz Ta-lowya for protection, she affectionately kiased 
roc on both cheeks, and departed, leaving me to cougratnlatu 
myself that I was still left in a state of ainglc blessedness. 
The Emow-^lad Taso and Tsanba ranges were rc-erosaed 
without difficulty or adventurCp and^ on our fifth day from 
Bathang;. wo reached the little plain of Lithang. A forced 
marcli on that day found us, when daylight closed mth a 
thunder-storm brewing, atill several mites Irom Litbatig. 
The nigbt became so dark, from tlie heavy clouds ovor-hcatl, 
that we lost our way; and^ to add further to our (mnfusiou, 
there were in the distance a number of traders' tents on the 
plain, from each of which a small light twinkled. We 
blundered along for more than an hour, amidst a deluge of 
rain and deafening peals of thunder, ucoompanied by terrifto 
lightniiig/whicb every now and then lighted up the plain^ 
disclosing immense herds of yaks^ belonging to the tea traders^ 
all round ns, Ooeasionallj wo got amon^t a herd^ which, 
frightened at our voicea, would make a stampedej and rush 
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tdudlv off into the diirkness ; once or tmct^ stray anmials 
darted through oitr raokfli, creatiDg the greatest conftiaiou, and 
I waa heartily glad whop at last rie arrived at a tent. 

In ana war to onr hail, three rongh-looking iudividuaia 
made their appearance, one of whom I asked to guide me to 
Litliang j after some little detnur, one fellow agreed to show 
toe the way for five mn^; which, howeverp ho insisted on 
having in advance^ No sooner had Philip handed him the 
money iLan the rascal calmly told ns to he off, or he would 
let loose hia dogs, several of which were chained round about 
the tent 1 did not quite see this^ and insisted on his fulfil ling 
his bargain p to which demand he simply replied by letting 
loose three enormous dogSp which flevr at m iu the dark Iiko 
wild bcasU. Several of my baggage animals and my Tliibetun 
boy were severely bitten, and the former commenced klckiog 
until all their baggage vros oE In self-defence I was obliged 
to shoot one of the dogs that was tearing at the flanks of the 
patient Jacob, and Philipp who carried my rifle, followed suit 
by putting a ball through another dog that seemed intent on 
making a supper off poor Low-drung. The scene as witnessed 
by the dim light of the tent fire w'as very savage; the hxige 
figures of the Tluhetans looming in the murky light, tho 
sjivage tearing and bajnng of tho dogs, and the stniggling 
pouies and mulesp made up a picture not cosily faigotten. 
The sudden warlike turn of affairs, and the bopm of tho rifle 
across the plaipp tomfled the Thibetans, one of w’hom im¬ 
mediately threvr lumBelf on the remainiug dog, to save it from 
the fate of its companions, while his comrades fell on their 
knees by the side of mj pony, entreating mo to come with 
thcnip and they would rKow the way. Having Teduced the 
enemy to terms of capitnlatiou, I dismounted, and drawing 
my knife, took a swarthy Thibetan by a lock of hia long 
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lil^k htiir, and marched in triumpli off the field of liattlo 
towards Lithang. \Mien we at Ijast arrived at the gates of 
the t<iwn my guide agajii fell on his kneeSj ond prayed for 
his release. Glad t* be rid of the prisoner, I let liim go^ and 
after knocking some Unie at the gate^ was aclmitted by ^me 
Chinese soldiers^ who eyed me stLspiciDUBly^ and kept me 
waiting nearly half an honr^ drenched to the skin, while they 
examined my passport. When at ]mi they discovered that I 
was Tang Kospah, they were loud in their aBtomshinent at 
my return^ and forthwith eoaducted me to the hoteh where I 
was soon made comfortable by a change and some hot mm 
and water, the last of a bottle given roe as a viaticum by the 
good miasionaries iu Balhang^ 

On in^itutmg a review of onr baggage and btaggage ah Small a 
next morning; some of the fornier was found to have been 
lost ill the nocturnal sorimatagej while several of the baggage 
animals were very much tom; not so serioLiBly, however, as 
to cause any unnecessary delay. The Chinese cooties and 
poor Low-dzxing (who, though badly bitten, seemed to care 
little about it) went in search of the missing articles, and were 
fortunate enough to find everything os it hod fallen from the 
frightened beasts, our discomhied enemies of the night before 
having decampei.1 early in the morning, apparently afraid to 
touch any of the property. 

One day's rest at Lithang was necessaiy for both man and 
beastj and that was devoted to procuring provisions and 
cleaning ourselves, a ceremony it had been impossible to 
perform anywhere but in an hotel, and then only under great 
difBculiies, m we were always watched by curious people, 
intent on studying the manners and customs of the foreigner, 

1 rom Lithang five marches brought us to Ho-koWj where 
we wore again ferried attorn the Ya-Iong-kiaug—not. however. 
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before the Cbinege fcn^inaD, who was at hU cvetung meal, 
mJMie me veiy angry by keeping us waiting for a length of 
time which seemed interminable, but which with true 
Chinese sang-fi-cid, calculated to be only equal to the time 
occupied in drinking two ctipa of hot tea. This mode of 
reckoning time vaguely by cups of hot tea and meals of rice 
is exoeeilingly irritating to any person in a bony, but very 
characteristtc of Chinesa indifference to the lapse of time. 

After leaving Litlmng, and, indeed, all the way from 
Bathang, we saw numerous parties of Thibetans engaged in 
gold digging; but all were under the saperintendence of 
Lamas, who appeared to keep a strict guard over the diggers, 
who w'ere mostly slaves belonging to the Lamaseries. 

On the night of our second day's march from Lithang, a 
eheep-dealer, who travelled iu company with us, had comped 
outside the %'illage with his flock. During the night ho was 
attacked by robbers, and a number of his sheep carried oflf; 
next morning the robbers were traced to a number of grariers’ 
tents, which we had passed m a grassy valley the day before. 
Recovery, however, was impossible, for the tent people showed 
fight at once, and drove off the dealer and his party. The 
nomadc i nimbitauts of these tents ora all given to plunder. 
Having no fijted abode, they wander from place to place wdth 
their Hocks and henls, and are not easily brought to account 
for the numerous depredations which they coiumib on tra¬ 
vellers and the more settled and industrious people of the 
country. 

From Ho-kow Ta-tdan-loo was reached in six marches_ 

net, however, without an adventure which, I fear, proved fatal 
to one of our party, and at ono time seemed to threaten the 
safety of us all. The night before our arrival w-e halted in 
the grassy valley at the foot of the JedJo range of mountaina 
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It was a lovely autitmn evening, the air cooled by the rain 
which had accompanied a thunder-stomi in the afternoon; 
the cultivatois in whose boose we lo<^ed had only tliat day 
gathered in the last of their harvest of bearded wheat. wLik 
tbeir docks and herds showed the fattening powers of tbo 
rich pastures which covered the valley anti lower slopes of the 
mountain. Before sundown I strolled into their wheat-fields, 
and to my surprise put up several large packs of a gronae-likc 
birth They were very tame, and rose 'almost from under my 
feet. When I mentioned these birds to the people of the 
house, they told me that their oongrogntmg in the stubbles 
was a sign of npproaching winter, and that in all probability 
before eighUmd-forty hours the country would be buricil 
under its winter covering of snow. It was only the 17th of 
September, so I thought that this forcteUbg of winter from 
the habits of the birds wjk proliably little more than a local 
supcistltion. Next morning, on turning out, I found, to my 
great snrpiTsc, the vaUey and mountain covered with half a 
foot of suow. This indeed was sudden winter, and I felt 
anxious lest we should be aaowed up. The people of the 
bouse urged me not to start for Ta-teian-loo, as more snow 
was certain to fall during tlie day, and we might lose our way 
in crossing the Jeddo nniga Koue of the men would 
accoinivmy use as guide, so it became necessaiy either to 
remaji an uiiccrl’aiii period or fac« tho anow at onoe, 
I cboee the latter altematiTe, and we soon conicneiiced 
the march. A little before ncwin we were more than 
half way yp the mountain^ oonld see the mound on 
tb6 flnmmit, embeliialked with its numbers of poles and 
little flags* eo tht^t 1 felt tittle anjuety about losing our 
way. I hajii roetoned without my htust* Lowevor^ for a heavy 
cloud shortly rose over the mountam from the eaat^ djiveo 
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befoTi 2 a furicms gale, whtcli blew in cutting blasts down the 
western slope, n heavy full of ^now commenoed, and we were 
flOon unable to see ten yards in front of wl Our baggage 
animda rofused to face the driving storm, and becoming 
quite unmanageable, commenced to stmy oimleasly along the 
slope. The two Chinese cooUoSp after a vain endeavour to 
keep them together, gave up the task m despaix Mj 
Thibetan boy, Low-dznng, for the first time showed tbe white 
feather^ and after begging me to return, took himself olF, 
only turning up in Ta-taian-loo on the eve of my departure 
thence. I was compelled to undertake the job of getting the 
bewildored animab together, and after wcai-bome efibrtSp at 
last succeeded in tying them head to tail, and again oom- 
menced the march up the moimtain. The storm seemed 
every minuto to increase in violence, the saow' fell in enormous 
fiakes, and was perfectly blinding. After toiling upwards for 
about two hours, the dreadful truth that we had wandered 
from the track was forced upon me^ by suddenly coming on 
the edge of a ravine^ w^ich lay far to the right, below tbe 
pass. In thb dilemma the Chinese coolies^ perfectly panic 
stricken^ sat down in the snow^ and cried like chLIdreu^ and 
even Philip begged me, with tears in lib eyes, to descend 
again. Thb oour^, however, was ohvuously likely to bo 
attended with os much danger as going forward, for it wait 
just a chance whether or not we should resell our last night's 
resting place, at Imst ten rnile^ behind us, and wo might 
wander about until night-fall without finding it» all traces of 
the road being obliterated. I knew that the landmark could 
not be far from ns, so giving the leading rein of otir caravan 
to Philip, I ordered him not to stir until my return. 1 
walked along ths side of the mountain for two or three hun¬ 
dred yards, scraping away tbe snow^ and carefully sounding 
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for the deep tracks made bj the droves of tea jtdia; at last 
feeling the ground uneven I knelt down, and after a careful 
esamiaation, to my great delight found traces of the path* 
I was up in a moment nod, marking the spot with my hat, 
retraced my own footsteps in the snow, and led my party back 
to the path, minns, however, one of the Chinese coolies, who, 
on my departure, had suddenly started off down tlio moun¬ 
tain, apparently out of his senses, neither Philip nor the 
other eooly daring to follow him, (^inst my positive orders 
to remain in the same spot. When I learned what had become 
of the poor fellow, 1 ■commenced to sbeut, but without any 
reply, and I never saw him again j it was impossible for me 
to go in searoh for him, for the preservation of our remaining 
party demanded all my care. I literally felt for the patli, 
and carefully picking my way, at lost came upon the landmark 
on the summit. The eastern descent proved easy, for the path 
wound in a zig-zag form downwards for several miles, and 
although covered with snow, was easily discernible amidst 
the rough boulders which encumbered the sides, in strong 
contrast to the smooth counterslope of the mountain* After 
a few miles of descent we got out of the snow, and late in 
the evening arrived greatly fatigued at Ta-tsian-loo. 

On the following morning I called on Bishop Chauveau, 
and found a letter waiting me from my friend Hogg, in which 
he informed me tlmt her Majesty's Minister at Pekin had 
sent him SOO taels, to be forwarded to Ta-tsian-loo, in case of 
my being forced to return. This act of timely forethought on 
the part of Sir Rutherford Alcock was a perfect godsend, as 
I had only ten taels left^ and had determined, rather than lay 
myself under any further obligation to the good old Bishop, 
to sell off my mules, ponies, and weapons, and walk the rest 
of the way to Hankow. 
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I wai? now about to quit Tliibet for tbe Floweiy Land, md 
Gxcbaugo tliO oJtclting insecuritj and advent uroiis traval to 
1 had been for maiij mootbs accustomed, for the 
more monotanous, but sucuro, jaumejiug under the absolute 
jurisdiction, of tlio Viceroj of S^-ubuan* wlioee passport would 
alwajs bo respcctecL Accordingly it became pecesaary to 
put off my European costume, and don the pig-tail and petti¬ 
coats again; so after a few days' rest at the hotel, the barber 
was BuiPTnoned, and with bead aod face closely shaven, and a 
new piece of hair plaited into my tail, I rcsameid the petti¬ 
coats, and once more became a proper Chinaman, 

The nest thing was to dispose of my superSuous stud; one 
of the ponies, which was completely worn out^ was mercifully 
despatched; another, which the Ambassador had given hiOk I 
sent to Father Carean at Bathimg ■ and provided inyself with 
a Tldbetan sheepskin coat, in eichAUge for a mnle, tlius 
materially redudug the stable expenses, aud /reeing myself 
from nnsaleable mcumbrancea. 

While dining with the Bishop, a few days after my arrival 
ID Ta-tsiandoo, he told me that a letter from Chen-tu had en- 
lightened him aa to the nature of the instructions sent from 
LhAsaa to Bathang, with reference to niy exclusion from the 
Central Kingdom. The Chins?t9e Miniater, acting in concert 
with the Lamas, bad sent orders to stop me at all hazards^ 
but not to Jmrt mo iu any way. That the Bisliop^s informa¬ 
tion was correct, is prm^ed by the tenor of the petition sent 
from Lhiissa to tho Emperor at Pekin, in anticipation of my 
visit, a copy of which document will be found in the Appen¬ 
dix. ^ I liave little doubt that to the nattireof these Lastme- 
tions, which wei’C inspired by a fixed determination to stop 
my progress, combined with a wbolosoine fear of kijuitng an 

“ Appendix 
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Hnglishmciti^ 1 was iiadeljtcd for my safety in Thibetp where, hut 
for the dread entertained by the Lamaa of the British power in 
India, 1 should liinve heen ruthlessly butchered by tbetn^ act* 
ing on the instigation of the ChineBe. On my way home 
from the Bishop's house I met a Lama, dressed in yelloWp 
with hk face veiled, as tcKs sacred for the profiining gaze of 
common men, being the countenance of one in wbom resided 
a portion of the essence of the spirit of Btiddha; this 
spiritual rank ia only attained by years of secluded contem- 
platioup by which the devotees are supposed to miss their 
minds above the world, and reach a sublime sanctity^ 

A fortnight pleasantly spent in Ta tsiandoo prepared me 
for the homeward journey tlirongh China; chairs and chair- 
coolies were engaged^ and Philip w'aa sent to the Ya-mnn to 
make a report about our missing eooly, and to deposit ten 
taels nod bia bundle of dothes^ in case he shouhl re-appear. 
And in the evening] for the last time, I dined with the excellent 
Bishop, nnd took leave of him, canying with me a never-^to- 
be-forgotten remembrance of him, as the ablest man and 
kindest friend 1 bad found in Western Ohinar li&te in the 
evening, a Thibetan came to the hotel with a nnmher of 
knives for side, of the fomous Pomi make, that is, made in 
the Thibetan territory of Pomi, which lies on the north of 
Assam ; from tlie iron of this province the finest steel is 
manufactured, and it is alw extremely rich in gold, silver, 
coppefj and quicksilver. The onmer of the knivee a.ssured 
me that any of his long knives would cut my Sw^iss hunting 
knife in two, being of much superior quality. He had asked 
ten taels for Ids best weapon, and so when he talked about 
its cutting mine in twOj I proposed to give him ten tads and 
my knife for his, if it W'Us better than mine, but If mine 
proved better tliEin his, then he should give me his weapon 
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for two and a half taols; to thU he readily agreed^ aid wo 
drew lota to see who should hare the first cut at the other's 
knife; I won and took a cut at the Thibetan knife, making 
a notch in it about a qiiorter of au inch deep, and on exami¬ 
nation knife was found to be unJojureth The poor 
Thibetan was completely sold, and tears of rage stood in his 
e 3 'e 8 when I proceeded to hand him over two and a half 
taels, and take possession of his sword. Several hystandera, 
who watched the contest, seemed amazed at the quality of the 
foreign knife, and expressed their belief that it was a magic 
blade; they, however, enjoyed a hearty laugh at the expense 
of the sword dealer, and I retired in triumph, the possessor 
of what they pronounced to be a very clieap article, 1 con¬ 
fer that I felt rather afraid that the dealer might accuse me 
before the mandarin of dealing in magic swords to get hack 
his weapon; but as I intended leaving Ta-tslan-loo at day¬ 
light, 1 kept the eword and risked the conseqiiencea 
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TMfi sixth of CMober beheld us oDce moro threadiDg the 
Ta-tsiftnJoo gorge, the prevailing gloom of wliich was now re¬ 
lieved to some extent bj the still Imgerii^ effects of summer, 
for the winter had not yet descended from the heights of the 
stirraunding mountainSp wboro it seemed to hover preparatoiy 
to throwing its darkening shades over the lower voIle}'Tt 
Two marches brought us to thechaiti-bridgeof Loo-diii-ehow, 
at about six in the evenings By this hour the oftemoou winds 
had spent their force, ami the bridge-keeper allowed us to 
croRs, a feat, for such it really was, owing to the vibratbn 
and Bwiuging of the road way p whioti we performed with diffi¬ 
culty. Our two mules had been brought with ua from Ta- 
tfiian-Too, in the hope of selling them in Sst-ehuan, and it was 
a flue sight to see the sagacious animals picking their way 
over the loose boardings and steadying themselves against the 
swinging of the bridge. As to Philip and myseUi before w^e 
hcMl proceeded twenty yards, we w'cre obliged to call in the 
aid of some of the numerous cooliesp who are constantly in 
attendance at the gates of the bridge, and earn their liveli¬ 
hood by conducting paaseugcis acrosa These fellows, who by 
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long practice have, eo to speaks got tlieir aptJ an; 

used to the motiob of the unsafe structure, render great 
assistance to passengers, moat of wliotn find it difScuIt to 
preserve their equiLibrtutrL 

We hEiJted fur the night at the town of Looniin-chow, and 
were now fairly out of Tliibet and its jurisdiction. Late at 
night the chair-^ooiie-s commenced to fight oiuongst them- 
selves, and carried on the fmy with so much noij^, tlmt a 
crowd of ruffians seized the opportimiiy and joined in, really 
to plunder; presently a general rush was made towardK the 
inner part of the hotel, i^hicb happened to be full of well-to- 
do travellers- the crowd seemed bent on looting the place, 
but the inmates, including ourselves, bad taken the precau¬ 
tion, in the early put of the fight, to shut and securely 
barricade the large doors of the outer public room, used by 
chair-coolies and such like gently. -Repeated attempts, fortu¬ 
nately to no purpose^ were Tuade to burst open the door^ 
behind which some twenty feUow-Iodgers and myself were 
drawn np In battle array^ toady to fight for our property^ 
Of courBO no offieuila appeared on the scene of aetiou during 
the row, and the crowds which hatl gradually yelled itself 
hoarse, melted away hy dogreeo. When all had been quiet 
for an hour or so, and we were once more acttliug down to 
sleep the house was again disturbed by the arrival of a squad 
of Chinese soldiers^ accompanied by a petty, but self-impor¬ 
tant I^landaiiii. We were all tiocorcmoniouely knocked up 
by the soldiei-s, who, entering all the rooms, one after the 
other, took the inmates into custody for creating a disturb- 
ance y an attempt to serii^e me as they had done the other 
guests, and lay bands on our baggage^ was not patiently sub¬ 
mitted to, and the two n^ost forward plunderers suddenly 
found tbomselves quoiled out of the room; one of them in 
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bis througb tlie door collided, aa the Yankees mj, 

with the ^[andarin, who perfonned an unexpected prostration. 
Soon recovering his feet, for nn Idstant be was speechless 
from anger ^ then he burst forth into a perfect and set to 
cursing aud abusing me at tho top of hia voice, geaticukting 
like a inaniac. 1 joined him at thisj and by dint of out- 
heroding him, both in loudness of tone and violence of 
gesticulation, I fairly reduced him to silence^ Philip then 
displayed to his frightened goxCp the vice-regol seal of 
Chen-tu; never was impudent bully ae completely csiwed. 
Without staying to read the passport be ordered tho soldiers 
to go outside^ and turning to tno with a refluent that his 
eouduct might W overloDked by Ta-jen, asked me to let him 
know all about the disturbance, which bad really cammenced 
in a drunken argument between two of my chair^olies. 
The Mandarin, evidently bent on showing great courtesy, 
naked me if it were my pleasure that the ringleaders shoiild 
be punished [ but 1 declined this kind oSer^ as it would have in¬ 
terfered with my leaving the town next moming. We however 
decided, after talking it over, that they should pay the knd- 
loid 2,000 chen a* damages for the breakage of his furniture; 
and Mr Foo, the MandariUp bow-ed hbnself off, amidst the 
a 3 t 4 >nishmeDt of my fellow-lodgers, who ficemed to think that 
I had delivered them from tho jawa of the lion, for they tes¬ 
tified their gratitisdo to Tang Ta-jea, by bending before 
mo aud tittering the most lavish praises of my august 
person. 

From IiOO-dinHi^how tre traverised a hilly country, yielding 
immense crops of Indian com, but bearing signa of heavy 
hoods ‘ several tillages had been completely washed awny^ 
On our fifth day^s march, we re-crossed the Foi-yue-liBg 
range ; there was no snow in the pass, but tlie higher peaks 
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were ©[iTeTed. This gbint mountain range of China, by Its 
wild Dess auJ dangOTpus precipices, rivals any of the moiiEtalD 
ranges in Eui^tem Thibet, and in crossing it I could have 
]m.^LDed, M Hiio aap of hb own experieoce^ that I had mid- 
donij been transported back again into the wilds of “Tlie 
Inside country." During our descent, of the wisrterii elope of 
the mountain, I overtook an old Cliimman, picking his way 
down tlie path, and sustaiiiing himself with a long staff; a 
long white beard gave to hb tall, but slightly bent figure, a 
venerable air, which made him look like an ancient lyige. 
When overtaken by us^ he stopped with a groan, and depo¬ 
sited n soEnewhnt heavy bundle on the ground, with an air of 
weariness that excited my pity, so I addressed him, saying, 
'■'Father,! see yon are ill; give your bundle to my chmr-nieD, 
who are behind, and they will carry if for you.'’ Instead of 
appearing pleased at the offered kindne^, the old man 
looked at me for a second or so, and then, in a voice tremu¬ 
lous from indignation, said, Have you no respect for your 
father, that you call everjme j^u meet father f 1 am not 
your father | go on your way^ I don*t want you." Bather dis¬ 
gusted at this new view of filial respect, and seeing that ho 
was really hurt and angry, I passed on, feeling in spite of 
myself* annoyed at his incivility. Theoretically the Cliinese 
do attach great importance to reapect for ciders, and it is a 
common habit among them to say that so and so Is like a 
father to them, or is like an elder brother. Sons do abo pm- 
vide for aged parents; but as far as luy experience goes> 
little real love or n^pect enters into the performance of thb 
duty, which owes its origin, less to i^al feeling, than to the 
Chinese law of inheritance, which bedded dealing with the 
successioa of property, confers on the heads of famUies cer¬ 
tain powers and privileges, which they hold and exerciso 
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towards tlieir families until death. Indeed nothing is more 
glaring tlsan the indifference, and o'reii cmelty, often prao- 
lised by children towards their aged parentSp whoso depen¬ 
dent condition is genemlly taken advantage of^ to ahow to 
the world how good they are in providing for their ptuenhs; 
thns making a virtue of necessityp at the same time that they 
make the poor old folks (as long as they can work) mere 
household drudges. 

From the Fei-yueding mountains onr road gradually 
descended through a more fertile country* with occasional 
patches of rice cultivation^ and In two manchea we arrived at 
the city of A^a-taiow-foo. So far 1 had retraced iny steps, hut 
as I intended to descend the A^a-ho^. and visit Kia-ting-foo* 
instead of returning by Chen-tn, we heiu left the main high-*^ 
way* and followed the hanks of the Who river for two days' 
joumoy* through a beautiftilly undnlating i^untry, devoted 
to tea cnltivatibiip forming the district where the heat brick- 
tea for Thibet is grow n. The whole country formed a series 
of large gardens, w ithout a single fence to divide the different 
plantations* and kept in the most scnipnlous ordei; the treeSp 
which stood about four feet high, being neatly trimmedp and 
plantcil in rows four feet opart. The numerous homeatoada 
which were visible were surrounded with holts of large tea 
trees, growling to a height of tw^clve to fifteen feet. 

On the third day we entered the White Wns. country* so 
named from its prodticingthe famous w hite wax of Ssi-chuan, 
whieh has been ermueously called vegetable wax. This dis¬ 
trict w'as leiiS undulatiDg than that of the tea gardens* and 
pmsented to the eye a view of extensive pkitis surrounded 
bv low hills. The plains were all under wax and rice culti¬ 
vation, the wax trees being planted round tlie embankments 
of the amall paddy fields* which were at most thirty yards 
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square. The country thus presented to the passing traveller 
the appeanmco of extensJve groves of iree stumps, each as 
thick aa a man's thigh, and all uniformly cut down to a 
height of about eight feet, without a single branch. 

The cultivation of was is a source of great wealth to the 
province of Sz-chunn, and ranks in impoitauco second oidy to 
that of silk. Its productioo is not attcn-ijcd wdth much labour 
or risk to the cultivator* The eggs of the insect which pro¬ 
duces the wax are anuunlly imported from the districts of 
Ho-ebin, or Ho-klng, and Uliy-H-tzow^ in Tunnan (w'bcrc the 
culture of eggs forms a special occupation) by merchauts wdio 
deal in nothing else but Pa-la-tan, w liite-wax eggs.'' Tlie 
egg-clusteis, which were described to me as about the size of a 
pea, are transported carefully packed in basketa of the leaves 
of the Pa-la-shu, “ white-wax tree/* w'hich resotnblos a privet 
shrub, and arrive in Sz-chuan in March^ where they ate pur¬ 
chased at about twenty taels per basket. The trees by the 
middle of March have throwm out a miinbcr of long, tender 
shoots and leaves, and then the clusters of eggs, enclosed in 
balls of the young leaves, ate suspended to the shoots by strings. 
About the end of the month the larvmmakc thuir nppcartmcc, 
feed oil the branches and leaves^ and soon attain the size of 
ft small caterpillar, or rather a wingless house fly, apparently 
covered witli w^hite down, and with a delicate plumedibe 
appendage, curving from the tail over the back. Sonurocroua 
are they, thatp as sEen by me in Yunnan, the branches of the 
trees are whitciicd by them, and appear m if covered with 
feathery snow. The grub proceeds in July to Lake the 
chrysalis form, burying itself in a white wax secretion, just as a 
silkworm wraps itself mita cocoon of silk. AH the branches of 
the trees are thus completely coated with wax an inch thick, 
and in the beginuing of August are lopped off cI^ko to the 
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trunk, and cut into smull lengtbfl, wliieh are tied up m 
bundles and taken to the boiling bouses, where they are 
transferred, without farther preparation, to large cauldrons of 
water, and boiled untU eTOty particle of the waiy substance 
rises to the surface; the wax is then skimuied off and run into 
moulds, in which shape it is exported to all parts of the Empire. 

It would seem tliat the wax-growetB find that it does not 
pay them to reserve any of the insects for their Tcpreductiv'e 
state, and hence the necessity of importing the eggs from 
YuunflB. In the districis of Ho-chin and Why-li-tzow, where 
the cultnre of the eggs is done attended to, both frost and 
snow are experienced, so that it would not be difficult to rear 
the insect in Europe; and comdderijig its prolific nature, the 
production of white wax might repay the trouble of secUma- 
tisiug this curious insect 

After travelling for a day and a half through the wax 
dUtrict, we arrived at the city of Hung-ya-diien, situated 
about a mile inland from the left bank of the Ya-bo river. 
A cooiy was despatched to the river to hire one of the rafts 
which arc exclusively used in navigating the Ya-ho between 
the city of Ya^taow-foo and Kui-ting-foo. These rafts are 
very simple in their construction; a number of large bamboos 
about thirty feet long and three inches in diameter, are lashed 
«da by side to cross piecesi, forming a Qoor about seven feet 
wide, along the centre of which is erected a kind of stage, 
two feet wide, made also of hamboo work, and raised two feet 
above the floor; on this stage cargo and baggage are stowed. 
Some of the larger rafts can carry one and a half tons of 
cargo, and when thus laden do not draw more than three 
inches of water. They are managed by three men—two 
etationed foiward with paildles, auJ one at the stem with a 
long oar, by which the raft is steered m deep water, and 
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guided in tbo shatloMri and rapiik. These croft, for descend¬ 
ing ropids, oro perfect, being easily handled, veiy bnoyaat, 
aud of light draught } even if they strike a stone or rock in 
shooting II rapid, there is no danger, and it is simply im¬ 
possible to npset them. The bamboos, from beit^ onnstontty 
immersed in water, become veiy slippety, and slide over the 
shingly bottom, if they happen to touch, without damage. 

■Wliilo waiting for the return of the oooly, Philip and 
myself breakfasted at a due tea shop, the proprietor of which, 
thinking that his customer was a Alandarin, prepared an elabo¬ 
rate meal, eoiiMSting of a number of dishes, and amon** others, 
fried d<^ ham ! When this delicacy was put on the table 
mine host mode hts appearance, and informed me that I was 
in luck, for be just then happened to have a dog liiun in cut, 
which he hml only received from Chung Cbing a few days 
previous Tliougli aware that the Cliinesc considered dog 
hams a delicacy, I was scarcely prepared to be brought into 
contact witli it; it may be imiigined, therefore', that I was 
sumewlint startled when informed that the unclean flesh wiis 
actually before me, and, wefae still, had positively mado my 
mouth water by its savoury odour. For a few minutes 
prejudice carried all before it, and I was on the point of 
ordering aw-ay the horrid dish, but as Philip seemed to enjoy 
it. reason put in an appearance, and argued so strongly 
against prejudice, making such a strong point of the fact tliat 
I was a traveller, aceing ami noting everything with au 
impartial oye, that, in order to prove myself an imiiartial 
judge between reason and prejudiw, I proceeded with etoica! 
fortitude to taato doggie; one taste led to another, and 
resulted in a verdict for reason; for in summing up, dler a 
hearty meal, I pronounced tho dog ham to be delicious In 
Havour, well smoked, tender, and jutiy. The landlord having 
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heard that the Tadg-jea, as that test had diaedveraJ me to 
be, had coDquered hia prejudice, brought in the ham to show 
mcs. It was very small—not much bigger than the leg of a 
good-sized sucking-pig; the flesh was darki and the hair had 
been carefully removed, while the imw had been left, as a 
stamp of its genuineness^ as the proprietor remarked. Dog 
hams are justly considered a great delicacy m China, and as 
such bring a very high pricse, costing ns much as five taels 
per pound. They are chiefly cured in tiie province of Hoa- 
nnn, where dogs of a peculiar breed are fattened for the 
purpose. Hoonan is also famous for its pigs, and possesses a 
large trade in bacon and ham, especially b pig hams which 
have been cured in the Fame tub with dog hams, and are 
considered thereby to have acquired a finer flavour. 

As soon as we had finished breakfast, I wrote a letter to 
the Bifibop at Ta-tskn-loo, which Philip (for though I could 
now make myself undemtood ia Chinese, I could not write 
it) addressed and posted at one of the numerous post-offices 
which ore common in every town in Gbini^ and kept always 
by private individuala or conipouies, not under the super¬ 
vision of the government Although the letters often take 
uiontha to reach tlieir destination, especially if it bo in a 
distant i»art of tlm empire, they rarely misoirry. Post-offices, 
however, are not favourably viewed by the officials, who 
recognise in them a principle capable of being developed 
into a great benefit to the people. The government rarely 
or naver make nse of the postmffices, beyond impressing the 
couriers for its own use, in which case, the post-office pro¬ 
prietors ore responsible for the honesty of their servants, 
and tlie public may wait for their Ictteie. The rates of 
postage are moderate, SoO chon being the charge for my 
letter to Ta-lsbu-loo. Soon after, the cooly returned to 
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announce the raft q.s ready, and I walked down to tl>e river. 

dcq)atchiu|r two coolies with niiy aiiiles overland to 
Kia-tingf, two marches distant. 

TiVe were soon comfortably stowed awayon the raft, and 
commenced to descend the swift current of the Yn-ho, the 
course of the river carrying vs through atieautifnt countiy 
entirely under was and rice culUvation. During the passage 
to oiir port of Kia-ting-foo, where we arrived early next 
morning, we met hundreds of rafts laden with samshw, oil, 
cotton-clnth, tobacctt and sugar for Ya-tzew-foo, which were 
being towed up stream by two men each, and we occa¬ 
sionally passed strings of them a quarter of a mile in length. 
Gypsum is largely worked in the neighbourhood of Kia-ticg. 
ond wc passed numerous pits on tho river bank. This 
article m the staple of a large trade in China, and is 
extensively used in tho preparation of a kind of pea cake. 
The pea flour, mixed with powdered gypsum in the pro- 
cess of grinding, is made into cakes, which are kept till 
monidy, and then eaten as a relish with rice, the flavour 
of tills compound much rescmhling that of strong decayed 
cheese. 

As soon as our raft was made fast to the steps of the 
Kia-tidg custom-house, an officer came aboard, demanding 
my name, destination, and business. To which wo answered: 
"Ta Jng-qul^ Tang Koopnb, tow JViHchin.” Literally, "Great 
England countryman, Tang Koopah, to Pekin.” At this 
statement, the worthy appeared greatly puzzled, repeating, 
“la Ing-qiia, what countiy is tliat! fs it near Pekin ?" 
"No, beyond the sea," "Ohl I uaderatand! Yang-jcn, 
ohl well, ^ve me bis card?” With which he took 
himself off; and, having landed, we passed the customdiotise, 
without a word, and took up our quartern at an hotel. 
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I bnd iifi&nl (5t> miicb of tbo faiiio of Kia*tii!g during mj 
tta«b,thfit I detemiiiicd to bait for three days, and s« 
Himctbing of the famous city; but unforluiuiiely the rein 
which set m shortly aitez my arrival, awl eontioued more or 
loss during the next three days, deprived me of an opportu¬ 
nity of seeing tUa famouB sacred mountaift, Omee-shan, 
situated two davs’ jouroay to the south of Kia-tingi and 
conferring on it much of its celebrity. Omee-shan wi« 
described to me as a conical mountain, and of immense 
height, its summit covered with perpeUial snow, and, accord- 
ing'to Chinese description, the pilgrinifl who scale its he^hU 
pass through in succesaion the four seamna on its sides, at 
least during the months of June, July, and August, when its 
lofty summit is covered mth perpetual snow, and ita base m 
clothed with the Itisuriant atminior verdure. Hundreds of 
magnificent Buddhist temples me built at intervals up to 
the very summit, to which thousands of pilgrims annually 
resort from Mongolia, Corea, Pekin, Lhassa, and all parts of 
China, and all these passing through Kiartlitg. spread the 

fame of that city far and wide. 

.Vs seen from the river, Kia-ting presented a pieti^sau^ 
.„,»™ce.cov=rl»st poW "f “ Wlrticl. tadidthe 
Chentu River, as the Min is called above this town, from 
the Ya-ho, and Ta-tow-ho; the town was surrounded by a fine 
stone wall, built on the low sandstone cliffs, in which were 
canned colossal representations of Buddhist divinitira, while 
the wall itself was thickly covered with an evcigretia creeper, 
fixun which in places peeped the battleiuents, forming a 
jucture that reminded one of the old ivy-clad towers of 
England. The interior of the city, however, presented tho 
same narrow dirty streets, ruinous-looking buildings snd 
filth, which characterise racst Chlueso towns. EuTope.in 
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piece gnodM, aad sLopfi for tlie sale of dmg«, are nmnereug:, 
A considerable trafBc In medicines b carried on between the 
Kia-ting dnig merchants and the Lolcw and other tribes 
inhabiting the country to the west of the Min river, and the 
numerous and, for Chinese, very fair hotels are constantly 
filled with pilgrims. The trade of Kialting, however, is not 
so great as might he expected from its position as chief city 
of the great wax and ailk district of Sz-chuan; indeed Uttle 
or no silk or wax is exported from ii. Hung-ya-chien, and 
other large towns oa the Chen-tu and Ya-ho rivers, export 
the produce of the district to Chung Ching, and other parts 
of China, whde Kia*ting-foo mcroly collects the duty m 

On the second day a Chmesc Christian called upon me, 
from whom I learned tliaf a Protestant missionary had 
visited tbo city in the early part of the year, and had dis- 
tributed a good many religious books ■ one of which, in the 
possession of the landlord of the hotel, proved to be a copy of 
the New Testamont in Chinese. The owner produced the 
voluroo, and adjusting his spectacles with a solemn air of 
wisdom, turned up the passage which runs an follows: It, ia 
easier for a mule (the camel in English versJou) to pass 
through the eyo of a neetlle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” Having read the words, he looked 
over his spectacles at me, and asked in a very contemptuous 
voice, if it were possible for any man to believe such a 
statement, and if foteignem rcaUy did behove tbo statements 
made in this hook? It had been my invariable custom since 
commencing to travel in China, to avoid religions dkcusdqiis, 
and always to proclaim myself a disciplo of Conftidus, so I 
now replied that I was not a teacher of religion, but oldy a 
humble disciple of Con-fo^lzn, but as to the statement about 
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tbe mule paising througli the eje of a nectilpi 1 thought I 
could explttid that; and then yroocoded to interpret the word 
•'needle" as used in the passage reforretl to. This somewhat 
mollified mine host) who remarked that be had no doubt 
that English teachom found great difficulty in writing the 
flowery language, and it would perhaps lie as well if they did 
not write religious hooks for the Chinese under such cireum- 
stances. When I was alone I could not but regret that the 
praiseworthy efforts of the missionary in Kia-ting had not 
been more euccessfuL However, as soon as it becomes safer 
for Europeans to travel in China, there is little doubt but that 
the self-denying, aucl hard-working, Protestant niiBsionarie,s 
wiU eutcr upon a uew aud esteuMive field of lahoiir, in which 
their energy, devotedness, and well known paeijio infiuence 
will donhtlesi win for them, il' not success, at least admi¬ 
ration from their supporters at home. The inhabitants of 
Kia-ting were so kind and poUte, that I walked about the 
city alone with perfect freedom, an(l on the last ailtemoon of 
my stay strolled into the silk quarter of the town. The term 
Kia-ting silk, is so well known to the European merchants in 
Slianghoi, that I hoped to see something that would repay a 
visit to the looms. It appeared, however, that only an 
inferior quality of filk is manufactured in Kia-tbg, all the 
finest taw material being sent to Chen-tu and Cliung Ching, to 
lie tiianiifactiir«d ipto II10 bountiful tissue known as Kia-ting 
silk, vtfUtdi obtains its name from tlie so called district where 
it is gTowiij rather than the city. So that m tbk matter 
also the importance of Kia-ting fell ahort of my espectaticma. 
During my ramble?, Philip, who had remaiDeJ at ttie hotel 
for the purpose of delivering the mnlc^ to a purchaser^ tried 
to sell some deer horns which ho had bought in Thibet. 
The *^ud velvety horns of deer, are, as I have already 
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Ktateclj miich us^ by the Cbiiici^e as a strciigtheniii^ 
inediciDe, lieu pidreri^Ecdj tb^ hom is made into pUbj 
which are fried and eaten by the aged and infirni^ wLe 
ascribe to them tbe property of restoring yontbfut vigour:, 
Philip hoped to seD Lis stock iu Kia-ting at a profit of three 
or four Limdred per cent^ but nufortunately, when submitted 
to tbe scrutiny of the dnig merchants, many of them were 
found to be counterfeit j instead of being young boms^ they 
were old ones skiifuJly covered with fawn skin, the seams, 
which were beautifuUy sewn, having been disguised by the 
mud with which the young horns are always f^mcared, for 
the purpose of preserving them. Poor Philip became the 
laughing-stock of the botet,. but fortmiately tlie few genuiiie 
horns amongst his stock sold well, and left him a handsome 
pmfit on bis investment; but that the affair mnkled in hk 
memory often appeared from his frequent remarks that the 
Thibetans were great thieves. I was intensely amused, for T 
had ohjecfced to liis investmeni in bonis, not wishing to add 
to the loads of our baggage animals, and, moreover, perceiving 
that some of the horns w'ere covered with liair unlike 
the velvet of young honiti^ Lad eicpressed a dQul>t of their 
gemiincnesSj but Philip bad scouted tbe idea of au impoaition, 
Esaying that tbe Thiljotans were not cunning enough for 
such tricksL 

Attcr three days* stay in KJa-tiug^ we embarked, with 
about balf-a-dosen other passengers^ on board a smal], deeply- 
laden jttnk, drawing four feet six, and started to dmeud the 
■Min River to Chung Cldt^* As we glided easily down with 
the current, through a beautiful country, we noticed nume¬ 
rous saJL-w'eUs in tbe red sandstone which formed the river- 
batiks. These weIJa are among the wonders of Cluua- and 
as m the evening wc brought up to the rivet lumk fnr tiie 
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flight, I was enabled to vlait several of them elo^wi to our 
mooringSu One of them was fourteen hundred feet deepj aunk 
through the retl sandstone, with an orifice or mouth only 
three to four iiichea in diaHieter. I waa at once struck with 
this nniTow and to wonder how the welk had 

been bored. I waa^ however^ soon enlightened on this mattcrj 
for the men at the well pointed to another in process of 
sinkingp w^hich liad been canted only to a depth of a hundred 
feet. The workmen employed a round bar of steeh five feet 
long and on inch and a half in dlameterj, with a ring at one 
end and a broad flat edge at tlio other. To the ring was 
attached a strong bamboo ropo^ working over a kind of wind¬ 
lass above the hole^ by means of which the W >vas drawTi 
up a foot or two and then allowed to drop ; a proceas which 
gradually wears a’way the rock at the rate of from two to sLx 
inches a day, acconJing to the hardness of the rock. For the 
purpose of bringing up the d^brw from the botC'holej about 
two feet of water is always kept in the shaft, and when thb 
becomes thick with the loosened sand, the st-eel bar is drawn 
up, and a long bamboo tube (with a sucker like the tongue 
of a pnmivl>ax at one end) is let down. On meeting tho 
water the sucker opens and allows the bamhoo to eink to the 
bottom of the hole. When drawn up, the W’eigbt of ^ndy 
water in the tube forces down the sucker] and in this 
manner tho bole cleared, and fresh water having been 
poured in^ it m again ready for the borer^ Many of these 
welU occupy several years of patient toil in siuking, and 
entail a great ri&k of capital and labour, for it often happens 
that the well faibi to tap a salt-spring, which, of course, causes 
the shaft to l>e ahandoned ; or, as aoinetimes happen^ tho 
rope attached to the steel bar breaks, and then months are 
occnpieil in drilling past the l^r. Salt,however, is so valuable 
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thatp when once a ^prio^ is ^tnick^ tlie profit ^normom. 
The brine is Lifted by means of bamboo tubes siich ail I have 
described, and bullocks ai^ used in turnings an enormous 
dnim-wbcelp over which the rope attached to tlie tubes is 
wound. In some parts of Sz-dman a combustible gas often 
bursts from theso wells^ md, catching fire, renders them 
unworkable; in which case salt-pans nre erected over the 
jets of flame, and the water from other wells is conducted to 
them for evaporation In the district of Lu-tjeow, not for 
from the moutli of the Kiver Min, asdi is very cheap, and 
acres of gtouad are covoted with the salt-wells, the water 
from which is evaporated by the agency of fires issuing from 
abandoned weUa, Hue. in hi? '"Chinese Empire,” gives a 
fine description of these salt and fire-wells; 

The country on either side of the stream was richly culti¬ 
vated with sugar-cane and saffron, and showed, os yet, no traces 
of autiiiiirL The da^'a were sunny and wwm; W'hile a de¬ 
lightful cool breeze prevented the atmosphere from Twing 
oppressive, either by day or night. We paa?od sevend large 
towns and villages, all apparently in a thriving condition, 
though the ruined suburbs of some on the right honk showed 
traces of the passage of the reljels who, m 1860 (while the 
first English explorers, Blakistou, Sarel, and Barton, were on 
the upper waters of the Yang-tsi>J, rose in a body at Swi-foo^ 
and, being driven from that city* marched up the right liaiik 
of the Min to Kia-ting, which they took, but were shortly 
after overpowered by the loyal inlmbitants. From this rebel 
raid also dated the numerous fortifieatione which, from time 
to time, became visible on the cliSs of the river, some of 
which were exceedingly pictureeque. Among the most 
remarkaldc was the village of Kien-cho-chee, perched on the 
square summit of a high cliff, and unapproachable save by a 
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]{>Dg zig-zag Right of Olit out of tho mid It^admg 
up from the river. 

After n passage of two-and-a-half days down the Min, 
which Rowed in a deep broad stream^ oftoa a mdo widc^ and 
unbroken by a single rapldp we reached the city of Swi-foo^ 
situated on Its right bauk^ at. Lbe pomt of junedou with the 
Yang'ts*^. Swi-foo is the last city of importance on the 
Upper Yang-ts^ which becomes unnavigable at a point about 
one hundred miles above. During the war carried on by the 
Chinese agmnst the Lolos and other tribes btbabifing the 
country lying between the Min and the ICincha-kiangp Swhfoo 
was the base of Chinese dperatiuDS^ and aflerwards far many 
years continued to be the city to which the conquered tribes 
annually repaired wdth their tribute. It has now a consider¬ 
able trade in oil and sugar^ wiiich arc exported to Chung 
Ching, the great central market of Y’estem ChimL After a 
stay of an hour here, which was devoted to laying in a stock 
of provision^ we again gut under way^^ and gbded out into 
the stream of the Yang-ts^^ which carded us downwards at 
the rate of five knots. The river W'as very high, for the 
sefison of the year unusually and I looked forw^ard to 
hearing at Chung Ching of unusual floods in Hoo-pch, espe¬ 
cially after the tremendous Roods that had do no so much 
injuiy in Thibet and the west of Sz-ehuaii- 

While floating do^vn the tranquil waters of the Eiver Min 
1 had felt comparfitively safe in our deeplydaden junk, but 
on enteriug the Yang-ts% with its rapids^ eddic% and whirl¬ 
pools* this feeling of security gave place to continual alarm. 
Every now and then, iu places w^here the current of the river 
waa intemipted by decply-sutiken rocks, the water Beemed to 
boil up with a deafening roar^ ob if from a sub-aqneous 
exploaiou, and huge pyramidal wavcrf would scinctinies lift 
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our juuk lip by the 4tcm and plunge her bows under, which, 
B3 her decku were within tbreo inches of the water, was 
anything but pleasant. The day after IcEiving Swi-fbo our 
craft was caught in a whirlpool, and span round and round 
with such velocity as to make us perfectly giddy. We shipped 
a great ijuantity of water, and lost four oais, which were 
Jerked out of the men’s hauda. Fortunately, tJie whitlpool 
was not a stationary onev^o that after being whirled about for 
some time, we were suddenly shot out into the main current 
of the river, wttli the juuk all but water-logged, and siukiug. 
We managed, however, to mate for the shore just in lime, 
and commenced to discharge her caigo, which was principally 
couipiosed of oil auJ drugu. The owners of the cargo, who 
were our fcllaw-passengera^ nevor opened their lips until safely 
on land, when they burnt into a chorus of abuse of the Lowder 
for Lis carelessness; this lasted all the aftcruoou, which they 
spent iu unpacking their drugs and drying them in the sun. 
The now at last became so hot between the Lowder, his crow, 
and the merchants, that they appealed to mo to settle the 
nutter. The Lowder sworo that the merchants, who had 
chartered his junk for tho voyage, had insisted on cramming 
her BO full of cargo that she was almost uninansgenble. The 
merchants admitted that the junk was ovcr-ladca, and pro¬ 
posed to send some of the cargo in another boat to Chung 
Cliing, provided that the Lowder would pay the freight> ss he 
was to blame for allowing them to load his vessel so deeply; 
this, of coiims, he refuscil to do, saying that the mcrehaiits 
had continoed to sliip cargo oven after be had warned them 
that the junk wss not safe, and it wag on the question of the 
liability to pay the extra freight that f was constituted 
arbitrator, both parties agreeing to abide by my decision, 
which was not, 1 trust, biassed bj- the natural fear of con- 
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tinning til ft vdjagci in tbc over-loaded junk. All porticis 
Adjounicd to a ten-honso on the river bankp where, as hooei as 
we were aU supplied with tea and tobacco, I adjnfftod cny 
laige green b^pectndes mih an nit of wisdom befitting my 
years (for my readers will remember that my pig-tail and 
|>otticonts gave me a very venemble appearance), and a^ 
mimed my judicial oflBeOj premising that as it was impossible 
for me to know which etatementwas truE, ! would proceed to 
decide the dispute by aid of reason, I delivered judgment to 
tho effect that as the merchants had hired the junk for thirty 
taels to Chung Ching, irTOspective of the amount of cargo, it 
was reasonable to suppose that the Low der, who would not 
be benefited by the excess of cargo, must have objected to his 
vessel being so deeply laden a$ to jeopiirilise her ^ it was mj 
aw^ard, therefore, that the merchants should pay the extra 
freight Tliis decision was at once acted on, and a portion 
of our cargo transhipped to another junk, much to tny relief 

Kext morning we coutinued our voyage in the junk, which, 
lightooed by three mche% was now perfectly safe, and on the 
third day from Svfi-foo arrived at Chung Ching^ and Philip 
and I were soon estabhahed in our old quarters. 

My old fi-iend Fan, the Christian merchant, soon put in an 
appearance fiom his shop close by, and embraced me with 
great emotion, while he confidentLalJy luformed me that when 
1 left Cl]iing Ching befom he had locked upon mo as dead, 
and prayed to the Virgin for me. Then from the depths of 
a capacious pocket which hung by hb side, he prtxiiiced w ith 
much care (handling it as though it were some rare and 
precious artide of vertu) a cake of brown Windsor soap; this 
he gave to me, with an air which unmistakably said^ There i 
what do you thmk of that 1 ^ Thanking the good fellow for his 
thoughtfulness, I retired to have a good wash, a luxury whicli 
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1 liail not indulged in fitnce leaving Ta-taian*loo, where my 
Ja$t piece of soap had mystcriouBly diitAppenred. 

Next day Father Deiichnmpst, the Bishop's soerctary, came 
to see aie, and I Jearaed from him that the expedition which 
had left Bhauio for Tali-foo, under Major Slodcn, liad re- 
tnmed rrom Momien^ the state of the countiy rendering it 
unadvisahle to proceed to the Mahomedan isipita]. Had I but 
known, when in the Yatnun nt Weisee. that Major Sladen 
aud his party were within 120 miles of me, I should have 
managed in some way to cotamnnicate with tliat oflieer, and 
very probably have effected a junction with him. From 
what I further learned from the father with reference to the 
French expedition, which eventually reached Yqnnan-foo, I 
found reason to congratulate myself on the fact that the 
Tjie-fiui chief had not allowed me to proceed to Tali-fon, 
where I should undtmhtcdly huTO lost my life. It appeared 
tliat, owing to some unexplained cause of disunion which amso 
amongst the ofiiceia of the French expedition, Lieut Garnier, 
the second in command, had left bis commanding officer at 
the city of \ iinnan-foo, and proceeded to Tali-foo, where ho 
would have been amsted by the Mnhomedap authorities but 
for the timely waniing conveyed to him by some lYench 
missionaiits, who further assisted him to e&mpe; but fortbis, 
ho would have been put to death as a spy. The chief of the 
expedition, probably uuaware that he waa talking loan ally 
of the Maliomcdaii Emperor, had, unknown to Lieut. Gamier, 
proposed to the Imperial viceroy at Yunnnn-fooi bo send 
some giina and Froncli aoldiers to Yunnan for the purpose of 
cmsliing the MahomeJanB. The news of thiii proposal hatl 
at once been sent to the Emperor, Dow-win-sbeow, and 
Lieut Garnier was doomed, but for the timely help of the 
missionaries. He. ignorant of the cause of tho Mahoraedan 
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ho^tLiity^ escaped froni Tali'foOj and hoA fiincej I regret to 
sajp TOperted very iinfavourably of the Maliouiedans. The 
ilaharnediiiL merchant I saw in Wei^e-foo had also 

told me this stoiy, but I tben attaohod very little importance 
to it, fancying that it wm probably a traTiCtivZ; but it now 
served to C 3 fplain what had puzzled mOj namely, that although 
resident for several ^^eeks within a few days* march nf Tali- 
foo, I hud heard no mention of the presence of the Frencli 
party iu that city. 

After Father Deschampa^ departurej.n Chinese Geoerab who 
occupied the room next to mine, sent one of Ms MldleiB to 
say that he wished to look at niy rifle and revolver. 1 felt 
little melined to be cbil to one of the class that liad caused 
me so much trouble^ so replied that he could come And see 
the foreign AveapouSj or 1 would bring them, os I nut m 
the habit of trusting them out of my sight. The aoldier soun 
returned with a polite invitation for me to bring the gnuH^ 
and I paid the General a visit. I was fully prepared to 
experience the wonted politeness of a Chinese gentleman^ 
but General Tin suipaisKed in courtesfy and polish of manner 
any Chinese of my aCM|uaintance* Ho was below the middle 
heigbb and his V€ry ftiir complexion gave him the appear¬ 
ance of being delicate \ bis faultlessi RttirCj small neat pigtail, 
and long finger nails, betrayed the Chinese swell - but the 
exceeding gentleness of his manner and voice nt once in- 
apired me wUb a great Uking for him. Under this pleasing 
exterior, however, lurked the pride of the Tartar, which he 
had overcome so far as to admit a Yang-jen to liis presence 
As it was not unknown to me that ho WiUJ detained at the 
hotel, “ waiting for a rentittance*^ to pay his hilb which his 
extravagance had swelled to a large total, 1 was thus en¬ 
abled b> detect the disposition of the Mantchuni^ difteriugessen- 
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tiullj from tliflt of the true aMhese, for wlien he ujslccJ If I 
wonlrl fielJ my rifle, I requested his acceptapce of it a gift, 
l>ut the proud blood litishcd his face, as he dccliued it, saving, 
“I will keep the gun, and niy officers sliall send you whatever 
price you choose to ask/’ Determined not to be outdone, I 
replied, haughtily, that I did not wish to sell the gun, and 
would only part with it, if he chose to accept it This com¬ 
pletely dUconcerted the General, so much so that lie accused 
mo of being a proud man, aurl with exquisite delicacy ex- 
plained that Us unfortunate positiou debarred him from 
offering men suitable present in return for the gun ■ under 
such circumstances ha could not receive it We bersune 
great friends, and the more so. that General Tin posaeased In 
the liigheit degree that charm of manner which has alwaj's 
made the society of a Chinese gentleman to me most plea¬ 
surable | indeed I must own that for true politeneBS, the 
Cbmeije of all muks con compete with any nation, and bear 
away the palm. 

The difficulty of hiring a boat detained us for some days 
in Chung Ching. At last, however, the Lowder of a small 
passenger junk agreed to take us to Sha-a® for 3,5,000 cheti; 
and, on October 31 st, 1 embarkHJd, having been escorted to 
the watereide by my old friend Fan. and a party of soldiers 
ficnt by General Tin, os a compliment, in return for the rifle, 

which I had sent to him by Philip, just before leaving tlm 
hotcL 

About twelve miles below Chung Ching, our Lowder ran 
past a customs gunboat without bringing up; this dWospect 
on his part was sharply followed by a shot from tlie gunboat, 
which came unpleaeantly near the junk, and caused the Lew¬ 
der to bring up instantor, and wait for the boat full of 
officials, which was at once sent aboard us. The Lowder was 
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bn ml led Deck uxid emp into Llie Imt^, and several men tgnk 
our vessel in cliarge. The whole atTair occurreil £0 s^uddcplyi 
that I had sHaLTcely time to produce the vice-regaJ paiisport, 
before we were pnsoncTS^ however^ when [ did liand it to our 
captors, matLers soon changed, and we were liberated with 
many apologies ^ but as the chief official lijul thonght fit to 
spit at ine^aml call me a foreign dog, when he came on hoards 
I told him tliat I ehould take him on to Qui-foo, and pre¬ 
tending to carry out this threat^ towed Lisi boat about fivo 
miles down s^treamp w'ell knowing tliat he would have the 
pleasure of sitting in his boat for the rest of that day. On 
tbe fourth day firom Chung ChLug, we reached Qui-foo^ where 
the authorities, as on my upward voyage, proved very trouble- 
somo at first, but speedily recognisiDg Tang Ta-jeu^ hnatencil 
to pass our junk. Just after entering FnEg-si-yang or Wind 
Bo3c Gorge, we came into oolilsiou with a large heavily laden 
junk, and our vessel was nearly capsid, and conaidcrQihly 
damaged. From Chung Chiug our passage seemed very 
tedious j the days, as we approached nearer our journey's end, 
became iusufTerahly long. I had no hooka or anything to 
amii^e myself with i 1 coidd not walk as on tbe upward 
journey, for we were carried along by tbe cuTTent of the river 
at im average mte of five miles an hour \ there was nothing 
for i%t therefore, but to eat, drink, and sleep, and by way of 
pastime, play Chinese chess, a game which occupied Philip 
and myself for hours together. Among the Chinese, chess 
is con^dered a royal game; but as plaj'cd by them it differs 
much from that iu vogue amongst eurselvea^ Tlie pieces, 
w Idch C3LCced ours in number, are termed emperorsv emperors 
guard, elephants^ guns, horses, and soldiers. The move of the 
horse correapemda to our kuight, that of the guu to our castle^ 
and the elephant to our queen. Their hoard ia divided into 
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Mjimmes hy b\it the ptee^ injsteaj of b^lng^ played on 
the srumfe^^ are moved on the lines to the poiois of intersec¬ 
tion. The game requirea great study to play wdl, and is 
quite as Koientifio in its luancenvres m the European game. 
Philip nanated a story of one of the ancient kings^ with 
reference to chess which is probably known to some of my 
readers, and shows the antiquity of the game amongat the 
Chinese. In ancient times, when the Empire of Giiina was 
divided into eight independent kingdoms, the King of the 
two San-siesj the provinces of Shan-si and Sben-si^ 
staked his kingdom on a game of chess with a neighbouring 
King, and lost The Chinese themsclvec’S say that the game 
was introduced from the weat^ it from India, which SEjems to 
lie confivined 1^ the fact of one of the pieces being called 
^'cheang/* an elephant [ it is undoubtedly of very ancient 
date annongst them, and justly esteemed as a scientific 
amusement From the time of leaving Qui-foo until we 
arrived at Sha^s", four days after, I was prostrated by fever, 
so much so, that when changing our junk for a lake boat 
which lay at the lower eud of the town, I was carried in a 
chair. This attracted the attention of a crowd of byatanders, 
who, reoogidsirig a foreigner, <wrnmeneed yeUiog out Yang 
Kwai-ts"^ and other terms of abuse, followed, ns the coolies 
moved off, by a volley of atones, one of which came through 
the window at the back, and struck tnc on the head; fortu¬ 
nately tho crowd were satisfied with this shew of hostility 
towards the foreign devil, and wo reached our new boat in 
safety Tlio baggage, which was transported on a enriona 
double-ha tidied and double-mftnned wheelbarrow, common in 
Hoo-pch, arrived m<tu after; and without ftirthcr trouble wc 
got uuder way and by sundown had placed Hoveral miles 
between us and Sha-s'^, We brought up alongside a boat 
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laden witli iminense <|uaniUie^ crabs for Cljnug Cbing. 
Thoae cmbsp taken in tlie lakes In Ppnng and aiitiiran, are 
sent to S^-chuan^ where they at© considered a great delicacy. 
Tlie boatP in wbieh they are carrie^l are fitted up with tiera 
Ilf basin.^p holding about a pint and a balf of water each, and 
eveiy ci'Sib has a sepaTate baain, which is carefnlly refilled 
every day with fresh water, and the crab^ are fed on raw 
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mince^l meat; careil for in this mannefi they make the 
voyage of forty or fifty days to Sz-chnanp daring which not 
tnoro than one in a hundred die. In the lake country these 
crabs are bought for about thr^ ehen each, while in Chung 
Ching they arc sold for 03 much as three taels each. Besides 
crabs, there were a number of a Epecles of small water tor- 
toUca, which the Chinese call hairy tortoises. These curious 
little aniiiuils were about two inches longp and covered on the 
back with a long confervoid growth, reaeuibling green hair. 






Cm XV.] 


UAIRY TOKTOISE. 




The tortoi^is being a flaered emblem in Cliba^ the Cliinc^e 
make pets of the hairy t4>rtoIge, which they keep in basins of 
water during the auanmer montha^ add biiiy in aand during 
the winter^ A small lake, in the provinee of Kiang-aeOj is 
famous for these sa-caUed hairy tortuisea^ and many persons 
earn a livelihood by the ado of these cnrioiis little petSL The 
day after leaving Sha-s'^p I was enabled to got up and take 





the fresh air on the deck of onr boat; wo were abeadj id the 
lakes, which were unusually full of water, and oa every lake, 
busy tieeta of snidl boats were at work, procuring loads of 
weeds which grow during the summer. The crew^ employed 
long double rakes, working like a pair of tongs, for gathering 
the weeds, which are used in the suiTounding country for 
manure. 

Wfl were now approaching the end of our long journey. 
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and tbe prospect of concltiaion was to botH Philip and 
mjself a souxee of pkosure^ not, however, nnnUoyed by 
mutual feelings of regret that our arrival at Hankow would 
separate ua, who, for more than ten montlis, ha<l slmred hard¬ 
ships and dangers in which his brave fidelity and loving re¬ 
spect had gained for him my unceasing regard and gratitude; 
for there wore many times wlien^ but for the kind and gentle 
mdueucc of Philip, my lot would have been much border to 
bear. 

On tlie fifth day after leaving Sha-&“, we cleared the lakes, 
and re-entered the Yang-ts^ at Kin-kow, when^ unfurling 
our sails tO a rattling fair bree 2 ej, by 10 p,ii, on the llih of 
November, we made fcit to one of the wharves at 

Hankow^ and I was received with opeu arms by my fdeiids^ 
M^rs. Diysdale and Ringer. Oh, that evening's warm 
batb, supper, and English bed ! One must travel as a China¬ 
man to feel tbe appreciative euyoyment of these common 
European luxuries. 

After a few days^ rest at Han-kow', during which the 
residents vied with each other in showing me the kiDdest 
hospitality, I bade good-bye to Plulip, who promised to join 
me at Shanghai, in a month, for the purpose of accom¬ 
panying mo in a contemplated attempt to reach Bathaug 
from Assam * and I started for Shanghai, whither the news 
of my imprisonment at ■Welsee-fi>o had preceded me tlirouglt 
the French missionaries 

As wo steamed past the city of Yang-obow, in tlie province 
of Ngan-hoeh we saw the British fieot, which had been sent 
up to demand satbifaciiou for an outrage committed on some 
Protestant mis&ionariee, wlio had been beaten and olberwise 
maltreated. Tbo eight of a British fleet on the Yang-ta®* 
for such II pnrptise, was curious indeed, and must, 1 have no 
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doubtp have done much towards conviuoiog the people of Yang- 
chow of the force of ProtestaiitLiiii, if not of its pacifie iiatur^. 
For mjself I remonibered tlie patieot French misdiotiariesf^ 
whoso only resource had Iwen flight into mountain fastne^aea,, 
and then recalled the rebnke giveii by the Pilaster to the disciple 
for drawing bis award against the high priestservant j and it 
seemed hard to reconcile the presence of a fleet at Yang-chow 
for such a purpose with the-doctrines professed by His servants. 
ProbabJyj, however^ times have changed since Paul preached 
Christ crucifiEKl, and suffered inartirrdom 5 and it may now 
be foimd more c:i:pedient to proclaiin the Gospel from the 
cannon^s mouthy and summon gunboats to encoct reparation 
for our iiio<leni martym At Shanghai I was warmly wel¬ 
comed by many E?taunch friends, whoso kindnc^K soon made 
me forget all the di^culties and dangers which- bad for so 
many months rendered my life full of anxietyj and did much 
towards strengthening the determination to undertake the 
journey from India for the purpose of reaching Bafchang, and 
by this means prove the practicability of sending our Assam 
tea to a market in Tliibet. 

In less than a month Philip rejoined me at Shanghai^ 
and we set out once more for fiatiiang^ this time md Calcutta 
and the Bramapootra River. Perhaps at a future date I may 
submit to the public a narrative of this journey: at present 
it will suffice to say that, after reaching the head-waters of 
the Bramapootra^ and successfully passing through the savage 
and treacherous Mishmee tribes to the north of Assam^ we 
reached a point on the frontier? of Thibet not more than a 
hundred and twenty milea from Bathang, where we were 
Ktopped by order of the Thibetau Governor of Zy-yul, and 
eompolle<b after suffering much from hunger and jungle 
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fever, to return to Cnlcuttaj not, hoTvever, relinquiihiog the 
hope of some dny successfully finding this missing link in 
our geographical and comiuerclnl knowledge of the route 
from Assam to Thibet. 
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The only tnoncy Iti iho proper BonEo of the tenn minted in 
Cliiim Is the cmrolfir coinj with Bqiiuro centml apcituro for string¬ 
ing; made of a mixtiine of ooppor aud tin* and Bomctiinoa of iron^ 
called chen, varying in vnloe in erety pmvincej and Indeed In 
almost OToty dUtjrict. Tltc taol^ aa described^ is merely nn ingot 
of silver. Most writers Instead of then employ the word ‘^caab,^ 
fl te™ unknown to the CMnese, exoept in “ pigoon-lngliah:,” and 
derived from the Portugueae “Coia" = ^'^caisfie,*^ whence otir conuuer- 
cial tenna* ^ eash,” ** oasbierp"’ This word spems to hnvo 
neod aa an equivalent to taien^” or money^ by the early irndeta of 
Macaoj to whom Dn Halde also attributes the term "‘tael,for 
Leeaiig^ and ” Mai" = maoe^'* and candareen ” (1). The subjoined 
table may be of nse to some of my t^eadem : — 

(Chea j [ hceang 1 X ^ 

10001 (w 1 = 1 < or ^ aremga vatoe Bf. Svt ^ 

|c*fib ( ( T al^L \ 

TEABE ElYISIONTS BY WEIGHT. 
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APPENDIX No, 11. 

The folio wjd^ iijgctid, common amount tlio ditncse, ooncsnuct^ 
tho Introduction of Buddht^in into Chimin ia given just aa i^latcd 
bj a Llikliiamaii:— 

The Empire under the reign of lling-te^ of tlio Shan djTjnatyj 
waa dl^icted hy rebellions^ ftnd the isogea and great men from all 
parts of the Empire were eummonod to -mcot tlio Emperor in 
council, to devlae means to deliver the couiitTy from ka distress, 
CouneiJ after council was held, and plan after pliui proposed, butaJI 
failed to alleviate tke fkubHc calamities^ and Ming-te, in despair^ 
rcfmk^ to take food or to be comforted, until at lost the Inmates 
of his palace began to predict tbo uutio^ely death of the Em];jemr. 
In this eriBis the Ekoperor fell into a deep eleepv and eair in a 
dream a veaenibie hgure with a flowing white beard, who bode 
him be of good rhecr. Having thus comforted iliug-to, his 
visitant pointed to the west, and told him tliat the sage who alone 
could deliver China was to be found in that direction, mid Jwide the 
Emjkeror aetid at once in search of him. Having uttoml these 
vague directions, the apparitiou vanished. The Emperor, awaking, 
roused his household, and related hia wonderful vision; a ooaneU 
was forthwith called, and tw'o of the greatest sages of tbo Empire 
at oiice set out westwards in search of the great one by irhosa 
wisdom the blessings of penco should be restored to Ike Empire. 

After the lapse of two yesiiB^ during which the state of the 
Empire become worsen the two sages returned withont tidkiga of 
the one. The Hniperer, enraged at the disappointment^ 

>t^rtly consoled himself by orderiag tlie imitont Oxeeutlou of the 
uugucoesqfiil wise men, but ho then rela|iged into his state of 
defliKkiidencyj and, ae before* the vision appeared to him, piuting 
still to the west, and having briefly ordered him again to send in 
sccireh of the great ono, disappeared. 

This Mscotid visioQ threw the gmt nsen (md jtiagea about the 
Court into mortal tenor, and nearly alJ fled, m f«ir ot being seut 
in atsarch of tbo great sue, lest, jjpoTiag tinsucccssrul, they should 
meet the fate of tbeir two bretbrea. iliug-te, thus abondoned, 
Hi-as nlwut to coTHmit suioide, when two priucas, Oniee and To-fw, 
presented tbetneelrcs before him, volunteering to go ia search of 
the groat one. 

When the news of Omce sail To-foga iumiJed jeuniey bceume 
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kQowD, tbo oourticFB and sogiea agniu flijekikl tu ibe p^lnce^ ftud the 
princes, Loaded with bonQiU^ out on their Beorch, wbUo the go- 
Teruont and ruleiH who had bcflu BiiniinoCLed to tlifl Etaperor'Bcouncil 
wore sent back to their jayssta to caury on tlie ware agolnat the 
lebela. A yciir paiised^ and notliing waft of Qinee nnd To-foo, 
Ming-te then, fcoriog for the safety of hia nicsscngei^ 'mn^ad orders 
that all the goveniora^ ofticere, and isoldiei^ of bia Empire abonld 
Commence a three montlis^ pmyer for the safety of tLia prince^ 
and, calling on the names of Omce and To^foo^ pmy day and night 
wilbont ceasing. On the [irorntLlgation of this edict, a general 
rcpcesenmtion was made tc the Emfjcror that if tlie rnlera thus 
devoted themt»elvcs$ to prayer, and neglected tlie ajfaira of goveni- 
ment, the Empire would Speedily be lost beyond redemption. In 
this stmt Ming'to hit on an. expedient by which ix contitaiit pmyer 
could bo offered up throughout bis Empire, without interreriog 
with the proper goveromcat- He ordened that all nialefactorB 
should be Ukt-ii from the prisons of every town, and mode tc pmy 
witbont ceaoing in house# to ho erected for the puriio^o. These 
orders Were carried out, but ttio prMSOuerH ooon escaped, nmi the 
]jrayer-liou£es were nearly all deaertccL VV^heu this stato of adairs 
wius represented to Mingde, he ordered that the prisonera should 
JiBve their htrads shaved, so tliat they might Ixj kuowii, and by way 
of a further cliock oa their escajie, commanded that a large UlE 
ahould be hung up in every prayer-honse, which should be Bounded 
doy and tiighl without ceasing, while the pTisoners were coutiunally 
to repeat the name# of Omes and IVfoo, Sd that when the bell 
oGosed BOtmditig the people of the towms might know that the 
pristmera had escfti^ed^andBeorchfor them, aseutth which genenilly 
preved siicoessful, os the slraved hcoda betrayed tlie esca[ied mn- 
viettt. Thus matters went on for another yoati w hen, lo the joy of 
the Emperor and bis Qmrtp the priEiCOS Omeo mid To-fttoretumed^ 
and reported to Miiig-te that they liod found the sage in a coiiatry 
Car to the west, Bitting ideno uu a muuumiu, with his hands folded 
in front of him, and to all Kee«Ei4ig dc4ul, or at least Insensible to 
nil outward thiugs; they were theneforo tillable to bring liim w ith 
them, or even loam hia name. Tlioy lual token u Eaithful llfe-sizo 
likeness uf the BC^miugly dead Bftge, which they now displayed to 
the oumptlived gaze of Mitig-to, who at oisoo gave onlers that a 
figure of the aago should Ijo act up in every prayer-hoiuso 
throughout htM empire, before which the whole net ion ^bould dei a 
particular day prostrate itself He further onl&ved that the 
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coDtaining the Baen^ figtiro ^ItoiiM he n^nintaitied at 
ptibllc expense, mid to ittiriire thoir being kept in ortlcr, be Issued 
11 prcpelaniatien that all crimbiiil^ whci alioald shuve their Lead«, 
and devote tbe mt of their life to the werahip of the sago and the 
prluee^s, Omee and To-fbo, should be pardoned. 

Tliia popular legend curiously enough has distorted the jnvocn- 
tion to Buddha, Qmlto FOj which tho Bndilblst priests^ wbene^er 
met with in the streets, maj be lioard niottering, into tbo namaa 
of the two princes, and it also eomiecta itself with tho fact that to 
this day Huddhbt priests are goncndlj held hi the greatest con¬ 
tempt by Uic Chine&e^ and not allowed to enter their honfics, ae 
their ranks ore reernited by crimJnaJa who, to esca|>e the puniah- 
naeot of tlielr crimes take refuge In the temple^ when the moment 
their heads are jdiaved in sign of their atloptiou of the sacerdotal 
estreer—they are safo frem justice. The imago dciscribed Id tho 
legend is the univoraol ty^io of tho tiguno of Buddha in Chines 
temples. 


APPENDIX Ko. Ill 

Rctpees pass ctirrent tbroughout Thibet, and as flir East os 
loo-diD-cliow on the Tn- tow ri ver at nn oxchnngo of three tnaeo 
two eaudarcens to tbo nip»ee. They ore veiy commonly wom as 
omameats by TtLibetairs and hnlf-brceihiL Thoso stninped with 
the image of Hie Queen aa Empress of India ore of moro value 
than tho old Georgian rupeoe^ which oro difficult to exchongo 
except at a loss of sereml candniiheus per mpe& In Eastern 
"^ibet the people say tlmt tho figure of tlio Queen rcprosciits the 
Cmnd Lama, and the value of tbe coin k tlm4 eiihuneod. 

The Thibetan govumment at LliAssn make a congiderablo 
revenue hj imporring mt>ees from Nepanl, which they molt down 
with thirty to thirty-fivo per cent of copper aa alloy ; thus 
mnkhig what k known m TMbehm ^cee, and with which they 
pay groat portion of the oipctises of adrninktmtion. Tlik sycee, 
which k cosily known by its oolourp will not imiss onrrent beyond 
Ta-tfliaii-loo j and even thEre It is oieJwinged with difEculty at a 
discount of forty^fivo per cent, so that tmvcllera lu Thibet sliorild 
alw-ays rchisc it whenever offered, as tlie ThJbotana will always 
try to give it in cschongu, weight foi weight, for ruj^ or China 
sycce. 
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Tij£ KliJita^ or scarf of foILcEty; lui3 bcoti tltonoughly described bj 
Ifiic, wlio fully does to tbe singular iiopurtiuioD nud Rigni^ 

ficruM altticbed to tbo uae of it in idl patia of Tbibeti It m a 
fiilkoa s<arf, of a dolioite ligb t blue shads, al^out eighteen iiieliea 
lotig and aix in pridtb^ fringed at the ends. Tbii^ gcart’oa ore 
tnanufocturod ill SK-clnian and Shau-ri, and exported tLenco packed 
ill white powder reacmbllcg ehnlk;^ ond the Khata should always bo 
covered with this powder. No present lie givon^ no favour 
oBkedf or complinient mterebangod^ without a Kbato^ which scema 
iu the Thibetan mind to be equivalent to a polite verbal fortnuK 
and is utterly uBolesa for any purpose of orDamctit. The Lomaa 
especially accumulate Khotaoj and 1 have aeon in the vLciuitj of 
a Lonioaery built in a glen, ropes atretchEd aeroaa the Viilley, from 
which hundreds of Kbatos dangled 

The only erplanation I could ever obtnin of tho use of the 
Khata^ woe that it was TUibetau custom. 

An almost unlinaitcd supply of these soarves is as uecessuy for 
a tmveUer in Thibet, as a stock of polite phrases to a visitant of 
Eurotiean countries. 


APPENDIX No. Y, 

MKMORANbUM ADDRESSED TO ilR T, T. COOPER BY OLD 
RESIDEKT IX WESTERN OniXiL 

Aftrr Kpeaking so much nbent the present, and moat likely 
future, Btatc of Weatem Chinn^ Thibet, and the snrmunding oouQ' 
tries, allow me to pen a few oonsidemtiouii, not unworthy, perhapdfr 
of your attention. 

Let os Bup|>Dse oa certain at the beginning of this little 
merncirandnm some prindples or facts which I briefly relate 
here :— 

1st.^You're travelling in Western Cliina^ in order to open 
conimnmcatioii Ijtdweon her and India, iin object of pom- 
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mooui for fr^my liuudredfi of miLIIoiu of 

liumipi boiug^ 

2ihl —’Tifl e?iiileut as daylight that poor m filing do'vrn 

from every iiuarter; *tis utterly impossible that she <an 
by herself rise up* find live the life of a happy imd free 
^wople. 

3rcL—American Entted States do never eiert a great iii^ueuce 
in Centro] Asia. 

4 tb,—France is not a fit power to rule over so many millions of 
jneii; her gealu% ber po4ft history^ her interesta, show to 
every one and to herself that slie enn only bo a great 
coELtinenlal power in Eui^pew 

5th.—The BussIlui yoke is the opprensaive and tyrannical 
one. We emi see at tbU hour in ilio world if REtssia 

could ever eiie day take the poor oM China aa a part of 

her iminense empire, it Would be the physical and moral 
death of tlila populous coimtry. 

Gtb,—The same onglii to be said about the so sadly depressed, 
but very uumeronsL, tribes, of Thibet, Eheok-bDo-noor, 
arid i^longollou 

Consequently, the only power on earth sufficiently rich and 
strong enough to rely together China, Thibet, and Iddla, ia 
England, undoubtedly; her enormous funds, her akilb perse- 
verunce, and experience in Colonia] qnefrtionfl, her rules gcuerally 
just and euotg^iie, enable her to do the great work, to wbioii 

you *ire so geueroualy engaged and many—wished a loug time ago. 

Be ao kiiid then to Iktea with ealaincss from beginning to the end 
of this manuscript, to the w^eU-grounded opiniun of one who has 
spent the half of bis lifetime in the veiy countries he undeitakos 
to speak about t his opiuioA U not a private and jiersoual one ; 
many wise and good goatlemen before hbi expressed the Hiime 
ideas ici this satue countiy. 

To obtain the purpose In view, four points, placei^ or towns must 
receive an English factoiy ; I mean Lossa, Bkthnng, Taly, Clinng- 
ebing. 1 beg leave to give Bomo developmGot to the tiforeswid 
scheme. 

Aa far os Chung-ching is eoncemed, remember tJiat Szchnen is 
the greatest and richest province of China% llie opulent town of 
Chiing'cliuig is the key, the centre, the baais of all trade in WGjrtcni 
China, exeopt, [lorhaps, ^untianj but the provinces of Szclineii^ 
Kwei chew, Chen si, the eighteen prindpaUtlesaa they say of Kiistem 
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Thibet^ fmd Thibet directly ur iadlrectly, myre m lesa ure 
dopendeiit ou Cbuog-cliiEig^a trad-e. The pablic fortune of WesLem 
Clijuii^ I Hjseak bo^ tbe fuiids of Oevonimeut, the |]aj of the 
€hine&e Ani:iy on the frootiern, ore do^joeltod iind roguhiteH iu 
ChuEig-ebiiig ; the roaJa bj footing or by nsivy are easy cLud DUEiie- 
rouB; the riohcfit aieruluuiU of the doubtle^a ere in Chung' 
ching; the ooiuiLiy around ib fertile^ plflusaiitp aud n ealtbj | cod 
imd water abound; ualt h cluhip; rice, uom, fhiit:^ ?egetabloB 
grow here in imtneii«e iiuautitlea! dzshfag h commodious and 
large ; the iiopuLsition Ih genemlly moro poLito and piicific than ia 
Canton or Shaughai. Chung-ehtug In^ Suviol comaiuulcatluna 
with neaHy all the groat citiea of SzLiliueii^ Kwabchew^ and Chon be. 
By Chiiug^hlug yon can entertanu daily rdatlanB with Ludzow, 
Swifoo (Sow-chuw-fuo), and Riatlngj and, above all, with Ohou'tn^ 
by Buiall Bteaniboat^;, Honionih^r principally that the eomniurilcu- 
tious with Hankow and Shojighai am mmt likely practicablo by 
£teani navigatEon^ aa you. know very well. Many Chiniuncri bcliet^ 
that EngliBhmeu will t$peedily catabli^ a htetory hi Chnng-chlng, 
Lind they are greatly interested in doing bo ; fur othorwitia they 
will not have a store-house for their goods if the comiuiimcatioii^ 
are freely o]>en one day between Chiuii aod India ncr^jtas Yunuan or 
ThlbeU 

A little remark more. Don't forget that the Chinese am 
tidly coiispiratora, Tho Tibotiana likewm The great Cbineso 
and Tibetian niembanta are eiceediagly jenlouB of EngliBb weaUli;; 
therefore an Knropaan factoiy esumut safely be established nt 
CbuDg-ching, in Eathang, or withont a gutird sulEclently 

strong for protection nguiirat native mob violence TU not muilred 
in Tidy fur puniy TcasoiiH. 


A 


We have nmned LoBsa m a commoruml point of great imporbuice^ 
and such it is niiiloubtedlj. Moreover^ wlmt a prociaua a[}ot for 
scienLific obacrv'jitions. La&sa, ns its name indiciiteSj i» the ** spirlt^e 
land/' the holy city for mEiny niillious of uico, the blessed htisd for 
nnmerons peoplon, tribeSj ami countrka, a Jerusalem for the Jews 
or Muakow for tho Rmratausi 'Tis doiibtle^ tlic more attmizcive 
^H>iutof all higher or C^nitrsil Ada. What is Mecca far a Maho- 
meditrkr the same i« Iai^ for a Tibetlam Tliere are in Thibet 
many tribets inilitiiAlly iiidejicndoiiL frem Lossii, Liit not u wpgle 
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one rtligicmBly, and few oorntnEPciallj, if tlioro ow eorio at alL f 
call yyur ftttentioa oa a fact whieli the Europoims seem not to ho 
nware of j it oumot Im oiuittcd here. Yoa boliere prohahly, Sir, 
f lajaelf beliercd, some yeara ngo, that ell coinitrion knowo uoder 
the mme of Thibet ere belouging to the Bo-cAlled Tibction CoTcni- 
laeut of rjOssiL Thut is a great error, and aomctinies perhaps a 
dangcrouB one. As fnres I can Hadorebiad till now, Thibet eoB- 
tains tweaty-seren different triliea, or districts, or proTiaasi Many 
acknowledge the teaipond King of Lasso, many do not so, T qnote 
tlicir Baines here, bnt, temarfc, aooordiag to the rules of French 
proaunciation nad orthography, for I fiad not in English tho cor- 
ttspoadent sounds to the Tibctina spelling and words, A glnaco 
uiwu the following lint saScses to ixfrceive clearly the icspoctire state 
of every Tibetmn province :— 
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DzQ-yti 

Stmg'dflong. 

Khio-dzofig, 

UD. 

Kiong'kan-niuti. 

E i a^n *poi u-boTf 

Cli^-pnng'tto. 

SItMijDong. 

Kciin-lwv-rong. 

pQng^ld. 

Tehna y 

DitQ-gQng. 

Tflu-roDg. 

Koii^- 4 j 

MHr Ali-n m a, 

Cm fCFTglOtlcil. 


Um-jq { L&uxr) 

Saqg-ng»t 

Tlicm-yia, 

Pit-cLcq, 

The Bue luifl TiMt comitrfoa coilod Tsmi luira 
flve groat divisiotu mdtiJtadent of - 

deiM. 

Jfi-le depa_ 

Kn-tn |M. 

Efl-leq Htpn. 
dtipo, 

^e Iwt iimTittrBctars of n'Bus, swonh, spaurs, 
IS III Pami, b ■well as the boat Boldisn. 


Amthor rem^ mere if yon please, Sorae Chinamen and ninny 
Tibebans »y that the fonr largo countries flnrger. perhaps, thaJ 

and A^».u.ia are de- 
IM. 0 t on.Lasso, Itiey ^ iTOtinj, ^ mbtakc, Tlioso eotiiitries 
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depend] otilj Oil their Tt>3pc<;LHo the iiudiicfoius of 

^[ot]^oliiLQ desert. Even with a Tibetuui or Cliiiicsa pQ&ijjort ti 
traveller niti never enga^Tj IdtOBelf in these vent pleiii^ If he does 
uohnppiiy* lie will aoon at the remoEesL [rfirt uf the desert see a 
storm of rod Miud rLdng tip and ruunlug dowti upon liLoi; *tifl of 
course the ilougolioa eavalij icotning post hoEiOi ^ aa/j to 
BiKJil nod kill the iinfortnunte travoUgn 

As every one keoiv^ Losaa is a centre where jou see hastening 
hitiiiinorablc tribci of .Moiignla and Tartars, but oulj twice a year. 
There are tiuoo great LamoseHos; one^ according to the 
sheltetit 7.700 Laom; auotherp ; the tlurd, 3,300. The 
half of these Lama piiesta are IMougoia or Tiuianij all dressed in 
yellow coLoiir^ the sign of orthodosj; nianj other Lamas ilrcesod 
in rod gewiu^ the wMbto. ; tliej don't acknowledge the Bnpretnacy 
of tho Grand Laiuix Therefore by Lassa you End youi’self m 
cDmmunieatioti with the Inteminahle Eteppea of t^tnU Asio. 
The pilgrims of Lnssa am more numcraus in onr days than in post 
egos. Amongst all tho peoples trading here the Nepaulesc occupy 
the moro conspicuotiE poaition. Goldsmiths they are for the greater 
part; ten or fifteen yearn sinm the East India CamjjaRy'a nipEo 
was admitted eveiywherc in Thibet, and ia tiie only coin received 
in l.as6n. The political power of tho Grand Lama siipportcd so 
WTirraly hj China tw'o hundred yiHirs and more ago, is now diiily 
declining, as China itself declines^ but the lay power ia increasing, 
find becomes mere and more enterprising. 

The relations of Lassa with India are very much improved these 
hist few years. The aadent mSueneo of Chiuose Einlmsy at 
fjissa stands np still by a remnant of her old splendour, and by 
Uie prubtiga of the Grand Lama } bnt before the Eed Lanios and 
common lay people the very name of Chineso ia a ssneer. Two 
ways were, about 17:^ yearn before^ oi>en between China imd 
LoasOj—one by Sj-lin^ another by Tai-tsian-loo } the former is 
iinpmcticablo at this moment, and prohahly for erver; the rebellion 
of Mohomodaiis in Kan^Ku and tho perpetual incnrsiDus of tho 
Mongolian plundercfft dose tJmt door for many generations. The 
way by Tai-tsian4oo is^ or con be said^ 0|jcn to freo trade, presently 
less, shortly more so^ bnt this way scema also ngftrlj abandoned by 
the mcrdiaids; the Chinese articles ara brought into La^a hy 
Amhassoikrs and LfandaiinH, The Chinese trade at ^ is not 
only dyings but dead. Koarly all Enro|>oan lucrdiatHhiies oro 
found at Lay&i coming from Ladackj Cashmere, Khatmandoo, and 
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BUootnn. Tibetimia like reiy much Euioipefin cirtiDl^ but, cibovo 
nil, tbe MuugoU and Tartam. IXm^t believe that Lassa is a. veiy 
cold spot, aa idbiij do. The country- is hot ouougb ; the &uow 
ftdls down rarely and very few at once. The jiTniii of Lassa 
i& ]aT]ge, plefisaut cuough, luoderatelj growing corti^ poUtoeif 
vegetablea; in the surrounding inountaine manj Tibetlao high- 
landera^ feed boefa, aheep, niilch-cows, aud good horsea from 
^rongolia. There is not earth groiuidj qdIj sand, notwithstanding 
plenty of water. During many mouthy in the aftomoou you will 
not find a single Lassa man at home; all are going away,, men, 
women, and children, evsu the dogs, to liathe In a pretty little river 
ninning at a little dlstante from the town* The atornis of wind at 
I,4i$sa fire dreadful^ as In Mougolis- I"or that reason the houses 
am vary low* and for aDotUer reason you will never noiijcatum It 
appeanv nr at least ail Chinese and Thibet ian travellers am 
speaking so, that tbe dead bodies rl&o Jigain aometiiaes and proceed 
diratllj to their foTiiier dwdUng; but unable to curb tbeir baclt- 
bones, the door being lowj, they fall dowO| are buried ngain, and 
appear no more. Be it as it may, be certain that witch-emft forms 
the prindpol study amongst the ThibBtisas and magical openLLiaus 
the csseuce of present Dunanism- Lassa is ill the neighbenrhood of, 
and finds itself in easy relations with the immense oountrioa which 
comprise Central Asia properly speaking. The way from KhaV 
mandoo to Lassa is n good one* tlireugh a fine coimtrj very fit 
for a Railway^ aaj some tmvellom. Thibet has at Lasaa 1000 
soldiers, and Chinamen only 480. The Nepaulctte (secrctljj 
liuvti 300r 


a 

The third place fit for an EunDpeau foctorj' is Bathiing, not 
perhaps the little town as you saw it I menn any poliiL whatever 
it may bo^ in the neighbourhood of Batlioiig* or Kyon Kbs if you 
prefer it. I take □idifi'sreDtly the one for tho other. Kyan 
Khn, in Chiueso, Markfiame or GEuto in Tibetiaii, k, os Bathaug, a 
small town ou tho frontier of Kostem Thibet: it belongs not 
directly to the government of Loesa; Bathnng belongs to S^chuea. 
Wo call Qnrto a great Tibetian villago In which the Chinese 
garriJicu : about the beginning of the XVlIth centtuy remained 
during a long time tho Tibetian authorities living always in 
Morkliamo, the actual Kyoa Kho. Eventunllyp for some political 
reosona, the CrhLnolie garrisoD, 130 soldiers Ettong (at least oii the 
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I«perX went iUelf to abide in linfkiiatiie. Tii« Tilwtian Governor 
of Kjnu Kbii has the title of Ti-give j ho ruloo ovcf ]3 doEMui. 
fhia poor Colonel did never number mote than 130 men fpi bia 
regmieut The Chinese Commander with his J30 soldieis Jms 
tinder him two little offioere, some cmliun litemti oa attendimis for 
the public corraapoiiJence, and oiio or two Chinese servantiL all 
icing exce^uglj poor and alwajs potinileBo in so cold a ooiintry 
as Kvan Kba. Tlio eky of Bathang is hot enough generallv, 
g^.and wealthy, Batitang and Kjmi Kha ate in a position vc^y 
advantageous for large cotnmereial relations; by Bathang or Kyan 
Kiia you can easily eommimicate with Assam, Burmah, Taly, 
\nni Iui-toii,fcu, Stchnen, Lassa, Pami, and tbo gold mountains 
known under the Chinese name of Kin-tchonaii. Y'ou’re near the 
two great rivers of Kin-cha-kiang and I^n-haa-kiaiig. Between 
Bfkthang and Kyan Kha, in a country named Sugun, there is a 
great deal of pliuiiband saltpetnij nnhappily tho Sagun (Sang-ngai) 
tribe is a reiy savage oniv Amongst Saigun’e mon you will never 
find an honest and jweitio ritieeu : tliey are niid must be all 
rebbera nnd plmidmis. By the Bridge of Cords at SSam-ba- 
Irow-ka, you have a jjaesagH for tho fine coutitrr of Bzt^ng, and 
can rejoin here tlie read frem Toly to Lassa. ' Afany mountains 
contain mines of calaireouB slate^ and not veiy far from these alnte 
mines, you w'ill see si most evicleut signs of coaly repesitoiy. At 
Lveliow, a small Tibetian viBage, there are many mines of coal 
negligently worked by some Chinese or Tibetinn people. In tho 
country of Lnrong there is a rich mine, sot of iron as many falsely 
say, but really of naturel eteel, Thibetlan workmen in the vast 
previnocs of Pomi, piincipjJly employ that steel to foige their 
best rifles, swords, and spears, of so great a value everywhere. 
The ground is generally clay j in other hands than Thibetiaas, 
tlusie largo hills shall produce the most valuable treasures: their 
kind of stniUfication aimonn«s the presence of many precious 
seiliinenta. At the date of the Hist war between Nepal and 
Thibet, about USl or 1793, Chioameu had open a winq of silver 
very abundnnt at one time, but sines obandomsl by the prohibi¬ 
tions end intrigues of some powerful Lames. Lately u Chinese 
Company attempted to open a mine of silver, FiretTy tbey 
found many heavy parcels of silver, nest witii copper; but the 
Mandarin's cupidity and the Lanm’s jealousy soon broke off the 
Cempimy, and the work is now totally abandoned. In a narrow 
lltile gorge near Clie-ijan-kion, there is a great quaatity of mineral 
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mercury. Not very far fmm tlao same |]L.ico iJieni are □umcroun 
mine^ of gold, Hie Ijcut koewn in all Chinese [hoaiSicaaioD^ 

Tlie^e ooitntrioa^ 1 Deed not saj, abound in pasture laiid& ujicin oud 
EuTiid^t the hilli. TbareforCj if au HugllaU fttcEory 'was EMnblJsbed 
in Batbtin^ or Kyon Klut you eliall easily find Iiom eoJwfortiiblo 
foodj rooa^ butter, milk, jnk^ slie^pj tko. S^me days &iom E^tLauig 
and Kyan Kha towumls the EOutli are m.iiij salt miuea. Tills salt 
(tfto klnd^ red and vL'hlle) is liigbly valued by Tibetlaa people, 
brought every whore into Thibet till Lasso, and furthermore In 
S^hue]] and Yunnan, The ngiiculturo h Hourisblng enough, at least 
more than dsewbere m Eftstem TMbeL Fruits are abundautp 
though of an Inferior quality, but should not the Tibetiane Iw so 
idle aud Iruy a tH^ople, their ground would undouhtcdly pimiuce 
txiauy good fruits and vegetables- From iho salt niinea a day's 
journey following the east bank of the Lan-taau-ktaugi we have a 
rich iniuo of sulphur belonging to the aiiuill town of Ateii^e, 
l>ebkd a little mine of ealtpetre, and behind more^ many Diincs of 
gold, kilver, oop|Jor, iron, merourj, and other salt mtnea aJso^ 
The Lan-taan-kiang is one of the rioh^t rivera of tho world 
Rathaug, ou the cast bank of the KIn-cIm-kiang, is oontluiially 
in rDlatlons with Atenze and before the Mahomc^laji rehellion 
by Ateuse with li-kiang-foou Hochiti nnd Taly-foo merclLauts 
and travcLleiu in the last mouths of the year are doily going 
to Eatbang frosn Iji-pou, from To-tLu, from Mou-ti-nkra; Ln 
this last place there are three mines of gold Tbo ground near 
Kyau Kha juid Batbang is covered with nitre. AH theae ijouutries^ 
savage, so abrupt, so dreadful eu the first view, offer really mEuiy 
advantages and resources^ As a i>oiat of ooimnuniciLtlon, listhaug 
or Kyun Kha are happily sltuatod In the centre, of which Lassa, 
Burmoh, Assam, Toly, Chuug-chiisg, Chentu, aud Kin-telioiian 
form the largo and vast circumferonce. Without a factory In 
[kthang, Sudya, Tely, Chung^ching, and Lasbn are not bound 
together. The Chinese people live willingly in Bathang, but they 
dislike Kyun Kha very muck Should T have any authority in u 
ouvtter of trade, I would warmly support an European establish- 
ment iu Bathang. 

4 . 

At length 1 arrive to the more and more useful EngIkU fac 
tory ou^bt U estahlUhed in WDstem CJiina; 1 mean 

Tilly, I ftm more vexcl tLau jaut^U, Sir, that you could not 
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retuch a place of fiucb panuuoimt ImportAtioc-. J udge by tiiis abort 
liiid iuoomplcUs dwc^iJ^E^01(^ 

Tftlj is a OdmpamtiTelj small town ~ in ftnd outaid& Taly we 
tiinubered appFoximnti^lj ^5^000 Mulg 600 yeora glaoe * bowevor^ 
It Gierts the gmateat ioltiigace on all siimiotidiiig countries. Sonic 
60 or 80 jem before Talj waa eseeedtnglj nob; but now alas 1 
under tbe aocursed Mjibometbm yoke, w bat a m«rjj whnt a heap 
of mins 1 Many saj, however, that Talj U improving by degree 
tilts last few years. Her Lakoj about 45 miles long and 13 to 
15 wide, is a splendid mOf perfectly fit for steam navigation. The 
plain on tbo west bonk of tbo lake contained some years ago 
3o3 vllbigea from 50 to GOO families each one, the middle tortn 
being 325 famllica by village^ eveiy family nuitiliering fi ve pensoiis; 
the total nmoiint of popaktion was therefore of 401,125 eoda in 
tbe sole plain of Taly; fine sky, good harvest, exceUent fialies, 
tree Cmita, and vegetables of every description! j, superior pig-meat 
{coming from Lau Eon^ such as you never heard spoken of 
before)} tbo best water porbaps lu the world, w'ater rolling down 
from the top of an ononnons monntoln amidst some vast caverns of 
mETblo t good and numeious horses ; strong little mules for weight 
ic llhnmo ; kind and gay populatioiL You will Gud bsm all the ele- 
mentn of a very agreeable sattlemcut for Euglisbmem All around 
Taly them are nine grunt plains, os fine as greats and nlittle moru so* 
I give their names ito follcws :—Ton-tohouan* Lad Kong, {I recom- 
iTiOiid very much this last to your attention for her liulphnric hot 
w aters,) Kion-tcboimm Lykiangp Hochiu Kiang-ouj, Ngteou-Uin, 
Yiinuii-hlon^ and, above aU^ Yuiu-tchong, eight days* journey at 
the south of T?dy between Taly and Ten^yno-tchew, Ynin-teboug 
is a veiy fine country, a beautiful one liidoed^ but not ao good for 
your purpose os Toly, not so good m Taly, I mpeat pray Sir, 
rcmenibcr that 1 speak so for many reasons too long to bo detailed 
here; eome of them shall appear oviclent by the following obser^ 
vatiooE:— 

Being in Taly you^re by the foot itself in easy juad frequent in- 
icrcourse with mnumemblo pcoplea^ tribes* and countries. Cliineso, 
Tliibetiwis, Lysou, Moso^ Lama Jen* Lon-tso, Sj-fan, Lo-Jo, 
tsa, Tchong-kia-tse, Pan-y, Ching-panj or Loockos, Pong-tong, Lo- 
]iay, Ta ye jen* Tn-lay ka-y-tce. On-mow, Tjunow ka* Ou-gd* A-ka, 
Fon-mougp above dl with the great family of Jdin-kia, An Jf 
you build a foctory in Yuin-tchotig, many of these triU^ will never, 
or very' rarely* appear in yotir store-hc-iiaes for fear of malignant 


ir n 
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fovHS nnd smii]]-p«x, viz., tlic iTosu, Ly-ion, Lou-tae, t jima Jii,, 
principally the ThiiietlBno, olwaj* trciublii^ at tlio vaty iinme of 
Btnall-pos^ But all trill gladly meet you in Tuly. I uiiiat say 
that these little tribes appear to dcelino by degreas : they 
are iiot very rich, but tliey like Tulyi they go tlicre more 
jo 3 'fLilly tboti else where, for Tidy ia their holy dty. Thlbctiana say 
that the burial-ground of their forefatherB stoiida in Taly, and, in 
fact, wo SCO till now many tontlietoues with Thibctiaii Inoeriptions. 
Before the unliappy and long Jlahomediui rebellion, the trado of 
Taly was great aJid exteneive with Bnnnah, Loos, Canton, Kong- 
teheou, S^chuon, and Thibet, In idl these oonntries you will find 
mines of coal, gold, (silver iu Yunqan-hiea]^ ntoucs for eoitheu- 
ware, musk, horns of deer, pearls, diamonds (in Ten-yue-lchou), 
Amber, plumb, iron, and above all copper of eveiy kind, red, 
yellow, and white in immense quantities. This last ortide consti¬ 
tutes the fuudamcntal wealth of Yunnan. At the very hour t he 
Mahomedon atonn arose twelve yaus ogo ; there were in Ynnnoji 
1»^ mines of oopper. Govemmeut knowing only 37. WJiat a 
profit for the MaudaruiE 1 At this hour oU mines ore ahandonc^^ 
except, iierhnps, one or two—one of silver, the other of tin. The 
fine and voat careere of white marble iu Taly ore alHtTidfmwl alaik 
What a calamity for a great previnoe as Tunoan undoubtedly is! 

Proui Toly to Btuuno asked you. Sir, from Tally to E woi-tduio 
and Szchnen « railway, ia it poamble 1 I believe that, such is niy 
opinlou, at least for mnny places, but 1 am too much olieu to that 
kind of industry to osectiam anything in this way. What 1 know 
perfectly ia that Taly and nearly all aiureunding countriea alwvO' 
named are very wealthy, open to many tribes in idl directiomi, «ii 
excellent selUomcnt for any militaiy station, infantry and cavalry, 
witliout any powerful or dangerous neighbour, and without any 
fear of being cut off from Indio. The people are gcuetaUy 
of good and peaceful dianustcr (a little atuhbom, perhaps). If 
made free from tie detested yoke of the Mnhomedaiia, they wiJL 
doubtl^ lu^mo veiy grateful to tho finglishmen, and more 
devoted to them than to mmhh to prot^-t 

them m they sny oftentimea. 


FrOT«^ien wish and liopo to rely Yunnan with Saigon, Tim 
Idea IS ngbt but the wish shaU never be uecomjdiHhed for a 

man acquainted with these countries; it is dear and eertaiu that 
aomewl^t easy robticn, between Yimmm and Cochin Cyna are 
almost uapmeticable. cynamen wiU never traveme tixe iinwholo.' 
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some foiMts of Laos to ^ to Saigon with the proepcntiva of a Tory 
pcribuj return. The natura] waj from t’tiina to ludai uurloubt- 
ai!j W Btiiino, a wav followed bj idmij morcLimto oeiitunes ago. 
The tmdo of TaJj and Turn tuliong with Amitrapoom baa been 
flonriaLing in old days ; it am easily become the same and kigely 
greater under tbo flag of EngkmU Many Chinnuieii a.T.y that tO 
or 50 years before Burmese merchauta went to Taly every year in 
tbe second nioou to piirctiase the Chineeo articlea at the renowned 
ikir of the third tnoom I holieto that, but during Id yeara I Mover 
saw a Biugk Bunnesc in Taly, nay more, nor a single Laocion. 

Let mo conclude this little momonmduin by some reflections 
more valuable porhapa than the memoraudum itisclf. England 
wants large t«ues for the various products of her wonderful mfliiu- 
fiicturea We propose here four imdertakiugs worthy of the 
EiiglLsh commertiftl eiicigy j these four undertakings can he 
rceliied, there is not a donbt abont it, but pcrhape not without 
time, btniggles and difficulties. As far as the difficulties, the 
gieatcst one yon shall find in Lassa; tho Becond in Clmtig-ching. 
Eor Butliang or Kjiui Kka and Taly principally 1 'io not perueivo 
any scrioua obstacle. Chinese trade in Chung-diiug being a power¬ 
ful one, will oppose you strongly not by violenw, I hope so, but by 
inertia. The pride of tlio Lama [u-iests in Lass.i, their secret dis¬ 
dain for, and their hatred iigainat,nll Europeim nations, shall caase 
you nuusy truabloa a-nd delajB tlmt is iuovitable, Aa for as the 
time, it is required for everything iti the wwld. These people wiU 
not at tho first motuent run down from their bilk to your etone- 
houses ; no, that is their gouiua. You're a foreigner, therefore an 
unknown mam Be inst, kind, and generous before them, they WiU 
trust in you by degrees. The groat worth, ^iH, aud power of 
Eog liuhTuen in Coloutul qneatioMB is to have paticuce and peruevor- 
ance: patience is time. Berides this, their enormous capital enablee 
them to wait a long tinoo ; that is a, secret that ought to be lea«iod 
by every one trading ia Western Cbiua and Thibet 

'I'he people and tribes amongst whom you wish to come at this 
hour are not very savage, violent, or rorrnpt, but w far remoto 
frottt the sea-coaat, Baverod from their birth from relations with 
other iiationa, they are not acquabted with their own indigence and 
misery; tbeir taste of course ia a little rough. They will not at 
first iiurohaso your precious articles^ though liking them very 
much. After a more or Ins long period, your trade shall become 
on extensive one and useful for all. 
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Tn Uifiic couDt^giS tlie c^'inTiiOD peaplo Iiavc not any Tiol&nt pn6- 
jiidicn foixiiguem Yon EbaU meet some foea in jour wfxy\ 

hnwcTer; I nnsati the Mandarine aod Ltt-emti and MahomedatiB in 
China, tlio Lamsa Lo Thibet The IfttmiB, aTcer the popular move- 
mont spziD^Dg out juEt at thia ruoiacnt ngnJnst them at hiKssn, 
fthoU hocsome perhaps a little ksfl mpaciona aiid proud. Four of 
the Lflma Chiefs^ the most powerfiil, have been killed by an eias- 
peratod tnob. The Mahomcdaiia are making Etreimous efforts to 
maintaJii their authori^ m Yunnan and their Lnannncio 
in China. They could not jet rraist against the meanest shock 
coming from abroad, becanso they hare not stricken root in t!ie 
hearts of the JvatLve fiopulation oppressed so long, onmerctfully 
plundered and tminpled tinder foot with an nn|hAtalleled brntaJity, 
Poor lOople of Yunnan 1 They would tim up in arms to a mnn if 
they could traat in their defenders. Finally, the Mandanns and 
literati havo lost all tlisir faBcination and prestige a long time age, 
People understand at once that they are utterly nnable to save the 
Great Chinese Empire; that is clear imd evident for every one. 
Wnnld the Mandarins and literati at this supreme hour sincerely 
look out for the proapetity and happiDosii of their pcK>r people^ they 
could not enauw tlie meniiia of unj efficient improvemeatj 

the old destiny of this wonderful Empire has fallen down 
from their hands s the saviour for them will come from auothcr 
conntiy,* 


APPENDIX No. YT. 

TTlAiraLATTON OF MESIOBTAL ADDHESSEO BT THE LTTASSAAF. 

THotemr^ TO refcts, translated thkough thibetax 

AKD MANCHEE INTO CHINESE. 

Au-ROOUO-i-Esf-cHiTp the Hu to Ko tu and SupenDtondent of tho 
ftffiuiB of Shjiijggliiing, reports that he has received tlirotigh Chin- 
mo-tsaii the foDowiia^ petition frotn tho Buboitiinatw of Chn^hi- 
lon-pu at the three grcdt temples in Sboagshimg frem dl the 
ge^ry, heads of nioiiasteries, priejrtai and Mmiueii people. 

■ “ tlw imtiT® country of Biiddlia, and the 

inhabitants of no other cenntty, eioept the Ohoork^s, with whom 
continual trade and intercourse aic kept np, ore aUowod to cross 

TMnS* ^ ” wiUihBia at IliB oma 

+ Or, IV-tsang. 
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the borders to trar^L In the 25th year of Tookuang (IBIG) two 
Engliahtncn oiadQ their nppearanco in Thibet, atid were 

liomeJiatcIj sent back to the place from whence they set otit bj 
Ilia EicelleDey E^ic-abcw [EaL-Goveraor of the Two Kimog and then 
Chiueac reaident at the Court of the The coming of tliese 

pcjwjta at once offetided idL the tntelttry deities of Thibet: year 
lifter jeiir the people were o^icted with Tarious aieknesf^ tbo 
horses and cattle were stmok with epidemic^ tJie Lind was mvuged 
by locusts, the crops were dehclent^ and the echimtiy in many ways 
suBered injiuy. 

We fiave bad the honour to reoeiTe letters of instruction, in¬ 
forming ns that Englishmen are desirous of travelling in Thibeti 
and asking whether or not tliey might do so j we would remark 
that Thibet la known to be n poor and barren country, that 
travellers who have come to it^ have always exercised an evil 
indnenco over it, and hawe not conformed to tho tenets of tlio 
Buddhist religiom The news of this probable arrival of foreigners 
has already tbrowTi priests nnd people alike into a state of excesatva 
alarm, nnd they have all prayed mo to moke the matter the subjeot 
ef a Memorial [to your Majesty], If join: Majesty takes into your 
gracious conniderailon that Thibet has for many years only been 
concerned with the preservation of tho Toligiou of Buddha, and 
that, unUko the inner land (Chins), our territory is of small eitent, 
your Majesty will feel bound to inform the English that they 
should not come to travel in Thibet, and also ibat^ with reference 
to their request for permissiDn to [joss through it^ it Is not expedient 
tliat they idiould make it a route to travel by. 

If, in spite of our opposition, they persist Id ooming^ your 
servants (HteraBy we, the small once) can. only baud together all 
the tribes professing the B&mc rellgiou, and, with nunniiELity of 
purpose, do our utmost to prevent them. ¥ntil our affairfl are 
ruiued and otir etrength is eihanstcd^ we dare not on Einy account 
give up the ojicestral fount of Buddhisnt and destroy the faith 
which mankind has hithorto bekl 

[Said gentry, priests^ ita,] also declare that there w no countiy 
bearing the name of TieUH^LU'kno (a common ChinetiC! name for 
India) Viordcrlng on the two Thibets ^ thero is a country called 
Chia KVrL If English travellerai wish to |K«iS through Chia 
K'aVbt not only would theur way load through high mountains and 
dangerous patlis, but It woidd be very difficult to re-opeu the most 
Important roads wbicli two yeais ago were cilher cut across or 
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blocked up* If EtigriJ9.btiieD wieb ta reach PUojig by gobg muiu] 
Khfiita [wc object ihiit] our district of Tong-ku-to Lm not long 
been at pcaos ’ft'ith Glioorkiv oannot ou account of auoli a 

nmttor ]is granting t way tlitougli our ooimtiy, aguia cr^te ucauBo 
of inisuuderstiiTujiiig between, the two territories. 

It IS not that we do not wish to obey tbe letter of iustmclious ; 
the real reason that our country uod our j^teople being jXM>rs the 
cotnmun people few^ and the priests uumerous^ It would be difficult 
for ug to imitate the exaniple of the inner LmdL* 

The Pileng spokm of \s EngLiud; litst winter a letter was 


received at Shaiigohuig from the Chiof of Cho-moiighHiung^, stating 
that the Fileng pootde wiah to open a trade with Thibet, rid Cho- 
mcDghaiung ; this h^a thrown the priests fmd yeo^le of Thiljet into 
a state of alann^ md although I have despatched mcasengers to 
stop [the Jikigitah] in a friendly manner^ the exciteoient has not 
yet subsided. It hs now lejKirted that on Englisli Doctor luuuod 
Tc^ovf (?) [Cooper] haa come fi^rti S^^hticn to travel in Thibet; 
priests iind people liava Ijcen nstoundodt and men^s minds have 
been hUed with nlaraij aotate of feeling which it is impossible to 
prevent. Although I have agnin and again addressed advice to 
them on the iubject, they have aU said that they will honour juid 
obey the principles of Buddha even to the death. 

Fiirtherj in Eastern and Wostem Thiliet In all the monasteries 
together, thcrt are cerLsiderably over 100,000 Lamao, not one of 
whom but is of on oh^tinale and dotcm^lued cbarncter ; and to the 
cozmnands of these Lamas alotio the w'hoie population render 
obedience. These tnon are opposed to the olAeerij or people of 
other oountrios eutering their territorj', and tbeir dctermiiLatlou Is 
not to be broken down, 

I therefore pray your Majesty to discuBs the matter with the 
English Government, informing them that no English aubjccL ^ 
public or prii-ate m|icLaiy, whether he is pmided with a iiassEjort 
or not, Dx^d come to travel in Thibet; sod you will thus not only 
remove the teiror and snB^uciona of the Tong-kn to prints and 
^pie, but will prevent EiiglialiniM from undergoing (oECidlcsa) 

Lgues y an and wator, advantage will thua accrue to the 
fnondly ralatious l^tween the two countries [of China and Thibotl 
and the mmds of the Thibotaus will be sot at raat, "* 


* "ImilAlo ikn ™mplo ef the iuqcr kad 
treaty mkliona with Mrtmtrie*, 


doUraitJelfll Wad 
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To Hum iho Tbibetim Lamas will to tlie death in^vaut 
people &Dm Tuitiiig their coimtrj, cmd if the LaiosJS have ho nmdo 
up their ittiad^, the hearts of the people will be ntill tnoie eiolted^ 
end though I am doairpna of briagiDg the matter to en emioLhle 
Bolution, it will be impesaible for me to ohej [the letter ot mstme- 
tioea].* If people are allowed to come and tia^d m Thibet as 
Boon 12 ever they crOis the bofiierfl^ it will be Impc^blo to prevent 
the eommidflion of outrages ngamat them bj the people of the 
ooiintzy, 

• Letter of iartraotiow;" Thu Clmiuw nnlhDritiefl in Pekin do rot 
kaow &0111L whrt Eociicu tfau lottor of itutmutloin mebtlotied Er ie:Vcrrl pluocit 
in thu Ifcinanil 
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